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STAMP SCENE – June 2005 issue 
 
International exhibitions  The next international exhibition will be 
Naposta ’05 in Hanover, Germany (2-5 June) where stamps from The 
Queen’s collection will be shown. The display will comprise 10 frames, 
largely consisting of material in the Collection relating to former German 
colonies such as South West Africa, German East Africa, Marshall 
Islands, etc.  In addition there will be a frame of Heligoland, which was 
British until 1890.  Frames 9 and 10 will show items from the British 
Virgin Islands (including the ‘missing Virgin’), Jamaica, Barbados, 
Trinidad, British Guiana, and Bermuda. Enquiries: website www.naposta-
2005.de   
    Taipei 2005, Taiwan (19-24 August) follows, with the 18th Asian 
International Stamp Exhibition, to be held at the Taipei World Trade 
Center under FIAP patronage. It will be a large-scale philatelic event and 
the first held by Chunghwa Post Company following its recent 
establishment. 1,500 frames of displays and around 150 sales booths will 
greet visitors and a souvenir sheet will be issued on each day of the show.   
Enquiries: website http://taipei2005.post.gov.tw  
 
UK exhibitions  The sixth Midpex stamp exhibition will be held at the 
Midlands Sports Centre for the Disabled, Tile Hill, Coventry on Saturday 
25 June from 10.00 to 4.00. It will include stands with representatives 
from 50 specialist stamp societies and 40 dealers and is conveniently 
located for non-drivers alongside Tile Hill railway station. Enquiries: 
email mbenford@bigfoot.com, or write to Mervyn at Cloudshill, High 
Street, Shutford, Banbury OX15 6PQ.  
    Thematica will be held at its usual venue, the Carisbrooke Hall in 
Seymour Street, London W2, on 25-26 June. All aspects of thematic 
philately will be covered, including displays from senior and junior 
collectors, and dealers from home and overseas will be offering a wide 
range of philatelic material.  
 
Royal Philatelic Collection  Stamps from The Queen’s collection will be 
on display at the Museum of New Zealand (Te Papa Tongarewa) in 
Wellington from 16 July 2005 until 15 January 2006. The display, in nine 
frames, will be of early New Zealand material (the ‘Chalon’ head).  The 
display is part of a much larger exhibition - Stamped - covering 
communication within and to/from New Zealand and coincides with the 
150th anniversary of the first New Zealand stamps in July 1855. 
 
Philatelic society meetings  On 9 June members of the Royal Philatelic 
Society London will be entertained by a visit from The Collectors Club, 
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New York. The Society’s AGM will follow on 30 June. Meetings will 
then resume in September. Enquiries: Royal Philatelic Society London, 
41 Devonshire Place, London W1G 6JY, or see website www.rpsl.org.uk  
   The June meetings of the National Philatelic Society are: Mauritius by J 
Wilson (11th) and Cairo to Baghdad (Desert Service) by Robin Bertram 
(30th). The society’s AGM will be held on 9 July (11.00) followed by 
auction (13.15), and members’ displays (15.00). Enquiries: National 
Philatelic Society, 107 Charterhouse St, London EC1M 6PT or see 
website www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps   
   The GB Philatelic Society will hold a regional meeting at Midpex on 25 
June and a Golden Jubilee weekend at York on 29-30 July.   Membership 
enquiries: GB Philatelic Society, Greylands, Melton, Woodbridge IP12 
1QE, or see website www.gbps.org.uk  
 
Philatelic Congress  The Philatelic Congress of GB will be held at the 
Midland Hotel, Derby, 7-10 July. Arrangements are being made for the 
Signing of the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists and the presentation of 
the Congress Medal to be at the Royal Crown Derby Centre. The 2006 
Congress will be held in Renfrew (6-9 July) and future events in Leeds 
(2007), Manchester (2009), London (2010), Norwich (2011) and Perth 
(2012). The first Congress was held in Manchester in 1909. 
 
Roll of Distinguished Philatelists  New signatories to the Roll have 
recently been announced and the formal signing ceremony will occur at 
the Derby Philatelic Congress next month. The Roll was established in 
1921 by the Philatelic Congress of Great Britain, with the approval of His 
Majesty King George V, who was the first signatory. 
The recipients this year are: 
• Tore Gjelsvik (Norway) – considered to be the leading authority on 

the classic stamps of Norway;  
• George Jay Kramer (USA) – a major philatelic writer, exhibitor and 

stamp show commissioner; 
• Dr Jean Storch (France) – the pre-eminent student and author of 

early 20th century French philately; 
• Jussi Tuori (Finland) – currently the foremost collector of classic 

Finland and Denmark; 
• Professor Barrie Jay (UK) – a major contributor to our better 

understanding of British postal history through his philatelic 
authorship and exhibiting. Richard West recently interviewed Barrie 
and his article can be found elsewhere in this Bulletin. 

 
Auctions: Forthcoming   Sothebys will hold the third sale of the 
collection of Sir Gawaine Baillie, Bt in Melbourne, 13-15 July. The sale 

http://www.rpsl.org.uk/
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includes many fine unused stamps of the Australian States (1850-90), and 
great rarities from the first years of the Australian Commonwealth from 
1913. The British Africa section of the collection will be auctioned in 
London in November. The Baillie collection, thought to be the most 
important stamp collection sold for 50 years, has been estimated to fetch 
in excess of £11 million. The sale of GB material (29 September/1 
October 2004) realised £3.6 million. For details of Sir Gawaine Baillie 
and his collection see Bulletin, September 2004, pp.4-5. Auction 
enquiries: Sothebys 020 7293 6000. 
     Cavendish’s Worldwide Sale on 16-17 June will feature the Adrian 
Cadbury Collection of West Africa, Ken Clark’s Military Mail of the Far 
East, an outstanding collection of Sarawak, Con Rutter’s Yorkshire Postal 
History, Japanese Occupation Mail, Gold Coast and Nigeria, and Great 
Britain. For details of this and future auctions contact Cavendish on 
01332 250970 or see website www.cavendish-auctions.com  
    Spink will auction the Edward M Gilbert Collection of Important 
British Empire Stamps on 14-17 June, followed by Stamps & Covers of 
the World on 7 July.  For details of future sales contact Spink, telephone 
020 7563 4000 or see website: www.spink.com 
    Stanley Gibbons will be holding a sale of Tasmania sometime in June. 
Sale catalogues were unavailable at time of publication of this Bulletin. 
Enquiries: website www.stanleygibbons.com/auction; email 
repps@stanleygibbons.co.uk; or call 020 7557 4416. 
 
    The next auction by Grosvenor will be a General Sale in early July. 
Enquiries: Telephone 0207 379 8789; email info@grosvenor-
auctions.co.uk; or visit www.grosvenorauctions.com  
 
Auctions: Recent   The Cavendish sale held in January included a 
realisation of £2,200 (against an estimate of £1,000) for the 1931 SG 
BB33 5/- British stamp booklet with a Dubarry Shalimar Hair Cream 
advert on the cover; while the March sale saw many lots achieving well 
above estimate, including an 1841 Penny Red mint block of 4 realising 
£650 (£300 estimate). 
    Grosvenor’s sale held on 10/11 March confirmed the strength of the 
philatelic market at present. The first day presented the Apollonia 
Collection of Bermuda King George VI Large Key Type issues to an 
enthusiastic response, with particular emphasis being placed on the 
scarcer varieties. One highlight was a ‘Prague’ cover, one of around 
fifteen believed to have been sent, bearing the 12s 6d stamp in the 
distinctive grey and yellow shade, all the covers having being registered 
from Hamilton on June 18, 1947 and addressed to a stamp dealer in 
Prague. This lot sold for £3,529 (estimate £3,500-£4,000), with a total 
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sale figure of £234,330 for day one.  On the following day, the sale was 
of Stamps and Postal History of the World, with a total realisation of 
£326,834. There were no spectacular British pieces for sale, as these tend 
to be reserved for the one-country sales. 
    Harmers All World sale of 5 April included the Michael and Sylvia 
Goaman archive of proofs and essays from the estate of these famous 
postage stamp and banknote designers. Amassed over a period of fifty 
years, there were 189 lots from many countries 
    Enquiries: Telephone 0208 747 6100, email 
auctions@harmers.demon.co.uk or visit www.harmers.com  
   Apex Auctions held a sale on 10 April that included the third recorded 
example of the 2d blue perforated Prince Consort essay of 1850. 
Previously, it had been believed that copies only existed in the Royal 
Philatelic Collection and the British Postal Museum and Archive 
collection. £38,800 realisation 
    Articles on the Prince Consort essays have previously been published 
in the February 1974 and June 1984 editions of the Bulletin. 
 
Publications  Stanley Gibbons has recently produced its latest full-colour 
catalogue on the stamps of Canada from SG1 to the end of 2004. It 
contains details familiar to users of the ‘Part One’ British Commonwealth 
listings and several new varieties have been added to earlier issues. It 
retails at £14.95.  
   The How to Identify Stamps handbook has not been published since 
1994, but now makes a welcome reappearance in an updated edition that 
uses full-colour imagery for the first time. It teaches collectors new and 
old how to study stamp inscriptions as the means of recognising the 
issuing countries. The book starts by covering ‘key inscriptions’ (i.e. all 
the words and figures used on stamps in addition to the design) and then 
moves on to listing country names as they appear in the normal alphabet. 
This is followed by the Greek alphabet, the Cyrillic group, Indian States, 
Far East Scripts, other scripts and ‘no-name’ stamps.  It also includes a 
section on how to use the Gibbons range of stamp catalogues. Originally 
compiled by the late James Watson, this fourth edition has been fully 
revised and updated by Michael Briggs. It contains 40 pages and retails at 
a reasonable £4.95. 
   Another old friend has returned in the form of the Gibbons Thirkell 
Position Finder, which has been brought back in response to popular 
demand from collectors. The Thirkell is used to indicate positions of 
flaws, retouches and re-entries on postage stamps and retails at £4.50. 
Enquiries: email sales@stanleygibbons.co.uk; or call 01425 472363. 
   The 10th booklet in the series ‘Scotland and Philately’ has recently been 
published by Stanley Brown and Ken Norris. Entitled ‘Forty Years of 
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Congress Covers’ it records that the first annual gathering of Scottish 
philatelists occurred in 1924, but that it was not until 1962 that a special 
handstamp was sponsored to commemorate the event. Held in Glasgow, 
Bridge of Allen, Falkirk and Stirling down the years, it has, since 2002, 
found a new home at Perth, where events are already lined-up through to 
2013. Containing 32 profusely illustrated pages, this monograph is 
available for a mere £1.30 postage paid within the UK from Stanley 
Brown, 14 Buchan Drive, Perth, Scotland, PH1 1NQ. 
 
Bath Postal Museum The current exhibition of greetings telegrams and 
postal memorabilia, on show until the end of December, starts with 1870 
pre-paid telegraph forms (as telegrams were then called), delivery 
envelopes, photographs and other information relating to the early days of 
the service.  It continues with numerous examples of colourful Greetings 
Telegrams for everyday messages and special telegrams for Valentine’s 
Day, weddings, births and birthdays. Another section  shows how people 
were encouraged to save money through the Post Office Savings Bank 
and expected to use postal orders instead of sending cash through the 
post. The Museum is normally open Monday to Saturday, 11.00-17.00, 
but please check before visiting.  
    Enquiries: Bath Postal Museum, 8 Broad Street, Bath BA1 5LJ.  
Telephone 01225  460333; website www.bathpostalmuseum.org; e-mail 
info@bathpostalmuseum.org   An article on greetings telegrams was 
published in the Bulletin in March. 
 
Dublin to Belfast Railway Line   2005 sees the 150th anniversary of the 
completion of this vital rail link and An Post (the Irish Post Office) 
commemorated the event with a set of four stamps, a prestige booklet and 
a miniature sheet, all issued on 5 April.  The stamps detail several events 
in the life of the line, namely one of the first trains crossing the Boyne 
Valley viaduct; a train entering Connolly Station in Dublin; the ultra-
modern Enterprise leaving Belfast; and the current Enterprise speeding 
through the Irish countryside. The service that is provided today is so fast 
and reliable that attempts at establishing air-links are always stifled. 
Capable of 145kmph, the journey is completed in air-conditioned luxury 
in just over 2 hours.  
 
Nelson and the Royal Navy, 1750 to 1815   Bonhams, will be holding a 
special sale of Nelson memorabilia entitled ‘The Trafalgar Sale’ on 5 
July. The sale will celebrate Horatio Nelson’s spectacular naval career, 
which culminated in the decisive victory at Trafalgar, a victory that 
changed the international balance of power in Britain’s favour for over 
100 years.  

http://www.bathpostalmuseum.org/
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   The sale includes a wide range of fine and decorative art and prices for 
individual items will start from £500 and rise to over £100,000. The 
auction will encompass Nelson relics and commemorative wares, marine 
paintings and prints, ceramics and glass, arms, uniforms and medals, 
letters and manuscripts, ship models, Napoleonic prisoner-of-war work, 
navigational instruments, silver, jewels and other decorative arts.   
   Bonhams is working closely with `SeaBritain 2005', the National 
Maritime Museum's nation-wide initiative to celebrate Britain's 
relationship with the sea during this significant anniversary year.  
    Enquiries: contact Jon Baddeley, telephone 0207 313 3149; email 
jon.baddeley@bonhams.com ; website www.bonhams.com/nelson 
 
Stamp Lover  The February 2005 edition of the bi-monthly magazine of 
the National Philatelic Society contained several interesting articles. 
These include a report on a recent visit to the Swedish Postal Museum, 
the 150th anniversary of the Australian Eureka Stockade, the NPS library 
and a feature on the stamps of the Maldive Islands. A thought provoking 
article by Michael Furnell (editor) entitled ‘An excessive output from 
Royal Mail in 2005?’,  records the offerings contained in a publicity 
brochure that outlined the plans for new issues from Royal Mail. Michael 
concluded that the British Philatelic Bulletin and Postmark Bulletin were 
“the best bargains of the lot for 12 months of interesting reading about 
British stamps both ancient and modern”.   
    Enquiries: National Philatelic Society, 107 Charterhouse St, London 
EC1M 6PT or see website www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps   
 
British Library Philatelic Collections   A selection of the world’s rarest 
and most fascinating stamps is now available online for philatelists to 
explore at the British Library’s expanded Collect Britain site. 80 items, 
many of which are from the renowned Tapling Collection, can be viewed 
as high quality images at: 
http://www.collectbritain.co.uk/collections/philatelic/.  Treasures from 
overseas include the Post Office Mauritius ‘Post Office’ issue of 1847 
and the British Guiana 1850-51 4 cents lemon-yellow.  British items 
include the 1858-79 1d red Plate 77 and the 1912-24 1d definitive in a 
black proof sheet of 200 (20x10) for coil production.  
    Each item is accompanied by detailed explanatory notes, providing the 
historical context and philatelic importance of the stamps on display and 
can be enlarged on screen. This is an exciting development and the next 
best thing to having the material in your own home, as many items can 
only be seen in the British Library.  
    Enquiries: Contact Lawrence Christensen at the British Library Press 
Office, Telephone 020 7412 7114;  email lawrence.christensen@bl.uk  
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Jamestown 2007 activities at Washington 2006  The US nation’s 
capital is due to hold an international stamp show 27 May-3 June next 
year and Jamestown 2007, which commemorates the 400th anniversary of 
the arrival of European settlers in the Jamestown Colony, will be taking 
part. Both parties will be helping each other to enhance and promote 
philatelic activities.  
    Enquiries: visit websites http://www.jamestown2007.org and 
http://www.washington-2006.org  
 
(2,498 words) 
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STAMP SCENE – July 2005 issue 
Glenn H Morgan FRPSL 

 
GB DSB SC – The Great Britain Decimal Stamp Book Study Circle is 
considering expanding its coverage from just stamp books to all modern 
British material issued by Royal Mail.  Members will be invited to offer 
their opinions and a vote will be held in due course after a presentation at 
the AGM of the Circle. It is even considering a merger with its sister 
organisation – the British Decimal Stamps Study Circle – and initial 
discussions proved fruitful. This possible change of scope has come about 
largely because of the severe reduction in stamp books planned for 
issuance during 2005 and the fact that members recently indicated in a 
survey that their collecting interests were wider than just books.  
    Enquiries: For GB DSB SC information contact the membership 
secretary, T. Wilkins, 3, Buttermere Close, Brierley Hill, West Midlands 
DY5 3SD or visit www.gbdsbsc.co.uk; for BDSSC subscription 
enquiries, more information and a free copy of the Newsletter contact the 
Secretary. Either e-mail Davidthreadgold@bdssc.co.uk, write to him at 
Dave Threadgold, 39 Scrub Rise, Billericay CM12 9PG or visit their 
website at www.bdssc.co.uk 
 
Forthcoming Auctions   Sothebys will hold the third sale of the 
collection of Sir Gawaine Baillie, Bt in Melbourne, 13th-15th July. This 
includes many fine unused stamps of the Australian States (1850-90), and 
great rarities from the first years of the Australian Commonwealth from 
1913. The British Africa section of the collection will be auctioned in 
London in November. For details of Sir Gawaine Baillie and his 
collection see Bulletin, September 2004. Auction enquiries: Sothebys 020 
7293 6000. 
 Cavendish has sales lined-up for 22nd July, 22nd-23rd September and 
23rd-24th November. There will also be a postal only literature sale on 1st 
August. For details of these and future auctions contact Cavendish on 
01332250970 or see website www.cavendish-auctions.com  
 Spink will auction Stamps & Covers of the World on 7th July. For 
details of future sales contact Spink, telephone 020 75634000 or see 
website www.spink.com 
 
Recent Auctions    Cavendish held a sale on 22nd April that included the 
J Bruce Adam India collection, with many prices realised being well 
above estimate. In the GB section, collections saw great competition 
among collectors eager to fill their gaps “in bulk”, including a Lighthouse 
album that sold for £2,760 (£1,200 estimate). The 2001 self-adhesive 2nd 
class blue in an imperforate pane of 24, block of 4 and a partly 

mailto:davethread@lineone.net
http://www.cavendish-auctions.com/
http://www.spink.com/


imperforate strip of 5 had an estimate of £400, but perhaps surprisingly 
only realised £280.   
    Bonhams sale of 26th April saw over 1,000 lots (close to 400 of which 
were GB) go under the hammer. These British items covered all periods 
and included two imperforate pairs of Settler’s Tale 26p and 43p 
Millennium stamps thought to be from proof sheets. Estimated at 
£100/120 each pair they remained unsold. The 1964 Shakespeare 2/6d 
value in the so-called ‘jet-black’ shade realised £250 against an estimate 
of £150-£180. A 1934 3/- advertisers promotional booklet in a tete-beche 
block of four sold for £1,950 (£1,500-£1,800 estimate). Enquiries: 
website www.bonhams.com or write to Bonhams, Montpelier Street, 
Knightsbridge, London SW7 1HH for details of future sales. 
 
CBN Engravings   Canadian Bank Note (CBN) is offering engraved 
vignettes for purchase. These historical non-philatelic items are printed 
on exclusive watermarked paper containing special security fibres and 
use intaglio inks manufactured by CBN. Each vignette is approximately 
4" x 6" (10.2cm x 15.3cm) and are mounted on an 8 ½" x 10" (21.5cm x 
25.4cm) grey matte ready for framing. The vignettes are also available 
unmounted in limited quantities and printed on cream-coloured Vellum 
Bristol paper. 
    The series comprises 19 images, namely two ships, five streetcars 
(trams), four animals (buffalo, elk, beaver and lion), two trains, two 
logging scenes, the Parliament building and three portraits (flower girl, 
shepherdess and an American Indian). Prices range from C$25-C$35 
mounted, or C$20-C$30 unmounted, per single image.   
    Enquiries: visit http://www.cbnco.com/bluepages/vignettes-list.html 
for ordering details and illustrations of each image. 
    Canadian Bank Note Company, Limited has been in the stamp printing 
industry since 1897 and is a supplier to governments around the world.  
 
UK exhibitions    Autumn Stampex (14-18 September) will feature a 
variety of stands from stamp dealers to Royal Mail and from the National 
Philatelic Society to the Friends of the British Postal Museum and 
Archive. There are also the annual competitions covering traditional 
philately, postal history and thematics to aero philately and literature. 
Younger collectors can also compete in The British Youth 
Championships and the Stamp Active competitions. Enquiries: Philatelic 
Traders Society (Organisers) Telephone: 01252 628006; Venue - 
Business Design Centre, 52 Upper Street, Islington, London, N1 0QH. 
    October 27th-29th will see the popular Philatex fair at the Royal 
Horticultural Society, New Hall, Greycoat Street, Westminster, London 
SW1.  Enquiries: contact the organiser Trevor Davis on 020 8946 4489. 
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International Exhibitions   The next show will be Taipei 2005, Taiwan 
which is to be held at the Taipei World Trade Center under FIAP 
patronage (19-24 August). 1,500 frames of displays, around 150 sales 
booths and a souvenir on each day of the show are some of the highlights. 
Enquiries: website http://taipei2005.post.gov.tw 
 The Berlin International Stamp Fair is to be held at  
Hangr 2 Tempelhof Airport, Berlin, on Thursday 8th to Saturday 10th 
September 2005. Entrance is free and will include sports and Olympics 
competitive exhibits. There will also be a special display of the Penny 
Black ‘the mother of all stamps’, as the organiser’s website declares. 
Dealers, postal administrations (including German Post), a youth centre, 
first day of issue ceremonies and society meetings complete the 
attractions.   
    October 27th-30th will see the 13th annual Autumn Postage Stamp 
Mega-Event. Held at the Jacob Javits Convention Centre, Hall E, 655 
West 34th Street, New York City, NY, USA, attractions usually include 
over 100 National and International dealers, a special show cancel, 
societies/clubs, free lectures, free appraisals, a kids area and educational 
computer activities. Enquiries: e-mail asda@erols.com or visit 
www.asdaonline.com 
    The 57th International Stamp Fair and 44th Europa International 
Philatelic Exhibition will be held in Riccione, Italy (26th-28th August 
2005), together with the 10th Europa Card Show and the 21st Postcard 
show in adjoining halls. A few days later (3rd-4th September) will see the 
55th National Numismatic Show at the same venue. Enquiries: email 
expo@commune.riccione.rn.it or visit their website www.commune-
riccione.rn.it/expo for further information. 
    Washington 2006, the next major American stamp exhibition (27th May 
–3rd June at the Washington, DC Convention Center), is less than a year 
away. Anyone interested in receiving periodic email announcements 
about activities and events may sign up to receive them automatically. 
Simply click on the link on the home page www.washington2006.org 
labelled ‘Subscribe now’. 
 
Stamp Magazine goes global  If you are an overseas reader of the 
Bulletin and cannot find the print version of IPC Media’s publication 
Stamp Magazine locally, then you may wish to know that it  is now 
available in its entirety in a special online edition all around the world.  
    Enquiries: for website subscription enquiries and to download a free 
sample of the 70th birthday (October 2004) edition go to  
www.stampmagazine.co.uk/content/zinio.htm  
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NIPS Postcard addition – The North of Ireland Philatelic Society 
(NIPS) has recently issued its 19th postcard in a fascinating series of 
postal-related themes. The latest colour card depicts an Edward VII lamp 
box located at Enniskillen; while earlier cards have shown postmen, 
postal maps, Post Offices, postal transport, etc. Cards 3-8 and 10-19 are 
available mint at 40p each. 10 of the 19 are also available cancelled on 
the first day of availability at £1 each (card 19 is available with either a 
Belfast or Giants Causeway cancel). All orders are subject to a 40p P&P 
charge. Enquiries and orders to: Norman Scott, 49 Kingsdale Park, 
Belfast, Northern Ireland BT5 7BZ. 
 
Royal Philatelic Collection   Stamps from The Queen's collection will be 
on display at the Museum of New Zealand (Te Papa Tongarewa) in 
Wellington from 16 July 2005 until 15 January 2006. The display, in nine 
frames, will be of early New Zealand material (the 'Chalon head). The 
display is part of a much larger exhibition - Stamped - covering 
communication within and to/from New Zealand and coincides with the 
150th anniversary of the first New Zealand stamps in July 1855. 
 
Philatelic Congress    The Philatelic Congress of GB will be held at the 
Midland Hotel, Derby, 7-10 July. Arrangements are being made for the 
Signing of the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists and the presentation of 
the Congress Medal to be at the Royal Crown Derby Centre. The 2006 
Congress will be held in Renfrew (6-9 July) and future events in Leeds 
(2007), Manchester (2009), London (2010), Norwich (2011) and Perth 
(2012). The first Congress was held in Manchester in 1909. 
 
Philatelic society meetings    The National Philatelic Society's AGM will 
be held on 9 July (11.00) followed by auction (13.15), and members' 
displays (15.00). Enquiries: National Philatelic Society, 107 Charterhouse 
St, London ECIM 6PT or see website www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps 
    The GB Philatelic Society will celebrate its Golden Jubilee with a 
special weekend at York on 29-30 July. Membership enquiries: GB 
Philatelic Society, Greylands, Melton, Woodbridge IP12 1QE, or see 
website www.gbps.org.uk 
 
Memories of 1945   Isle of Man Post, in conjunction with the Imperial 
War Museum, recently issued an attractive miniature sheet (face £2) and 
set of 4 se-tenant pairs of stamps (face £3.60) to commemorate the end of 
world war two and focused on celebration and reflection. Reproducing 
original black and white photographs with red text, they perfectly evoke 
the period depicted.  

http://www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps
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    Isle of Man Post enquiries: Email stamps@iompost.com, Web Address 
www.iompost.com or write to them at PO Box 10M, Spring Valley 
Industrial Estate, Douglas, ISLE OF MAN, IM99 1PB Via UK. They are 
also available from your favourite new issue dealer. 
 
New Books    The 28th edition of the Booth catalogue Collect GB First 
Day Covers has recently appeared and it just keeps getting better.  It is 
perhaps easy to scoff at this aspect of the hobby, believing that FDCs are 
a modern phenomenon not worthy of attention, but this book dispels that 
myth. In over 400 pages, this catalogue includes items from 1839 to 
2005. The most expensive cover contained within appears to be £65,000 
for a 2d Blue imperforate with a Maltese cross and datestamp cancelled 
on 8th May 1840. A special full colour 18-page section in this edition 
depicts almost 80 FDCs from the short reign of King Edward VIII. A 
checklist of pre-release covers is included for the first time, with prices 
up to £2,000. Published by: First Day Publishing Company, P O Box 11, 
Arundel BN18 9SS with a suggested retail price of £9.80. Copies are 
available from them, or via your favourite dealer. 
    The active American Topical Association last October published 
volume two of Computers on Stamps and Stationery (ATA Handbook 
152) by Larry Dodson, picking-up where volume one left off in 1998.  
235 predominantly black and white pages covers the whole subject in 
great detail for a reasonable US$25 (plus US$5 postage to the UK), in a 
perfect-bound ‘almost A5’ format. Many of the items that thematic 
collectors treasure are to be found within, including colour, perforation 
and watermark variations. Overprints and surcharges are also included, 
although exhibitors should be careful not to include these if they change 
the initial theme depicted. For enquiries about this and many other of 
their publications that are still in print covering many topical (thematic) 
subjects contact the association. Discounts are offered to ATA members 
and those also buying volume one, so it may pay to first contact ATA PO 
Box 57, Arlington TX76004-0057 USA or email  
americantopical@msn.com or visit the website  
www.americantopicalassn.org. 
Society Publications    The April issue of Stamp Lover, the magazine of 
the National Philatelic Society, includes articles on Dr Livingston 
expedition covers, modern USA, Basra, stamps from Samos and details 
of the forgotten country of Stampalia, plus the usual book reviews, news 
etc.   Enquiries: National Philatelic Society, 107 Charterhouse St, London 
EC1M 6PT or see website www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps 
    Rundbrief, the journal of the German Group Forschungsgemeinschaft 
Grossbritannien E.V. has recently issued number 139 of its 66pp, part-
colour, bound A4 publication.  It always covers the full range of British 
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philatelic material and this issue is no exception. Included are articles on 
Victorian postal history, Charles Whiting essays, stamp papers, perfins, 
registered mail, London Penny Post to satisfy the traditionalist, but it is 
also up to date with information on all the new releases from Royal Mail. 
Perhaps not surprisingly, the text is in the German language, but this 
Study Group offers its readers the results of serious research into GB 
philately.  Enquiries: www.fggb.de (there is an English language 
welcome page, but the body of the site is in German). 
   The April issue of ABPS News, the official magazine of the Association 
of British Philatelic Societies, has become an extremely useful 
publication to any active stamp collector. This edition includes an article 
on Fred Melville, the legendary philatelic writer and collector, by Ken 
Chapman. Ken is something of a legend himself, having been editor to 
the much lamented Stamp Collecting Weekly and Philatelic Magazine, 
and who is due to be celebrating his 95th birthday this month.  The 
balance of the magazine contains the usual news round-ups, diaries, Post 
Office updates, society information pages, etc. Enquiries: ABPS, P O Box 
199, Thetford IP24 3WX or visit its website at  
www.ukphilately.org.uk/abps   
    Cross Post is the publication of the Friends of [Royal Mail] Postal 
Heritage. Its Spring 2005 issue includes several fascinating articles 
(almost all now in colour). These are: An India Letter from Chile?, 
Proposed Irish Free State High Values, Compound Plate Printing, 
Development of the Postal Card, the Royal Philatelic Collection and The 
Post Office and the Oxford Union Society. This was the last issue under 
the able editorship of Geoffrey Eibl-Kaye and Richard West, well known 
to readers of this publication, will become its Editor with effect from the 
next issue. If Richard can bring about changes to Cross Post in line with 
those that he introduced for ABPS News, then an exciting era awaits its 
readers. Friends membership enquiries: Mrs. Avice Harms, 13 Amethyst 
Avenue, Davis Estate, Chatham ME5 9TX. 
 
Julian Chapman Memorial Scholarship    Applications are invited by 
30th September 2005 for this travelling scholarship, worth up to £2,500, 
from philatelists, wherever resident, wishing to study Commonwealth 
stamps or postal history.  
     Enquiries: for full information and an application form apply to The 
Julian Chapman Memorial Scholarship, The Royal Philatelic Society 
London, 41 Devonshire Place, London W1G 6JY as soon as possible. 
       
Spanish Fournier Archive Acquired   Greg Manning Auctions has 
recently acquired the Fournier Printing Archives, which contain an 
inventory of previously unavailable philatelic material printed for 40 

http://www.fggb.de/
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countries worldwide between 1966-1991, for approximately $6 million.  
It is expected that material will be made available to collectors over a 
period of years, such is the scale of the archive. The true value of these 
items only became apparent following the recent sale of the United 
Nations Archive, which sold for US$3 million in 2003. Greg Manning, 
CEO, stated: “Collectors wishing to upgrade their collections will have 
the opportunity to purchase proofs, imperforates and varieties in an effort 
to obtain gold medals at exhibitions, or simply to own a rare item.”  
     Enquiries: website www.gregmanning.com or email  
info@gregmanning.com 
 
 
(2,563 words) 

http://www.gregmanning.com/
mailto:info@gregmanning.com


STAMP SCENE – August 2005 issue 
Glenn H Morgan FRPSL 
 
Thematic Seminar   The National Philatelic Society is holding a day-
long  thematic collecting seminar on Saturday 20 August at its London 
EC1 headquarters, when Brian Sole FRPSL and Sheila Foster will give 
delegates the opportunity to learn about thematic collecting and 
displaying.   
    The cost including coffee and lunch is a very reasonable £8 for NPS 
members or £10 for non-members. The topics covered include how to 
choose a subject, gather material and organise a collection, and how to 
select material to display and arrange it for competitions.  
    Places are limited and the deadline for applications is 5 August.  
Enquiries: Chris Oliver, NPS, 107 Charterhouse Street, London EC1M 
6PT, enclosing a stamped and addressed envelope, or for late applications 
email nps@ukphilately.org.uk from where NPS membership details are 
also available. 
 
 
UK Exhibitions    Autumn Stampex (14-18 September) will feature a 
variety of stands from stamp dealers to Royal Mail and from the National 
Philatelic Society to the Friends of the British Postal Museum and 
Archives There are also the annual competitions covering traditional 
philately, postal history and thematics to aero philately and literature. 
Younger collectors can also compete in The British Youth 
Championships and the Stamp Active competitions. Enquiries: Philatelic 
Traders Society (Organisers) Telephone: 01252 628006. The venue is the 
Business Design Centre, 52 Upper Street, Islington, London N1. 
   27-29 October are the dates for the very popular Philatex fair, which is 
again being held at the Royal Horticultural Society, New Hall, Greycoat 
Street, Westminster, London SW1.  Enquiries: Contact the organiser, 
Trevor Davis, on 020 8946 4489. 
 
