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Welcome....
to Dummy Stamps issue 16

Exciting new database project launches....

It has been a busy first quarter for me, and so the
first issue of DS for 2010 is running rather late, for
which apologies. However, I hope that there will be
something of interest to you in this latest issue.

In January the Royal Philatelic Society London launched an
on-line catalogue of its extensive philatelic resources
stretching back more than 140 years to a time when the hobby
was in its youth.

Unfortunately there was has been no feedback on
my "discoveries" in the past couple of issues and I
guess that probably reflects the specialised nature of
the content of DS. Remember that I always
welcome correspondence on this subject.
Accompanying this quarter's publication is a
Cumulative Index of article titles for issues 1 to 15.
I do not pretend to be an indexer, so apologies to
those folk that I know are among the mailing list
who would have done a far better job. However, I
hope that it will at least serve to assist in more
quickly locating an article among the 185 pages of
original content matter that has appeared between
2006 and 2009 on what has previously been a
rather neglected subject.
My cumulative index has been added to the new
database project recently started by the Royal
Philatelic Society London. I consider this to be such
an important new development that I am devoting
some space to it alongside, by reproducing from the
April issue of the Philatelic Bulletin my initial
mention of the scheme. If you can supply further
indexes, do please get in touch with "The Royal".
Finally, I have also attached two new Testing Label
papers covering the 1989 Sunday Times postcard
promotion and the 1984 Frama stamp trial material.
There is also a revised version of the Type G paper
now that I have managed to add scans and obtain
further information. I would ask that you substitute
the new version for the old. GLENN *

From the beginning, parts of the contents are made available to
collectors in the United Kingdom and worldwide, so for the
first time philatelists who are not members of “The Royal”
have access to The London Philatelist online. The LP has been
published without a break since 1892 and over the last 118
years, a wealth of advanced philatelic knowledge has been
printed in its 33,000 pages, and all of these are now available
at www.rpslcatalogue.org.uk
Individual issues can be downloaded in searchable PDF format,
with the price to non-members being £4 per magazine, payable
only by PayPal.
The Society meets every two weeks, and displays and talks are
usually accompanied by printed handouts. Its collection of
these goes back to 1918, and these too are now available for
download for a small fee.
A new and completely free of charge service to collectors is
the Cumulative Index. Any philatelist knows that philatelic
journals contain an enormous amount of information, often
hidden because they lack electronic indexes, or they are
inaccessible since they have ceased publication. The RPSL
has 2,400 or so such journal titles, which makes its library
one of the most complete in the philatelic world.
Since June 2009, with the generous help of other societies, it
has set out to create a single index of all specialist society
journals. Indexes will continue to be added progressively, as
supplied by Societies and made compatible with the RPSL
Catalogue database.
This is a very long term project, and it is hoped that societies
both in the English speaking world and elsewhere will join
with “The Royal” to build a philatelic resource which could
not exist without the Internet. I have already found many
references to articles of interest that I was simply unaware of
previously.

Enquiries: Contact Chris King on 07768 422 840
or 020 8346 1366. *
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Tuck's Dickens Sheet

Johnny English

Raphael Tuck, printers by intaglio

Film prop stamps surface

A recent lot on eBay comprised a complete sheet of
12 perforated labels issued by the Charles Dickens
Centenary Testimonial Committee, 1912.
The margin of the sheet states "Engraved and
printed direct from steel plates on hand made paper
by Raphael Tuck & Sons Ltd., London and New
York".
I was previously unaware that Tuck had the
capability to print what effectively resemble stamps.
I wonder whether they actually sub-contracted the
work to another printer?
The records of this printer, who operated from
1866, were destroyed in the London Blitz on 29
December 1940 on one of the worst nights of
bombing in the war. In the late 1960s a fire
destroyed the balance of the Tuck archives.
Might Raphael Tuck have printed stamps for a
postal administration? We may never know. *

A recent eBay lot offered a pair of first and second
class "stamps" used in the 2003 film Johnny English,
starring Mr Bean, aka Rowan Atkinson.

Johnny English, a British secret agent who dreams
of rising beyond his menial job within the MI-7
organization, is hired to protect the Crown Jewels
after all the other agents are killed.
When the jewels are stolen, he eventually
uncovers a plot to replace Britain's monarch with
what the nation fears the most: a French king!
Everything is ready for the inauguration of Pascal
Sauvage, as played by John Malkovich and depicted
on the prop stamps. Sauvage has one problem
though, Johnny English!
The "stamps" were on offer at £20 the pair, but I
am unsure whether they sold.

A still taken from the film, just prior to the Coronation scene.

I understand that the prop stamps are printed on
ungummed paper and note how the eBay versions
are rouletted, whereas those used in the film appear
to be conventionally perforated. This brings into
doubt whether the eBay items are genuine film
memorabilia, or merely unconnected reprints. *
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Commonwealth Postal Conference

Lasergravure Trials

Delegates received a special souvenir by Questa

Harrison and Crosfield Electronics experiment

On 6 November 1989 a dinner was held for
delegates of the Commonwealth Postal Conference.
They each received a uniquely numbered sheetlet
of 20 designs produced for Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth the Queen Mother's 85th birthday
omnibus stamp issue by CAPHCO Limited and The
House of Questa.
These were housed in a four page A4 folder, with
the sheetlet mounted in a Hagner-type card on page
three. The outside back cover was unprinted.
You may well recognise the sheet, as a similar
one that was unnumbered and bearing marginal text
instead was given away with an issue of Stamp
Magazine at the time of the birthday
Print quantities of the CAPHCO sheet are
unknown to me, but at least 630 were printed as that
is the number quoted on my sheetlet. It is doubtful
that many will have been retained, certainly I have
only ever seen my copy offered for sale.
I had been seeking this special printing for the
past 20 years, as I had become aware of it at the
time, but had never seen an example. My patience
finally paid off!
It was only while scanning the items, thereby
bringing both sheets together for the first time, that I
realised that there was a significant difference
between the two printings. Note how one has
imperforate margins (the CAPHCO version), while
the other is fully perforated (the Stamp Magazine
version). The former is more attractive, I feel.