 
Mark Sargent    Of interest to collectors of British material from every 
era will be Mark’s newly updated website, which he claims is ‘The most 
comprehensive price list of Great British Stamps on the Internet in the 
world’. At the time of writing, the site had just been relaunched and some 
sections were lacking content, but it certainly seems to be a most useful 
source of material with stock prices varying from £4450 for a Victorian 
£5 Orange fine mounted mint to mere pence for modern definitive items.  
Mark is a PTS member and a regular standholder at Stampex. 
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International Exhibitions   Major world stamp events scheduled for the 
first half of 2006 include the Spring Postage Stamp Mega Event, New 
York USA (16-19 March); 16th International Stamp Fair, Essen Germany 
(4-6 May) and the Washington 2006 International, Washington USA (27 
May-3 June). 
 
 
Society Publications    The June issue of Themescene, the publication of 
the British Thematic Association, has appeared. It contains its usual range 
of useful features, articles and news including a look back at a philatelic 
autobiography, a report on a visit to the Australian Post Master Gallery, 
an obituary on Slania and much more besides. Enquiries: Membership 
Secretary, Peter Denly FRPSL, 9 Oaklands Park, Bishop’s Stortford 
CM23 2BY.   
    The Great Britain Collectors Club quarterly Chronicle for April 
includes a feature article entitled “From Hill to Bickerdyke: The 
experimental and early machine postmarks of England 1857-1901” by 
Jerry H Miller, which in its 14 pages covers this subject in great detail. 
Indeed, Jerry has a gold medal collection formed over a period of 20 
years, so was well positioned to write this article. Other parts of the 
magazine cover another year on e-bay, Mostly Machins, a book review of 
the new Errors catalogue by Tom Pierron and general society business. 
Enquiries: Paul J Phillips, Editor, P O Box 68019, Cincinnati OH45206 
USA. 
    The Insurance and Banking PS’s publication I&BPS Newsletter for 
May, which is ably edited by Brian Sole FRPSL, covers society news and 
articles on Cochin, SS Great Britain and responses regarding an earlier 
article about banks’ post-war economy labels. Enquiries: Anyone 
employed in, or retired from, the financial services industry should 
contact I&BPS Membership Secretary, John Pearce, Elm House, Temple 
End, Gt. Wilbraham, Cambridge CB1 5JF or email 
john@templestamp.freeserve.co.uk 
    Topical Time, the publication of the American Topical Association, has 
92 pages in its May-June issue and is always a good read if topical 
(thematic) collecting interests you.  Main articles in this issue cover a 
history of the UPU, America’s Cup (Yachting) stamps, Peter Pan turns 
100, Shakespeare’s tragedies, the Twin Towers and Bernadette’s 
Apparitions (Lourdes). There is also a useful critique on an exhibit 
entitled “Chariots and Carriages”, as well as the usual features and 
society business. Enquiries: ATA, PO Box 57, Arlington, TX76004-0057, 
USA. 

mailto:john@templestamp.freeserve.co.uk


    The Great Britain Philatelic Society has two regular publications 
entitled The GB Journal and The GBPS Newsletter. Both include articles 
of lasting value to the collector of British stamps and together amount to 
66 pages. May/June editions of both are to hand and the Journal covers 
subjects as varied as Lundy Telegraph “creations” produced on a 
computer through to a feature on Mrs Georgina Kermode of coil stamp 
fame. The use of colour within some of the features helps to add to the 
enjoyment of receiving this publication. The newsletter includes society 
business and shorter articles that are of no lesser value for their lack of 
length. Enquiries: GBPS Membership Secretary, Debbie Harman, 
Greylands, Melton, Woodbridge IP12 1QE, E-mail memsec@gbps.org.uk 
or visit www.gbps.org.uk 
    Studiegrop Britannia publishes Britannia News predominantly in the 
Dutch language, which can make understanding difficult if this is not a 
language that is familiar to you. However, all articles are well illustrated 
and it is always worth checking-out, for it covers all periods of British 
stamps. The May issue includes an extensive auction of almost 700 lots 
and articles on registered mail, the latest new issues and part two of 
parliamentary free-franking mail. There is also the ‘bonus’ in the form of  
a 4-page English language article on variations in the £2 Questa gravure 
printed stamp booklet and 2 pages covering new issues from An Post, the 
Irish Post Office. Membership enquiries: P R De Rooij, Verlengde 
Horstlaan 4, 3971 MP Driebergen-Rijsenburg, The Netherlands or visit 
www.sgbritannia.nl 
   If postal stationery interests you, The Postal Stationery Society publish 
an A4 sized 24-page journal that will prove necessary reading. The May 
issue focuses on the discovery of what is believed to be a trial ‘Swift Air 
Plus Recorded’ pre-paid envelope, King George 5 ‘field service cards’, 
‘Imperial penny postcard rate’ stationery and Holy Land aerogrammes.  
In addition, there are many other useful smaller features. Enquiries:  
Secretary, Colin Baker, 4 Greenhill Gardens, Sutton Veny, Warminster 
BA12 7AY. 
 
 
Yahoo! Groups   Yahoo! is much more than just the popular Internet 
search engine that people use to locate appropriate web pages that match 
their needs. It offers many other services, including Groups. It can be 
described as one email address and website that allows you to share 
photos and files, plan events, send a newsletter, stay in touch with like 
minded people and discuss interests.  
    There are currently 642 Groups related to the hobby of philately and 
some naturally are of greater worth than others. Many are simply a 
chance to chat, exchange and buy or sell stamps at a fairly elementary 
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level; while others are of a more scholarly nature. Examples of the latter 
include Groups covering revenues and cinderella’s, the work of the late 
engraver Slania, specialised modern American issues, Victorian stamps of 
GB… the list goes on.  
    Some Groups require that you join them before viewing is allowed – 
it’s free; while others are public Groups that anyone can view. If you do 
not see a site that covers your interests, the great thing is that you can 
very easily start one! Enquiries: visit http://groups.yahoo.com/ (note that 
the lack of www in the URL is correct.)  
 
 
BPMA    The British Postal Museum and Archive continues to expand its 
activities and publications under the strapline ‘Our history through the 
post’.  ‘A guide to the archive’ and ‘Events Guide 2005’ have recently 
appeared in a smart new A5 format, well illustrated in colour and 
containing much useful information about their services and where and 
when to meet-up with staff.  
    The ‘Newsletter’ is now established as a useful 12-page A4 quarterly 
full-colour publication containing all the news about BPMA and its 
activities. The May-July issue includes details about the new online 
catalogue, competitions, a War Memorial survey and how you can spread 
the word and lend a hand with their work. There is also lots about the 
Friends, recent acquisitions, events past and present and details of new 
staff, all of whom now come highly qualified in their chosen field.  
    Events planned over the next couple of months include an Open Day at 
the Museum Store on Saturday 17 September, a lecture on the Royal Mail 
1100 to 1635AD on Tuesday 27 September and the Mailcoach Era is the 
subject of a further lecture on Tuesday 18 October.  In-between these 
events are the bi-monthly Saturday openings, ‘behind the scene tours’, 
family history lectures and preservation workshops all providing 
something of interest to most collectors.  
    Enquiries: BPMA, Freeling House, Phoenix Place, London WC1X 
0DL or visit www.postalheritage.org.uk 
 
 
Society News  The ABPS has produce a free ‘Model Constitution for 
Societies’ leaflet which is intended to help individuals who are interested 
in forming a stamp club or are wishing to review an existing constitution. 
It can be used in its entirety or extracts can be utilised as needed. Copies 
are available from the ABPS at PO Box 199, Thetford IP24 3WX. The 
inclusion of a SAE has not been requested, but would be probably be 
appreciated. 



    A five-year ABPS strategic plan has also been produced under new 
Executive Chairman Phil Kenton and the Policy Study Group will build 
on the solid foundations laid over its first decade.  New initiatives under 
consideration include an expansion of membership benefits for members 
of affiliated clubs, plus further workshops, regional events and thoughts 
about how ABPS could support a 2010 international show in the UK.  
    The Association of British Philatelic Societies is established as the 
leading organisation representing the interests of UK collectors and 
societies at home and abroad. 
 
 
Auctions    Grosvenor Philatelic Auctions of the Strand, London held a 
1308 lot Great Britain postage stamps and postal history sale on 26 May.  
Among the lots, which covered the entire spectrum of dates and subjects 
was a 1601 Queen Elizabeth I ‘Haste Post Haste’ letter, which was sent 
from Dover to beyond Reading via London. This item was from the 
collection of the late Michael Jackson, the greatly missed dealer, collector 
and exhibitor and had an estimate of £10,000-£12,000. Disappointingly, it 
remained unsold.  
    Those who collect modern material may have been surprised at the 
discovery of presentation packs of the early decimal definitives, 
containing stamps overprinted ‘SPECIMEN’. The overprint is as found 
on the panes of the £1 ‘Stamps for Cooks’ booklet, and on panes in the £1 
‘Story of Wedgwood’ booklet from the one recorded book which has 
subsequently been split up to provide single stamps. The packs involved 
contain the low values from 1/2p to 10p, the recess printed high values of 
20p, 50p and £1, and the 3p, 3 1/2p, 5 1/2p and 8p from each of Northern 
Ireland, Scotland and Wales. These 5 auction lots all sold and collectively 
realised £4950 against a collective estimate of  £5100-£6400, proving that 
there is an active market in rare modern material and that discoveries are 
still to be made. Enquiries: Visit www.grosvenorauctions.com  
 
 
Stamp2.comTM   This internet portal site continues to expand and now 
includes many articles by eminent philatelic luminaries, such as Britain’s 
David Beech FRPSL and Francis Kiddle RDP FRPSL, together with 
American dealer Greg Todd.  
    News, links, forums, a gallery, library, shop, video interviews and 
much more besides all go towards making this a site worthy of a regular 
return visit. Log on to www.stamp2.com and explore one of the most 
professional philatelic sites on the web. 
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Nelson Sheet    Adrian Bradbury has recently issued his second Business 
Customised Sheet on the theme of Admiral Lord Nelson, following on 
from the popular Trafalgar sheet issued earlier this year. Using the newly 
available White Ensign stamp in a pane of ten (design taken from the 
1991 Flags and Ensigns miniature sheet), the labels feature Horatio and 
important dates and events in his life. Enquiries: Both sheets are available 
at £20 each including P&P from A G Bradbury, 3 Link Road, Stoneygate, 
Leicester LE2 3RA or order online at www.bfdc.co.uk typing in the code 
19008. 
 
(2070 words) 
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STAMP SCENE – October 2005 issue 
Glenn H Morgan FRPSL keeps you posted 
 
Society Meetings   The Royal Philatelic Society London displays this month 
are The Evolution of Postal Services in the Era of the UPU (Jamie Gough) 
on the 6th and British Banknotes (Pam West) on 20th.  Enquiries: Royal 
Philatelic Society London, 41 Devonshire Place, London W1G 6JY, 
Telephone 020 7486 1044, or see website www.rpsl.org.uk 
    The National Philatelic Society is holding Saturday meetings on 8 
October (WW1 War Tax and Red Cross overprints display by John Davis), 
12 November (Austria (the maritime power) and Balkans by Keith Tranmer) 
and 10 December (annual competitions). Enquiries: Honorary Secretary, 
National Philatelic Society, British Philatelic Centre, 107 Charterhouse 
Street, London EC1M 6PT, e-mail nps@ukphilately.org.uk or visit their 
website at www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps 
    26 November will see the next Cinderella Stamp Club   meeting and 
dealers’ bourse from 10am, with members’ displays from 11am and the 
Glass Slipper Trophy Competition at 1pm. Finally, the Annual General 
Meeting will start at 2pm in what promises to be a busy day. The meeting 
will be held at the British Philatelic Centre, 107 Charterhouse Street, London 
EC1M 6PT. Nearest Underground is Farringdon.  
 
 
Business Customised Stamps Royal Mail has produced a new 12-page full-
colour brochure giving ordering details for the Business Customised Stamps 
programme. Prospective customers are invited to request a copy by 
telephoning Tallents House on 0131 316 7302, or by visiting 
www.royalmail.com/customised. It should be stressed that the brochure is 
for those businesses wishing to commission stamp sheets and this 
publication does not enable collectors to purchase items such as those 
recorded here. Instead, collector enquiries should be directed at the sellers 
recorded in these listings and to other dealers. 
    Further to my listing in the August issue of the Bulletin can be added the 
following new issues: 
 
Theme           Design    FDOA   Stamp Quantity     Price Printer 
Football          Liverpool: Champions of Europe  July 05   UF10P     2005N    £22 C? 
Movies          Hammer Films: Frankenstein  July 05     P10P 1000N    £25 C?  
Television          Dr Who: The 5th Doctor Peter Davison  July 05   P10P 1000N    £25 C? 
Television          Dr Who: Latest Series Monsters  July 05        H10P 1500N    £25 C?   
Philately             Autumn Stampex: Nelson   14.09.05      WE10P            U         £12 C? 
Comic Book      ‘The Dandy’: The main characters  Sept 05   UF10P 1000N    £20 C? 
Comic Books    ‘The Beano’: Dennis the Menace and Gnasher Sept 05        UF10P 1000N    £20 C? 

http://www.rpsl.org.uk/


 
Key: FDOA = First Day of Availability, P10P = Planets stamp x10 in portrait sheet format, UF10P = Union Flag stamp x10 in portrait 
sheet format, WE10P = White Ensign stamp x10 in portrait sheet format, N prefixed by a number = print run of the Numbered sheet, 
U = Un-numbered sheet, C? = Cartor believed to be printer.  Prices quoted are a guide only to current cost, * = framed only for sale at 
present time. 

 
Enquiries: Liverpool, Dandy and Beano – Benham, Freepost DR175, 
Folkestone CT20 1BR, or telephone their order hotline on 08708 500 654 for 
current prices and availability.  
    Stampex – sheets only available from stamp dealers now show is over. 
Initially sold to visitors for £10, or £1 per single stamp with attached label. 
No free singles were given to visitors this time.  
    Frankenstein and Dr Who (£24.95 each plus £1.50 first class postage and 
packing) – The Stamp Centre, 79 Strand, London WC2R 0DE (telephone 
0207 240 3778). 
    Acknowledgements: Thanks to Graham Howard for notifying me of three 
of these new sheets. 
 
 
Exhibitions  The Irish national stamp exhibition STAMPA will be held at 
the RDS Hall, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4 on 14-16 October. SCOTEX, the major 
stamp fair in Scotland, takes place at the Scottish Exhibition and Conference 
Centre, Glasgow on 15-16 October. Enquiries to A Wishart on 01698 
356337 or see the Scottish Philatelic Traders Association website: 
www.spta.biz 
    Philatex (London International Stamp & Cover Show) will be held at the 
Royal Horticultural Hall (Lawrence Hall), Greycoat St, London SW1 on 27-
29 October. Enquiries: 01793 513431 or see www.stampshows.co.uk 
      The second of this year’s Thematica exhibitions will be held at 
Carisbrooke Hall, Seymour Street, London W1 on 25-26 November, 
admission free. Visitors will receive a souvenir sheet commemorating 40 
years of Jeffery Matthews’s stamp designs (see June Bulletin, page 319). As 
always there will be plenty of dealers with material for thematic collectors - 
and others! The venue is a short walk from Marble Arch underground 
station. 
    On 12 November the Redditch Philatelic Society Stamp Fair and the 
Midland Philatelic Federation and Three Counties Federation competitions 
will be held at Trinity High School, Easemore Road, Redditch, Worcs. 
    It has recently been announced that the Salon du Timbres 2006 will take 
place from the 17-25 June 2006. The topic selected will be that of voyages 
and the French Philatelic Association (FFAP) has been invited to make 
proposals concerning the competitive part of the exhibition. The show will 
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be held within the Floral Gardens of Vincennes, as was the case in 2004 
when the show was last held (see my Bulletin report last year).  
     During the exhibition, the 79th congress of the FFAP will take place (on 
18 June). The congress will be held in the large room of the Chênaie du Roy 
restaurant, which is also located inside the grounds of the very attractive 
Parc Floral de Vincennes on the outskirts of Paris. This is an easily 
accessible venue, usually with a ‘road train’ that carries visitors from the 
Métro station at Chateaux de Vincennes to the venue free of charge – which 
is especially appreciated at the end of a long philatelic day! 
 
 
Auctions Spink will hold a British Empire auction on 20 October, followed 
by Stamps & Covers of the World on 8 December, both in London. An 
auction of Stamps of Hong Kong & China will be held in Hong Kong on 20 
November.  
    The Spink sale of 6-7 July comprising stamps and covers of the world and 
stamp boxes realised a total of £784,723. The 1967 British Flowers 4d. se-
tenant block of four from the left of the sheet with variety reddish purple 
omitted realised £420 (estimate £300-£400) and a 1985 Story of British Rail 
£5 booklet with the variety blue omitted from inside front cover realised £70 
(estimate £50-£80). An Inland Revenue Official 1884-88 £1 brown-lilac, 
watermark Crowns, AC, unused (regummed) sold for £2100 (£3000-£3500 
estimate), while a King George V ½d very yellow (‘Cyprus’) green, 
unmounted mint copy sold for £3800 (estimate £3800-£4200, catalogued at 
£6500).  Enquiries: Spink, 020 7563 4000 or see website www.spink.com 
    In November Grosvenor Auctions will auction GB including superb 
covers from the Gavin Fryer collection and the collection of imperforate and 
perforated 1d reds formed by the late Ken Statham, author of The Essential 
Guide to Great Britain 1d and 2d Stars.  
    Grosvenor held a sale at its London premises of all world postal history 
and postage stamps on 15 July, realising £627,482 in total. The sale attracted 
significant demand for material from the collection of the late Colonel 
Harvey, at one time the doyen of The Royal Philatelic Society London. The 
estimate on his France 1876-85 Peace and Commerce unissued 20c blue was 
£800 to £1000, but it was knocked down to its new owner for £5881. There 
was strong demand for the section of Ireland with particular interest in 
airmails, £941 being paid for a scarce Mollison flight cover bearing the 
specially overprinted ‘ATLANTIC / AIR MAIL / AUGUST / 1932’ one 
shilling. Enquiries: Grosvenor 020 7379 8789 or see website  
www.grosvenorauctions.com  

http://www.spink.com/
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    Sotheby’s London will auction the British Africa stamps of Sir Gawaine 
Baillie in November. This is one of the largest private collections ever 
assembled, and is being sold in sections. The total realisations are estimated 
in excess of £11 million. For details of the collection see Bulletin September 
2004.  
    Realisations from the July Sotheby’s sale of Australian states and 
Australian Commonwealth belonging to Sir Gawaine Baillie and held in 
Melbourne exceeded many pre-sale estimates, raising just under £1.4 
million. A horizontal marginal strip from the top of a sheet of the 1913 first 
watermark 3d pale olive green from die one sold for £64,577 including 
buyer’s premium (against £12,958 estimate), proved to be the star item in 
the auction. Enquiries: Sotheby’s 020 7293 6000 or see website  
www.sotheby’s.com 
    Cavendish auctions sale of 22 July contained extensive lots of Great 
Britain material, as well as worldwide items.  An 1882 white paper £5 
orange with superb central CREWE/MO & SB cancel that has a catalogue 
value of £3500, went for £1500 (£1000 estimate), while 15 modern Prestige 
books in an album sold below the face value of the stamps. Enquiries: 
Cavendish 01332 250970 or see website www.cavendish-auctions.com  
 
 
SAPO Listing    The South African Post Office has recently produced a 
most impressive 78 page A4 full-colour price list. It contains every stamp, 
sheetlet, booklet, MS, postcard and FDC that they have for sale, with items 
going back over seven years. This publication must surely encourage greater 
collector purchases, as every item is clearly illustrated – perhaps something 
for Royal Mail to consider? Enquiries: For a copy write to Senior Manager, 
South African Post Office, Private Bag X505, Pretoria 0001, South Africa or 
e-mail sa.stamps@postoffice.co.za 
 
 
Stuart Rossiter Trust Lecture    Peter Ford will be giving the 2005 Stuart 
Rossiter Trust lecture at 5pm on 28 October at the Royal Philatelic Society, 
London.  The subject will be Philatelic Publishing – now and in the future 
and it promises to be a fascinating insight into this important aspect of our 
hobby.  
    Entry is free, but by ticket only and refreshments will be provided. Tickets 
are limited and applicants are requested to apply to Stuart Rossiter Trust, c/o 
D F Tett, PO Box 34, Wheathampstead AL4 8JY as soon as possible 

http://www.sotheby's.com/


enclosing a self-addressed stamped envelope. The Trust has an interesting 
website at www.rossitertrust.com  
 
New Editor    Stamp Magazine has a new editor, Guy Thomas, who has 
taken over from Steve Fairclough after six years. The magazine is described 
by its publisher, IPC Media, as “accessible, informative and entertaining, 
offering essential information on all aspects of stamp collecting. Up-to-date 
news from the world of philately, auctions and exhibitions and the latest 
issues and valuable errors as well as readers showcasing their collections.” 
Enquiries: www.stampmagazine.co.uk  
 
 
New Books   England’s Mail: Two Millennia of Letter Writing by Philip 
Beale was published in June by Tempus Publishing (ISBN 0752434918) at 
£19.99. By the end of July, it was already shown as out of stock at the 
publishers, but copies will still be available from philatelic (this should be 
your first choice!) and high street booksellers.  
    It is a paperback book, comprising 328 pages (eight in colour), measuring 
235mm x 156mm and providing an insight into the use of letters and the 
social history of the Post since Roman times. There are an impressive 16 
pages of references, a 10-page bibliography and an index comprising 13 
two-column pages that enables readers to get so much more from this book. 
    The author read history at Cambridge, and is the present President of the 
Society of Postal Historians and a fellow of the Royal Philatelic Society, 
London, so it comes with a fine pedigree.  In fact, it is a revised and retitled 
edition of Philip’s earlier work published seven years ago entitled History of 
the Post in England from the Romans to the Stuarts that was so well 
received at that time. 
    A synopsis of the book on the back cover records that “from Roman times 
until the twentieth century, much of the administration of England was 
carried out through sending letters. In this richly researched and illustrated 
volume, Philip Beale gives an insight into the use of letters at a time when 
few could write yet the power of the letter was undisputed.”  
    Enquiries: Tempus Publishing Ltd., The Mill, Brimscombe Port, Stroud 
GL5 2QG or visit their website www.tempus-publishing.com 
    While looking for the above book on the Internet, I came across details of 
a publication unknown to me entitled The Falmouth Packets by Tony 
Pawlyn (ISBN 1850221758). Price £9.99 softback with 142 pages, 41 
illustrations including many colour photographs, ship portraits, maps and 
newspaper cuttings; 10 appendices, bibliography, a general index and 

http://www.stampmagazine.co.uk/


indices of both people and ships.  The publisher is Truran Books, a Cornish-
based publisher specialising in books on Cornwall, Devon and the West 
Country, and it was first published in May 2003. Enquiries: The book 
appears to be out of print, but try your philatelic bookseller, or visit the 
website of Country Bookshop at www.countrybookshop.co.uk for ordering 
details. For an online review of this book go to  
www.swmaritime.org.uk/article.php?articleid=396&atype=r 
    For information about the Falmouth Packet Archive 1688-1850 online, 
visit www.falmouth.packet.archives.dial.pipex.com or for details of the ships 
see www.falmouth.tv/packet_ships.php 
 
 
BPMA goes digital  The world-famous Phillips Collection will be made 
available online so that school children and stamp enthusiasts will have easy 
access to the world’s most extensive collection of Victorian postal history, 
thanks to a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund.  
    The £47,000 grant is funding a project by BPMA to digitise over 40 
albums of stamps and postal history (2500 pages). Given to the nation in the 
1960s by collector Reginald M Phillips, these albums illustrate the 
development of the stamp during the Victorian era. They are a unique 
resource for understanding how the Penny Black – the first ever stamp – 
changed the world. 
    In an age when we can communicate at the push of a button, it can be hard 
to imagine that using a pre-paid label to stick on a letter was once such an 
incredible idea. Yet telephones, text messages, and e-mail all owe a debt to 
the power of the first postage stamp and to the postal reforms that inspired 
mass communication. 
 
 
BPMA Products  A new series of  commemorative covers started last 
month, the first of which is linked to the Victorian Innovation philatelic 
exhibition at the Royal Mail Archive, from 5 September 2005 to April 2006. 
The exhibition can be seen for free during normal opening times.   
    To celebrate this exhibition, BPMA issued a limited edition 
commemorative cover (110mm x 220mm, 'DL' size) that features an 
illustration of an envelope-making machine at the Great Exhibition of 1851 
and was serviced with a special one-day handstamp.  
    Orders: Send a cheque for £4.95 (£4.20 for Friends of BPMA – quote 
your membership number), including postage and packaging payable to 
'Postal Heritage Services Limited' quoting product code BPMA-E1 to 



Product Sales, Postal Heritage Services Limited, Freeling House, Phoenix 
Place, London WC1X 0DL.   
    While placing your order, why not request a pack (or more!) of five white 
DL envelopes decorated with the BPMA logo and strapline ‘Our history 
through the post’. Each envelope contains an insert card featuring a 
reproduction of the Penny Black stamp. These cost £1.25 (£1.05 for Friends) 
a pack – quote product code ENVEL1. 
 
 
BPMA Lectures   The three remaining lectures this Autumn are: 
• 18 October - Frederick Wilkinson on The Mail Coach Era,  
• 15 November - David Gentleman on Designing Stamps,  
• 6 December - Tony Conder on The Future of The British Postal Museum 

& Archive.   
    Lectures start at 7.00pm at the Phoenix Centre (next door to The Royal 
Mail Archive, Phoenix Place, London WC1X 0DL). Entry is free to 
everyone, but advance booking is necessary to secure your place, as demand 
for tickets is high.  
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STAMP SCENE – October 2005 issue 
Glenn H Morgan FRPSL keeps you posted 
 
Society Meetings   The Royal Philatelic Society London displays this month 
are The Evolution of Postal Services in the Era of the UPU (Jamie Gough) 
on the 6th and British Banknotes (Pam West) on 20th.  Enquiries: Royal 
Philatelic Society London, 41 Devonshire Place, London W1G 6JY, 
Telephone 020 7486 1044, or see website www.rpsl.org.uk 
    The National Philatelic Society is holding Saturday meetings on 8 
October (WW1 War Tax and Red Cross overprints display by John Davis), 
12 November (Austria (the maritime power) and Balkans by Keith Tranmer) 
and 10 December (annual competitions). Enquiries: Honorary Secretary, 
National Philatelic Society, British Philatelic Centre, 107 Charterhouse 
Street, London EC1M 6PT, e-mail nps@ukphilately.org.uk or visit their 
website at www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps 
    26 November will see the next Cinderella Stamp Club   meeting and 
dealers’ bourse from 10am, with members’ displays from 11am and the 
Glass Slipper Trophy Competition at 1pm. Finally, the Annual General 
Meeting will start at 2pm in what promises to be a busy day. The meeting 
will be held at the British Philatelic Centre, 107 Charterhouse Street, London 
EC1M 6PT. Nearest Underground is Farringdon.  
 
 
Business Customised Stamps Royal Mail has produced a new 12-page full-
colour brochure giving ordering details for the Business Customised Stamps 
programme. Prospective customers are invited to request a copy by 
telephoning Tallents House on 0131 316 7302, or by visiting 
www.royalmail.com/customised. It should be stressed that the brochure is 
for those businesses wishing to commission stamp sheets and this 
publication does not enable collectors to purchase items such as those 
recorded here. Instead, collector enquiries should be directed at the sellers 
recorded in these listings and to other dealers. 
    Further to my listing in the August issue of the Bulletin can be added the 
following new issues: 
 
Theme           Design    FDOA   Stamp Quantity     Price Printer 
Football          Liverpool: Champions of Europe  July 05   UF10P     2005N    £22 C? 
Movies          Hammer Films: Frankenstein  July 05     P10P 1000N    £25 C?  
Television          Dr Who: The 5th Doctor Peter Davison  July 05   P10P 1000N    £25 C? 
Television          Dr Who: Latest Series Monsters  July 05        H10P 1500N    £25 C?   
Philately             Autumn Stampex: Nelson   14.09.05      WE10P            U         £12 C? 
Comic Book      ‘The Dandy’: The main characters  Sept 05   UF10P 1000N    £20 C? 
Comic Books    ‘The Beano’: Dennis the Menace and Gnasher Sept 05        UF10P 1000N    £20 C? 

http://www.rpsl.org.uk/


 
Key: FDOA = First Day of Availability, P10P = Planets stamp x10 in portrait sheet format, UF10P = Union Flag stamp x10 in portrait 
sheet format, WE10P = White Ensign stamp x10 in portrait sheet format, N prefixed by a number = print run of the Numbered sheet, 
U = Un-numbered sheet, C? = Cartor believed to be printer.  Prices quoted are a guide only to current cost, * = framed only for sale at 
present time. 

 
Enquiries: Liverpool, Dandy and Beano – Benham, Freepost DR175, 
Folkestone CT20 1BR, or telephone their order hotline on 08708 500 654 for 
current prices and availability.  
    Stampex – sheets only available from stamp dealers now show is over. 
Initially sold to visitors for £10, or £1 per single stamp with attached label. 
No free singles were given to visitors this time.  
    Frankenstein and Dr Who (£24.95 each plus £1.50 first class postage and 
packing) – The Stamp Centre, 79 Strand, London WC2R 0DE (telephone 
0207 240 3778). 
    Acknowledgements: Thanks to Graham Howard for notifying me of three 
of these new sheets. 
 
 
Exhibitions  The Irish national stamp exhibition STAMPA will be held at 
the RDS Hall, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4 on 14-16 October. SCOTEX, the major 
stamp fair in Scotland, takes place at the Scottish Exhibition and Conference 
Centre, Glasgow on 15-16 October. Enquiries to A Wishart on 01698 
356337 or see the Scottish Philatelic Traders Association website: 
www.spta.biz 
    Philatex (London International Stamp & Cover Show) will be held at the 
Royal Horticultural Hall (Lawrence Hall), Greycoat St, London SW1 on 27-
29 October. Enquiries: 01793 513431 or see www.stampshows.co.uk 
      The second of this year’s Thematica exhibitions will be held at 
Carisbrooke Hall, Seymour Street, London W1 on 25-26 November, 
admission free. Visitors will receive a souvenir sheet commemorating 40 
years of Jeffery Matthews’s stamp designs (see June Bulletin, page 319). As 
always there will be plenty of dealers with material for thematic collectors - 
and others! The venue is a short walk from Marble Arch underground 
station. 
    On 12 November the Redditch Philatelic Society Stamp Fair and the 
Midland Philatelic Federation and Three Counties Federation competitions 
will be held at Trinity High School, Easemore Road, Redditch, Worcs. 
    It has recently been announced that the Salon du Timbres 2006 will take 
place from the 17-25 June 2006. The topic selected will be that of voyages 
and the French Philatelic Association (FFAP) has been invited to make 
proposals concerning the competitive part of the exhibition. The show will 
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be held within the Floral Gardens of Vincennes, as was the case in 2004 
when the show was last held (see my Bulletin report last year).  
     During the exhibition, the 79th congress of the FFAP will take place (on 
18 June). The congress will be held in the large room of the Chênaie du Roy 
restaurant, which is also located inside the grounds of the very attractive 
Parc Floral de Vincennes on the outskirts of Paris. This is an easily 
accessible venue, usually with a ‘road train’ that carries visitors from the 
Métro station at Chateaux de Vincennes to the venue free of charge – which 
is especially appreciated at the end of a long philatelic day! 
 
 
Auctions Spink will hold a British Empire auction on 20 October, followed 
by Stamps & Covers of the World on 8 December, both in London. An 
auction of Stamps of Hong Kong & China will be held in Hong Kong on 20 
November.  
    The Spink sale of 6-7 July comprising stamps and covers of the world and 
stamp boxes realised a total of £784,723. The 1967 British Flowers 4d. se-
tenant block of four from the left of the sheet with variety reddish purple 
omitted realised £420 (estimate £300-£400) and a 1985 Story of British Rail 
£5 booklet with the variety blue omitted from inside front cover realised £70 
(estimate £50-£80). An Inland Revenue Official 1884-88 £1 brown-lilac, 
watermark Crowns, AC, unused (regummed) sold for £2100 (£3000-£3500 
estimate), while a King George V ½d very yellow (‘Cyprus’) green, 
unmounted mint copy sold for £3800 (estimate £3800-£4200, catalogued at 
£6500).  Enquiries: Spink, 020 7563 4000 or see website www.spink.com 
    In November Grosvenor Auctions will auction GB including superb 
covers from the Gavin Fryer collection and the collection of imperforate and 
perforated 1d reds formed by the late Ken Statham, author of The Essential 
Guide to Great Britain 1d and 2d Stars.  
    Grosvenor held a sale at its London premises of all world postal history 
and postage stamps on 15 July, realising £627,482 in total. The sale attracted 
significant demand for material from the collection of the late Colonel 
Harvey, at one time the doyen of The Royal Philatelic Society London. The 
estimate on his France 1876-85 Peace and Commerce unissued 20c blue was 
£800 to £1000, but it was knocked down to its new owner for £5881. There 
was strong demand for the section of Ireland with particular interest in 
airmails, £941 being paid for a scarce Mollison flight cover bearing the 
specially overprinted ‘ATLANTIC / AIR MAIL / AUGUST / 1932’ one 
shilling. Enquiries: Grosvenor 020 7379 8789 or see website  
www.grosvenorauctions.com  

http://www.spink.com/
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    Sotheby’s London will auction the British Africa stamps of Sir Gawaine 
Baillie in November. This is one of the largest private collections ever 
assembled, and is being sold in sections. The total realisations are estimated 
in excess of £11 million. For details of the collection see Bulletin September 
2004.  
    Realisations from the July Sotheby’s sale of Australian states and 
Australian Commonwealth belonging to Sir Gawaine Baillie and held in 
Melbourne exceeded many pre-sale estimates, raising just under £1.4 
million. A horizontal marginal strip from the top of a sheet of the 1913 first 
watermark 3d pale olive green from die one sold for £64,577 including 
buyer’s premium (against £12,958 estimate), proved to be the star item in 
the auction. Enquiries: Sotheby’s 020 7293 6000 or see website  
www.sotheby’s.com 
    Cavendish auctions sale of 22 July contained extensive lots of Great 
Britain material, as well as worldwide items.  An 1882 white paper £5 
orange with superb central CREWE/MO & SB cancel that has a catalogue 
value of £3500, went for £1500 (£1000 estimate), while 15 modern Prestige 
books in an album sold below the face value of the stamps. Enquiries: 
Cavendish 01332 250970 or see website www.cavendish-auctions.com  
 
 
SAPO Listing    The South African Post Office has recently produced a 
most impressive 78 page A4 full-colour price list. It contains every stamp, 
sheetlet, booklet, MS, postcard and FDC that they have for sale, with items 
going back over seven years. This publication must surely encourage greater 
collector purchases, as every item is clearly illustrated – perhaps something 
for Royal Mail to consider? Enquiries: For a copy write to Senior Manager, 
South African Post Office, Private Bag X505, Pretoria 0001, South Africa or 
e-mail sa.stamps@postoffice.co.za 
 
 
Stuart Rossiter Trust Lecture    Peter Ford will be giving the 2005 Stuart 
Rossiter Trust lecture at 5pm on 28 October at the Royal Philatelic Society, 
London.  The subject will be Philatelic Publishing – now and in the future 
and it promises to be a fascinating insight into this important aspect of our 
hobby.  
    Entry is free, but by ticket only and refreshments will be provided. Tickets 
are limited and applicants are requested to apply to Stuart Rossiter Trust, c/o 
D F Tett, PO Box 34, Wheathampstead AL4 8JY as soon as possible 

http://www.sotheby's.com/


enclosing a self-addressed stamped envelope. The Trust has an interesting 
website at www.rossitertrust.com  
 
New Editor    Stamp Magazine has a new editor, Guy Thomas, who has 
taken over from Steve Fairclough after six years. The magazine is described 
by its publisher, IPC Media, as “accessible, informative and entertaining, 
offering essential information on all aspects of stamp collecting. Up-to-date 
news from the world of philately, auctions and exhibitions and the latest 
issues and valuable errors as well as readers showcasing their collections.” 
Enquiries: www.stampmagazine.co.uk  
 
 
New Books   England’s Mail: Two Millennia of Letter Writing by Philip 
Beale was published in June by Tempus Publishing (ISBN 0752434918) at 
£19.99. By the end of July, it was already shown as out of stock at the 
publishers, but copies will still be available from philatelic (this should be 
your first choice!) and high street booksellers.  
    It is a paperback book, comprising 328 pages (eight in colour), measuring 
235mm x 156mm and providing an insight into the use of letters and the 
social history of the Post since Roman times. There are an impressive 16 
pages of references, a 10-page bibliography and an index comprising 13 
two-column pages that enables readers to get so much more from this book. 
    The author read history at Cambridge, and is the present President of the 
Society of Postal Historians and a fellow of the Royal Philatelic Society, 
London, so it comes with a fine pedigree.  In fact, it is a revised and retitled 
edition of Philip’s earlier work published seven years ago entitled History of 
the Post in England from the Romans to the Stuarts that was so well 
received at that time. 
    A synopsis of the book on the back cover records that “from Roman times 
until the twentieth century, much of the administration of England was 
carried out through sending letters. In this richly researched and illustrated 
volume, Philip Beale gives an insight into the use of letters at a time when 
few could write yet the power of the letter was undisputed.”  
    Enquiries: Tempus Publishing Ltd., The Mill, Brimscombe Port, Stroud 
GL5 2QG or visit their website www.tempus-publishing.com 
    While looking for the above book on the Internet, I came across details of 
a publication unknown to me entitled The Falmouth Packets by Tony 
Pawlyn (ISBN 1850221758). Price £9.99 softback with 142 pages, 41 
illustrations including many colour photographs, ship portraits, maps and 
newspaper cuttings; 10 appendices, bibliography, a general index and 

http://www.stampmagazine.co.uk/


indices of both people and ships.  The publisher is Truran Books, a Cornish-
based publisher specialising in books on Cornwall, Devon and the West 
Country, and it was first published in May 2003. Enquiries: The book 
appears to be out of print, but try your philatelic bookseller, or visit the 
website of Country Bookshop at www.countrybookshop.co.uk for ordering 
details. For an online review of this book go to  
www.swmaritime.org.uk/article.php?articleid=396&atype=r 
    For information about the Falmouth Packet Archive 1688-1850 online, 
visit www.falmouth.packet.archives.dial.pipex.com or for details of the ships 
see www.falmouth.tv/packet_ships.php 
 
 
BPMA goes digital  The world-famous Phillips Collection will be made 
available online so that school children and stamp enthusiasts will have easy 
access to the world’s most extensive collection of Victorian postal history, 
thanks to a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund.  
    The £47,000 grant is funding a project by BPMA to digitise over 40 
albums of stamps and postal history (2500 pages). Given to the nation in the 
1960s by collector Reginald M Phillips, these albums illustrate the 
development of the stamp during the Victorian era. They are a unique 
resource for understanding how the Penny Black – the first ever stamp – 
changed the world. 
    In an age when we can communicate at the push of a button, it can be hard 
to imagine that using a pre-paid label to stick on a letter was once such an 
incredible idea. Yet telephones, text messages, and e-mail all owe a debt to 
the power of the first postage stamp and to the postal reforms that inspired 
mass communication. 
 
 
BPMA Products  A new series of  commemorative covers started last 
month, the first of which is linked to the Victorian Innovation philatelic 
exhibition at the Royal Mail Archive, from 5 September 2005 to April 2006. 
The exhibition can be seen for free during normal opening times.   
    To celebrate this exhibition, BPMA issued a limited edition 
commemorative cover (110mm x 220mm, 'DL' size) that features an 
illustration of an envelope-making machine at the Great Exhibition of 1851 
and was serviced with a special one-day handstamp.  
    Orders: Send a cheque for £4.95 (£4.20 for Friends of BPMA – quote 
your membership number), including postage and packaging payable to 
'Postal Heritage Services Limited' quoting product code BPMA-E1 to 



Product Sales, Postal Heritage Services Limited, Freeling House, Phoenix 
Place, London WC1X 0DL.   
    While placing your order, why not request a pack (or more!) of five white 
DL envelopes decorated with the BPMA logo and strapline ‘Our history 
through the post’. Each envelope contains an insert card featuring a 
reproduction of the Penny Black stamp. These cost £1.25 (£1.05 for Friends) 
a pack – quote product code ENVEL1. 
 
 
BPMA Lectures   The three remaining lectures this Autumn are: 
• 18 October - Frederick Wilkinson on The Mail Coach Era,  
• 15 November - David Gentleman on Designing Stamps,  
• 6 December - Tony Conder on The Future of The British Postal Museum 

& Archive.   
    Lectures start at 7.00pm at the Phoenix Centre (next door to The Royal 
Mail Archive, Phoenix Place, London WC1X 0DL). Entry is free to 
everyone, but advance booking is necessary to secure your place, as demand 
for tickets is high.  
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STAMP SCENE November 2005 
Glenn H Morgan FRPSL keeps you posted 

 
ABPS Awards  The Association of British Philatelic Societies 
Awards Committee offers two means of recognition for those 
people who have performed outstanding work for the hobby 
over a long period of time and who deserve some special token 
of esteem. There is the Award of Merit (which takes the form of 
a framed certificate) and the Congress Medal (specially 
presented at a ceremony held at Congress each year). 
    If you know of someone who you believe is worthy of 
recognition, then please consider nominating them for an award.  
Send for further details to: Mrs. Susan Oliver, 46 Woodville 
Road, Ham, Richmond TW10 7QN or telephone 0208 940 9833. 
The nomination  papers will be sent to you when available.  
 
Thematica   A cheque for £1000 was presented to Jeffery 
Matthews at Thematica this summer, being the entire proceeds 
from the sale of 100 covers, sold at £10 each, bearing the 2005 
Thematica souvenir sheet, two stamps and a special handstamp 
all designed, signed and numbered by Jeffery. The money was 
subsequently donated to Multiple Sclerosis to help scientists 
find a cure for this crippling disease.  
 
Stamp Fairs    Redditch Philatelic Society will be holding its 
35th anniversary stamp fair on Saturday 12 November at Trinity 
High School, Redditch between 10am and 4pm. Entrance is only 
50p and the event incorporates the autumn conventions of the 
Midland Philatelic Federation and Three Counties Federation of 
Philatelic Societies.  
 
International Exhibitions   Belgica ’06 will be held in the 
Brussels Convention Centre from 16-20 November 2006 and 
competitive classes will include one-frame, open, thematic and 
youth, although it is now too late to submit an entry application. 
It promises to be a philatelic event worthy of visiting; especially 



as those able to catch an early Eurostar train departure can even 
undertake a day trip without the expense of a hotel stop-over. 
    Two provisional stamp shows are Indepex 06 to be held in 
New Delhi, India probably in December of that year and Efiro 
08, scheduled for Bucharest in Hungary between 15-22 June. 
Israel 2008 is confirmed for Tel Aviv between 14-22 May and a 
further reminder that Washington 2006 will be held between 27 
May and 3 June in the United States of America. 
     
Society Publications     The Postal Stationery Society Journal 
issue for August 2005 contained several articles of interest, 
including Ceylon Printed-to-order Newspaper Wrappers, 
Aerogrammes and Folded Letter Sheets from the Holy Land and 
Victorian Telegraph Forms, plus several shorter pieces.  
Enquiries: Secretary, Postal Stationery Society, Colin Baker, 4 
Greenhill Gardens, Sutton Veny, Warminster BA12 7AY. 
    The GBCC Chronicle for July contains features on British 
Stamp Validity, Machin FDCs, a 1965 Pictorial Definitive 
Essay, plus the usual mix of news and society business. 
Enquiries: Secretary-Treasurer, Parker A Bailey, 17 Greenwood 
Road, Merrimack, NH03054 USA. 
    Stamp Lover, the bi-monthly journal of the National Philatelic 
Society, which is so ably edited by Michael Furnell, includes in 
its August issue the latest part of the cumulative index to the 
publication and several useful articles including ones on Fred J 
Melville, Ethiopia and the Galapagos Islands. Enquiries: 
Honorary Secretary, National Philatelic Society, 107 
Charterhouse Street, London EC1M 6PT or visit 
www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps for details of the society, its library 
and meetings. 
    Themescene, the journal from the British Thematic 
Association, contains articles on magic, ferns, pneumatics as 
well as all the usual features in its September issue. Enquiries: 
BTA Themescene Editor, Wendy Buckle, 71 Churchward 
Avenue, Swindon SN2 1NW. 
    The Great Britain Decimal Stamp Book Study Circle’s 
journal The Bookmark has been thinner than usual this year (but 
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no less valuable) due to the general lack of stamp book new 
issues from Royal Mail. However, the August issue contains a 
useful feature on Walsall Business Sheets and stamp book 
valuations, together with society business and an index to 
volume 34. Enquiries: BD SB SC Editor, Graham Eyre, 75 
Broughton Avenue, Richmond TW10 7UL. 
    The London Philatelist for September includes as a pull-out 
section a 12 page membership listing which reveals that there 
were 1643 members as of the time of publication. 2005 has seen 
the most ever new members to be recruited in a single year, with 
132 in the first eight months. Only 2003 came close with 99 
recruits joining the ranks that year.  Major articles within the 
journal includes the British 3d Plate Three with Secret Dots - 
Perforated,  Transvaal Gold Mines and Chinese Labour (partly 
in colour) and comments on the display from the Royal 
Philatelic Collection given to the society in September 2004 
(also partly in colour). Enquiries: The Royal Philatelic Society 
London, 41 Devonshire Place, London W1G 6JY. Telephone 
020 7486 1044 or visit them at www.rpsl.org.uk 
    The Letter Box Study Group’s Newsletter for August contains 
within its 28 A4 pages the usual fascinating mix of articles, 
society news and illustrations. The publication focuses primarily 
on British boxes, although overseas receptacles are starting to 
feature on a more regular basis with the commencement of a 
series of illustrations of foreign boxes. Every issue additionally 
contains a ‘free’ black and white postcard of a letter box, often 
in-situ and this series has just reached card number 108, 
providing those long-term members such as myself with a 
fascinating collection of images, most of which have never 
appeared elsewhere. Enquiries: Membership Secretary, Letter 
Box Study Group, Mrs. Val Scott, 38 Leopold Avenue,  
Handsworth Wood, Birmingham B20 IES or email 
membership@lbsg.org  
 
   
Dealer Lists    British stamps dealer Mike Holt has recently 
published his price list number 32, which comprises three-dozen 
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glossy A4 pages of almost 700 pre-Elizabethan offers, with 
many illustrations in colour.  Enquiries: Mike Holt, P O Box 
177, Stourbridge DY8 3DE. Telephone 01384 443317, or email 
sales@mike-holt.com 
 
Stamp Award    The Royal Society of Arts 68p stamp that 
appeared last year has recently won an award by Asiago. 
Readers will recall that this stamp set did not score very well in 
the annual Royal Mail stamp poll last year, probably due to its 
heavy use of typography, but the Asiago jury favoured it due to 
the ‘sober efficacy’ shown by its message about zero tolerance 
on waste.  
    The black text on the stamp read: ‘The Royal Society of Arts 
1754-2004. The RSA’s 21st century manifesto seeks to stimulate 
enterprise, expand education and encourage the policies and 
lifestyles that will ultimately eliminate waste. ZERO WASTE’. 
The O of the word ZERO was formed by an exclamation mark 
in red against a white background. 
 
Queen’s Collection    Some nine frames of New Zealand 
philatelic material that has been extracted from Her Majesty The 
Queen’s stamp collection is currently on display within the 
Museum of New Zealand (Te Papa Tongarewa) in the city of 
Wellington. It will remain on show until mid-January next year 
as part of the celebrations surrounding the 150th anniversary of 
the first New Zealand postage stamp.  
 
New Publications    IPC Media has announced the recent 
publication of British Stamp Market Values 2006 after a break 
of many years. Written and compiled by Richard West and 
Steve Fairclough (both ex-Editor’s of Stamp Magazine), it 
records around 2500 stamps from 1840 to 2005.  Fairclough 
notes in October’s Stamp Magazine that: “This book is unique 
in the GB philatelic world as it gives actual market prices you 
will get for your stamps.”  Priced at £10.99, copies are available 
from philatelic booksellers, WHSmith, Waterstones and 
bookshops.  
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Society News    Congratulations to the Machin Collectors Club 
in recently achieving its tenth birthday. By way of celebration 
this active group offered for sale to its member’s two 
overprinted versions of the so-called Boots labels – one of 
which had originally been printed by Questa and the other by 
Enschedé. Each label was also available on separate covers 
signed by Jeffery Matthews. Membership details: Machin 
Collectors Club, 8 Jannys Close, Aylsham, Norfolk NR11 6DL. 
 
Stamps and Pensions   Apex Auctions post bid catalogue 
number 68 included an interesting article concerning changes to 
pension legislation in the United Kingdom that will become 
effective from sometime next year. It appears that your stamp 
collection and a host of other items will be able to form part of a 
personal pension fund and attract useful tax savings.  
     As this is a subject fraught with legal issues and regulations, 
you must speak to the tax authorities or your financial advisor 
and obtain detailed information to see whether this is a course of 
action that is suitable for you before making any decisions. 
However, potentially it sounds like a fascinating ‘excuse’ to buy 
yet more stamps! 
 
Jersey and Trafalgar   The Jersey Post Office has 
commemorated the bicentenary of the Battle of Trafalgar with 
an attractive set of five stamps (in sheetlets of ten stamps per 
value) and a £2 miniature sheet that feature some of the ships 
which played important parts in the battle, which of course 
claimed the life of Admiral Horatio Nelson.  Priced as a 
complete unit at £4.31 plus postage and packing, they were 
designed by Tony Theobald and were printed by BDT in 
Ireland. Orders: Available from the Jersey Philatelic Bureau, 
Postal Headquarters, Jersey JE1 1AB Channel Islands, visit 
them on the internet at www.jerseystamps.com or email 
stamps@jerseypost.com 
 
(1545 words) 
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STAMP SCENE DECEMBER 2005 
Glenn H Morgan FRPSL keeps you posted 

 
 
Books    Annals of the Postage Stamp: Historical data connected with the 
evolution of postage stamps of the world by David Rose was published in 
2000. The book recounts that postage stamps have survived over 165 
years, despite many attempts to replace them, and have been used for 
many purposes including promoting the culture and achievements of the 
issuing country. This handbook lists many of the efforts made to 
overcome technical difficulties and enhance the appearance of stamps. 
    Section one of this book traces the evolution of the postage stamp and 
its usage worldwide, with section two listing the stamp issuing authorities 
of the world chronologically. Section three records the Local issues of the 
United States from 1838 to 1864, while section four alphabetically lists 
the currencies that states use. Finally, section five is a chronological list 
of currencies in the order in which they first appeared on stamps from the 
British penny in 1840 to the Welsh penny, or 'Ceiniog', first recognised in 
1998.  
    Copies of this 100 page, A4 hardback first edition are still available 
from your favourite philatelic bookseller. Or Stampa, the Irish national 
stamp exhibition organisers, have signed copies at €15 + €5 postage and 
packing. Orders: Stampa, PO Box 2723, Cardiff Lane, Dublin 2, Ireland, 
or email info@stampa.ie with any queries regarding payment.  
    While mentioning Stampa, note that when I recently visited its website 
at www.stampa.ie, it was lacking any substance and referred to Stampa 
2003, so perhaps it was undergoing maintenance and will be up-to-date 
by now. (The next annual exhibition will be held at RDS, Ballsbridge, 
Dublin around the middle of October 2006.) 
    The Welsh Mailcoaches by the late Reverend Christopher M Beaver 
has recently been published by the Welsh Philatelic Society. It contains 
two maps showing mailcoach routes established in or before 1850 in 
Wales, mail carrying passenger conveyances for the same period, 
together with an illustration of a Time-bill for the Holyhead to London 
mailcoach of 1815. However the main thrust of this publication is a 
listing of routes, fully indexed and with an introduction by John 
Calladine. This limited edition (250 copies) contains 24 A4 partly colour 
pages and is priced at £4 post-free. It is available from: WPS, John 
Cowell, 52 Lon y Bryn, Menai Bridge, Anglesey LL59 5LL, Wales and 
will appeal to anyone with an interest in Welsh postal history. 
 
 



Society Meetings   The National Philatelic Society’s Christmas meeting 
will be held on Saturday 10 December (annual competitions), followed 
by ‘Ways of collecting’ (14 January, Gavin Fryer FRPSL), 
‘Triest/Trieste’ (11 February, Brian Asquith) and ‘St Lucia’ (11 March, 
Alister Kinnon). Enquiries: Honorary Secretary, National Philatelic 
Society, 107 Charterhouse Street, London EC1M 6PT, or visit 
www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps. 
 
 
Society Publications   ABPS News, the official magazine of the 
Association of British Philatelic Societies, contains the essential guide to 
the British philatelic scene. In its September issue, its editor Richard 
West provides a society and general news round-up, diary, book reviews, 
a profile on Susan Oliver and reports from the various ABPS committees 
and member societies. There is also a pictorial overview of some of the 
stamps issued for the end of WWII. Enquiries: Mike Brindle, General 
Secretary ABPS, PO Box 199, Thetford IP24 3WX. 
    The I&BPS Newsletter for September 2005 has been received from the 
Insurance and Banking Philatelic Society of Great Britain’s editor Brian 
Sole FRPSL. Within its 28 A5 black and white pages can be found news 
about the activities of the society, features about Smart Stamps used by 
Harmers, details of websites for collectors of Canadian and North 
American material, victory arrangements 60 years ago, modern GB postal 
history material and Arthur Alexander’s regular update on British 
commemorative and definitive new issues. The feature article this issue 
has been extracted from the 2005 Derby Congress Handbook and is a five 
page text that comprised the Kay Goodman Lecture given by Professor 
John West CBE RDP FRPSL. Entitled ‘Restoration; How far?’, this is a 
fascinating article that is worthy of being read by all collectors 
Membership is open to current and former members of the financial and 
insurance industries and details of membership may be obtained from 
Membership Secretary, I&BPS, John Pearce, Elm House, Temple End, 
Great Wilbraham, Cambridge CB1 5JF, or email him at 
john@templestamp.freeserve.co.uk  
    The BDSSC publications for July are just to hand and will be the 
penultimate issues, due to the forthcoming merger with the GB DSB SC 
(see Stop Press below). This bumper sending included 24 pages of the 
News Letter, eight NewsSheet pages and 12 more covering details of the 
AGM and proposed new society. The News Letter Editor, Trevor Jones, 
certainly ‘tells it as it is’ and for a group dedicated to the stamps and 
associated philatelic output of Royal Mail is not frightened to express his 
views on some topics when he believes that they are failing collectors. 
One example in his Editorial within this issue is where he states that: “if 
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one were a cynic (!) [Ed: his bracketed explanation mark] one might 
suggest that Royal Mail have a deliberate policy to ‘encourage’ customers 
to shop at Tallents House, at the expense of losing their local Post Shop.” 
in response to the non-availability of several items locally. This 
publication has a high level of quality black and white illustrations in it, 
which I find most useful, indeed picking up on Trevor’s point, it must 
also be remembered that not everyone has got access to local sources and 
so the chance of seeing items before purchase must surely assist overseas 
or more remotely located British collectors and is one of the highlights of 
this publication. Enquiries: For membership details of the new MBPC 
group it is suggested that prospective members contact Keith Woodward 
(see Stop Press) in the interim until new society officers are announced 
 
 
BPMA News    The British Postal Museum and Archive’s exhibition 
‘Victorian Innovation 1837-1901’ has been described as ‘small, but 
perfectly formed’ and it continues to be on display until April 2006. 
Within the three display cabinets are many gems including postal orders, 
parcel post labels, a perforating comb, proposed railway letter stamps and 
unadopted stamp designs. Viewing times are Monday to Friday 10:00am-
5:00pm, with an extension until 7pm on Thursday’s. The Archive is also 
open on selected Saturday’s between 10:00am and 5pm. BPMA is located 
at Freeling House, Phoenix Place, London WC1X 0DL. 
    ‘GPO’ is a new merchandise range that BPMA is selling, harking back 
to the days when ‘the postman always knocked twice and everything was 
in black and white’, to quote from the publicity material that heralded the 
launch of this interesting range of items. The product code, description 
and prices are: 

DVD1 Nightmail DVD        £17.50 
PCARD1  4 x A6 Travelling Post Office postcards   £2.50 
PCARD2  4 x A6 TPO 1940s black and white film stills postcards  £2.50 
NMTEEM, NMTEEL, NMTEEXL  Nightmail T-Shirts (M/L/XL sizes) £14.50 
GPOTEEM, GPOTEEL, GPOEEXL  GPO Male T-Shirts (M/L/XL sizes) £14.50 
GPOTEEF  GPO female T-Shirt      £14.50 
NI/1, NP/1, NR/1  GPO issue notebooks (Indexed, Plain or Ruled) £8.00 
CANVE  Post Office vehicles artwork canvas – first in planned series  £60.00 
CDOH  CD Oral History by former postal workers   £12.00   
E1  Victorian Innovation cover      £4.95 
MIN1916  Figurine of 1916 female Postal carrier    £10.00 
MIN1940  Figurine of 1940 post woman     £10.00 
MINS&A  Model of Science and Arts pillar box    £10.00 
MINAPP  Model of double aperture pillar box from WWII   £10.00 
GP  Green Papers mixed pack of two     £10.00 
CMP  Cary’s Map pack of c.40 maps from the 1790s   £5.00 

Discounts may apply for members of the Friends and further details, 
including postal charges, are available from Tom Lewis-Reynier, 



Business Development Manager, BPMA (telephone 020 72 2574 or email 
tom.lewis-reynier@postalheritage.org.uk). 
 
 
Auctions  Bonhams next sale will be held on 13 December at its 
Knightsbridge premises and will comprise stamps and covers of the 
world. Cavendish sold the Brian McCloy Seychelles and Great Britain 
collections on 23 September and the prices realised included a Mulready 
Design Proof at £506 and an uprated 1d Mulready letter sheet at £1,035. 
The much viewed Prince of Wales Hospital Fund labels reached £920 
with frantic bidding and a "SS Aeon" wreck cover made £747.  
    Sotheby’s continue to sell the philatelic collection formed by Sir 
Gawaine Baillie, BT. Volume IV: Great Britain Part Two came under the 
hammer in September and what a sale it was! The content of the 
catalogue (costing £30 and still available for purchase as a reference tool 
direct from Sotheby’s, as are those for the previous three sales) was 
amazing, with material coming right up to the present day (well, 2002 
actually) and not, as I had assumed would be the case, pre-Elizabethan. 
Total realisations of the c1500 lots came to almost £2.6m – and there are 
still six more sales to be held over the coming months. 
    Readers apparently enjoy be made aware of the most expensive item in 
a sale, even if it is way beyond their reach, so if you had the funds you 
could have purchased Lot 79 and had little change from £121k, for which 
you would now be the proud owner of a marginal block of four 2d Blues 
from the right of the sheet with the inscription ‘In Wetting the Back be 
careful no(t)’. It has good to large margins, exceptional colour, large part 
original gum and is noted as being one of the finest multiples of the 1840 
two pence blue known. It had a pre-sale estimate of £60-80k. At the other 
end of the price scale, it was possible to own a part of this fabulous 
collection for as little as £34 including buyer’s premium, which would 
have bought you an 1887-1900 1d GOVT. PARCELS lilac overprinted 
SPECIMEN.  
    Modern items were in profusion and a couple of examples that tie-in 
with my recent Bulletin articles include the 1965 United Nation’s issue 
pair of imperforate imprimaturs that realised £1265 (estimate £300-400) 
and the Post Office Tower 3d in a half sheet with various missing/part 
missing olive-green Towers sold for £18,400 (estimate £8000-10,000). 
    The Trafalgar sale from Sotheby’s mentioned earlier this year resulted 
in total realisations of almost £4.7m. Lot 184 proved to have the highest 
price tag – a mere £400,000 was paid for a watch inscribed ‘Pres. to 
Adml. Lord Nelson by the Officers of HMS Victory Aug 20 1805’, it is in 
its original leather covered box and has hand written instructions. Known 
as The Victory Watch, it is a gilt metal, gold and enamel quarter striking 
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musical chaise watch with alarm and made by James McCabe circa 1805. 
The estimate was £200-300k. The least expensive item was priced at 
£320, for which the purchaser obtained a commemorative silver medal 
inscribed ‘Napoleon’s Surrender 1815’. 
 
Auctioneer Enquiries:  
Bonhams, Montpelier Street, London SW7 1HH. 
Telephone: +44 (0)207 393 3900. Website: www.bonhams.com 
Cavendish Philatelic Auctions Ltd., 153-157 London Road Derby DE1 2SY.   
Telephone: +44 (0)1332 250970. Website: www.cavendish-auctions.com 
Corbitts Stamps Ltd., 5 Mosley Street, Newcastle Upon Tyne NE1 1YE.  
Telephone: +44 (0)191 232 7268. Website: www.corbitts.com 
Stanley Gibbons Ltd., 399 Strand, London WC2R 0LX.  
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7836 8444. Website: www.stanleygibbons.com 
Grosvenor Philatelic Auctions Ltd., 399 - 401 Strand, Third Floor, London WC2R 0LT. 
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7379 8789. Website: www.grosvenorauctions.com 
Harmers Auctions, No 11, 111 Power Road, Chiswick, London, W4 5PY.  
Telephone: +44 (0)20 8747 6100 Website: www.harmers.com 
Sotheby’s, 34-35 New Bond Street, London W1A 2AA.  
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7293 5000. Website: www.sothebys.com 
Spink, 69 Southampton Row, Bloomsbury, London WC1B 4ET.  
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7563 4000. Website: www.spink.com 
 
 

Dealer lists   Rushstamps has recently published their latest price lists of 
primarily British material. Rushexpress number 55 (Bonanza) and 56 
(Extra, Extra) are freely available to readers upon request and are sent 
postpaid. Comprising almost 200 pages between the two lists, more or 
less all areas of British stamps are covered and there are special discounts 
for quantity purchases. They note that there is currently a very active 
market for the stamps of the UK and the islands, with prices rising all the 
time. Enquiries: - Rushstamps (Retail) Ltd, PO Box 1, Lyndhurst SO43 
7PP, email enquiries@rushstamps.co.uk or visit www.rushstamps.co.uk. 
 
 
Stop Press The first edition of ‘The Bookmark’ Catalogue of Self-
adhesive Stamp Books compiled by Graham Eyre was received as the 
copy date for this issue of the Bulletin was closing, so a full review will 
appear next month. In the meantime anyone who cannot wait to acquire a 
copy of this important new work should write to the Secretary of the 
Great Britain Stamp Book Study Circle enclosing £25, plus £5 post and 
packing – it is incredibly heavy with over 500 pages and this charge is the 
actual cost of postage applied to the package (overseas extra). The 
catalogue price includes free membership for one Circle year (July-June). 
Enquiries should be addressed to Keith Woodward, 14 Chedington 
Avenue, Mapperley, Nottingham NG3 5SG (email keith@mbp-
circle.co.uk). 
    The Press Release accompanying the catalogue also confirms that 
effective from 1 January 2006, the Great Britain Decimal Stamp Study 
Circle is extending its scope to include all stamps and related materials 
issued during The Queen’s reign. The British Decimal Stamps Study 
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Circle (BDSSC) will merge with the GB DSB SC in January to form the 
Modern British Philatelic Circle (MBPC). 
 
 
(2646 words) 



STAMP SCENE JANUARY 2006 
Glenn H Morgan FRPSL keeps you posted 

 
 
Auctions Bonham’s specialised Great Britain sale held back in 
September included some attractive Mulready’s and their caricatures 
across 13 lots and included a Spooner’s number three envelope used from 
Bath to Clevedon, which went for £1116. A 1935 Silver Jubilee ‘Prussian 
Blue’ sold for £5640, while an example of the Jersey 2 1/2d regional 
imperforate on three sides sold for £1234. 
    Harmers of London’s 12 September auction featured world wide lots 
and collections with 386 lots coming under the hammer and bringing in 
£241,000. One of the features of the sale with an incredible pair of 
“Imperial” albums which were broken-up into a number of single country 
lots and started with a European selection in mixed condition. Estimated 
at £2,600 this lot sold for £3,000. One country collections followed and a 
few notable realisations were lot 120: Canada collection on leaves 
(estimate £3,000, realised £4,500), lot 126: Cape of Good Hope collection 
in album (estimate £1,500. realised £1,800). However, the top realisation 
of the day was lot 168 comprising a Great Britain collection on leaves 
(estimate £35,000, realised £34,000). 
 