Back in 1980 there were early experiments underway that involved the use of a laser beam to engrave
printing cylinders. The aim was to avoid the outmoded acid-etching then in use.
Crosfield Electronics were undertaking the
engraving trials, while Harrison & Sons undertook
the printing of giant Machin heads (200mm x
255mm) on its L&M7 sheet-fed gravure press.
Stamp dealer Mike Holt (www.mike-holt.com),
has in the past offered items from this development
trial describing them as follows in his price list:

(See page four for scans of both of the sheetlet types
and the two printed pages of the folder that was
used to house them.) *

Tesco Envelope Sample Indicia
You're too late...

The envelopes mentioned in the previous issue of
DS had gone from all of my (many) local Tesco
supermarkets by Christmas 2009, as had the second
type of packaging that had previously been
available uniquely from WHSmith branches.
Sales of both types of envelope pack cannot have
been very high, as they were never properly
publicised - other than in stamp magazines, of
course! *

1980 (SEPT). THE LASERGRAVURE SYSTEM 700. GIANT
HEAD. Printed for Crosfield Electronics Ltd by Harrison & Sons
on FCP ungummed paper. With photocopy of letter to Harrison
from Walker at Quality Assurance stating that "our PHQ staff
are quite impressed with the examples". With other notes
concerning this interesting item. Superb and very rare. £695

There is an interesting background story about
the development work at www.caffnib.co.uk/lg.htm
but do take note that the author, Nigel Bromley, had
no knowledge or involvement in the stamps project,
as I have already communicated with him, so please
do not trouble him further. He believes that the
stamp experiment work was kept "totally under
wraps" at the time.
Deegam Report issue number 73, as published by
D G A Myall, also includes an extensive report on
the trials that makes for interesting reading.
Interestingly, a copy of a letter in my possession
from Aubrey Walker of The Post Office Procurement Executive to K Scrimgeour of Harrison dated
30 October 1980 comments on the trial giant
Machin heads. He "could see how the definition
could be improved to meet required standards" and
proposed that stamp-sized examples should be
produced and that "if this is successful, PHQ will
select the original artwork of two Special Issue
stamps previously printed by Harrison and these can
be Lasergravure printed for direct comparison with
the photogravure versions."
It appears that the stamp-sized Machin head
stamps were never produced and the project was to
eventually die, without further proofing exercises.
(See page five for a scan of the giant Machin head
design with its Lasergravure text at foot. Two
close-ups have been inset in a darkened shade to
help show the detail.
This is a different trial to the purple giant head
design depicted in DS15.) *
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The CAPHCO delegate sheet (left) and Stamp Magazine giveaway (right).
The two delegate folder pages are not to the same scale as the sheetlets.
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London 2010 Stamp Exhibition
It's nearly here....

Be sure to check that you have planned your trip to
this major stamp exhibition, as it is only a few short
weeks away.
There will be lots to see at the show and a visit to
www.london2010.org.uk will provide all the
information that you will ever need to make the
most of this once-in-a-decade event. Or perhaps I
should say series of events, as the Festival of
Stamps is a year-long run of displays, exhibitions,
lectures, etc. nationwide.

If you only make one event other than the Business
Design Centre show, make sure that it is a trip to the
Guildhall Art Gallery in the City of London.
Between the 8-15 May ONLY there will be regular
demonstrations of intaglio printing by Dutch stamp
printer Joh. Enschedé. As this issue of DS was
being compiled, fuller details were not available,
but I understand that the £1 PUC Congress stamp of
1929 will be reprinted "before your very eyes".
Exact times of these demonstrations are unknown at
this point, but I have asked that the London 2010
website displays timings once known and if I
receive details before or during the event, then I will
send an email to those folk on my mailing list.
It appears that the stamps will not be available to
buy from the Art Gallery, but blocks of four in a
presentation pack will be sold by Royal Mail at the
main event, priced £4.95, probably from stock
printed earlier. Any unsold packs will be available
after the exhibition closes from Tallents House.
A similar idea proved very popular at TSS2000
when copies of the 1d Black stamps were printed.
Packs of these blocks of four now sell at around £30.
It is a shame that the main venue was not large
enough to accommodate this feature, as many interested collectors will miss out on seeing stamps
being printed. That said, the demonstration is just a
small part of a larger exhibition entitled Empire
Mail: George V and the GPO and this must-see
show is being put on by BPMA and the Royal Philatelic Collection, featuring a mix of rare stamps,
artwork and postal hardware. It runs from 7 May 25 July (10am-5pm Mon-Sat, 10am-4pm Sun).
£2.50 admission (concessions £1) applies. *

...and finally
I always welcome details of any new dummy finds from
printers of British stamps, past and present, and so
cordially invite you to drop me a line via the Guest Book
facility provided at:
www.stampprinters.info/guestbook.htm
Unfortunately, business, family and other
commitments to the hobby mean that I cannot guarantee
that I can rigidly stick to a publishing programme and
therefore suggest that you go to:
www.stampprinters.info/dummystamps.htm every so
often where PDF files of this and all future and previous
issues of Dummy Stamps will be available to view,
download or print-off. Thank you. *
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