Auctioneer Enquiries:  
Bonhams, Montpelier Street, London SW7 1HH. 
Telephone: +44 (0)207 393 3900. Website: www.bonhams.com 
Cavendish Philatelic Auctions Ltd., 153-157 London Road Derby DE1 2SY.   
Telephone: +44 (0)1332 250970. Website: www.cavendish-auctions.com 
Corbitts Stamps Ltd., 5 Mosley Street, Newcastle Upon Tyne NE1 1YE.  
Telephone: +44 (0)191 232 7268. Website: www.corbitts.com 
Stanley Gibbons Ltd., 399 Strand, London WC2R 0LX.  
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7836 8444. Website: www.stanleygibbons.com 
Grosvenor Philatelic Auctions Ltd., 399 - 401 Strand, Third Floor, London WC2R 0LT. 
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7379 8789. Website: www.grosvenorauctions.com 
Harmers Auctions, No 11, 111 Power Road, Chiswick, London, W4 5PY.  
Telephone: +44 (0)20 8747 6100 Website: www.harmers.com 
Sotheby’s, 34-35 New Bond Street, London W1A 2AA.  
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7293 5000. Website: www.sothebys.com 
Spink, 69 Southampton Row, Bloomsbury, London WC1B 4ET.  
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7563 4000. Website: www.spink.com 

 
 
SG150 Magazine    Stanley Gibbons has clocked-up 150 years in the 
stamp industry and started its celebrations with the publication on 3 
October 2005 of a special edition magazine, which they reckon could 
become a collectable in its own right. 
    Readers will probably recall that it was in 1856 that Stanley Gibbons 
was established and that it is based in London and Ringwood. Edward 
Stanley Gibbons founded the company, the future of which was assured 
following the acquisition of a sackful of rare stamps brought back from 
South Africa by two sailors. These days, turnover has reached in excess 
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of £10 million annually and Stanley Gibbons is probably the most 
recognised brand name in philately, even among non-collectors. 
    The Gibbons Stamp 150th Anniversary special edition magazine 
includes many interesting features – including a fascinating nine page 
article by our Editor entitled ‘In Search of Stanley Gibbons’, which 
researches the life of the founder of the company in a well-illustrated and 
extremely detailed piece. There are 19 other articles which cover the 
various SG departments, publications and company history, technology, 
postal administrations, Cinderella’s, interviews, autograph collecting, 
reminiscences, the future and past history of our hobby, investments and 
stamp prices. It concludes with what is described as “an ideal introduction 
to the wonderful world of stamp collecting” and in four pages happily 
reminded me of many of the stages that I had gone through in my early 
stages of collecting stamps. 
    A run down of the top 150 stamps, as voted for by readers, reveals that 
the top five are as follows: in position five is the Indian 4a octagonal of 
1854, in fourth place we have the British £1 1948 Silver Wedding 
commemorative, in three is the Canadian 50c blue ship design of 1929, 
while in second place is the Penny Black of 1840. In the top slot, the 
honour goes to the British £1 PUC stamp of 1929, which netted 11% of 
total votes cast. Over half (26) of the top 50 are British stamps, 21 are 
from the British Commonwealth, leaving just three ‘foreign’ stamps (the 
Czechoslovakian 1919 1h brown, Bavaria’s 1849 1k black and the 
Austrian 1933 50g+50g blue stamp). 
    The magazine cover bears a unique number, although at first it did not 
appear to be linked to any competition as is the usual reason for such 
magazine numbering. However, page 85 reveals that one lucky reader 
will win a Gems of the Baltic cruise for two people donated by Saga 
Holidays. The terms for entering seem to imply that you must be over 50 
to enter, so that precludes me (just!). In any event, there is not a closing 
date shown for the competition, so it might already be too late to enter. 
There is also the chance to win a Cape of Good Hope Triangular worth 
£150, which has a 30 June 2006 closure date. £350-worth of Universal 
Mail and/or New Zealand Mail stamps could have been won in a web 
only competition that was restricted to purchasers from these private mail 
operators. Perhaps surprisingly entries closed at the end of November last 
year, precluding many readers from entering. 
    On a personal note, I found it disappointing that it was necessary for 
the publication to be printed in Spain (presumably due to cost) and that 
Gibbons could not have found a British printer that offered a competitive 
enough price that would have enabled it to support an ailing industry. 
    There are 164 well-illustrated colour A4 pages, with an excellent 
balance of advertising (comprising 57 pages) versus articles (107 pages). 



There is no ISSN or ISBN quoted. The magazine sells for £4.95, euro 
7.50 or US$8.95, which represents such good value these days that I 
heartily recommend its purchase, as it is the type of publication that one 
will keep ‘dipping’ into down the years. 
    Copies may be obtained directly from the publishers Stanley Gibbons 
Ltd., 7 Parkside, Christchurch Road, Ringwood BH24 3SH, via their 
website www.stanleygibbons.com), or from “all usual Stanley Gibbons 
distribution channels”, which presumably includes local and national 
newsagents in the UK. 
 
 
Catalogues  The first edition of ‘The Bookmark’ Catalogue of Self-
adhesive Stamp Books, compiled and edited by Graham Eyre and 
published by the Great Britain Decimal Stamp Book Study Circle, was 
briefly mentioned last month and it is now possible to include a review. 
    It is hard to believe that with such a modern subject as British self-
adhesive stamp books that there can already be the need for over 500 
pages of A5 text and illustrations, but this is very much the case. (Some 
readers may be unaware that this type of stamp book was initially trialled 
on a restrictive basis during 1993. Self-adhesive stock was not introduced 
generally until 1998 (business sheets), or 2001 (stamp books)). 
    Graham is the ideal person to compile such a publication, as his 
enthusiasm for the hobby and his sheer rate of output is both contagious 
and prodigious. Not that he worked alone of course, as there was a team 
of experts who had contributed to content and checked through drafts 
prior to publication. Yes, there are a few spelling mistakes here and there 
that they missed (probably something that, in my experience, some 
readers will have delighted in pointing out!), but it would be churlish to 
focus on this single and minor negative point. 
    There are 12 sections within the catalogue that cover Notes, Policy, 
Printing Processes, Numbering and Lists, followed by each of the issued 
book types, including the popular business sheets. The work concludes 
with appendices covering miscellaneous stickers used with the packaging 
and a full listing of scanning tags, including the pre-self-adhesive 
versions that all have such a following with specialist collectors. (These 
items were introduced by Royal Mail in 1995 solely for use by retailers. 
They afford better security, plus an opportunity for improved stock 
control.)  
    The clever thing about the layout is that any section of the catalogue 
can be removed and all sections on a similar theme can be kept together if 
you prefer, i.e. it is modular. So, if you want to separate, say, all First 
Class definitive items (water-activated, self-adhesive and business sheets) 

http://www.stanleygibbons.com/


then this is perfectly feasible. Similarly, all packaging materials could be 
placed together, or even discarded if of no interest. 
    Technically, it is a good publication. The pages are four-hole punched 
with holes large enough to ensure easy turning of pages, the binder is 
amply capacious enough for the current content (although a second binder 
will be required when the second edition appears, I suggest), and the 
divider cards between sections are laminated to ensure that they do not 
tear. Text, photographs and illustrations are clear and are of a large 
enough size to be easily readable. Each page is printed on heavy-weight, 
non-reflective 130gsm paper (by way of contrast, photostat paper is 
normally only 80gsm). 
    I cannot claim to be an expert on these issues, but the catalogue does 
appear to contain everything that I am aware has been issued to the end of 
2004. The only items that appear not to be mentioned are the pair of 
unissued self-adhesive booklets that were produced as part of trials for 
usability by the disabled (of which a few 1st class single mint and used 
stamps are in circulation. No 2nd class appear to be recorded in private 
hands.). The withdrawn International rate books that erroneously had 
notches in the covers (and which should have been returned to Royal 
Mail by its Key Account customers, as instructed, prior to issue) are 
mentioned in the introduction and occasionally appear for sale, often in 
postage lots. 
    This catalogue cannot be taken in isolation, for it is ‘merely’ the most 
recent publication in a series that is set to expand and improve with the 
extension of the Circle’s scope and its merging with the British Decimal 
Stamps Study Circle. While the self-adhesive catalogue is recorded here 
in its first edition, the previous parts of the catalogue (currently sold-out) 
that cover stitched, folded, retail [window] and Prestige decimal stamp 
books has reached its seventh edition (plus a first supplement).  
    I do not think that I am giving away any secrets if I reveal that the 
eighth edition is in preparation and is currently undergoing a major 
rewrite and update so that it will match the style of the self-adhesive 
work, including the look of the binding and extent and scope of content. 
Each section mentioned above will be in a stand-alone catalogue, e.g. 
stitched books will be dealt with as a separate volume in future. 
    Put simply, if you collect this subject then you need the catalogue and 
must be a member of the GB DSB SC, or more to the point its successor 
organisation the Modern British Philatelic Circle, to ensure that you keep 
up to date with the finer points of new issues. 
    Enquiries: Copies of this publication (and MBPC membership details) 
are available from the Secretary of the Great Britain Decimal Stamp 
Book Study Circle, Keith Woodward, 14 Chedington Avenue, 
Mapperley, Nottingham NG3 5SG (email keith@mbp-circle.co.uk). 

mailto:keith@mbp-circle.co.uk


Enclose £25, plus £5 P&P (overseas extra), the price of which includes 
membership for one Circle year (July-June). 
 
 
Exhibitions      A reminder that Spring Stampex is next month (22-26 
February) at its usual venue of the Business Design Centre, Islington, 
London. The British Thematic Association and junior stamp competition 
entries are two of the main features of this exhibition. Further show 
details are available from PTS Ltd., P.O. Box 371, Fleet, Hampshire 
GU52 6ZX. Telephone (01252) 628006, or fax (01252) 684674. 
 
 
Washington 2006   With only a few months to go before America's once-
a-decade international exhibition opens its doors, Washington 2006 has 
issued its twelfth in a series of Member Updates providing up-to-date 
information about the event that takes place 27 May to 3 June at the 
Washington DC Convention Centre. The Exhibit Selection Committee 
reports that 640 philatelic and 220 literature entries have been chosen to 
compete. More than twice as many applications were received from 
around the world. Full details about Washington 2006 are to be found on 
the exhibition's web sit at www.washington-2006.com, or by writing to: 
W2006, PO Box 2006, Ashburn, VA 20146, USA. 
    As part of the lead-up to this major world show, we will feature over 
the coming months some of the key rarities that will be on display for 
visitors and start with two early American items. 

The "Blue Boy" Alexandria, Virginia Cover of 1846  

 

Last sold 1981 for $1 million (inc. buyer’s premium) by David Feldman S.A. 

This is the Alexandria, Virginia, postmaster provisional stamp on bluish-
grey paper, popularly known as the "Alexandria Blue Boy." The cover is 
dated 25 November 1846, and is one of the great rarities of nineteenth 
century United States postal history. It is the only known example, on or 
off cover, of the provisional printed on this colour paper. A handful of 
copies of the stamp are known on buff coloured paper.  

http://www.washington-2006.com/


    The cover originally contained a love letter written by an Alexandria 
resident to his fiancée, to whom he was secretly engaged. The family kept 
the letter and envelope until 1907 when they sold the cover by itself to a 
dealer. Since then it has graced the collections of such luminaries as 
George H. Worthington, Alfred H. Caspary, Josiah K. Lilly and others.  
 

The U.S. 1847 Proof Panes  

 Last sold in 1997 

The first postage stamps of the United States were released in 1847. 
Prepaying for a letter to travel to its recipient was a rather new concept, 
as 98% of letters of the time were typically mailed "postage due." These 
stamps were produced in response to the Congressional Act of 3 March, 
1847 which authorized the Postmaster General to produce stamps for the 
prepayment of postage.  
    The 5 cent value depicted Benjamin Franklin, the first U.S. Postmaster 
General, and prepaid letters weighing a half-ounce or less mailed to 
destinations up to 300 miles away. George Washington's likeness was 
placed on the 10 cent value for letters primarily with destinations beyond 
300 miles. There were 29 states in the country then, along with a handful 
of territories.  
    The New York printing firm of Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson 
designed and produced the stamps. It is interesting to note that a likeness 
of General Jackson was originally used on an essay for the 5 cent value, 
but later replaced by Franklin at the request of Postmaster General 
Nathan K. Hall. The company was paid at a rate of 25 cents per 1,000 
stamps. Over 3.7 million 5 cent stamps and 891,000 10 cent stamps were 
eventually delivered to post offices over nearly four years.  
    The panes above are believed to be printers’ salesmen samples to show 
potential customers the quality of their work. They were found in the 
corporate archives of the American Banknote Company in 1997, which 



absorbed the Rawdon firm in 1858. Each stamp of the proof panes is 
marked with the word "SPECIMEN."  
    At the time of the auction, cut-to-size die proofs were pasted down 
over the full plate proofs. There was some concern that they couldn't be 
removed without significant damage to the underlying pages. However 
the task was accomplished successfully to reveal the unique proof panes. 
To be exhibited by permission of Arthur Morowitz. 
 
 
Society Publications   The latest GB Journal and GBPS Newsletter both 
dated September/October 2005 are to hand and they contain the usual mix 
of society business, plus main articles, smaller-length features and other 
important snippets of information. This issue includes subjects as diverse 
as Harrison roll testing labels with perfins, experimental machine 
postmarks, ‘double head’ stamps, a “Found in WC in Bad Order”(!) 
marking and British, International and Commonwealth reply coupons, 
among others. Enquiries: visit the society website at www.gbps.org.uk/ or 
write to GBPS Membership Secretary, Debbie Harman, Greylands, 
Melton, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 1QE or e-mail: memsec@gbps.org.uk 
     
 
BPMA Friends Publication   Readers of the Bulletin who are also 
Friends of Postal Heritage (recently renamed Friends of the British Postal 
Museum and Archive), will have received the first of a new-style Cross 
Post magazine during October and the change is remarkable.  
    The page size has become A4 (from a non-standard smaller size, which 
had always annoyed me), it has many more pages on quality heavy-
weight paper (this issue, which starts volume 11, contains 52), and it has 
a new editor in regular Bulletin writer Richard West. It is also now in full 
colour throughout, which together with Richard’s years of experience in 
magazine publishing (he is a previous editor of Stamp Magazine) 
enhances the professional look of the publication to such a degree that it 
should be sold at newsagents nationally – and preferably monthly!  
    Features within the first issue start with news from BPMA and its CEO 
Tony Conder and details of Friends trips ‘out and about’. There are then 
major articles on ‘Victorian Innovation’, ‘The Post Office in War’ and 
‘It’s all Over’, ‘Carrying the Mail’ and this issue concludes with a 
retrospective on Percy Metcalfe – one of Britain’s foremost sculptors and 
medallists. All articles are well illustrated with over 100 items in total, 
many from the BPMA collections and those of the individual writers. 
There are also six pages of colour advertising from dealers and 
auctioneers that will enable readers to enhance their collections and the 
advertisers’ support of the Friends is to be commended. 

mailto:memsec@gbps.org.uk


    There is a price to pay for such improvements, however, and the 
publication frequency has altered from thrice to twice annually, but there 
is so much more enjoyment to be derived from reading this new version 
that it is a price worth paying. 
    If ever there was a medium for convincing potential members of the 
Friends that they should join, then this new publication is it. There are 
many other benefits, of course, which include newsletters from BPMA 
and the Friends, discounted items from the BPMA shop, meetings of 
members and visits to places of relevance, such as the Debden Stores that 
hold items too big to fit in Freeling House such as vehicles and letter 
boxes, Didcot Railway (with its mail exchange apparatus) and stamp 
printer outings. 2006 sees the 21st birthday of the Friends and a special 
lunch will be held in Maidstone to mark the occasion. So, why not join in 
and help shape the future of Britain’s postal heritage? 
    Membership enquiries should be directed to Mrs Avice Harms, 13 
Amethyst Avenue, Davis Estate, Chatham ME5 9TX. 
 
(3065 words) 



STAMP SCENE FEBRUARY 2006 
Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 

 
Auctions    Stanley Gibbons held an ‘all-world’ sale on 8 December 
which featured a large range of British material among its 1000+ lots. Lot 
578 comprised the 1840 ‘prepared for use but not issued’ 1d VR Official, 
catalogued at £12,000 in perfect condition, although this copy had a small 
tear at base, was estimated at £2000-£2400 and realised £1600 on the day.  
    Lot 670 was an interesting imperforate 1877 £5 Telegraph Trial in gold 
ink with the usual gum creasing and damage found on this trial. 
Catalogued at £2500, with a £1000-£1200 estimate, it realised £900. Gold 
ink was an idea that the Post Office soon abandoned, as the cost of 
production was too high at 6d (2.5p) per stamp. It is interesting to note 
that 6d in 1877 was the equivalent in today’s money of £1.44 per stamp if 
the retail price index is used as the basis for the calculation, or £10.32 
each copy when based on today’s average earnings. 
    There were circa 100 lots of Queen Elizabeth II errors on offer, 
including the recent – and much-publicised – missing £ sign on the DLR 
£2 deep blue-green stamp, which was offered as lot 830 at £260-£300 
estimate in a D1 cylinder block of six. It went for 260; sorry that should 
read £260. Imperforate self-adhesive 1st and 2nd class values in 
imperforate pairs (lot 832) are catalogued at £150, had an estimate of 
£60-70 and remained unsold. Commemorative errors were also in 
profusion and the 1964 Forth Road Bridge 6d was auctioned as lot 742 in 
a vertical strip of nine with the lower two showing complete light blue 
omitted and the third with partial omission. Only 24 copies of this error 
are known and it has a catalogue value of £5000+. The estimate was 
£3600-£4000 and this rare positional piece also failed to sell, rather 
surprisingly. 
     Bonham’s November sale included some unusual items of Royal Mail 
memorabilia: A 1p coil vending machine without outer casing and a 10p 
multi-value coil machine also without outer casing but with dummy coil 
roll of stamps included sold for £165; while a Queen Elizabeth II 1952 
square shaped lamp letter box in cast iron with galvanised steel back 
manufactured by WT Allen and Company of London, with EIIR cypher, 
enamel ‘Northwick Dundry’ collection plate, tab for next collection and 
supporting bracket, but without door lock or internal basket made £306.    
    The 1937-47 5d brown in an unmounted mint block (2 x 6) from the 
top-left corner of the sheet, top block of four, variety completely 
imperforate, pair below imperforate on three sides, rest normal comprised 
lot 658. This is one of the rarest King George VI varieties in a unique left 
corner block and has a Stanley Gibbons catalogue value of £17250. Its 
rarity was appreciated by one bidder who ensured that the item realised a 



healthy £15275. Auctions can be a good source of modern material at 
bargain basement prices an example being a 1980-2000 collection of 
Prestige stamp books with a face-value of £245 and a realisation of just 
£200. 
    At Cavendish, Great Britain is always a very popular section of each 
sale and the November auction was no exception. An 1840 Gadsby 
propaganda label cover made £1610 and a First Day Uniform penny Post 
cover from France made £2185. The two 1d red-brown on white paper 
covers made £805 each and a £1.16s 3d Seahorses cover to Argentina 
reached £575. An Azemar related cover signed by Azemar made £977, an 
early 1919 airmail express cover with Seahorse franking was taken to 
£690 and an historical letter from King Charles II to Louis XIV of France 
in 1679 reached £805.  
    The ‘Blundell’s’ collection of Wafer Seals (Part I) saw some high 
prices, including the 1841 cover with 10 seals making £2530, a complete 
sheet of Anti Graham seals as included in Punch magazine made £632, 
the Swedenborg Society wafers lot made £747 and the religious wafers 
collection £690. Good prices were a feature of the Early Letters including 
the Warrants for delivery of letters and a Cromwellian appointment of a 
State messenger made £1380. The David Cornelius West Country 
collection included £977 for the Plymouth Maltese Cross and Double Arc 
covers collection and £805 for a small group of 1816 1d concession rate 
covers to Wareham. Later classified Postal History saw £1092 being paid 
for an "E" Cross post Exeter EL of 1703, £747 for a Treasury warrant for 
a Royal messenger to deliver one letter to Essex in 1567, £632 for 
probably the earliest recorded letter from the Isle of Wight (1629) and 
£747 for a tiny letter to Kent sent by carrier in 1556. At the end of the GB 
section a rare WWI purple 3-ring "Jersey/P.C./Channel Islands" on POW 
cover realised £575. 
    Grosvenor’s latest sale comprised Great Britain postage stamps and 
postal history featuring the Ken Statham collection of line engraved and 
exceptional covers from the Gavin Fryer FRPSL collection of European 
postal history. The property of over 115 vendors, featuring sections of 
postal history and line engraved; King Edward VII including the unissued 
2d. Tyrian Plum; King George V with Downey Heads, Seahorses and 
1935 Silver Jubilee issues; a strong section of Queen Elizabeth II with 
Errors and Machins; booklets and booklet panes, Post Office telegraph 
stamps and Circular Delivery stamps. Lot 1226 was the 1910 De La Rue 
2d. Tyrian Plum, a fine mint example of this great rarity, a key stamp of 
Great Britain philately of which very few exist in private hands. 
 



 
 

This stamp is catalogued at £60,000 and bore a pre-sale estimate of 
£42,000-£45,000, unfortunately remaining unsold. Whether this was due 
to an over-ambitious estimate or the fact that it contains a small surface 
mark to the left of the value tablet (believed to be a natural paper flaw) is 
unclear. Certainly, if I had that much spare cash to spend on a single 
stamp, I would be seeking perfection however rare the item might be. 
    Lot 1402 (estimate £80-£100) was an unusual range comprising the 
1962 N.P.Y. ordinary stamps as a selection of pre-first day release covers 
(7), comprising 3d on 16.10.62 from Lewisham, 3d on 25.10.62 from 
Bexleyheath, 3d (red ms. cancellation) on 29.10.62 from Ashford, 3d on 
13.11.62 from Brighton (d.s. overstruck by the P.O.), and the set on 
separate 13.11.62 envelopes from Pontypool. These realised £60. Lot 
1457 comprised an unmounted mint pair of the 2001 Nobel Prize 65p 
variety with hologram omitted with normal, which is catalogued at £4500 
with only eight copies known, bore a pre-sale estimate of £2500-£2800. It 
sold for £2250. 
    Last November, Sotheby’s auctioned Volume V of the philatelic 
collection formed by the late Sir Gawaine Baillie, Bt. This magnificent 
British Africa section realised a total of £1.1 million. 
 
Auctioneer Enquiries:  
Bonhams, Montpelier Street, London SW7 1HH. 
Telephone: +44 (0)207 393 3900. Website: www.bonhams.com 
Cavendish Philatelic Auctions Ltd., 153-157 London Road Derby DE1 2SY.   
Telephone: +44 (0)1332 250970. Website: www.cavendish-auctions.com 
Corbitts Stamps Ltd., 5 Mosley Street, Newcastle Upon Tyne NE1 1YE.  
Telephone: +44 (0)191 232 7268. Website: www.corbitts.com 
Stanley Gibbons Ltd., 399 Strand, London WC2R 0LX.  
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7836 8444. Website: www.stanleygibbons.com 
Grosvenor Philatelic Auctions Ltd., 399 - 401 Strand, Third Floor, London WC2R 0LT. 
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7379 8789. Website: www.grosvenorauctions.com 
Harmers Auctions, No 11, 111 Power Road, Chiswick, London, W4 5PY.  
Telephone: +44 (0)20 8747 6100 Website: www.harmers.com 
Sotheby’s, 34-35 New Bond Street, London W1A 2AA.  
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Telephone: +44 (0)20 7293 5000. Website: www.sothebys.com 
Spink, 69 Southampton Row, Bloomsbury, London WC1B 4ET.  
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7563 4000. Website: www.spink.com   

 
 
Exhibitions     A final reminder that Spring Stampex is at the end of this 
month (22-26 February) at its usual venue of the Business Design Centre, 
Islington, London. The British Thematic Association and junior stamp 
competition entries are two of the main features of this exhibition. Further 
show details are available from PTS Ltd., P.O. Box 371, Fleet, 
Hampshire GU52 6ZX. Telephone (01252) 628006. 
 
 
Obituary    Michael Anthony Furnell, editor of the National Philatelic 
Society’s Stamp Lover magazine sadly died at the end of November of 
pneumonia. The December issue was the last issue under his editorship 
and he will be a hard act to follow. Those who knew Michael even 
fleetingly will always remember him with fond memories and as one of 
life’s true gentlemen – I certainly will and was pleased to be able to have 
counted him as a friend.  
    In 1992, Bloomsbury published Michael’s The Stamp Collectors 
Almanac: Great Britain, which was described as an indispensable 
handbook for all philatelists and anyone with an interest in stamp 
collecting. The book has individual entries providing a clear, concise 
coverage of around 100 of the most collectable British stamps and is 
packed with information and illustrated in colour. 
    His knowledge extended beyond stamps, though, and many readers of 
the Bulletin may have unwittingly read his many articles and books on 
buying Spanish property, for he regularly wrote for the likes of the Daily 
Telegraph and Which?  Indeed, Mike Hayes, incumbent editor of Homes 
Overseas said following Michael’s death, “There are a lot of selfish, 
egocentric people in this business. Thank goodness for the very generous 
and unassuming Michael Furnell, putting things in perspective. He had an 
encyclopaedic knowledge of the property market, both at home and 
overseas.”     
    Donations in his memory can be sent to Cancer Research UK, c/o E 
Spark Ltd, 104 Pinner Road, Northwood HA6 1BS. 
 
 
Washington 2006    As part of the lead-up to this major world show, we 
started featuring last month some of the key rarities that will be on 
display for visitors and continue here with two valuable philatelic gems 
from Hawaii and India. 
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The Dawson Hawaiian Missionary Cover of 1852  
 

 
Last sold 7 November, 1995 for $2,090,000 (inc. buyer’s premium)  

by Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries 
 

This envelope is one of the world’s greatest postal history rarities. It is the 
only known cover bearing a copy of the 2 cent Hawaiian Missionary 
issue. Also on the cover are a 5 cent Missionary and a pair of the 3 cent 
stamps from the Unites States 1851 issue.  
    The Missionary stamps were so named because they were seen on 
letters sent by missionaries in Hawaii. The stamps were printed at a 
newspaper plant in Hawaii. This particular cover was salvaged nearly a 
century ago from an industrial firm in New England. A worker cleaning 
out some partly burned papers in the company's furnace found the now 
famous cover in the ashes and debris. The envelope bears a scorch mark 
on the left side, below the pair of 3 cent stamps. It was sent to New York 
City from Honolulu, where it was posted on 4 October 1852. 
    The 5 cent Missionary paid the rate from Hawaii to San Francisco and 
the 2 cents paid the ship captain's fee. The pair of 3 cent 1851s paid the 
postage from California to New York.  
    The Dawson cover was reproduced on a 2002 souvenir sheet by the 
United States Postal Service.  

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It once belonged to the Canadian-born 
industrialist George H. Worthington, 
who later settled in Cleveland, Ohio 



after amassing a fortune from a variety of businesses including railroad 
construction, quarrying, and chewing gum manufacture. He accumulated 
one of the most valuable philatelic collections in the United States in the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries, which included a Post Office Mauritius 
cover and the 5 cent Alexandria ‘Blue Boy’ postmaster provisional.  
    The Hawaiian Missionary stamps are rare, especially on cover. This 
particular cover was sold in recent years for over $2 million and is to be 
exhibited by permission of a private collector. 
 
India's 1854 Blue and Pale Red Inverted Queen  
 

 
 

Cat No. SG 18a, 1854 4a Head inverted from position 7, frame from position 6, both die I, cut to shape, 
all frame lines with good margins, light diamond of dots cancellation, with small part of red boxed 

India Paid, the finest of the only 24 cut to shape examples recorded. A marvellous world rarity, with 
1998 Holcombe certificate. Stamp No.8 in ‘Stamps of Fame’ by L.N. & M. Williams. Ex-Earl of 

Crawford, and was last exhibited in 6-11 May 1935 at the Royal Philatelic Society London in the Royal 
Jubilee Exhibition of British Empire Stamps of the Victorian Era. 

 
Stamps of the East India Company were first produced in four 
denominations in 1854. The highest value, 4 annas, was a bi-coloured 
issue and printed in two stages. The pale red frames were printed first and 
allowed to dry before the sheets were imprinted with Queen Victoria's 
image in blue. At least one sheet was mistakenly inserted the wrong way, 
creating the errors.  
    The first invert was reported 20 years later in 1874. It is believed that 
only three used errors exist which were not cut to the octagonal shape of 
the frame, the custom of the time. To be exhibited by permission of 
David Feldman S.A. on behalf of the owner. 
 
 
Society journals   Topical Time the American Topical Association’s 92 
page partly in colour publication for September-October 2005 included 
interesting feature articles on Four Rings (Audi and Auto Union), All in a 
Lather (Sunlight soap), Life of Buddha (Prince Siddhartha), Decorating 
Quail Eggs and First Romanian Spaceman, together with the usual mix of 



society information pages and other regular features. Enquiries: ATA, PO 
Box 57, Arlington, TX76004-0057 USA. 
 
 
RFID Stamps  The magazine for the world’s postal businesses Postal 
Technology International had an interesting article by Dr Peter Harrop 
IDTechEx in its December 2005 issue. It related to the expected introduction 
of stamps incorporating Radio Frequency IDentification (RFID) 
technology, which is similar in theory to barcodes.  
    A web article at www.webopedia.com/TERM/R/RFID.html records 
that “With RFID, the electromagnetic or electrostatic coupling in the RF 
portion of the electromagnetic spectrum is used to transmit signals. An 
RFID system consists of an antenna and a transceiver, which reads the 
radio frequency and transfers the information to a processing device, and 
a transponder, or tag, which is an integrated circuit containing the RF 
circuitry and information to be transmitted.”   
    The above definition is quite technical, but we experience these 
devices in daily life already, especially when out shopping, for they are 
used on some clothing tags and food items and anywhere that unique 
identification is needed, such as personnel ID systems. Unlike barcodes, 
they transmit the information and do not require the line-of-sight reading 
that is so essential with barcode reading at the checkout.  
    Dr Harrop states that “Eventually these tags will be embedded in 
stamps, enabling the electronic postage stamp, which will allow real-time 
visibility of every postal item. First will come tagging of mailbags, then 
parcels and finally when the tag cost is suitably low, every postal item.” 
The article illustrated the British 2nd class British Museum stamp with an 
RFID tag alongside; although there is nothing to suggest that this stamp 
was ever trialled with this technology incorporated.  
    A trawl through the web search engines on this subject notes that it 
could be 15 years time before RFID technology is used on stamps; while 
another commentator, Novysan, had even greater hopes for the use of 
RFIDs when he notes at www.halfbakery.com/idea/RFID_20Postage_20Stamps : 
“Instead of a sheet of postage stamps, you are issued a sheet of similarly 
sized RFID tags. You input the destination address and return address (if 
desired) into a small USB connected device on your computer and it 
flashed the RFID tag with its serial number and updates the Postal 
System's Database. Then, only the tag is affixed to the envelope. No 
human being can ever see who it was from or where it's going. Machines 
do most of the sorting anyway, and this would increase the speed. You 
could check an option to have the addresses printed out onto the envelope 
once they reach the FINAL substation, making it easier on the actual 
letter carrier. Your home’s mailbox could have a reader that could signal 
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to the carrier if they've dropped a letter to the wrong address in your box. 
The tags could then be cleared by you, the entry deleted from the Post 
office's database, and the tag reused. Total anonymity, except by choice, 
and then only to the last person involved, the letter carrier.” 
    It is assumed that phosphor would no longer be required for postal 
sorting and this is clearly a new area to watch-out for – especially if 
postal mechanisation is your interest. It appears that Germany and China 
are two of the major postal administrations trialling or rolling-out RFID 
technology. 
 
NPS Seminars   Following a successful first year of seminars, in 2005, 
the National Philatelic Society is promoting two afternoon Philatelic 
Seminars to be held at the British Philatelic Centre, 107 Charterhouse 
Street, London EC1M 6PT on Wednesday 15 February 2006 - Starting 
out in Stamp Collecting - and on Wednesday 22 March 2006 - Problems 
in beginning a Philatelic Collection.  
    Do you have friends who are thinking of starting philately, or who 
want to revive their interest in the hobby? Or would you like to learn 
more about the basics?  The National is holding two seminars for 
beginners and near beginners. The first is aimed at explaining what 
philately involves, the second is for people who are already interested and 
want to learn more. 

    These days, philately is not just about stamps, it can also be about 
collecting many things related to the postal system and the delivery of 
mail. The seminars will discuss how to obtain stamps, identify and sort 
them, and keep them safely. They will also highlight the various branches 
of the hobby such as postal history, social philately and ‘Cinderella’ 
philately.  
    The Seminars start at 1.45 pm but the NPS Library will be open to 
attendees from 10.30 am.  There will be a charge made of £3 (£2 for NPS 
members) for each event to cover refreshments and expenses. Places are 
limited and the deadline for applications is 3rd February 2006 for 
“Starting Out” and 10th March 2006 for “Philatelic Problems”. 
    For further details and a booking form please send a stamped addressed 
envelope to Christopher Oliver, National Philatelic Society, 107 
Charterhouse Street, London ECIM 6PT or visit our website  
www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps where a booking form is also available. 
    Further National PS Seminars will be held during 2006 including a day 
seminar ‘How to Collect & Display Postal History’ on Saturday 1st April, 
and a judging seminar later in the year.                                   
    Saturday Meetings of the National are normally held on the second 
Saturday of the month with a 400-lot room and postal members’ auction 



at 1pm followed by the Display at 2.45 pm. Members also enjoy six 
issues a year of our magazine, Stamp Lover (with its Checklists of 
philatelic articles), plus Literature Sales, separate Stamp and Postal 
Circulating Packets, and the renowned NPS Library. Visitors are always 
welcome at monthly meetings, where the next will be ‘Triest/Trieste’ by 
Brian Asquith on 11 February.  
    All enquiries to Peter Mellor, Honorary Secretary, either telephone 020 
7490 9610, e-mail nps@ukphilately.org.uk or visit the NPS website  at 
www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps.      
 
 
Liners Error  As copy for this issue was being finalised I learnt that 
Harmers were to auction on 20 December a previously unrecorded error 
of value on the Ocean Liners miniature sheet issued in 2004. Instead of 
the bottom left stamp, the SS City of New York design, being priced at 
57p, it has a face value of only 53p.  The find was coincidentally made in 
New York and it is believed that six copies have so far been discovered. 
It might be worth readers checking their copies, especially as the sheet 
bore a pre-sale estimate of £3000. The lot description also mentions that 
the Stamp Card (PHQ card) accompanying the sheet being auctioned also 
depicts the unissued 53p stamp, 57p being the normally available card. 
 
(3326 words) 
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STAMP SCENE MARCH 2006 
Glenn Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 

 

Washington 2006    As part of the lead-up to this major world show, we 
are featuring some of the key rarities that will be on display for visitors to 
enjoy and continue here with the ultimate rarity. 

 
Sweden’s 1855 3-skilling Colour Error  
 

 
Last auctioned November 8, 1996 for $2,270,000 
(inc. buyer’s premium) by David Feldman S.A. 

 
The stamp, the world’s most valuable, will be on display at Washington 
2006. Like the only stamp of greater fame, the British Guiana 1c magenta 
of 1856, there is but a single known copy of the Sweden 3 skilling error 
of colour of 1855. Like the British Guiana, it, too was discovered by a 
schoolboy, who, in response to a Stockholm dealer’s public offer in 1885 
of 7 kroner for the 3 skilling stamps, found it while searching through his 
late grandfather’s correspondence. His grandmother let him soak the 
stamp off the envelope and he duly collected his 7 kroner without 
realizing that the stamp he had found was an error. Not so the dealer: he 
knew that the 3 skilling stamp had been printed in green, not in the 
orange-yellow of the stamp he had bought from the boy. He knew he had 
a valuable find, probably one-of-a-kind, for which he turned down an 
offer of 300 kroner. He sold it eventually to a dealer in Vienna, Austria, 
who sold it in 1894 to the 19th century’s most renowned collector, Baron 
Philipp la Rénotière von Ferrary, for 4,000 gold florins.  
    After World War I, the stamp changed hands several times, eventually 
ending up in the possession of King Carol II of Romania, who paid 
approximately $30,000 for it in 1937.  
    It was at the 1974 STOCKHOLMIA stamp exhibition that the 
controversy about the 3 skilling error arose. The Swedish Postal Museum 
turned down the opportunity to purchase it on suspicion that it was a 
forgery and set up a commission to prove its suspicion correct. Others 
formed another commission to prove its authenticity. The evidence 



provided by the two commissions led to the conclusion that a stray 3 
skilling cliché had found its way into a printing of the orange-yellow 8 
skilling stamps--and thus that the Stockholm dealer and Ferrary had been 
right about their error. Wealthy collectors seem to agree: the 3 skilling-
banco orange-yellow was sold at auction in 1978 and again in 1984, when 
it went for about $455,000, the second highest price ever paid for a single 
stamp.  
    It auctioned most recently on 8 November 1996 in a David Feldman 
auction for $2,270,000 (2,875,000 Swiss francs), making it the most 
valuable stamp in the world, at least until another tops that price. That’s a 
massive $39 billion dollars a pound! It is insured for $15,000,000.  
    This stamp has its own web site at www.treskillingyellow.com, where 
further details can be found. There is also a very detailed recent article 
written by Australian dealer Glen Stephens about this stamp's fascinating 
history at www.glenstephens.com/snmay05.html. To be exhibited by 
permission of Stamp Collection AG.  
 
Washington 2006: A World Philatelic Exhibition, Saturday 27 May (Memorial Day weekend) through to Saturday 3 June, 10:00 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. daily except Saturday, 27 May at the  Washington, DC Convention Center, 801 Mount Vernon Place N.W., 
Washington DC, 20001 between 7th and 9th, and K and N St. Admission is free, registration required.  Visit www.lwashington-
2006.org for more details. 
 
 
Auctions  Harmers The Liners miniature sheet with the error of value 
(53p instead of 57p) realised £4411 against an estimate of £3000. It 
appears that the sheets that were discovered were probably issued by 
Royal Mail to its American agents in error. This would have been around 
the time of the 4p increase in postal rates that enlarged the cost of the 
Universal European airmail rate and necessitated the reprinting of the 
sheets with the higher valued stamps. 
    Spink’s Great Britain stamps and covers sale on the 7th December 
included 1883-84 'Lilac and Green' Surface-Printed issue, De La Rue's 
First Scheme, an attractive artist's hand-painted essay, which realised 
£1700 against an estimate of £800 - £1000 and in the booklets section a 
1940 (Oct.) 2s6d green cover printed in black, edition no. 43, bore an 
estimate of £160 – £200 and sold for £340.  
 
Auctioneer Enquiries:  
Bonhams, Montpelier Street, London SW7 1HH. 
Telephone: +44 (0)207 393 3900. Website: www.bonhams.com 
Cavendish Philatelic Auctions Ltd., 153-157 London Road Derby DE1 2SY.   
Telephone: +44 (0)1332 250970. Website: www.cavendish-auctions.com 
Corbitts Stamps Ltd., 5 Mosley Street, Newcastle Upon Tyne NE1 1YE.  
Telephone: +44 (0)191 232 7268. Website: www.corbitts.com 
Stanley Gibbons Ltd., 399 Strand, London WC2R 0LX.  
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7836 8444. Website: www.stanleygibbons.com 
Grosvenor Philatelic Auctions Ltd., 399 - 401 Strand, Third Floor, London WC2R 0LT. 
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7379 8789. Website: www.grosvenorauctions.com 
Harmers Auctions, No 11, 111 Power Road, Chiswick, London, W4 5PY.  
Telephone: +44 (0)20 8747 6100 Website: www.harmers.com 
Sotheby’s, 34-35 New Bond Street, London W1A 2AA.  
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Telephone: +44 (0)20 7293 5000. Website: www.sothebys.com 
Spink, 69 Southampton Row, Bloomsbury, London WC1B 4ET.  
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7563 4000. Website:  www.spink.com   

 
 
Stamp Shows  The following major stamp exhibitions are scheduled: 
2006  
17-20 March ASDA Mega-Event, Madison Square Garden, New York, USA.  www.asdaonline.com 
4-6 May  International Briefmarkenmesse Essen, Essen, Germany. www.briefmarkenmesse-essen.de  
27 May – 3 June  Washington 2006, Convention Center, Washington DC, USA. Enquiries: Washington  

2006, PO Box 2006, Ashburn, VA20146-2006, USA. www.washington-2006.org  
17-25 June  Le Salon du Timbre 2006, Parc Floral, Paris, France. www.ffap.net/even7M.htm  
24-25 June  Thematica, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
20-24 September Autumn Stampex, Business Design Centre, London. www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
5-8 October  Fall Mega Event, Jacob Javits Convention Center, New York, USA. www.asdaonline.com 
7-13 October  España 06, Malaga, Spain. http://personal.telefonica.terra.es/web2/958251679/espa%F1a06/  
16-20 November  Belgica 06, Brussels Convention Centre, Brussels, Belgium.  info@belgica2006.be 
18-19 November  Thematica, Carisbrooke Hall, London, UK. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
24-25 November  ABPS National Philatelic Exhibition, Riviera Centre, Torquay, Devon, UK.  

Enquiries: Torquay 2006, 29 Bowhay Lane, Exeter EX4 1PE. www.torquay2006.org.uk  
? December  Indepex 06, New Delhi, India. Provisional show. 
2007 28 Feb-4 March and 19-23 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
2008 14-22 May  Israel 08, Tel Aviv, Israel; 15-22 June Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
2010 8-15 May  London 2010 - Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre, London, UK. 

 
 
Blogging There is a new blog devoted to stamp collecting known as 
‘Suzi’s Stamps and Stuff: stamp collecting and philatelic fun!’, located at 
http://suzisstamps.blogspot.com/ (note the lack of www in the URL – this 
is correct).  
    For those unfamiliar with blogging, Google defines it thus: “A blog is 
basically a journal that is available on the web. The activity of updating a 
blog is ‘blogging’ and someone who keeps a blog is a ‘blogger’. Blogs 
are typically updated daily using software that allows people with little or 
no technical background to update and maintain the blog.” 
    Suzi Boyer is a 36 year old collector from Pennsylvania, USA and her 
site might be the start of the stamp collecting fraternity getting in to this 
latest ‘tool’ that the internet offers. At present, her site is not aimed at 
specialists and would largely suit the general collector, but there is no 
reason why the scope cannot expand.  
    The only British-related posting at present relates to Machin’s and Suzi 
states “I admit to having a Machin obsession. I have been accumulating 
these tiny portraits for many years, and am trying to accumulate more 
Wildings and KGVI definitives also. I like to dig through my Gibbons 
specialized catalogues and look for varieties.” 
 
 
Postal History Seminar The opportunity to learn more about postal 
history collecting and displaying from two of the experts in this field is to 
be offered by the National Philatelic Society. A day-long seminar on this 
subject is to be held on Saturday 1 April at 107 Charterhouse Street, 
London EC1M 6PT. 
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    The main speakers are Trevor Davis FRPSL, well known for his 
Australian Postal History collection, and Patrick Frost, whose main forte 
is the postal history of Great Britain. The topics include how to choose a 
subject, gather material and organise a collection, and how to select 
material to display and arrange it for competitions. Primarily this is an 
opportunity to bring along material for constructive criticism by Trevor 
and Patrick, so please therefore bring along examples of your collection 
(16 or 32 pages) to assist in the critique. 
    The cost includes coffee and lunch and is £8 for National P S members 
and £10 for others.  Places are limited and the deadline for application is 
17 March 2006. For further details and a booking form please send a 
stamped addressed envelope to Christopher Oliver, National Philatelic 
Society, 107 Charterhouse Street, London ECIM 6PT or visit 
www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps where a booking form is also available 
    Saturday Meetings of the National are normally held on the second 
Saturday of the month with a 400-lot room and postal members’ auction 
at 1pm followed by the display at 2.45 pm. Members also enjoy six issues 
a year of the magazine Stamp Lover (with its checklists of philatelic 
articles), plus literature sales, separate stamp and postal history 
circulating packets, and the renowned NPS Library. 
   Forthcoming displays at the National include ‘St. Lucia’ by Alister 
Kinnon on Saturday 11 March and ‘Norway’ by Pat Adams on 8 April 
and visitors are always welcome. All enquiries to Peter Mellor, Honorary 
Secretary, telephone 020 7490 9610, e-mail nps@ukphilately.org.uk or 
visit their website at www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps 
 
 
British Library A report in the February 2006 issue of Stamp Magazine 
revealed that the British Library Philatelic Collections were growing 
faster than ever. Its curator, David Beech, reports unprecedented growth 
since the move to St Pancras, with many donations either having been 
transferred to BLs custody or are promised for the future.  
    There is material for every philatelist to enjoy with collections from 
around the world and collectors of British material should especially 
make a visit to see the Tapling Collection (where one of the few known 
1858-79 1d red Plate 77s is on display). Many other collections with a 
British emphasis are able to be seen by appointment, including the: 

• Chinchen  and Landmark Trust Collections of Lundy Island philately, 
• Ewen and Turner Collections of Railway Letter Stamps 1891-1940s, 
• Board of Inland, Stamping Department Archive 1710-1950s, 
• Sherborn Collection of 1d pink postal stationery envelopes from 1841, 
• Langmead Collection of Telegraph stamps and stationery 
• Fletcher Collection of 300 years of public and private postal services, 
• Treasury Excise, HMSO and Turner Collections of Excise Revenue and Newspaper tax 

stamps, 
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• Scott Collection of inland airmails, 
• Walker Collection of Channel Islands occupation material. 
 

    I recently took two non-collecting friends for a visit and they both 
enjoyed seeing the stamps on display to the point of wanting to go back, 
so if you want to see stamps seven days a week, then the British Library 
is the place to go.  
    The display frames are right next to the restored printing press that had 
been used to produce the Penny Black and is also situated alongside the 
excellent Pru Leith coffee shop with its backdrop of the six-storey King’s 
Library collection once belonging to King George III, comprising 60,000 
volumes and given to the nation by his son.  
    Enquiries: visit the library at 96 Euston Road, London and if possible 
visit their excellent website at www.bl.uk/collections/philatelic before 
you go to get the most from your visit. 
 
 
Music Awards The Philatelic Music Circle’s annual Yehudi Menuhin 
Trophy  has been awarded to Franco Filanci, designer of the miniature 
sheet for the re-opening of La Scala in Milan, issued by the Republic of 
San Marino in 2004. 
    Second place went to Tapani Aartomaa for his Sibelius issued by 
Finland and in third place was Renate Gruber who designed a stamp 
depicting conductor Riccardo Muti and the New Year’s Day Concert in 
Vienna, as issued by Austria. 
    Enquiries: PMC, Geoffrey Datson, 55 High Street, Swaffham Bulbeck, 
Cambridge CB5 0HP, or email datcam@lineone.net 
 
 
Offshore Issues   The Jersey Post Office will be issuing on 9 April a £2 
stamp in sheets of four commemorating the first wedding anniversary of 
Their Royal Highnesses The Prince of Wales and The Duchess of 
Cornwall. After 12 months the stamp will form part of Jersey Post’s 
definitive stamp range. January saw the release of a £2 miniature sheet 
commemorating the 150th anniversary of the Victoria Cross. The stamp 
depicts the medal, while the margins show HMS Hecla and HMS 
Arrogant, plus portraits of G Ingouville VC CGM RN and CD Lucas VC 
RN, against a background of a map of the Gulf of Finland. Jerseyman 
Ingouville was one of the first 62 recipients of the award, while Lucas 
was the very first recipient. 
    Meanwhile, Isle of Man Post commemorated in January ‘Eighty Years 
of Duty and Service’ as its offering for the 80th birthday of Queen 
Elizabeth II. The set of eight stamps cost £4, each depicting an event 
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from one of the monarch’s eight decades, including some photographs by 
the late Lord Lichfield. 
    Enquiries: Jersey Post, PO Box 555, Jersey JE4 8XJ, email 
stamps@jerseypost.com or visit www.jerseystamps.com. Isle of Man 
Post, PO Box 10M, Douglas, IOM IM99 1PB, email 
stamps@iompost.com or visit www.iompost.com/stamps  
 
 
Philatelic Events    The 30th annual North East Philatelic Weekend is to 
be held at the Swallow Hotel, Gateshead from 19-21 May at a cost of 
£144 per attendee. The price includes all meals, coffee and tea breaks, 
pre-banquet drinks, Sunday lunch and use of all leisure facilities at the 
hotel. An active programme is planned including displays on Darlington 
postal history, Japan, the motor car as a thematic, revenues and Hong 
Kong. Enquiries: Miss Valerie A Beeken, NEPW Organising Secretary, 
162 Canterbury Road, Newton Hall Estate, Durham DH1 5XT, or 
telephone 0191 386 1931. 
    Torquay 2006, the sixth ABPS national philatelic exhibition will be 
held on Friday 24th and Saturday 25th November at the Riviera Centre, 
Torquay. This will be the only opportunity for exhibitors to enter the 
competitive side of philately this year, as there will be no such displays at 
Autumn Stampex.  All disciplines will now be covered and enquiries for 
entering are to be directed to the Chairman, Torquay 2006, J Barry Horne 
FRPSL, 29 Bowhay Lane, Exeter EX4 1PE, telephone 01392 273 012, 
email barry@torquay2006.org.uk or visit www.torquay2006.org.uk  
     
Society publications  The December issue of The Bookmark was the last 
to be seen in its old guise of solely a decimal stamp book publication and 
included specialist notes on the SmilersTM book of six pictorial definitives 
and the Trafalgar Prestige stamp book, plus an interesting feature on 
Window book display units, among other  aspects.  
    The GB DSB SC and BDSSC have now merged into the Modern 
British Philatelic Circle (MBPC) and the scope has extended to include 
all QEII material, including sheet printed, Smilers, Wildings, coils, etc. It 
is well-worth the £8 per annum subscription, especially now that the 
coverage is greater for no more subscription. Enquiries should be 
addressed to Keith Woodward, 14 Chedington Avenue, Mapperley, 
Nottingham NG3 5SG, email keith@mbp-circle.co.uk or visit www.mbp-
circle.co.uk  
    So as not to appear biased towards one organisation, it should be 
mentioned that The Machin Collectors Club (MCC) exists to serve 
collectors interested in the late Arnold Machin’s long-running series of 
definitive stamps in all its forms. It has possibly seen how the MBPC has 
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been formed to cover the entire present Monarch’s reign and has entered 
into an agreement with the publishers of the Stoneham catalogue of 
British stamps to produce a new full-colour version of that popular 
publication. Look out for a review in due course, as publication was 
imminent when writing this article. A monthly 12 page newsletter and 
website keep members updated on this constantly evolving scene for £10 
a year within UK. Enquiries: MCC. 8 Jannys Close, Aylsham NR11 6DL, 
email machins@supanet.com or visit www.machins.org  
    Latest copies of Coros Chronicle (religion on stamps), Concorde Study 
Circle Newsletter, Themescene, Insurance and Banking PS Newsletter 
and ABPS News have been submitted to the Editor. They all contain the 
usual range of articles and news so relevant and important to interested 
collectors. Enquiries for these organisations should be directed to:  

• Verna Shackleton, COROS, 425 N. Linwood Avenue, #110, Appleton WI 54914, USA, or email 
corosec@sbcglobal.net 

• Brian L Asquith, CSC, “Alandale”, Radcliffe Gardens, Carshalton Beeches SM5 4PQ, or email 
brian@asquithbl.freeserve.co.uk 

• Wendy Buckle, BTA, 71 Churchward Avenue, Swindon SN2 1NW, or visit www.brit-thematic-assoc.com  
• Membership Secretary, I&BPS, John Pearce, Elm House, Temple End, Great Wilbraham, Cambridge CB1 5JF, or 

email him at john@templestamp.freeserve.co.uk  
• Mike Brindle, General Secretary, ABPS, PO Box 199, Thetford IP24 3WX. 

 
(2766 words) 

mailto:machins@supanet.com
http://www.machins.org/
mailto:corosec@sbcglobal.net
mailto:brian@asquithbl.freeserve.co.uk
http://www.brit-thematic-assoc.com/
mailto:john@templestamp.freeserve.co.uk


STAMP SCENE APRIL 2006 
Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 

 
Washington 2006    As part of the lead-up to this major world show, we 
have been featuring over recent months some of the key rarities that will 
be on display for visitors and continue here with a Western Australia 
error. 
 
The Inverted Swans of Western Australia of 1855 

 
Ex. King Carol 

of Romania 
Sold in 1993 

 
Ex. Gartner 
Sold in 1994  

 
Sold in 1994 

 
Ex. Isleham 

Pope-"X" 
Williams "Limbo 1" 

 
Sold in 1999 

 
These four pence blue stamps from the colony of Western Australia are 
considered the world's first inverted errors. Technically, the frames are 
upside-down, not the swans, as proven on the piece above by the right-
most partial stamp.  
    The 4d stamps were produced by Horace Sampson in Perth using 
lithography in 1854. In 1855, another printing was needed. Two frames in 
the block of 60 were damaged in storage and needed to be replaced. One 
was put in slightly tilted, while the other was accidentally inverted. This 
master was replicated four times to create each sheet of 240 stamps. A 
total of 97 sheets were printed before the error was noticed and corrected, 
creating a total of 388 examples. Some, if not all, of the sheets were 
shipped and sold at post offices. Years passed before collectors noticed 
them.  
    It is reported that 15 used examples and the unique strip of three are 
known of this error. Other copies are in the British Library's Tapling 



Collection, museums in Dublin and Sydney, and elsewhere. To be 
exhibited by permission of David Feldman S.A. on behalf of the owner, 
Arthur K. M. Woo, MD.  
Washington 2006: A World Philatelic Exhibition, Saturday 27 May (Memorial Day weekend) through to Saturday 3 June, 
10:00am to 6:00pm daily except Saturday, 27 May at the  Washington, DC Convention Center, 801 Mount Vernon Place N.W., 
Washington DC, 20001 between 7th and 9th, and K and N St. Admission is free, registration required.  
 
Society Publications  ABPS News for February has appeared and is up to 
the usual high standard of production that readers have come to expect 
from recent issues. Slimmer than normal, but no less useful, the February 
issue has suffered from ‘a distinct lack of information sent in for 
publication from local societies’, according to the Editor, Richard West. 
He even goes so far as to ask whether the time has come for an electronic 
only version of ABPS News to be produced, which is something for the 
membership to debate. 
    There is a news round-up, an article about Graham Childs, Chairman 
of the Congress Committee, a conservation and preservation article from 
David Beech and much more besides of interest to societies and their 
members.  
    Enquiries: Mike Brindle, General Secretary, ABPS, PO Box 199, 
Thetford IP24 3WX. 
 
    The Letter Box Study Group’s latest Newsletter is to hand and this 
publication has not been mentioned in these pages since it underwent a 
revamp a few issues back. It used to comprise loose A4 sheets with 
almost no illustrations, but it is now A3 folded in half and stapled to form 
a 32 page magazine, with many illustrations in each issue, together with a 
four-page pull-out order form for various ‘goodies’. It remains in black 
and white, so it would be nice if finances could stretch to a colour middle 
four pages every so often, as letter boxes are such colourful objects that 
would benefit from the use of colour imagery.  
    The newsletter contains much information with emphasis on British 
boxes (although recently there has been an appreciable increase in details 
of overseas boxes, thus extending the scope and interest of the group to 
potential new members) and includes details about miniature collectable 
boxes, stamps and covers, postcards (each issue comes with a free 
historical postcard) and, of course, information about Royal Mail’s boxes 
past, present and future. 
    Enquiries: Membership Secretary, LBSG, Val Scott, 38 Leopold 
Avenue, Handsworth Wood, Birmingham B20 1ES, email 
membership@lbsg.org or visit the website at www.lbsg.org  
 
The GB Journal and The GBPS Newsletter for January/February 2006 
have both appeared with major articles covering ‘From POP to PIP’, ‘UK 
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Bankers’ Mail Services of the 20th Century’ and ‘Dividing Sheets at 
Somerset House’ in the main publication; while the newsletter contains 
many smaller features covering society displays, competitions, 
exhibitions and other items of great interest to the collector of all periods 
of British philately. Enquiries: GBPS Membership Secretary, Peter 
Tanner, Highstandings, 13 St Hubert's Close, Gerrards Cross, SL9 7EN, 
e-mail: peter@ltanner.freeserve.co.uk or visit www.gbps.org.uk/journal.htm  
 
The final copies of the BDSSC News Letter and NewsSheet appeared last 
December and comprised 28 A4 pages of information about modern 
British stamps.     It has now merged with ‘The Bookmark’ Journal as 
part of the new Modern British Philatelic Circle’s (MBPC) creation in 
January, when the BDSSC and GB DSB SC joined forces.  
    Enquiries: The Circle maintains low rates of membership subscription, 
currently: UK £8.00; Rest of the world airmail £12.00; Rest of the world 
surface mail £8.00. Details of recent issues and 'finds' are posted to the 
website www.mbp-circle.co.uk as soon as possible after issue. Catalogue 
details will be confirmed in the next issue of 'The Bookmark' Journal.  
     New members, whether beginners or experts, are always welcome and 
all receive the full benefits of membership. Interested individuals should 
write to the Honorary Membership Secretary, Mr Tony Wilkins, 3 
Buttermere Close, Brierley Hill DY5 3SD or e-mail: Tony Wilkins. 
Enquirers will receive an information pack, full details of membership 
and a sample copy of 'The Bookmark' Journal. The Circle year runs from 
July to June and those joining part way through the year receive all 
relevant publications for that year. 
 
 
Thematica 2006 will take place as its usual venue of the Carisbrooke 
Hall (63 Seymour Street, London W2 – a short walk from Marble Arch 
off Edgware Road) on Saturday, 24 June and Sunday, 25 June. 
    In addition to the dealers providing those needed items for the thematic 
collection, and the youth area, the Friends of Thematica will be staging 
the annual competitions. First there is the John Fosbery Thematic Trophy 
for those who have not won a thematic competition at national or 
international level. There are no rules – all that is needed is 16 sheets to 
be judged by the visitors. 
    The British Thematic Association Trophy is for 32 sheets, judged in 
the same way as national thematic exhibits, with medals awarded. For 
this there is a £15 entrance fee. Regional federations are encouraged to 
enter the Inter-Federation Thematic Competition, requiring 16 sheets 
hopefully from a newcomer to thematics. Finally there is the Barclays 
Cup competition for Young Collectors, where the key requirement is 
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originality, either of theme or method of presentation. The number of 
pages required, from 4 to 16, depending on age. 
    Enquiries: Full details and entry forms for these competitions are 
available from Brian Sole, 3 Stockfield Road, Claygate, Esher, Surrey 
KT10 0QG, but completed applications must be returned by Friday, 12 
May. The actual entries will be required by 2 June . 
 
 
Cavendish Auctions The Great Britain section of the January sale was, 
as ever, very popular and collections are proving to be always in demand. 
A small lot of unused Mulready caricatures made £529 on a £140 
estimate. With quality line-engraved in big demand it was no surprise to 
see the line engraved collection (Lot 708), estimated at £460, taken to 
£920 and the part reconstructions of 1855 1d reds (Lots 719 & 720) taken 
to £2,530 & £1,265 respectively. 
    In the Postal History section of GB, the Isle of Wight Ship Letter made 
£1150. Then there was the magnificent ‘Ebor’ collection of Parcel Posts. 
Collections like this come along very rarely and the support for this 
section was impressive with the sold lots averaging almost double the 
pre-sale estimates. Star lot was the 1790 Coach Label on wrapper at 
£2070, followed by Lot 1110 – Ireland to Transvaal (spectacular 
franking) at £1725 and Lots 1025 (first day Parcels Post label) & Lot 
1048 (Alderney parcel label), each making £1495. 
    To tie up a fine “sail”, the Lord of The Isles Steamer cachet on cover to 
Burma made £552! 
    Cavendish is to auction the Robert Johnson collection of GB 2d Blue 
plate numbers on cover in their Washington 2006 auction. Viewing will 
be in the UK and USA and will come under the hammer in Derby early in 
June 2006.  
    Enquiries: Cavendish Auctions, 153 London Rd, Derby, DE1 2SY, 
telephone 01332 250970 or visit www. Cavendish-auctions.com 
 
 
Society News The Leamington & Warwick Philatelic Society celebrated 
its Golden anniversary at Leamington Spa last December. Displays with 
the theme ‘50’ were made by three members and each member was given 
a history of the society and postcards depicting local postmarks. 
Forthcoming meetings are: 
5 April Allied Occupation of Austria 1945-1955 Paul Watkins 

19 April Chairman’s Evening Martin Robinson 

3  May 2006 50th Annual General Meeting All Members 



For more details contact the secretary Nick Bridgwater on 01926 423685, 
or visit their website at http://leamphil.users.btopenworld.com  Visitors 
are welcome from 7:15pm for 7:30pm to approximately 9:30pm every 
fortnight at Oddfellows Hall, Clarence Terrace, Warwick Road, 
Leamington Spa.  
 
 
St. Helena 150th Stamp Anniversary British Library philatelic rarities 
feature on new stamps from St. Helena. 150 years ago, on 1 January 
1856, the remote island of St. Helena issued its first postage stamp. “The 
St. Helena Herald” announced the 6d blue stamp, which was to pay the 
postage on letters to the United Kingdom. At that time mail was carried 
by Royal Mail Packet ships or other sailing ships that called at the island 
on an occasional basis. The stamps were printed in England by Messrs. 
Perkins, Bacon & Co., who at that time were leading stamp printers.  
    To commemorate this anniversary, a set of six stamps and a miniature 
sheet were issued on 16 January. The set was commissioned by the 
Crown Agents Stamp Bureau on behalf of the St. Helena Post Office, and 
show a selection of stamp treasures from the British Library’s Philatelic 
Collections. 
 

 
    
    David Beech, Head of Philatelic Collections said “The £2 miniature 
sheet featuring the first Post Office building, images of the Library at St. 
Pancras, together with the Perkins, Bacon printing press that would have 
been used to print the stamps, is a most pleasing design. The Crown 
Agents Stamp Bureau are to be congratulated in producing an attractive 
set of stamps for this important anniversary.” 
 

http://lemphil.users.btopenworld.com/


 
 
 
ATA at Washington The American Topical Association will be hosting 
at least 16 seminars and meetings at Washington 2006 and for any 
exhibitor of thematic displays, this will afford a unique opportunity to 
find ways to improve point levels with an inside look at thematic judging 
rules and to meet with like-minded collectors on themes such as 
lighthouses and religion on stamps. 
   Throughout the show, ATA Office Manager, Karen Cartier will relate 
multi-cultural stories depicted on postage stamps, to children and other 
interested attendees, from her newest work, Tales by Mail. 
    Enquiries: For additional information contact the American Topical 
Association, PO Box 57, Arlington, TX76004-0057, USA or email 
americantopical@msn.com 
 
 
Schedule of Stamp Shows 
2006  
4-6 May  International Briefmarkenmesse Essen, Essen, Germany. www.briefmarkenmesse-essen.de  
27 May – 3 June  Washington 2006, Convention Center, Washington DC, USA. Enquiries: Washington  

2006, PO Box 2006, Ashburn, VA20146-2006, USA. www.washington-2006.org  
17-25 June  Le Salon du Timbre 2006, Parc Floral, Paris, France. www.ffap.net/even7M.htm  
24-25 June  Thematica, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
20-24 September Autumn Stampex, Business Design Centre, London. www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
5-8 October  Fall Mega Event, Jacob Javits Convention Center, New York, USA. www.asdaonline.com 
7-14 October  España 06, Malaga, Spain. http://personal.telefonica.terra.es/web2/958251679/espa%F1a06/  
16-20 November  Belgica 06, Brussels Convention Centre, Brussels, Belgium.  info@belgica2006.be 
18-19 November  Thematica, Carisbrooke Hall, London, UK. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
24-25 November  ABPS National Philatelic Exhibition, Riviera Centre, Torquay, Devon, UK.  

Enquiries: Torquay 2006, 29 Bowhay Lane, Exeter EX4 1PE. www.torquay2006.org.uk  
? December  Indepex 06, New Delhi, India. Provisional show. 
 
2007 28 Feb-4 March and 19-23 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk ; 
Brasiliana 07, Brazil. 
2008 14-22 May Israel 08, Tel Aviv, Israel; 15-22 June Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
2010 8-15 May London 2010 - Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre, London, UK; South Africa. 

 
 
New catalogue  British Stamp Market Values 2006 (ISBN 0-86296-244-
7) has appeared recently from the IPC Media team behind the popular 
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monthly Stamp Magazine. This A5 230 page book has not appeared for 
many years and it is a welcome addition to the literature relating to 
British stamps.   
     It covers all periods from the Penny Black through to Christmas 2005, 
including stamps, booklets, officials, country stamps, postage dues and 
presentation packs, year books and year packs. Curiously it omits Machin 
definitives after around 1990, presumably an error of proof checking 
which, like the many typographical errors within, will no doubt be 
rectified with the next issue.  
    Generally, only one stamp from each commemorative set is illustrated 
and, although the other designs in the issue are described, there is nothing 
quite like seeing and comparing something. Perhaps this could be 
considered for next time, especially as there are so many different stamp 
designs to remember these days.  A ‘tick box’ alongside each price would 
also enable a collector to more readily identify their holdings (or gaps!).  
    This soft-back catalogue is illustrated in full colour throughout and in 
addition contains lots of useful information about where to see stamps in 
the UK, caring for your stamps, a philatelic glossary of terms, why 
stamps are worth money and other advice and tips. It is priced at a 
reasonable £10.99 and is available from stamp dealers and your local 
newsagent or book store.  
     
SG Product Guide Stanley Gibbons has recently produced a 2006 
edition of its product guide. Comprising 44 A5 colour pages, it is their 
biggest yet, as befits a company that is celebrating its 150th year of 
trading this year. If you require catalogues, albums, stock systems and 
accessories, or you wish to subscribe to GSM, invest in the hobby or 
require answers to FAQs, then this free publication is for you. 
Enquiries: Visit www.stanleygibbons.com/150 to see their official 
anniversary website, or for a personal copy of the product guide write to 
Stanley Gibbons, 7 Parkside, Christchurch Road, Ringwood BH24 3SH 
or telephone 01425 472 363. 
 
BPMA Events Guide The British Postal Museum and Archive has 
produced a six page A5 full-colour and well illustrated guide to all the 
events that they have scheduled for 2006. Most events are free of charge 
to attend and comprise exhibitions, tours and open days, lectures and 
talks, seminars and film screenings. Something for everyone interested in 
the history of our postal service.  
    Opening this month (from the 18th) is an exhibition entitled Elizabeth: 
Queen and Icon and records how Her Majesty’s image has appeared more 
than anyone else in history. This exhibition celebrates her life through 

http://www.stanleygibbons.com/150


stamps, up to and including the 2006 issue commemorating her 80th 
birthday. 
    Copies of the events guide are available by writing to BPMA, Freeling 
House, Phoenix Place, London WC1X 0DL, by telephoning 020 7239 
2570 or emailing info@postalheritage.org.uk   
 
(2530 words) 



STAMP SCENE MAY 2006 
Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 

 
Washington 2006    This world stamp exhibition opens its doors towards 
the end of this month (27 May to 3 June) and we therefore conclude our 
series of rarities that will be on display to visitors with one of the most 
well known and popular errors ever to have accidentally been released by 
a postal administration. 

The 1918 Inverted Jenny: Most Famous of United States Stamp Gems  

 
 

What collector hasn’t dreamed of the thrill of leaving a post office 
counter knowing that he has discovered on the stamps he has just bought 
an error that had passed undetected through the security processes of the 
Postal Service? Such was the good fortune that befell Washingtonian 
William T. Robey on 14 May 1918 when he walked away with a full 
sheet of the most famous U.S. postal error, the 24c airmail invert, 
popularly known as ‘the Inverted Jenny’.  
    Three stamps featuring a Curtis Jenny biplane were issued that year, of 
which the 24c was the first and highest value, having been issued for use 
on mail flown on the first scheduled airmail service in the U.S. Being a 
collector, Robey carefully examined the stamps he was shown by the 
postal clerk and noted that they were slightly off-centre. The clerk 
suggested he return later in the day, when a new supply would be 
available.  
    It was on his second visit that he was astonished to find a full sheet of 
100 stamps with inverted vignettes of the Jenny. He bought the sheet and 
then searched at other post offices for another, but found no more.  
    News of Robey’s good fortune spread rapidly and the Post Office 
Department halted sales of the 24c airmail to conduct its own search, but 
it, too, found no more. Robey sensibly refused to be persuaded by a postal 
inspector to resell his sheet to the government and kept his find.  
    He sold the sheet intact for $15,000 to Eugene Klein of Philadelphia, 
who numbered each stamp by position before selling it to Colonel 
Edward H.R. Green for $20,000. Green saw no reason to keep the sheet 



intact and broke it up, keeping for himself a block of eight containing the 
plate number, three special blocks of four and 18 singles, 13 of which 
were straight-edge copies; a total of 48 stamps. The block of eight was 
later sold and divided and one of the blocks of four subsequently broken 
up by Raymond H. Weill, the New Orleans dealer.  
    The saga of these stamps continues. In 1955, one of the blocks-of-four 
was stolen at the American Philatelic Society (APS) convention. Before 
her death, the lady to whom it belonged willed her interest in the stolen 
stamps to the American Philatelic Research Library, should they ever be 
found. In 1977 one stamp from the block (remember, Mr. Klein had 
numbered each stamp) was found. It sold in 1981 for $115,000 and the 
proceeds went to the library. A second stamp has since been recovered 
and the search for the remaining two continues. 
    In 1979, early in the brief investment mania in stamps, a businessman 
paid $500,000 for the famous ‘Princeton’ block of four. By the time it 
was auctioned again, in December 1982, the boom in stamp investing had 
gone bust and his block realized only $175,000.  
    Three positional blocks of four of the inverted Jennies were auctioned 
by Christie’s New York on 12 October 1989. The plate block sold for 
$1,100,000; the centre line block for $550,000; and the guideline block 
for $528,000. All prices include the buyer’s premium.  
    Thus does the odyssey of these 100 stamps with their quaint little 
aircraft flying upside down continue to excite the public’s interest and 
spur the collector’s hope of one day being the fortunate finder of a postal 
error.  

Washington 2006: A World Philatelic Exhibition, Saturday 27 May (Memorial Day weekend) through to Saturday 3 June, 10:00 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. daily except Saturday, 27 May at the  Washington, DC Convention Center, 801 Mount Vernon Place N.W., 
Washington DC, 20001 between 7th and 9th, and K and N St. Admission is free, registration required.   

 
Washington 2006 British Exhibitors There will be 51 philatelic 
displays or items of literature from United Kingdom entrants at this show 
and brief abbreviated details of exhibitor and subject follow.  
Dr J Alexander Supermarket philately, A Anyon Columbia revenues, M 
Birks Nicaraguan airmails, S Blatt Indian fiscals and stamp papers 
catalogue, B Cartwright Madame Joseph forgeries and accompanying 
book, KG Clark Russo-Japanese war and three publications Russo-
Japanese war, Kiku Shimbun and PH of Japan’s wars, *Corny South 
Africa civil censorship,  J Dahl Revenues of Portugal, H Feldman Postal 
History journal, K Fitton (deceased) Seychelles airmails, S Foster Roses, 
J Griffith-Jones Zanzibar postage dues, A Griffiths Prince Edward 
Island, J Grimwood-Taylor PO rates, J Hackmey France Ceres, D 
Hunter Sugar, B King Denmark, J Levett France Ceres, C Lewis 



Newfoundland, P Lister UK aerial post, D Littlewort Nyassa keyplate 
flaws, L Marley Whales, *Mayflower Mulready stationery, B Moorhouse 
Chaco War, I Paton Texas to McKinley, R Payne Perkins Bacon 
revenues, P Pearson Norfolk PH, D Pillage From sea to shining sea, C 
Podger Cyprus revenues, E Proud Aden and states, plus three books on 
PH of Aden and Somaliland, Leeward Islands and Ascension, St Helena 
and Tristan, A Rigby St Kitts-Nevis, *Roger Caversham GB stamp 
genesis, P Rogers Cinderella Philatelist journal, *Royal Expert 
Committee Grinnell Hawaiian Missionary book, G Sattin Soldiers of 
Crown in Asia, B Sole Bicycles, D Stirrups Spanish PO and Gibraltar, D 
Tett POW and civilians in E Asia book,  M Tyler France and Colonies 
journal, F Walton Sierra Leone DLR stamps, N Watterson books on 
Sarawak and Brunei and  Br N Borneo, Brunei and Sarawak, R Wheatley 
Netherlands E Indies stationery and finally Dr A Woo The Early Bird.        
(* uses Pseudonym) 
    Royal Mail, the Bulletin Editor and its writers wish all of the British 
exhibitors the very best of luck in their chosen competitive classes. 
 
 
 
Schedule of Stamp Shows 
2006  
4-6 May  International Briefmarkenmesse Essen, Essen, Germany. www.briefmarkenmesse-essen.de  
27 May – 3 June  Washington 2006, Convention Center, Washington DC, USA. Enquiries: Washington  

2006, PO Box 2006, Ashburn, VA20146-2006, USA. www.washington-2006.org  
17-25 June  Le Salon du Timbre 2006, Parc Floral, Paris, France. www.salondutimbre.fr  
24-25 June  Thematica, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
20-24 September Autumn Stampex, Business Design Centre, London. www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
5-8 October  Fall Mega Event, Jacob Javits Convention Center, New York, USA. www.asdaonline.com 
7-13 October  España 06, Malaga, Spain. http://personal.telefonica.terra.es/web2/958251679/espa%F1a06/  
16-20 November  Belgica 06, Brussels Convention Centre, Brussels, Belgium.  info@belgica2006.be 
18-19 November  Thematica, Carisbrooke Hall, London, UK. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
24-25 November  ABPS National Philatelic Exhibition, Riviera Centre, Torquay, Devon, UK.  

Enquiries: Torquay 2006, 29 Bowhay Lane, Exeter EX4 1PE. www.torquay2006.org.uk  
? December  Indepex 06, New Delhi, India. Provisional show. 
2007 28 Feb-4 March and 19-23 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
2008 14-22 May  Israel 08, Tel Aviv, Israel; 15-22 June Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
2010 8-15 May  London 2010: A Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre, London UK. 

 
 
 
‘Boots’ Update Thanks to reader John D Jeffery it is possible to provide 
more details about the North East Philatelic Weekend Boots labels 
mentioned in my article in last November’s Bulletin. 
    In 1999 a colourful booklet cover depicting a montage of all that is 
great about the North East was printed by Questa and contained a Boots 
branded label and a gutter block of four of the Gateshead ‘blinking eye’ 
Millennium Bridge stamp, both privately overprinted.  
    In 2001 Questa again printed a booklet cover for the organisers of the 
weekend which this time depicted the Rocket train in its most original 
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form and livery and contained two differently overprinted and unbranded 
labels. The catalogue listing update in the November issue should be 
amended to read: 
 
Publicity Overprints 
1999     23rd North East Philatelic Weekend (swallow bird, Rocket train  

and ‘NEPW Promotes Philately’ overprint)          B 
2001     25th North East Philatelic Weekend (‘Swallow Hotel –  
            Gateshead’ wording, swallow birds and dates) overprint    U 
 25th North East Philatelic Weekend (‘Campaign for  
            Rocket to Return to Tyneside’ wording, Rocket train 
            and ‘NE Philatelic Weekend’ overprint     U 

 
(B=Boots branded, U=Unbranded) 

 
 
 
Society Publications    A new American Topical Association 110 page 
checklist of Worldwide Space Stamps has appeared compiled by Karen 
Cartier. The listing is in country order followed by date of issue, Scott 
catalogue number and a short description. It is available to members only 
at 50c for the first page or $1.00 for International and 15c per additional 
pages for this and all 483 checklists that are currently available.   
    Enquiries:  Membership in the ATA is $20 per year for US addresses 
or $39 for two years.  International membership is $30 per year or $55 for 
two years.  Payments can be made by Visa, MasterCard or PayPal to 
americantopical@msn.com, or write ATA, PO Box 57, Arlington, TX 
76004-0057 USA. 
 
    A new completely revised Catalogue of Joint Stamp Issues 2006 
(ISBN 2-9526079-0-7) was released recently to replace the 1997 
production. In 736 pages, it describes in the English language around 
1300 joint issues from around the world and illustrates in black and white 
3400 stamps. Updates will be available to members of the IPSJSIC with 
the regular newsletter. The book costs euro 49, or US$60, both plus 
postage. 
    Enquiries: Details about the International Philatelic Society of Joint 
Stamp Issues Collectors can be found at http://rzimmerm.club.fr or write 
to Richard Zimmermann, 124 Avenue Guy de Coubertin, 78470 Saint 
Rémy lès Chevreuse, France. 
 
 
 

http://rzimmerm.club.fr/


Rossiter Lecture   The Stuart Rossiter Trust is a Charitable Trust 
supporting research and publication relating to the history of 
communication through postal systems of the world.  
    The Trustees have announced that the 2006 lecture will be delivered at 
5pm on Friday 27 October 2006 at the Royal Philatelic Society London. 
Entitled  The Other Side of the Counter, it will be delivered by Robert 
Johnson FRPSL. Robert will discuss the development of Post Offices 
services in the period from 1860 to 1970 in countries all over the world 
(other than letter, postcard and printed paper post) and how post offices 
organised systems and paperwork to deal with these services.   
    Enquiries: Entry is free but by ticket only. Refreshments will be 
provided. Tickets are limited and if you would like to attend, please apply 
to: Stuart Rossiter Trust, c/o D F Tett, PO Box 34 Wheathampstead AL4 
8JY, enclosing a stamped and self addressed envelope. The Trust is 
actively seeking new works for publication, so please visit 
www.rossitertrust.com for further information if interested. 
 
 
 
Spring Stampex   Towards the end of February, London hosted Stampex 
at its usual home of the Business Design Centre in Islington.  It was the 
usual successful mix of dealers, displays and meetings, but perhaps above 
all else the chance to renew friendships. Royal Mail issued its Brunel 
stamps on the second day of the show to large acclaim and long queues 
and the organisers produced another popular Business Customised Sheet 
on the subject or Brunel and thematic stamp collecting. 
    There were three highlights for me this year. Firstly, there was a press 
launch for London 2010 - Festival of Stamps, of which more later.   
    Secondly, the British Thematic Association took-over the Village 
Green and mounted a large display of material from many members on a 
totally diverse range of subjects and it has to be said that there was an 
above-normal interest in viewing this excellent material.  
    Christine Earle FRPSL, the BTA Chairman, said to me that the hope 
had been to provide visitors with inspiration for their own collections, as 
most displays were just that – displays. Some members even went so far 
as to state on their front pages that the material was being shown in a 
non-competitive way and the exhibition within an exhibition proved that 
they had met their objectives of bringing thematic philatelic collecting to 
the masses. An excellent booklet was given to each visitor recording for 
posterity details of each display and it also provided helpful collecting 
advice. 
    The third highlight might embarrass our editor, John Holman, but his 
display to the Great Britain Philatelic Society was an excellent way of 

http://www.rossitertrust.com/


spending three hours on a cold February afternoon. There is a possible 
belief among some collectors that the GBPS is a group that is only 
interested in Victorian material. Well, the response that John received 
from members proved that they are just as interested in modern postal 
history, certainly judging by the number of questions and offers of 
information that John had to answer or received.  
    The display comprised almost 200 pages of Royal Household mail, 
Parliamentary mail, postal service labels and British Private Posts (such 
as Lundy and other islands, Railway Letter Stamps and Bus and Parcel 
stamps). John possesses an encyclopaedic knowledge of this material and 
it was a chance to view many items that would remain unknown and 
unrecorded were it not for collectors like John, such is the pace of change 
within the postal service these days.  
 
 
London 2010 - Festival of Stamps Further to Late News on page 191 in 
the February Bulletin, a press reception at Stampex formally launched the 
next British international stamp exhibition. This was a chance to learn 
progress to date and to dispel rumours such as Royal Mail’s non 
participation. 
    Brian Trotter, Chairman of the BDC show, welcomed guests, outlined 
plans and introduced three speakers. Dr Alan Huggins, Chairman of the 
Advisory Board, set the scene for the various planned activities. He firstly 
recounted the history, circumstances and funding methods of previous 
UK internationals and explained how world postal administrations were 
under intense financial constraints, preventing large shows from being 
held. There was a need to balance “aspiration against financial and 
organisational reality”.   
    Following consultation, six conclusions were evident. (1) the world of 
philately expected a UK 2010 show, (2) financial resources predicated 
against a major FIP world show, (3) London was the preferred location 
for organisational support, accessibility and visitor appeal, (4) Business 
Design Centre to be venue due to affordability, access and operational 
familiarity, (5) institutional participants would seek to optimise their 
investment, and (6) the question of matching BDC capacity with 
prospective show content had to be resolved. 
    Tony Conder, CEO of the British Postal Museum and Archive, then 
spoke about the Festival of Stamps. BPMA is working closely with the 
Royal Collection and the British Library to develop a long-running series 
of events in 2010, before, during and after the main exhibition. London 
museums and attractions are being approached to develop their own 
exhibitions and the Big Lottery fund for financial support to link in with 
local communities and education. Interest has been shown by museums 



and galleries, which will help introduce the hobby to a wider market and 
will tie-in with the programme of cultural events which leads up to the 
Olympic Games. 
    Brian Trotter explained how all of the BDC would be used, outlined 
the extensive building facilities and how everywhere was accessible by 
lift. Visit www.businessdesigncentre.co.uk   
    The competitive exhibits area would be handled in a novel manner to 
effectively double available floor space. This will be achieved by having 
half the classes displayed on days one to four, with the remaining classes 
appearing in the same frames during the final four days. What a great 
idea!  May 2010 will be 100 years since the accession of King George V 
to the throne and a one-frame competitive class will be incorporated into 
the show. 
    A website will be established shortly covering all aspects as they 
evolve and preliminary designs for the exhibition logo were displayed. 
Support from dealers, ABPS, Royal Mail and exhibitors will generate 
funds, but sponsorship will be sought to meet any shortfalls from these 
sources.  Brian concluded by stating that a crucial element of this 
undertaking was people. There was a strong team in place, but more 
volunteers will be sought over time. 
    Julietta Edgar announced Royal Mail plans and recalled how it has 
been involved with British internationals for half a century and that 2010 
would be no different. They will be taking stand space and will develop a 
range of products to promote the show and support Royal Mail’s 
attendance. The show theme of King George V, the philatelist King, will 
no doubt be incorporated into products, perhaps annually from 2008, but 
it was too early to announce specific plans.  
    Julietta announced that Royal Mail had already provided financial 
support to secure the BDC venue and was looking into what further 
support it could give.  She reminded everyone present that stamps 
reflected the cultural heritage of the UK and that the festival would build 
on this by introducing stamps to a wider audience and that Royal Mail’s 
main priority was to ensure that the show catered for all, from the 
absolute beginner, right up to serious philatelists.  
    A questions and answers session followed and covered matters such as 
entrance fees (free from day two?), transportation around events (buses 
laid on?), FIP status (‘Recognition’?). The press contingent was then 
given a tour of the BDC to witness the extra space not utilised for 
Stampex.  
    The Bulletin will provide regular updates, but in the meantime keep the 
dates 8-15 May 2010 free, start preparing your competitive exhibits, think 
about helping as a volunteer and above all be sure that you are part of 
2010 and what promises to be a great year for our hobby.  

http://www.businessdesigncentre.co.uk/


 
 
French Stamp Show   Mention was made a few issues back about a 
show to be held in Paris this summer. More details are now available on a 
new French language only website. This is a stylish site in the form of a 
mock spiral-bound notebook that is easy to navigate, even if French is not 
one of the languages that you understand and reveals that the event 
promises lots to see and do. 
    These Salon du Timbre exhibitions are sponsored by La Poste, the 
French Post Office, who ensures attendance by the non-collector by also 
including non-philatelic displays (last time there were Renault Formula 
One cars, for example). However, there is still much to make a visit to the 
show a must for existing collectors and what could be more pleasant than 
beautiful sunny Paris in June!  
    Enquiries: www.salondutimbre.fr or write to the organisers at 
Commissariat Général, Service National des Timbres-poste et de la 
Philatélie, 28 rue de la Redoute, 92 266 Fontenay-aux-Roses CEDEX 
France. 
 
 
 
ABPS Dealer Patrons The ABPS is inviting the philatelic trade to join 
them in supporting youth philately by becoming dealer patrons in 2006. 
All money received will go directly to support the work of The Stamp 
Active Network / National Youth Stamp Group.  Their work includes 
youth corners at major national and regional events, organisation of the 
national stamp competitions and the Planet Stamp website 
(www.planetstamp.co.uk) and much more.  
    Potential Patrons are invited to make a donation of £100 or more to 
help secure the future of our hobby. It is hoped that stamp dealers and 
suppliers reading this edition of the Bulletin will support these important 
youth philately initiatives by sending their cheque (made payable to the 
ABPS) to ABPS, 3 Longfellow Road, Banbury OX16 9LB. 
 
 
 
Jersey Innovation  The philatelic design and marketing team at Jersey 
Post has come up with a new innovation on stamps depicting Sea Shells 
by creating a world first in stamp printing techniques.  
    The £2 miniature sheet bears an oval-shaped stamp depicting an Ormer 
shell pictured against a decorative underwater sea-floor background view. 
The complete MS contains several different and very special printing 
techniques which have resulted in Jersey Post becoming the first postal 
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administration in the world to produce a postage stamp design which has 
been embellished with embossed, translucid, iridescent, hot-stamped 
holographic foil.  
    Enquiries: Jersey Post, P O Box 55, Jersey, Channel Islands JE4 8XJ, 
email stamps@jerseypost.com or visit www.jerseypost.com  
 
 
(3315 words) 
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Society Publications  Thematic (or topical) collectors want to know the 
‘who, what, when, where, why’ - and especially the ‘how’, of collecting 
and exhibiting thematic stamps. With the newest handbook published by 
the American Topical Association (ATA), the vast majority of answers 
have been compiled into a single seventy-two page handbook that 
answers the bulk of questions which collectors have voiced. 
    Don Beuthel, a past president of ATA, wrote a column in the society 
journal Topical Time, starting in January 1996 and continuing on through 
December 2001: a total of six years of solid topical collecting information 
on a wide range of subjects. 
    Karen Cartier of the ATA office has compiled the columns into 
an easy to read publication that contains thirty-two illustrations in black 
and white and concludes with the new 2005 ATA Judges Evaluation 
Sheet for the Novice Exhibits Category for thematics, written by Alan 
Hanks. This is a new category established to help new exhibitors learn the 
ropes of exhibiting thematic collections 
    Enquiries:  The handbook is available from the ATA for $7 plus $2 
postage and handling to non-members of the association. ATA members 
and those enclosing $20 dues (US) or $39 dues (International) receive a 
$2 discount from this price. Requests for this book, and a listing of other 
available handbooks currently on sale, should be sent to ATA, PO Box 
57, Arlington, TX 76004-0057 USA. Payments can be made by Visa, 
MasterCard or PayPal to americantopical@msn.com   
 
 
 
Unseen UK This new non-philatelic book contains 240 fascinating 
photographs taken by British postmen and women as they went about 
their daily lives. All revenue from the sales of Unseen UK will go 
towards Help the Hospices. This is the national charity for the hospice 
movement and supports the UK's 220+ local hospices, which give time 
and care to children and adults facing terminal illness.  

 

mailto:americantopical@msn.com


    The book would make a great gift and it's guaranteed to be a talking 
point! Inside the pages you'll find images which capture the minutiae of 
daily life, from the everyday to the bizarre. There are shots of just about 
everything, from buildings, countryside and wildlife to people and - as 
you would expect - dogs! Royal Mail is probably the only organisation, 
which could mobilise its workforce to photograph the UK in this way.  
    The images were chosen from 20,000 photographs taken by 1,300 
employees in a competition organised by Royal Mail.  
Writer and broadcaster Jon Ronson, who wrote Unseen UK's witty 
introduction, says: "It's a book full of funny, sad, warm and surprising 
moments: moments that would usually be dismissed as too insignificant 
to be worth immortalising."  
    Celebrated photographer Stephen Gill, who had the difficult task of 
whittling down the selection of 20,000 photographs, adds: "The images 
have been created for different reasons. Sometimes they feel like a bit of 
a complaint, or a sigh of joy at the simple beauty of something."  
    Enquiries: The book is on sale in the shop at www.royalmail.com for 
£20. There is no indication that it is available by any other means. 
 
 
 
Reply Coupons  The International Reply Coupon is 100 years old this 
year and is all set for a make-over at the end of December, with the 
current design becoming obsolete from that date. The Universal Postal 
Union undertook a design competition and the results will be announced 
by them in due course at www.upu.int. Validity information about IRCs 
can be found under Article 22 of the UPU Convention.  
    So what is an IRC?  When a person writes to a stranger and requests a 
reply, it is considered polite to enclose a self-addressed stamped 
envelope. This works well when both persons live in the same country; 
however, if they are from different countries, the enclosed postage stamp 
will not be valid. 
    This technical problem was solved in 1906 when the Universal Postal 
Union, during its Congress in Rome, introduced the International Reply 
Coupon service. As the service began before the days of airmail, the 
earliest coupons could only be redeemed for a single-rate ordinary 
postage stamp to a foreign country. In terms of today's UPU Convention, 
IRCs are exchangeable in all member countries for the minimum postage 
of a priority item or an unregistered airmail letter sent to a foreign 
country. 
    The UPUs International Bureau processes several million coupons each 
year and deals with all accounting aspects. The International Bureau does 
not sell IRCs directly to customers; they must buy them from their local 
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post office. Although Posts are not obliged to sell IRCs, it is mandatory 
for Posts of the UPU member countries to exchange the coupons. If a 
Post does not sell IRCs, it is possible to purchase them in a post office 
located in a neighbouring country.  
    IRCs are believed to be the last remaining coupon, for at one time there 
were also Imperial Reply Coupons and Commonwealth Reply Coupons 
from Great Britain; while France, Japan, Spain and several other 
countries or country groupings produced similar items for local use, 
although I am unsure whether these were issued under the authority of the 
UPU.  
    A nine-volume worldwide catalogue is in the process of production by 
André Hurtré of France and anyone remotely interested in these 
interesting items must visit his site at 
http://mapage.noos.fr/AndreH1/index.html#haut where they will find 
masses of text, illustrations, bibliographies and links. Much of it is in the 
English language. Unfortunately for non-web users there is no postal 
address quoted for contact.  
 
 
Sorted! A new quarterly A5-sized Post Office® magazine entitled Sorted! 
appeared in March and is free to anyone visiting their local post office. 
Within the 68 pages of the spring issue can be found lots of details about 
services and products provided to customers and some of the information 
is of interest to collectors.  
    A feature on ‘The Post Office branches that you never knew existed’ 
revealed that a traditional shop is not the only location to get your stamps 
and pension. Anyone collecting law enforcement as a theme should visit 
Feering in Essex where you will need to go to the local police station to 
be served; while a trip to church in Sheepy Magna, Leicestershire will see 
a different kind of service two mornings a week at the back of the vestry. 
Further examples quoted include a B&B in Holmbridge, an ice cream 
maker within a farm shop in Essex and from the back of a van - no, 
nothing dodgy, simply one of seven mobile post office branches that 
serve 77 communities around Britain. 
    A two-page article entitled ‘Business as Usual’ recalls how at the 
height of the Blitz, 23 London Post Office branches were bombed in one 
night, but the work went on. There are five images accompanying the 
article including a temporary Post Office sited within a tent-like structure 
(Moorgate?), a buried pillar box being emptied and a notice about what to 
do if you are bombed out to ensure that your mail still reached you. 
    This magazine is clearly intended to be ephemeral, but some of its 
content has a lasting value to those interested in the history of postal 
services. 

http://mapage.noos.fr/AndreH1/index.html#haut


 
 
 
Rowland Hill Awards   The Late News section of the April Bulletin 
revealed the finalists and winners of the 2005 Rowland Hill Awards 
competition. I was fortunate to be a contender in the Journalistic 
Excellence section and so was one of the guests at Claridge’s in Mayfair, 
London. The event started with a champagne reception and was followed 
by a superb meal and wine, as one would expect from such a world-
renowned venue. The presentation ceremony was next, which saw the 
winners and runners-up each receive their recognition. 
    Julietta Edgar, Head of Royal Mail’s Philatelic Sector, unfortunately 
then announced that the awards were to be ‘suspended’ in order that all 
available resources – people and money – could be focused on the 
London 2010 Festival of Stamps international exhibition. Guests were 
then shown on large screens the stamps for the 80th birthday of Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, the Victoria Cross MS and the secular 
Christmas issues.     
    Pricing in Proportion (PIP) is due to take effect in August and proofs of 
the new first and second class definitives for standard-sized and large-
sized letters were shown. This interesting development serves a genuine 
postal operations requirement and it is understood that An Post (the Irish 
Post Office) has already introduced PIP, but without producing uniquely 
worded stamps, favouring instead to release ‘normal’ stamps simply with 
different face values. The British approach makes the transition from one 
postal rate to another far simpler and more efficient for both the postal 
counter staff and their customers, as it avoids the need to get hold of 
‘make-up’ value stamps. 
    Special thanks deserve to be extended to Rachel Lonsdale (of Royal 
Mail) and Susan Ellis (of the British Philatelic Trust) for all the hard 
work that they both put in over many years behind the scenes to make 
these events such a success.  
    It is also appropriate to recognise the substantial financial commitment 
of the three award sponsors down the years: Royal Mail Group plc, the 
British Philatelic Trust and the Philatelic Traders Society. Together, they 
made a decade of Rowland Hill Awards events delightful occasions for 
all of the nominees and their guests. 
 
 
 
British Stamp Printers While writing copy for the 2006 Bulletin special 
publication number 12, British Stamp Printers, I discovered another 
company that could, at a pinch, have warranted inclusion. However, this 



company never printed its dummy stamps in the UK, favouring instead to 
get them produced in Germany where the press that they were attempting 
to procure for a foreign country was manufactured. I chose to exclude it 
from the booklet because it never comfortably fitted into any of the 
chapters, but I record details here for anyone interested in these 
interesting Cinderella items. 
 
HUNTER PENROSE LTD. This London-based company, which is still trading as suppliers of 
consumables and equipment for the printing industry, was founded in 1893. It acted as the 
South African government’s agents and in 1929 a brown HUNTER PENROSE branded 
dummy stamp depicting an unknown man, valued 1M and overprinted S.W.A. in black sans-
serif text was printed in Germany (part of what became known as the Darmstadt trials). These 
trials resulted in the South African government’s purchase of a Goebel A.G. rotogravure 
printing press. 
 

  
 
Dummy cigarette duty labels branded Hunter Penrose and printed in a variety of single 
colours were also produced at this time. The dummy items used a variety of German and 
English inks and several paper types are known. 

 
    Bulletin reader Peter Mansfield is a devotee of revenue stamps. He 
comments on my caption ‘Britain’s only £10 stamp’ that accompanies the 
illustration of the Questa high value definitive stamp. He firmly believes 
that the term ‘stamp’ should be used to refer to adhesive stamps produced 
not only for postage but also for revenue purposes. The booklet is clearly 
about postage stamp printers, albeit that it was appropriate to mention 
that De La Rue’s entry into the ‘stamp’ market was in 1853 (revenue) and 
1855 (postal).  



    Peter’s interesting letter concludes by stating that £10 was worth a very 
great deal more in 1860 (when a Customs £10 revenue stamp was issued) 

 
than in 1993 and I confirm that it was the equivalent of around £462.29 
face value in 1993 money when using the Retail Price Index as the basis 
for the calculation . 
 
 
 
Schedule of Stamp Shows 
2006  
17-25 June  Le Salon du Timbre 2006, Parc Floral, Paris, France. www.salondutimbre.fr 
24-25 June  Thematica, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
1-3 September 58th International Stamp Fair, Riccione, Italy. www.commune.riccione.rn.it/expo  
20-24 September Autumn Stampex, Business Design Centre, London. www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
5-8 October  Fall Mega Event, Jacob Javits Convention Center, New York, USA. www.asdaonline.com 
7-13 October  España 06, Malaga, Spain. http://personal.telefonica.terra.es/web2/958251679/espa%F1a06/  
16-20 November  Belgica 06, Brussels Convention Centre, Brussels, Belgium.  info@belgica2006.be 
18-19 November  Thematica, Carisbrooke Hall, London, UK. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
24-25 November  ABPS National Philatelic Exhibition, Riviera Centre, Torquay, Devon, UK.  

Enquiries: Torquay 2006, 29 Bowhay Lane, Exeter EX4 1PE. www.torquay2006.org.uk  
? December  Indepex 06, New Delhi, India. Provisional show. 
2007 28 Feb-4 March and 19-23 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
2008 14-22 May  Israel 08, Tel Aviv, Israel; 15-22 June Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
2010 8-15 May  London 2010 A Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK. 
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British Library The Philatelic Collections has recently published its first 
four page A4 newsletter (ISSN 1364-887X) since autumn 2001. The 
spring 2006 issue is number nine and is now looking resplendent in full 
colour when compared with the now drab-looking earlier issues that were 
in just black and one other colour. It sports the new British Library logo 
that cleverly bears the words BRITISH and LIBRARY reading up and 
down respectively, as on the spine of books, in white against a red 
ground.  
    The content includes features on the most attractive St Helena set 
reviewed in a recent Bulletin, a full-page feature about the Fletcher 
Collection of Great Britain, details of no less than eight new collection 
acquisitions and loans, and an article by Robin Davis on his experiences 
of using the BL facilities while researching within the Crown Agents 
Philatelic and Security Printing Archive for what Robin hopes will be a 
forthcoming book on the British period (1878-1960) of Cyprus.  
    The Newsletter also has contact and opening details and a report on its 
Head of Philatelic Collections, David Beech FRPSL, and his visit to 
Pacific Explorer 2005 in Sydney, Australia. The British Library had been 
invited to display 164 pages of material from its famous Tapling 
Collection and David is seen in an accompanying photograph explaining 
the collection to Professor Marie Bashir AC, Governor of New South 
Wales. 
    Enquiries: The British Library Philatelic Collections, 96 Euston Road, 
London NW1 2DB, telephone 020 7412 7635/6, email philatelic@bl.uk 
or visit www.bl.uk/collections/philatelic and 
www.collectbritain.co.uk/collections/philatelic  
 
 
 
London 2010 - Festival of Stamps The February and May Bulletin’s 
gave readers information from the show organisers about progress made 
to date.  
    Stamp collectors are passionate about their chosen hobby and want the 
best decennial event possible, and rightly so. The March/April issue of 
the Great Britain Philatelic Society’s Newsletter devotes substantial space 
(over six pages of A4) to reader’s opinions and suggestions about the 
show. It covered matters such as where the event should have been 
located (Birmingham), facilities at BDC (disabled access, toilet and 
eating facilities), financial aspects (too little) and Royal Mail’s 
contribution and participation.  Brian Trotter was given space to respond 
and covered each of the points raised within the letters.  
    The Newsletter Editorial included the phrase “...with Royal Mail 
apparently offering little or no support to the event…”. Julietta Edgar had 
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announced at the press launch (attended by GBPS) that Royal Mail had 
already paid to secure the venue and was working to see how it could 
further support the show.  
    One wheelchair user has difficulty getting around the BDC and stated 
“it beggars belief that the organisers can flaunt the (DDA) law like this”. 
Clearly they cannot, as the building would be shut-down. Meeting the law 
is often not enough and the show organisers might see if they can find a 
way to exceed the minimum requirements for all disabled visitors. 
    Some writers recognised the realities of life, such as London needing to 
be the chosen city rather than Birmingham, while others were perhaps 
less aware of what is involved in putting on a show of this scale. All-in-
all, the comments were put across in an articulate manner and were 
clearly written from the heart, so every observation made was compelling 
to the person making it. 
    Chris Harman, past-President of the GBPS and current President of the 
Royal Philatelic Society was invited to comment on the members’ letters. 
He noted that funds were tight, placing the onus of blame on the Post 
Office for “…their lack of support for one of the biggest markets for their 
products, the stamp collector. Their record to date in abandonment of the 
hobby is impressive”. Chris goes on to write that “The sadness is that 
there are too many influential philatelic writers who seem to relish 
writing in a negative fashion about current plans…” He concludes in an 
upbeat manner by stating that “…we should approach this with a positive 
frame of mind and make it work.” 
    The management teams are in place and the plans for the show are 
evolving by the day, with regular updates to the collecting world from the 
organisers.    The time for initial discussions is now over, so let’s rally 
round and channel all our energies into helping to create a great London 
2010 - Festival of Stamps.  
    I will let Brian Trotter have the final say: “Clearly we shall not be able 
to make everyone happy with what we are doing and how we are doing it. 
That would probably be true to some extent even if we had unlimited 
funds and unlimited people resources to call on.” 
 
 
 
New 2006 RDP Signatories  There are four new signatories to the Roll 
of Distinguished Philatelists, who will each sign at the Philatelic 
Congress of Great Britain (PCGB) due to be held next month (6-9 July) 
in Renfrew, Scotland.  
    The details below give a tiny flavour of their many achievements. 

• Paolo Bianchi FRPSL, Italy. Has formed and exhibited four gold medal collections, is a 
leading postal historian, researcher and philatelic author.  



• Michéle Chauvet, France. A tireless worker for French philately, she has been an editor, 
prolific writer, general show commissioner and exhibitor. 

• Bertil Larsson FRPSL, Sweden. Formed postal conventions and agreements archive from/to 
Sweden, major collections and has written extensively. 

• Dr Roger Schnell, USA. Has built-up exceptional collections, edited and written on diverse 
subjects and is also heavily involved in organised philately. 

   The Roll was established in 1921 by the PCGB and His Majesty King 
George V, the ‘Philatelist King’, was the first to sign. Over 325 collectors 
(70 of whom are still alive) from 45 countries have subsequently earned 
the right to bear the letters RDP after their name. 
 
(3100 words) 
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ABPS Awards  Two prestigious annual awards that recognise philatelists 
at the so-called ‘grass-roots’ of the hobby have recently been announced 
and the ABPS offered “its congratulations to all these hard working 
people and wishes them well in their future endeavours for the hobby”.   
    Congress Medal   Kenneth E Norris was recently awarded the ABPS 
Congress Medal for services to philately over a long period at the 
Renfrew congress being held this month. He has been a delegate or 
deputy delegate to the Association of Scottish Philatelic Societies since 
1969 with responsibilities for several of the functions of the ASPS. He 
has attended all ABPS AGMs and biennial exhibitions, has served as 
convenor of workshops and seminars, and worked extensively to help 
make Glasgow 2000 a success. A member of many societies, he has also 
taken an active part in running school stamp clubs… the list of his 
contribution to our hobby appears endless and Ken is understandably 
deemed to be a worthy recipient of the Congress Medal. 
    Awards of Merit Ten philatelists have also been recognised for their 
contribution to the hobby by receipt of the ABPS Award of Merit.  These 
collectors are David Allen (Petersfield and District PS), Michael Clarke-
Williams (Portsmouth and District PS), James Fryer (Bolton PS), William 
D Hogg (North West Philatelic Federation), Julian H Jones (Hampshire 
Philatelic Federation), Gwen Killpack (Banbury Stamp Club), Donald R 
Knight (Barnet PS), Brian Presland (Hampshire Philatelic Federation) 
and last but not least the partnership of Lynn and Malcolm Roberts 
(Enfield PS). 
    Finding collectors willing to give-up their spare time, invariably with 
little reward other than the sheer pleasure that is to be derived from being 
a participative member of the hobby, is to be applauded in these days 
when there is a tendency for people to put themselves first, or who 
complain about the work undertaken by others without the slightest 
intention of helping out themselves! 
 
 
 
Smilers sheets Several new issues have appeared: 
Personalised Rushstamps has produced a pair of personalised Smilers 
sheets for the recently held Washington 2006 stamp show. They are not 
Business Customised Sheets and instead use the self-adhesive Ready 
Teddy and With Love designs in sheets of 20 with appropriately designed 
labels alongside the stamps. Expect to pay around £20 per sheet. 



    Enquiries: Rushstamps (Retail) Ltd, P O Box One, Lyndhurst SO43 
7PP, www.rushstamps.co.uk or email enquiries@rushstamps.co.uk  
 
Business Customised Attractive Victoria Cross and I K Brunel 
commemorative BCS sheets have been issued by AG Bradbury at £29.75 
each. Both items are in limited editions of just 500 sheets and are items 4 
and 5 in his ongoing series relating to key events in British history. Sheets 
1, 2 and 3 relating to Nelson, the Gunpowder Plot and Year of the Three 
Kings are still available at £20 each sheet. All are priced inclusive of 
postage and packing worldwide. 
    Enquiries A G Bradbury, 3 Link Road, Stoneygate, Leicester LE2 3RA 
or order online at www.bfdc.co.uk  
    An individually numbered limited edition of 1,000 BCS sheets 
featuring the water-activated Union Flag stamp has been produced to 
celebrate the 80th Birthday of HM The Queen. With attached labels 
bearing images from the recent holographic portrait of Her Majesty, it is 
priced at £24.95. 
    Enquiries: - Benham, Freepost, RLXU-CXUT-HZJH, The Benham 
Group, Kelvedon Park, London Road, Rivenhall, Witham, CM8 3HB 
(UK readers only) or Benham, Unit K, Concept Court, Shearway 
Business Park, Folkestone CT19 4RG.(overseas readers), call 08708 500 
654, email benham@benham.co.uk or visit www.benham.co.uk   
 
Generic Richard Jones queried printers quoted in my April list. 
Apologies, as LS8 should read Questa, while LS17 and LS19 were 
Walsall. The source used let me down and is good reason why printer 
names (or a small C, D E or W printer code) should appear on every 
Smilers and MS product to help collectors identify their holdings. 
 
 
 
Methodist PS  The society was founded in September 1970 for the study 
and encouragement of philately associated with Methodism and the 
Methodist contribution to United Churches and Ecumenical activities. 
Membership is priced at £8 per annum, with a quarterly newsletter and a 
cover service where most Methodist related covers and stamps are sold to 
members on a subscription basis. A friendly exchange of information and 
material between members is encouraged. 
    The spring 2006 issue comprises 24 A5 pages with the use for the first 
time of colour, bringing to life many of the items illustrated within. There 
are articles on the National Children’s Home, The Sinking of the 
Montevideo Maru, The Word of God Light of the World, Brian 
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Thompson’s Bible, Methodism in Lesotho, plus others so there is plenty 
to interest the collector of such material.  
    There is a piece from Tom Norgate that quotes Barbara Roulston, Head 
of External Relations, Royal Mail Group who stated that “This year 
(2005) we make a welcome return to a non-secular (Tom’s emphasis) 
theme on our Christmas stamp issue” and asks whether Royal Mail now 
regards the word ‘religious’ as no longer politically correct. 
    Enquiries: The Membership Secretary, T M Smart, 11 Northwood 
Park, Woodlesford, Leeds LS26 8PE.  
 
 
 
United Nations Archive At a sale held in Geneva in 2003, the entire 
United Nations Postal Administration’s stamp and pre-production archive 
was sold in bulk by auction. It now appears that the sale may not have 
received official disposal approval from within the organisation and the 
wonderfully named Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS), the 
United Nation’s investigative arm, has been investigating the situation for 
some time to ascertain how it was ever sold in the first place. 
    It appears that the value received by the UNPA (around US$2.5m) 
could be as little as one quarter of what it has been making when broken-
down into either individual or smaller lots, although there is nothing to 
suggest that the Swiss auction house is at fault in any way. 
    It is not uncommon for stamp printer archives to come on to the open 
market and the forthcoming sale of the Heraclio Fournier of Spain 
archive will contain material from many of the postal administrations that 
they printed stamps for, but I cannot recall a ‘country’ selling its whole 
archive before. Britain and Australia did both dispose of some duplicate 
material in auction sales held a few years back. These were not too 
successful for various reasons and have not been repeated.  
    An extensive and fascinating report by Fox News on the whole UN 
fiasco can be found at www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,193181,00.html   
 
 
 
Lighthouse Publications A new 2006 84 page full-colour accessories 
product guide for stamp and coin collectors has appeared. It contains full 
product information, pricing and ordering details for the entire 
Lighthouse range. 
    Enquiries: The Duncannon Partnership, 4 Beaufort Road, Reigate RH2 
9DJ, by telephoning 01737 244222 or by visiting www.duncannon.co.uk 
and www.hawid-uk.com  
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Friends of BPMA  Why not consider becoming a Friend of the British 
Postal Museum and Archive? There has never been a better time to join 
as it has a packed programme of events on offer, and has made big strides 
towards helping make a combined BPMA museum and archive site a 
reality. Membership gives you the chance to help Britain’s national 
collection reach a wider audience and for you to take part as a volunteer 
working with BPMA on projects, and keeping an eye out for objects that 
may enhance the collections.  
    The excellent quarterly BPMA Newsletter keeps members informed on 
activities and the exclusive Friends colour journal Cross Post is packed 
with interesting articles on postal-related subjects. These publications 
coupled with discounts on BPMA/Friends events and merchandise all 
come as part of the inexpensive membership subscription.  
    The Friends has recently attained charitable status and its Councillors 
are now Directors of the newly formed company, so everything is on a 
firm footing to enable the Friends to make a great impact on BPMAs 
exciting future. 
    Enquiries: Membership costs £15 (UK) or £20 (overseas) per annum 
and details can be obtained from Avice Harms, Membership Secretary, 
Friends of BPMA, 13 Amethyst Avenue, Davis Estate, Chatham ME5 
9TX. 
 
 
 
Book Review A few Bulletin’s back I mentioned The Falmouth Packets 
1689-1851 by Tony Pawlyn (ISBN 1 85022 175 8) and that it seemed to 
be out of print. I am pleased to say that a copy for review has now been 
received from the publisher’s, Truran Books (www.truranbooks.co.uk), 
who advise that copies are still on sale. 
    The press release states that at its peak over forty vessels were 
employed as mail-packets and that they worked out of Falmouth ferrying 
official dispatches, mail, passengers and bullion. Built for speed and 
lightly armed these small vessels had to contend with not only the 
elements but hostile navies and privateers.  
    The book is the result of many years work and is divided into twelve 
chapters. The topics covered include organisation of the service, packet 
commanders, life on board and the inevitable problems of 'free trading' 
which led to the notorious mutiny of 1810. It is illustrated with 
contemporary documents and portraits and supplemented with modern 
photographs recording the visual evidence to be seen today of what was 
once a significant industry giving Falmouth prosperity and international 
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status. Complete with indices of ships and people, a glossary of maritime 
terms and various appendices the book will appeal to both the maritime 
historian and the general reader who is interested in this largely 
uncelebrated piece of Cornish and maritime history.  
    Its value to the postal historian interested in the historical maritime 
mail from or to Cornwall is obvious, so buy a copy for your philatelic 
library and dig-out your ship mail and expand on the write-up in your 
albums by checking the information contained in the ship listings. 
Included are not just Falmouth vessels, for there are also details of French 
and American Privateers, a Spanish packet, Prize Vessels and Naval 
Vessels from Britain and France.  
    This book is an enjoyable read that concludes by recalling that the 
demise of the service was due to the introduction of steamships and the 
withdrawal of the sailing ships. This technological improvement resulted 
in the closure of the Packet Station after more than 150 years, albeit that 
the service was briefly revived in the First World War on mail to and 
from Bilboa. It took Falmouth and its people many generations before it 
was set to become the prosperous town that it is once more. 
    Enquiries: This 2003 paperback book contains 144 pages, 37 
photographs and is available from the publishers’ distributors Tor Mark 
Press, United Downs Industrial Estate, St Day, Redruth, Cornwall TR16 
5HY, or by email at sales@tormarkpress.prestel.co.uk, priced at £9.99 
(presumably plus postage and packing).  
 
 
 
Dealer Listing Mike Holt has published his price list number 33 of Great 
Britain material from the present reign. This quality 80 page colour A4 
publication offers collectors the chance to add some superb material to 
their collections from under £10 up to thousands of pounds and includes 
some buying prices. It features a complete revision of the DLR Byfleet 
and Dunstable ATN press printings and a specialised England Emblem 
Definitives listing.  
    Enquiries: Mike Holt, P O Box 177, Stourbridge DY8 3DE, email 
sales@mike-holt.com or visit www.mike-holt.com  
 
 
 
Society Publications Themescene is the journal of the British Thematic 
Association and its March issue contains the customary mix of society 
business and articles that makes every issue such an interesting read to 
thematic collectors. It contains the second article on the thematic use of 
airmail, records the origins of the Carmelites, discusses Dorus Rijkers the 
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famous Dutch lifeboat man and other articles “as well as all the Usual 
Features” as the front cover proclaims. It was good to see a newly 
introduced Junior Page that is sub-headed “definitely NOT for adults” 
and it is hoped that it proves popular among the next generation of 
collectors.  
    Enquiries: Membership Secretary, BTA, Peter Denly, 9 Oaklands Park, 
Bishop’s Stortford CM23 2BY, email him at denly@petelor.fsnet.co.uk 
or visit www.brit-thematic-assoc.com, although it is only a page on 
Stamp Domain and is still referring to an event being held in 2003 and 
has incorrect subscription prices and contact details. 
 
The January and March issues of the Great Britain Collector’s Club 
quarterly publication The G.B.C.C. Chronicle are to hand. They contain 
several useful articles between them including features on mail to Lyman 
and Sons of Montreal, unpaid and underpaid mails, squared circles, 
peacekeeping operations in the former Yugoslavia, official seals, 
forgeries, plate repairs and more.  
    American collector and writer Larry Rosenblum’s regular Mostly 
Machins series is always my first read as he clearly has his finger on the 
pulse of what is going on in current British philately, despite the 
geographical distance that separates him from the ‘action’. His website 
www.gbstamps.com is also a regular must-see. 
   As one who regularly wastes time trying to find essential basic 
information about a society for Stamp Scene, I must applaud this society 
for the manner in which the inside front cover always contains everything 
that a prospective member, journalist or advertiser could require, 
including subscription and advertising costs and full contact details for all 
of the society’s officers. Many worldwide societies could learn lessons 
from the GBCC, for not all readers are members – a point clearly missed 
by most organisations.  
    Enquiries: Membership fees for collectors outside of North America 
are US$35 (member) or US$50 (patron) and the GBCC 
secretary/treasurer is Parker A Bailey, 17 Greenwood Road, Merrimack, 
NH 03054 USA, email him at pbaileyjr@worldnet.att.net or visit 
www.gbstamps.com/gbcc  
 
ABPS News for April contains reports on activities of the ABPS and its 
member societies and includes an interview with its new treasurer, Hugh 
Feldman, a diary of forthcoming events, new stamp releases, details of 
society meetings, a news round-up and other information of use to anyone 
with an interest in British philately. 
    Enquiries: Mike Brindle, General Secretary ABPS, P O Box 199, 
Thetford IP24 3WX, or visit www.ukphilately.org.uk  
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Schedule of Stamp Shows 
2006  
20-24 September Autumn Stampex, Business Design Centre, London. www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
5-8 October  Fall Mega Event, Jacob Javits Convention Center, New York, USA. www.asdaonline.com 
7-13 October  España 06, Malaga, Spain. http://personal.telefonica.terra.es/web2/958251679/espa%F1a06/   
16-20 November  Belgica 06, Brussels Convention Centre, Brussels, Belgium.  info@belgica2006.be 
18-19 November  Thematica, Carisbrooke Hall, London, UK. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
24-25 November  ABPS National Philatelic Exhibition, Riviera Centre, Torquay, Devon, UK.  

Enquiries: Torquay 2006, 29 Bowhay Lane, Exeter EX4 1PE. www.torquay2006.org.uk  
? December  Indepex 06, New Delhi, India. Provisional show. 
 
2007    
22-24 February Philatex, RHS Hall, London 
28 Feb-4 March  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
19-23 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-3 November Philatex, RHS Hall, London 
 
2008 14-22 May Israel 08, Tel Aviv, Israel; 15-22 June Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
 
2010 8-15 May  London 2010: Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK. 

 
 
 
Library Bequest  The National Philatelic Society library has recently 
benefited from a major bequest in the Will of its long-time member 
William (Bill) Parmenter, who died last November. Bill had specialised 
in the philately of Latin and South America and almost 2000 items of 
philatelic literature - mainly from this geographical area - has either been 
sorted into holdings, or the duplicates and non-philatelic material sold to 
society members. The sale proceeds will be used to further enhance the 
library, which is accessible not just to NPS members but to anyone 
interested in the hobby on payment of a small daily charge of £2.  
    Bill was a regular attendee at the annual Philatelic Congress of Great 
Britain until his health prevented him and was a popular member of the 
NPS. He had a good sense of humour and is sadly missed. 
    Enquiries: Honorary Librarian, Glenn H Morgan, National Philatelic 
Society, 107 Charterhouse Street, London EC1M 6PT, or visit 
www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps  
 
(2600 words) 
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STAMP SCENE AUGUST 2006 
Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 

 
 
Friends of BPMA 21st Anniversary  As featured elsewhere within this 
Bulletin, the Friends held a superb anniversary event at the Grange Moor 
Hotel in Maidstone on 20 May to mark its 21st anniversary.  
    There were several philatelic displays to look at brought along by 
members, a range of models, postcards and booklets to purchase from 
worldwide postal vehicle specialists Roxley Models 
(www.roxleymodels.co.uk), letter boxes and other postal-related items to 
view, competitions and raffles to take part in, friends to meet or make 
and, of course, the lunch. 
    Over 80 Friends and their guests or partners tucked-in to an 
exceptional three-course roast turkey or vegetarian lasagne meal, courtesy 
of one of the Directors of the Friends, Cyril Macey, who personally and 
most generously funded the event.  
    In true Hollywood party style guests each received ‘goodies’ as the 
event progressed. These comprised 

• an anniversary cover cancelled with an operational handstamp at 
Maidstone bearing your name and cancelled with a Union Flag 
self-adhesive Smilers stamp with label depicting an old postal 
vehicle, with a letter box related filler card,  

• a specially commissioned A5 postcard depicting a painting of the 
King Edward Building (previous home to the National Postal 
Museum, of course), with the BPMA handstamp for 20 May,  

• a BPMA/BL Sound Archives jointly-produced CD entitled 
Speeding the Mail: an oral history of the post from the 1930s to 
the 1990s. This is quite fascinating and is on sale at the BPMA 
website www.postalheritage.org.uk and at Freeling house. 

• various Post Office items, such as pens, a tin of sweets, a phone 
card plus literature, and last, but not least, 

• a 42 page A5 colour booklet recording in text and photographs the 
history of the Friends entitled The Friends 21st Anniversary 
compiled by Cyril Macey. It covers some of the many highlights 
of the Friends, the Museum and the Archives down the years and 
it brought back to me countless happy memories of people, places 
and events long since gone. 

    The Friends in attendance made an anniversary gift of a cheque for 
£750 to BPMA, which was presented to its CEO, Tony Conder, by Bill 
Hill, Chairman of the Friends, to start a fund to form a library.  
    This was a special and momentous day for the Friends that will be 
difficult to beat when the next milestone comes along in four years time. I 
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know, however, that with the continually increasing membership and a 
new permanent home for BPMA on the cards, that they will have great 
fun trying.  
    Enquiries: Membership Secretary, Friends of BPMA, Mrs Avice 
Harms, 13 Amethyst Avenue, Davis Estate, Chatham ME5 9TX or visit 
www.postalheritage.org.uk/supportus/friends for further information.  
 
 
 
Old Philatelic Literature  A recent delve through some of the rare works 
held within the National Philatelic Society’s library revealed a book on 
forged postage stamps dated 1863, a mere 23 years after the first stamp. 
That book was Forged Stamps: How to Detect Them by Thornton Lewes 
and Edward Pemberton, Edinburgh 1863, priced at one shilling (five 
decimal pence). 
    By the 1860s there was a sense that stamp collecting was becoming 
extremely popular and this set me wondering if the NPS booklet was one 
of the earliest works on our hobby and, either way, when the first 
philatelic book and periodical appeared to satisfy this growing pastime, 
so popular to this day. 
    I approached David Beech of the British Library Philatelic Collections 
and he swiftly found the answers in the Catalogue of the Crawford 
Library of Philatelic Literature at the British Library (the so-called 
‘Crawford Catalogue’). David advised that 1863 is early, but not early 
enough to take the title of the first philatelic monograph, for that accolade 
goes to Berger-Levrault, Francois George Oscar, [List of stamps], 
Strasbourg, [September, 1861] (BL shelf mark: Crawford 113(1)), the 
first philatelic periodical was Monthly Intelligencer, Birmingham, W 
Macmillan, 1862-63. The first number was September, 1862 and was 
only partly philatelic (BL shelf mark: Crawford 1823(1));  while the first 
completely philatelic periodical was Monthly Advertiser, Liverpool, 
Edward More & Co, 1862 Number 1, 15 December, 1862. Continued 
number 2, as The Stamp Collectors' Monthly Advertiser, 1863. (BL shelf 
mark: Crawford 1911.) Interested readers should also look at Manfred 
Amrhein’s Philatelic Literature: A History and a Select Bibliography 
from 1861 to 1991, volume 1, San Jose, Dr Manfred Amrhein, 1992. 
ISBN 9977-47-155-X. 
    This detailed information is typical of the help that is given to 
enquirers at the British Library Philatelic Collections and serious 
researchers can do no better than to make contact in order that an 
appointment can be made to view relevant portions of the many 
collections deposited with them. 

http://www.postalheritage.org.uk/supportus/friends


    Enquiries: The British Library Philatelic Collections, 96 Euston Road, 
London NW1 2DB, telephone 020 7412 7635/6, email philatelic@bl.uk 
or visit www.bl.uk/collections/philatelic and  
www.collectbritain.co.uk/collections/philatelic  
    For membership and meeting details of the National Philatelic Society 
write to the Honorary General Secretary, Peter Mellor, British Philatelic 
Centre, 107 Charterhouse Street, London EC1M 6PT or visit them at 
www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps   
 
 
 
Stamp Catalogues   Stanley Gibbons Publications has recently published 
the 2006 22nd combined edition of Collect Channel Islands and Isle of 
Man Stamps (ISBN 0-85259-619-7) at a retail price of £19.95. Sub-titled 
‘A Stanley Gibbons Colour Checklist’, it comprises a soft-back format 
book of almost 400 pages and contains all pre- and post-independent 
postal services’ definitive and commemorative stamps, postage due 
labels, souvenir postal stationery and stamp booklets to the end of 2005 
with just about everything illustrated. It also includes the unissued 
wartime CI overprinted issues, together with useful introductory notes 
and advertising from stamp dealers.  It is far more than a mere checklist!      
    My interest in these collecting areas waned many years ago, so it was a 
surprise to find that a total of 1095 Guernsey, 266 Alderney (a part of the 
Bailiwick of Guernsey), 1260 Isle of Man and 1251 Jersey stamps and 
MS had been issued in less than four decades of stamp issuing, although 
these figures do include the small number of regional and wartime 
Channel Island issues.   
    If these exceedingly popular collecting areas interest you, then this new 
publication is a must-have purchase as it includes much useful collector 
information beyond the basics such as issued numbers, dates of 
withdrawal, sheet sizes, plate numbers etc. in addition to the more 
expected issue date, printer, designer, stamp design  descriptions and 
prices of mint and used stamps. Gutter pairs, FDCs, presentation packs 
and the popular year books are also listed and priced.  
    An advertisement for the Channel Islands Specialists’ Society caught 
my eye and merits mention here. I was a member for many years and 
there is much to extol membership including meetings on the UK 
mainland in London and the provinces and in the Channel Islands, 
exchange packets, auctions and quarterly journals.  
    For membership details contact Sheila Marshall (SGC06), 3 La 
Marette, Alderney, Channel Islands GY9 3UQ or telephone her on 01481 
822457. There is no comparable specialist stamp society for the Isle of 
Man that I am aware of. 
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Stamp Printers booklet   Thanks to correspondence with Brian Janes 
who used to work for Harrison's from the 1960s, then De La Rue and who 
is now employed by Walsall Security Printers, I am able to give detailed 
information regarding the illustration depicted on the front cover of 
Special Publication number 12.  
    "The illustration shows the delivery end of the machine known at 
Wycombe as the Large Stamp Rotary showing Rex Pawley the second 
printer to the usual number one Bill Ing. The machine did not perforate 
in-line but punched the 960-set sheets for subsequent guillotining and 
perforating in 480-set sheets on the Grover machines. This machine is 
shown producing pre-decimal definitive sheets of Machin's and the 
position in the factory at Wycombe was where the Jumelle press was 
eventually sited. This puts the date most likely in the 60s and not the 70s 
as stated."  
    I am grateful to Brian for this information and agree that the date of the 
photograph is probably earlier than indicated, although the Harrison 
publication from which the illustration had come from was annotated as 
having been given to me as a gift by Harrison's in 1979, so clearly the 
publication was at least a decade old when sent. 
 
 
Schedule of Stamp Shows 
2006  
20-24 September Autumn Stampex, Business Design Centre, London. www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
5-8 October  Fall Mega Event, Jacob Javits Convention Center, New York, USA. www.asdaonline.com 
7-13 October  España 06, Malaga, Spain. http://personal.telefonica.terra.es/web2/958251679/espa%F1a06/  
16-20 November  Belgica 06, Brussels Convention Centre, Brussels, Belgium.  info@belgica2006.be 
18-19 November  Thematica, Carisbrooke Hall, London, UK. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
24-25 November  ABPS National Philatelic Exhibition, Riviera Centre, Torquay, Devon, UK.  

Enquiries: Torquay 2006, 29 Bowhay Lane, Exeter EX4 1PE. www.torquay2006.org.uk  
2007 28 Feb-4 March and 19-23 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
2008 14-22 May Israel 08, Tel Aviv, Israel; 15-22 June Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
2010 8-15 May  London 2010 Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK. 

 
 
Society Publications Copies of The Coros Chronicle, the quarterly 
journal of the collectors of religion on stamps (‘The Lord’s Chronicle’), 
for May 2006 has been received, together with Orbit, the journal of the 
Astro Space Stamp Society for June. Both journals contain lots of 
information and imagery of interest to these two groups of collectors and 
help to illustrate the scope and fascination of thematic collecting.  
    Enquiries: Collectors of Religion on Stamps, Mrs V Shackleton, 
Secretary, 425 N. Linwood Avenue, #110, Appleton, WI 54914-3476, 
USA or email corosec@sbcglobal.net. For the ASSS write to Brian J 
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Lockyer, 21 Exford Close, Weston-Super-Mare, BS23 4RE, or email 
bjlockyer.spacestamps@virgin.net  
 
Topical Time (May/June) and Themescene (June) issues are to hand. They 
probably represent the best English language general thematic 
publications from both sides of the Atlantic available today.   
   The ATA publication comprises 92 pages with its usual features, plus 
articles covering philatelists on stamps, the USA as a world power, the 
Pied Piper of Hamlin, civil engineering in Roman Times, the first map 
stamps, US military vehicles and weather balloons. The BTA journal has 
48 pages with articles relating to the smell of the greasepaint (circuses), 
Saint Teresa of Avila and the origins of the Carmelites, Dutchman Opa 
Dorus Rijkers and a practical four page hands-on guide about how to use 
a spreadsheet to write up your collection. Both journals are always a good 
read and membership of, ideally, both organisations will enhance your 
thematic or topical collecting experience. 
    Enquiries: American Topical Association, 411A Lillard Road, 
Arlington, Texas TX76012-3898, USA. British Thematic Association, 
Secretary, Anne Stammers, 40 St Helen’s Way, Benson, Wallingford 
OX10 6SW. 
 
    The Insurance and Banking Philatelic Society of Great Britain’s 
journal I&BPS Newsletter for May has recently been submitted.  There is 
always something of interest to collectors of British stamps and this issue 
is no exception for it includes features on the introduction of Frama labels 
22 years ago (was it really that long ago!) and Arthur Alexander gives his 
regular slant on GB commemorative and definitive new issues including 
the latest cylinder number discoveries and details of forthcoming issues, 
such as the PiP definitives and the recent World Cup specials. 
    Enquiries: Membership is open to anybody employed in, or retired 
from, the financial services industry. The annual subscription for new 
members is £5 and for further details contact Dudley Baker, Membership 
Secretary I&BPS, 25 Banbury Way, Downs View, Epsom KT17 4JP or 
email him at Dudley.baker1@ntlworld.com  
 
    The Journal of The Postal Stationery Society published issue 38 in 
May and within its 24 A4 pages are several useful articles. One feature 
that caught my eye related to something that I never knew existed, 
namely perfins used on British postal stationery items, i.e. not on sheet or 
coil stamps, which most collectors would be aware of. (‘Perfins’ are 
perforated initials that are pin-hole punched through a stamp image and 
used in the post rooms of employers who do not want its staff to steal any 
unused stamps or stationery.)  
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    Rosemary Smith is compiling a record of all Perfin types known on 
registered envelopes, newspaper wrappers, postal cards and the like with 
a view to publishing the results of her researches as a booklet.  If you can 
assist her, I am sure that she would appreciate new reports at 17 Victoria 
Road, Stocksbridge, Sheffield S36 1FW. Rosemary is especially seeking 
details of any perfinned lettercards, as none have yet been recorded. 
    Enquiries: Membership details of the PSS are available from Colin 
Baker, 4 Greenhill Gardens, Sutton Veny, Warminster BA12 7AY, email 
him at bakercsandcr@lineone.net or telephone 01985 840033.  
 
    The Friends of the British Postal Museum and Archive’s 52 page full-
colour A4 journal Cross Post currently only appears twice a year in 
spring and autumn, so it is eagerly awaited by the expanding group of 
Friends. The second issue for spring 2006 in the newly redesigned style 
using an enlarged page format certainly lived-up to the high standard set 
by its editor, Bulletin writer Richard West, in last autumn’s inaugural 
number.  
    In addition to the latest news from the Friends, a report by Tony 
Conder (the CEO of BPMA) and news from the BPMA, there are five 
major articles. Elizabeth: Queen and Icon (Douglas N Muir), The Royal 
Mail 1100 to 1635 (Philip Beale), Machin Dummy Stamp Books (Glenn 
Morgan), Mobile Post Offices since 1936 (Cyril R H Parsons) and Letter 
Boxes on Buses and Trams (Julian Stray) all of which go to illustrate how 
wide and deep members interests are, while the 75 colour images 
accompanying the five texts help to bring each subject to life.   
    This journal is of such relevance to my interests that it is the only 
philatelic publication that I always read from cover to cover and so I 
heartily recommend Cross Post, which comes free with annual 
membership of the Friends, to all readers of the Bulletin. Membership 
costs £15 each year. 
    The Friends organisation was founded in 1985 as the Association of 
Friends of the National Postal Museum (NPM). When the NPM closed its 
public galleries in 1998, the Friends continued to support the Heritage 
unit of Royal Mail Group. In April 2004, a new independent trust was 
established by Royal Mail Group to develop postal heritage and The 
British Postal Museum & Archive was formed, which is now supported 
by the Friends. 
    Enquiries: Membership Secretary, Friends of BPMA, Mrs Avice 
Harms, 13 Amethyst Avenue, Davis Estate, Chatham ME5 9TX or visit 
www.postalheritage.org.uk/supportus/friends for further information.  
 
(2424 words) 
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STAMP SCENE OCTOBER 2006 
Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 

 
Sensitivities  It is not just Royal Mail that has recently experienced 
problems over stamp designs offending a section of the community (the 
Hindu depiction of Jesus last Christmas in Britain’s case).  
    NZPost (the New Zealand Post Office) released imagery of a 
forthcoming issue depicting Maori performing arts to a tirade of abuse 
from the Maori arts and culture community. The five stamps were in a 
cartoon-like format, which is where the cause for offence occurred. As a 
result, the stamps were not placed on sale and a celebration of the Maori 
performing arts will be released “…some time in the future”, according to 
NZPost’s CEO John Allen.  
    Having seen the imagery, I can understand the distain with which the 
stamps were received by a proud indigenous people; for the faces 
depicted are as ugly as any I have probably ever seen in four decades of 
collecting.  
 

 
 
 
 
Exponet  To quote the organisers: Exponet is a place you may use to 
present your virtual postal history and philatelic collection. It is intended 
as a public display of high quality exhibits of all philatelic areas and time 
periods in English, French, German, Spanish or other languages. The aim 
of the organisers of Exponet is to provide a permanent presentation of 
high quality stamp and philatelic exhibits so as to facilitate online study 
for visitors throughout the world. They do not intend to compete with 
classical exhibits, but rather to enable online viewing for everybody, 
regardless of distance, and thus take part in the support and propogation 
of philately.  



    Noble aims indeed that the site well lives up to.There is only one entry 
from a British collector at my last viewing and that was from Otto 
Hornung with his four-frame Carpatho-Ukraine postal history exhibit, 
where some wonderful material is on display. Most philatelic disciplines 
are covered with some fascinating displays, many in English, but of 
course even when the language is not one with which you are familiar the 
many postal items make understanding easy. 
    One exhibit that is specifically relevant to collectors of British material 
is from US resident Richard Frajola with his Great Britain Imperforate 
Line Engraved – the Vanity and the Insanity, which is a one frame exhibit 
of stamps from position RF in the sheet – the owners initials. 
    For the opportunity of viewing at least 103 stamp exhibits, comprising 
9009 album pages within 712 exhibition frames (plus 6 literature entries)  
24/7 from any internet-enabled computer worldwide go to 
www.japhila.cz/hof/index.htm and be sure to return frequently because 
there are regular updates. Indeed, why not consider entering your own 
exhibit for other collectors to see and enjoy?  
    This method of displaying collections is seen by some as the way 
forward for future stamp exhibitions, where the cost of staging the 
competitive entries is becoming beyond the means of many organisers. 
Indeed, the collector is paying out more-and-more in entry fees to share 
his displays with the invariably indifferent visitors who prefer spending 
money with the dealers and postal administrations rather than learn from 
the exhibits.   
 
 
Paris Autumn Show  The 60th Salon Philatélique d’Automne will be 
held from Wednesday 8 to Saturday 11 November 2006. It will be held at 
the Espace Champerret site on Metro line three, where visitors should 
alight at Porte de Champerret in the 17th district. Entry is free and the 
hours of opening are 10 until 6 all days, with a 9pm extended closing 
time on the Thursday.  
    There will be 70 dealers in attendance, first day ceremonies, 10 
European postal authorities, an exclusive LISA machine label and CNEP 
souvenir block, plus attendance by stamp designers.  
    With an early start, a late return and the ability to get to and from the 
Eurostar terminals it is quite possible to attend this show in a single day, 
as a few French collectors regularly do for our own Stampex. 
    Enquiries: www.cnep.fr  
 
 
New Publication  The Grinnell Hawaiian Missionary Stamps has 
recently been published by RPSL Ltd., the Expert Committee of the 
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Royal Philatelic Society London. Comprising 96 pages, plus 16 pages of 
introductory information, the advertising flyer goes on to state that it is 
perfect bound and illustrated in colour throughout.  
    The book comprises ten chapters and details the thorough examination 
that was made of 55 Grinnell Hawaiian Missionary stamps by RPSL Ltd 
and is stated to be “the most complete report of philatelic expert 
examination extant, and particularly so on such a high-profile subject”. 
The Grinnell stamps were deemed to be forgeries by the Committee. 
    It is published at £18.50 (softback) or £24.50 (hardbound), plus 
postage and packing of £4.50 for either edition mailed to an address 
within the UK. Payment by credit card (without a handling surcharge) is 
accepted. 
    Enquiries: The Royal Philatelic Society London, 41 Devonshire Place, 
London W1G 6JY. 
 
 
Schedule of Stamp Shows 
2006  
5-8 October  Fall Mega Event, Jacob Javits Convention Center, New York, USA. www.asdaonline.com 
7-13 October  España 06, Malaga, Spain. http://personal.telefonica.terra.es/web2/958251679/espa%F1a06/  
16-20 November  Belgica 06, Brussels Convention Centre, Brussels, Belgium.  info@belgica2006.be 
18-19 November  Thematica, Carisbrooke Hall, London, UK. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
24-25 November  ABPS National Philatelic Exhibition, Riviera Centre, Torquay, Devon, UK.  

Enquiries: Torquay 2006, 29 Bowhay Lane, Exeter EX4 1PE. www.torquay2006.org.uk  
2007 28 Feb-4 March and 19-23 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
2008 14-22 May Israel 08, Tel Aviv, Israel; 15-22 June Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
2010 8-15 May  London 2010 Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK. 

 
 
Washington 2006  The web site will remain online until January 2007 at 
http://www.washington-2006.org   Do take a look at the News Articles 
/Articles About Us section where viewers will find many new items added 
in the past few weeks. 
    For those who attended the exhibition, or wished you had, relive the 
extravaganza by viewing well over 1,000 photos and video clips now 
online at http://w2006.myphotoalbum.com.  The organisers welcome all 
such digital images taken by show-goers to become part of their 
Washington 2006 Image Archive, some of which will be posted on the 
web site.  Send an email to info@washington-2006.org for details, or 
send disk(s) directly to: W2006 Image Archive, 28 Amberwood Place, 
Rochester, NY 14626-4166 USA. 
 
 
Stamps in Schools Visits to schools was a project set-up by Erene Grieve 
in 1997. She is a retired teacher and a collector, so was therefore 
eminently qualified to relate to the children and to explain the joy of 
stamp collecting to them. A winner of two Rowland Hill awards, a guest 
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on BBC radio programmes and regularly featured in national and local 
newspapers, Erene’s Stamp Days are well received by teachers and pupils 
alike.  
    The BPMA are now the sponsors of the project and events are free to 
schools. They include an exhibition of stamps appealing to children, a 
presentation about the Penny Black, information and advice on how to 
start a stamp collection and stamp-themed activities, so if you have any 
connection with schools as a parent, pupil, teacher, etc., why not arrange 
a visit to your school? 
    Enquiries: Contact the Stamps in Schools Co-ordinator, Mrs Erene 
Grieve, The Dees, Neyland Vale, Milford Haven, SA73 1QP, telephone 
her on 01646 601490 or email erenegrieve@f2s.com  
    Separately to this project, visit www.planetstamp.co.uk and see lots of 
information for children about stamp collecting, and for adults about 
running a stamp club. There is information about new issues, quizzes, 
games and details of Stamp Active competitions with advice for entrants. 
 
 
Post-Expo 2006 This month sees the latest in a run of annual exhibitions 
designed for those decision-makers in the postal services industry. This 
year’s event is at the RAI Centre in Amsterdam between 10-12 October 
and usually results in a few interesting souvenirs from exhibitors for 
those interested in postal technology and automation, although it should 
be stressed that it is a trade show not open to philatelists.  
    It includes a World Postal Business Forum and a series of Technology 
Workshops by industry experts. The prospectus for the show states that 
“the postal sector is changing as never before. Greater customer choice, 
innovative products and services and increasing quality of service are 
consequences of market opening, postal reform, the advent of 
competition and the availability of new technologies.”  
    It is clear that postal world is currently going through a new ‘1840’ all 
over again and this represents an exciting time for those collectors who 
choose to record the immense changes underway – especially as many 
services never get beyond the trial stage, such as the recent Automated 
Postal Kiosks, so are set to become the rarities of tomorrow.  
    Enquiries: visit www.postexpo.com  
 
 
Society Publications The CSC Newsletter, published by the Concorde 
Study Circle never seems to run out of interesting features, despite the 
withdrawal from service of the aircraft that it celebrates.  
     The latest June issue is accompanied by a fascinating 24-page colour 
booklet entitled Discover Museums and Concorde by Satellite. It is full of 
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photographs - over 140 - and was generously funded by the author, Jean-
François Bô, and shows where all remaining Concorde’s are located, 
based on the Google Earth software that shows our planet from space. 
The booklet includes all co-ordinates required, so, for example, Latitude 
51.4745 N, Longitude -0.4375 W reveals the location of Concorde 208 
BOAB that is at Heathrow Airport’s Terminal Four! 
    Enquiries: brian@asquithbl.freeserve.co.uk or write to the Editor at 
Brian L Asquith, “Alandale” Radcliffe Gardens, Carshalton Beeches, 
SM5 4PQ.   
    For Google Earth, go to www.earth.google.com and download the free 
software that will enable you to see 3D overviews of major cities, 
mountains, and other terrain, as well as local businesses and information, 
driving directions, and maps. Prepare to be amazed. 
     
 
Auctions  Harmers held an auction on 26 July of all world stamps and 
postal history and there were several interesting British lots ,with two 
being essays for the 1889 Tender. Lot 1292 was for the 1/2d, 1 1/2d and 
2d values in a Perkins Bacon composite sheet of 24 (estimate £850); 
while lot 1293 was a selection of 23 perforated and 9 imperforate essays 
(estimate £1000). Both lots surprisingly remained unsold.   
    Lot 1379 related to the 1939-48 2s6d brown, 2s6d green and 5s values, 
all in corner pairs signed (either across the stamps or in the margins) by 
the designer Edmund Dulac, the 10s dark blue, 10s ultramarine and £1 
were similarly signed by the designer G R Bellew. Described as ‘an 
extremely rare set’, they were estimated at £1000 and realised £1882. 
    In the Elizabethan section, Lot 1396 was for a Machin one centre band 
11 1/2p drab imperforate pair (estimate £140, realised £259).  The 1972 
Ralph Vaughan Williams 9p with brown (facial features omitted) error 
(lot 1399) bore an estimate of £450 and realised £647.  The Robin in 
Post-box (three copies) and Christmas Cracker Smilers, both with Post 
Office imprint (lot 1407), bore an estimate of £100 and realised £259 
against a catalogue value of £800. 
    Royal Household official stamps have always held a fascination for me 
and there were two lots on offer in this sale. Lot 1427 comprised the 1/2d 
and 1d in unmounted blocks of four (estimate £1500, but unsold); while 
lot 1428 was for a study collection of 13 x 1/2d and 18 x 1d, each used 
with various cancellations, together with collateral material such as 
postcards (estimate £1500, realised £1647). 
 
     
The Last Post  A final press release has appeared from the Philatelic 
Music Circle. It announced that the group was folding due to ‘finding it 
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increasingly difficult to maintain our membership AND – vitally 
important, to encourage members to take over the work of the 
committee.’  
    How depressing that one of the earliest and largest major thematic 
societies should find itself in this position after 37 years service to 
collectors, especially as they have enjoyed a worldwide membership of 
between 300 and 500 collectors of music-related philately.  
    The group has recommended that its members consider membership of 
the German Motivgruppe Musik, where its journal appears in German, 
English and French. Its remaining funds have been distributed among 
several allied philatelic and music organisations.  
    Irene Lawford, the co-founder (with the late Sylvester Peat), President 
and for 27 years Editor of The Baton, journal of the PMC, must be 
especially saddened. It shows that even an apparently strong society is 
only as good as its volunteer helpers, so members of other societies 
reading this should take heed of requests for help so that their group does 
not suffer a similar fate to the Philatelic Music Circle. Volunteer – you 
might actually enjoy it! 
 
 
New Coil Discoveries  Thanks to Graham Eyre, the Modern British 
Philatelic Circle's editor of its journal The Bookmark,  I am able to 
illustrate above a full sealed roll of 10,000 first class gold coloured water-
activated definitives. These were produced by Joh. Enschedé Stamps for 
use at mailing houses by large mailers who prefer to place stamps on their 
letters to help increase responses to their marketing opportunities (the 
rather cruelly-named 'junk mailings').  Each roll costs the customer a 
whopping £3,200 to purchase, so the leaders will always be rare. 
[Photograph courtesy John Brain] 
    Also recently discovered were the 10,000 first class gold coloured self-
adhesive definitives. The second class was discovered some time ago, and 
it was always assumed that a first class equivalent might exist, but it 
proved to be elusive until recently.  
    MBPC maintains low rates of membership subscription: UK £8.00; 
Rest of the world: airmail £12.00 or surface mail £8.00. Details of recent 
issues and 'finds' are posted to the website www.mbp-circle.co.uk  and 
interested individuals should write contact Tony Wilkins, 3 Buttermere 
Close, Brierley Hill DY5 3SD, or e-mail: tony.wilkins@mbp-circle.co.uk   
 
 
Summer Isles  A new issue has appeared from this Scottish island on the 
subject of creatures of the sea bed. The six labels (available in sheet and 
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MS formats) feature a local Anemone, Sunstar, Sea Urchin, Lobster, 
Scallop and Octopus respectively and come from a new ‘stamp’ printer.  
     Summer Isles local carriage labels had, until recently, been produced 
by a fledgling Norwegian stamp printer called Frimerkeverket who had 
great plans – they had even offered me a job at their printing plant in 
Farstad. Unfortunately, they appear not to be around any more, or at least 
letters and emails from me remain unanswered and may explain the 
change of printer for this island. Robert L Parker & Co. of Dundee 
stepped into the breach and printed the labels using state of the art 
lithographic presses, while the separation of each label from the sheets of 
25 is not by round perforations, but, apparently out of respect to James 
Chalmers, the postal pioneer (also of Dundee), they have chosen to use a 
process similar to straight line rouletting “as a concession to history”. 
    Enquiries: Summer Isles Philatelic Bureau, West Croftnuisk, 
Edradynate, Aberfeldy PH15 2JU, Scotland. Various formats are 
available, so drop them a line, email them at 
bureau@summerislespost.fsbusiness.co.uk or visit their website at 
www.summer-isles.com  
    The Bureau apparently also stocks a representative range of carriage 
labels from other Scottish Islands and can supply a listing to interested 
collectors. 
 
 
…and finally  Thanks to readers who sent their best wishes to me 
following my emergency eye surgery in Paris. If you are short-sighted 
and see flashing lights, shadows at the periphery of your vision and/or 
spots – even fleetingly – go straight to casualty as your retina may have 
become detached. If you ignore the symptoms, you may lose your sight.  
 
(2600 words) 
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STAMP SCENE November 2006 
Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 

 
More Help for Club Leaders on ‘Planetstamp’ Are you a junior stamp club leader?  
Or perhaps you are thinking of setting up a club for your young collectors?  For a few 
years, www.planetstamp.co.uk has been run as a ‘kids only’ domain, but they also had 
many ‘seniors’ comment on its useful information, so they recently expanded it to 
include a section just for Club Leaders.   
    This section has now been developed further with a bigger ‘Letterbox’ archive of 
the most often asked questions and answers on how to run a junior stamp club.  
Resident guru, Erene Grieve, has compiled a lots of queries and its ‘webmaster’ Tony 
Lancaster will continue to enlarge the archive with regular updates thanks to the 
ongoing sponsorship from Cavendish Auctions.  If you have a question, email 
erenegrieve@f2s.com 
    The ‘Kidstamps’ club on the site, previously run by the late Anne Dummer, is now 
in the capable hands of Christine Finn.  There will be new competitions and more 
articles from ‘Squidge’ (the stamp collecting squirrel) for young collectors to enjoy. 
    For those interested in competing, don’t forget the British Youth Stamp 
Championships, sponsored by Stanley Gibbons Ltd.  Entry forms and details are all 
on the site, and exhibits will be on display in November at ‘Torquay 2006’.     
    Enquiries: If you’d like more information about Stamp Active Network and its 
support of young collectors, please email the Secretary, John Davies 
davies1890@aol.com 
 
 
ATA Competition  The American Topical Association's all-topical exhibition will be 
held 15-17 June 2007 in Irving, Texas. This National Topical Stamp Show will be 
held at the Sheraton Grand Hotel that is located adjacent to the Dallas / Ft. Worth 
Airport. 
    Applications will be considered on a first-come, first-served basis and must be 
received no later than 16 April 2007 or until such time as all frames have been fully 
subscribed.  
    Enquiries: For a copy of the exhibit prospectus and application form, contact the 
American Topical Association at P.O. Box 57, Arlington, TX 76004-0057 USA or    
e-mail americantopical@msn.com  
 
 
Spare Stamps Required  The Stamp Active Network, which runs Kids’ Corner at 
autumn and spring Stampex will shortly be faced with the problem of running out of 
stamps, which they require in singles, pairs, blocks, on or off cover for young British 
collectors.  
    Perhaps you collect them off your daily mail or have unwanted items lying in shoe 
boxes? However they come, the team would be grateful for any contributions that you 
can make.  Better items will become auction lots for the kids to bid on at Stampex, 
prizes in the tombola or for the competitions run by the Stamp Active Network.  Try 
to remember what joy you got from stamp collecting as a youngster and support this 
worthy cause that will help generate the next generation of collectors.  
    Please bring your stamps to the Kids’ Corner stand at the next Stampex, or send 
them to Dave Armitage, 2 Shut Lane, Earls Colne, Colchester, Essex  CO6 2RE 
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Stamp Shows 
Thematica II will be held at its usual venue of the Carisbrooke Hall, Seymour Street, 
London (off the Edgware Road, close to Marble Arch) on Saturday and Sunday, 
November 18 and 19. Open on the Saturday from 10.30am to 5.30pm, and on the 
Sunday from 10.30am to 5pm. As always, admission is free. Regular visitors to 
Thematica should note that this year there is a change, as the days are Saturday and 
Sunday. 
    All visitors will be given free (as long as stocks last) a souvenir sheet designed by 
Jeffery Matthews MBE to celebrate the 80th birthday of The Queen. The sheet shows 
an alternative design Jeffery produced for Royal Mail in 1986 to mark The Queen’s 
60th birthday. 
    In addition to the dealers from many parts of the World, Thematica II will include 
an activity area for young visitors. 
    Dates of future Thematica exhibitions: 2007 – June 23 and 24; November 24 and 
25. 2008 – June 28 and 29; November 29 and 30 
 
Eurothema 2007   Next year, the British Thematic Association will host a European 
thematic stamp exhibition, Eurothema, with exhibits from eight European countries, 
and it will be held in conjunction with Thematica II on November 24 and 25. 
 
London 2010 – Festival of Stamps A website with basic exhibition information 

(such as dates, press releases, an invitation for the trade to request 
stand details and costs, plus a floor plan and virtual reality tour of the 
Business Design Centre) has been established at 
www.london2010.org.uk   This will naturally contain more 
information as it becomes available and collectors should check it out 

every so often for updates.  
    The distinctive and elegant logo for the show is now able to be shown for the first 
time and it will increasingly appear alongside philatelic periodical reports on the 
progress of the next British international philatelic exhibition. 
    Enquiries: London 2010 - Festival of Stamps Ltd., 107 Charterhouse Street, 
London EC1M 6PT. 
 
Schedule of Events 
2006  
15 Nov, 13 Dec Strand Stamp Fair, Galleon Suite, Royal National Hotel, Bedford Way, London WC1H 0DG.  

www.stampshows.net 
16-20 November  Belgica 06, Brussels Convention Centre, Brussels, Belgium.  info@belgica2006.be 
18-19 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
24-25 November  ABPS National Philatelic Exhibition, Riviera Centre, Torquay, Devon, UK.  

Enquiries: Torquay 2006, 29 Bowhay Lane, Exeter EX4 1PE. www.torquay2006.org.uk  
2007  
10 Jan, 7 Feb, 14 Mar, 11 Apr, 16 May, 13 June, 11 July, 8 Aug, 5 Sep, 10 Oct, 14 Nov, 12 Dec  Strand Stamp Fair,  

Galleon Suite, Royal National Hotel, Bedford Way, London WC1H 0DG. www.stampshows.net 
19-20 January York Stamp & Coin Fair, The Grandstand, The Racecourse, York. www.stampshows.net  
22-24 February  Philatex, The Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, Greycoat & Elverton Street, London  SW1 

www.stampshows.net 
28 Feb-4 March   Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
23-24 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
20-21 July York Stamp & Coin Fair, The Grandstand, The Racecourse, York. www.stampshows.net 
19-23 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-3 November Philatex, The Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, Greycoat & Elverton Street, London  SW1 

www.stampshows.net 
24-25 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
24-25 November  Eurothema, Carisbrooke Hall, London, running alongside Thematica II.  
2008  
14-22 May Israel 08, Tel Aviv, Israel. 
15-22 June  Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
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28-29 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL 
August  Olymphilex, Beijing, China. 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
2009  
6-10 May  IBRA 2009, Essen, Germany 
2010  
8-15 May   London 2010 Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK.  

www.london2010.org.uk  

 
 
Washington 2006  The exhibition has recently distributed a quarter of a million 
dollars in surplus funds to act as seed money for the 2016 New York show and to 
support other major philatelic projects. Washington 2006 issued its final show report 
and announced that the world philatelic exhibition had not only received many 
accolades, but also had achieved a surplus.  
    President Michael D. Dixon stated that the surplus reflected the fact that significant 
contributions had been made by more than 600 individual and society members who 
had provided the seed money for Washington 2006. "We believe we were able to 
meet all our expenses and preserve most, if not all, the individually contributed 
funds."   He said the Executive Committee recommended that the Board of Directors 
vote to reinstate past practices to provide seed money for the next international stamp 
show in the US and to support educational projects. 
    The directors voted to distribute the initial surplus funds of just over a quarter 
million dollars to provide $100,000 in seed money to New York 2016 and $75,000 to 
the American Philatelic Society as matching funds in its fund raising campaign to 
move the Headsville post office from the Smithsonian to the American Philatelic 
Center in Bellefonte, PA. They also voted five gifts totalling $90,000 for various 
educational projects. 
    Enquiries: For additional information, write to Washington 2006, PO Box 2006, 
Ashburn, VA 20146-2006, or see the web site at http://www.washington-2006.org. 
 
 
GBFDC is an organisation formed in 1994 and now boasts over 330 members. Its 
main aims are to raise the profile of Great Britain FDC collecting by stimulating 
greater interest in the hobby, to increase the number of Great Britain FDC collectors, 
to facilitate communication between collectors and to generally provide more and 
better information about this form of collecting.  
    It services its own covers, holds auctions, publishes a bi-monthly newsletter and 
organises “informal regional pub meetings”, yes the meetings are held in public 
houses and suitable hotels, so presumably become more informal as the afternoon 
progresses! 
    Enquiries: GBFDC, Terry Barnett, 7 Mackets Lane, Hunts Cross, Liverpool, L25 
0QA, telephone 0151 486 2610, e-mail secretary@gbfdc.co.uk or visit 
www.gbfdc.co.uk for further information. 
 
 
CASB The Crown Agents Stamp Bureau continues to offer dealers and collectors the 
opportunity to get information on new issues from the many countries that it 
represents on an agency basis and collectors can also buy any of the 1110 stamps via 
its arrangement with Harry Allen, official distributors for the CASB.     There are 
regular newsletters online depicting many stamps with some of the themes replicating 
those of Royal Mail and I always find it interesting to see how other nations have 
chosen to treat the same subject matter.  
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    The 150th anniversary of the Victoria Cross issues from Nauru and Kiribati, for 
example, depict black and white battle scenes that 
had appeared in the Illustrated London News at 
the time;  while the Isle of Man has issued a set to 
commemorate the 150th anniversary of the 
National Portrait Gallery, London,  which 

comprise eight stamps that depict individuals with 
a Manx connection with the artist using a range of 
techniques, such as photography, copper 
engraving or painting, to create the portrait.  
    Enquiries: visit the CASB at www.casb.co.uk 
or the Isle of Man PO at www.gov.im/post/stamps  
 

 
Dealer Price Lists  Rushstamps has released RushExpress catalogues 58 and 59 
which comprise 96 pages each. Number 58 covers basic stamps from 1840 to date, 
plus booklets, errors cylinder blocks, Smilers sheets and the like; while number 59 
lists anything that is not basically stamps, such as FDCs, covers, packs, Cinderella 
items, strike mail, etc. 
    Enquiries: Download them at www.rushstamps.co.uk or request free copies of 
either or both price lists by writing to Rushstamps (Retail) Ltd., P O Box One, 
Lyndhurst SO43 7PP. 
 
 
Philatelic Publications   Introduction to the Stamps of Great Britain was published 
in August. The book offers tips and suggestions on starting or improving a collection 
of Great Britain stamps. Authors David Alderfer and Larry Rosenblum based their 
book on their monthly Great Britain columns in Linn's Stamp News (a USA published 
weekly stamp newspaper) on the wealth of collecting opportunities offered by British 
stamps.  
    The book is a compilation of the columns, plus new material and comprises ten 
chapters about British stamps arranged chronologically. These are devoted to the 
Machin-head definitive stamps, Machin booklets and booklet panes, 
commemoratives and postage dues, postal history and collecting tips. The book is 
lavishly illustrated with more than 350 pictures and provides a broad, yet detailed 
view of a variety of subjects, including history, printing methods, papers and 
luminescence, perforations, and stamps and culture. 
    Two fascinating and noteworthy themes are prevalent throughout the book. The 
first is the premium the British put on security and efforts to prevent counterfeiting. 
The second, according to the publicity information about the book, “is the remarkable 
restraint the British Post Office has shown through the years when it comes to issuing 

http://www.casb.co.uk/
http://www.gov.im/post/stamps
http://www.ruststamps.co.uk/


new stamps, despite being the country that issued the first adhesive stamps”. I will 
leave it to readers to make their own minds-up on this latter point! Introduction to the 
Stamps of Great Britain is available in both a hardcover and a soft-cover format from 
usual philatelic book suppliers. 
    Volume one of an important new work entitled The Encyclopaedia of the Maltese 
Cross Cancellations of Great Britain and Ireland by Professor S David Rockoff and 
Mike Jackson is due to be published ‘in 2006’, so must be imminent.  
    Enquiries: write to Mike Jackson Publications, 3 Cottesmore Avenue, Melton 
Mowbray LE13 0HY, or visit www.mjpublications.com 
 
 
RDP Update  A reminder that The Roll of Distinguished Philatelists board of election 
invites nominations for potential 2007 signatories by 31 December 2006. The Roll 
was established in 1921 by the Philatelic Congress of Great Britain with the approval 
of His Majesty King George V, who was the first signatory. 
    Enquiries: write to the Honorary Secretary to the RDP Board of Election, Dr Alan 
K Huggins, Briar Lodge, 134 Berkeley Avenue, Chesham HP5 2RT, or call him on 
01494 772359 to receive details regarding qualifications for possible candidates and a 
copy of the nomination form.  
 
 
Society Publications  The Methodist PS Newsletter for Summer 2006 continued its 
recent use of colour, which has enhanced the features within significantly. The articles 
are indispensable for anyone with an interest in Methodism in philately and include 
details of the Post Office sited within a Methodist church (Dove Holes, Buxton P O 
closed in 2004 and reopened three mornings a week within the church). Article author 
Tom Norgate notes that this was one of three offices known to have erroneously used 
violet ink in its Horizon equipment and seeks details of other locations besides Canary 
Wharf, London E14 and Hampden Park, Eastbourne. (Tom is an acknowledged 
specialist in the field of British postal automation and managed to include two of his 
interests in the one article!) Membership enquiries: Mrs Sheila Kent, Secretary MPS, 
3 Gayhurst Close, Moulton, Northampton NN3 1LQ. 
    The Postal Stationery Society’s Journal for August has appeared. It contains two 
main articles of interest to collectors of British stationery: Interpreting the History of 
GB Newspaper Wrappers and Perfins Through Postal Stationery Items: Envelopes. 
Membership Enquiries: write to Colin Baker, Secretary PSS, 4 Greenhill Gardens, 
Sutton Veny, Warminster BA12 7AY, or email him at bakercsandcr@lineone.net     
    The American Topical Association has recently submitted the July-August issue of 
its publication Topical Time. It contains six major articles: the US as a world power 
(part three), baseball on stamps, V is for Victory, WWII patriotic covers, Hutt River 
Principality and a critique of an exhibit about Tutankhamun (Tutankhamen).  
Membership enquiries: ATA Inc., 411A Lillard Road, Arlington, Texas TX76012-
3698, USA. 
    There are a number of societies based overseas that have as their subject matter the 
stamps and postal history of Great Britain, two of which regularly send us their 
journals. The German group ‘Forschungsgemeinschaft Grossbritannien E.V.’ 
publishes Rundbrief and issue 144 incorporates articles and snippets covering several 
aspects of GB collecting in its 52 A4 mainly black and white pages. It is in the 
German language and looks to be a good read (at least the pictures are interesting!) 
and there is a website based at www.fggb.de for those who wish to delve deeper or 
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join the group. As a registered society the FgGB is a worldwide organisation of 
philatelists interested in the stamps and postal history of Great Britain. Its work is 
directed mainly at German speaking collectors and for this reason all publications and 
the website (except for the Welcome page which is also available in English) relating 
to this area of collecting are in German.  
    The second publication always received is the quarterly GBCC Chronicle from the 
Great Britain Collectors’ Club of the USA. Its July issue comprises 40 black and 
white pages (in American Quarto?) and contains the usual tried-and-tested mix of 
articles about current and past stamp issues and postal history from Great Britain to 
ensure that all members are catered for within each magazine.  Membership enquiries: 
Secretary-Treasurer GBCC, Parker A Bailey, 2341 SW 86th Terrace, Davie FL33324, 
USA, or email him at pbaileyjr@comcast.net  
    If your society publishes a journal that has content that relates to British philately in 
some way, why not submit regular copies to the Editor of the Bulletin for occasional 
inclusion in Stamp Scene?  
 
(2664 words) 
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STAMP SCENE December 2006 
Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 

 
 
Post Office Vehicle Club    
The club was formed in 1962 by a group of people whose interest in the GPO fleet 
started between the wars. Since then, the organization has expanded and with the 
publication of a number of booklets on the GPO fleet and its successors, the Post 
Office and BT, interest in Post Office vehicles has grown with the club. 
    It was formed to bring together people interested in current operations and vehicle 
purchases.  Today’s new vehicles are tomorrow’s preserved vehicles and they have 
set about building up a complete historical record of all vehicles operated from 1906 
to the present day. (2006 has seen the centenary of the first GPO-owned vehicles in 
1906.) 
    POVC publishes an illustrated monthly magazine entitled Post Horn, which keeps 
members informed on current vehicle developments within Royal Mail, Parcelforce 
and BT fleets. Other regular features are details of historic vehicles discovered, 
whether for sale or restored. Special features cover a variety of related subjects 
including the transport operations of overseas Postal and Telephone administrations. 
    Annual membership rates are currently £17 (£22 Europe including Republic of 
Ireland, £28 Rest of the World) including twelve editions of Post Horn. 
    Enquiries: You can write to the group via Frank Weston, 32 Russell Way, Leighton 
Buzzard LU7 3NG, e-mail them at povehclub@aol.com, visit www.povehclub.org.uk  
or join the e-group at www.yahoogroups.com/group/povehicleclub for all the latest 
news.   
 
 
Publications  
Now available is the reprint of Post Office Stores and Telephone Vehicles. This new 
third edition includes an extra eight pages of colour photographs bringing the story up 
to 2005.  It is available at £9.95 (including postage and packing) from POVC Sales at 
124 Shenstone Avenue, Norton, Stourbridge DY8 3EJ.  Cheques should be made 
payable to the ‘Post Office Vehicle Club’. 
    A new postal stationery catalogue of Latin American countries containing 
stationery with railway and tramway motives is available. There are 550 different 
items from 22 countries listed with more than 400 illustrations. It comprises 140 
pages of A4-size, is in English and has been produced by its author Hans Eriksson. 
Price, including postage, is £20 to anywhere in Europe. A few copies of the 
catalogues Asia (£25 post-paid), Africa (£15 post-paid) and Romania (£15 post-paid) 
are also still available. Enquiries: Hans Eriksson, Storvretsvägen 141, SE-16347 
SPÅNGA, Sweden, phone +46-8-7604549, or email hans_eriksson00@hotmail.com  
 
 
London 2010   
Thanks to the wonders of the complete London Philatelist on CD, I was able to find in 
volume 69, pages 14-15,  January 1960 issue a mention of problems being 
experienced in 1960, not dissimilar to discussions currently underway regarding the 
forthcoming London 2010 exhibition. The piece states:  
“The problem of frame space has again proved difficult for the organizers of the 1960 exhibition and it is explained in The 
Second Magazine that despite careful planning and economic use of space, frames will be substantially fewer than those asked 
for by the competitors.  
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      It is true that an International Exhibition of this stature can be too small and cause disappointment among the exhibitors who 
are not allocated the number of frames they desire, although this will not affect the judging in any way for the complete entry 
will be considered by the jury and not only the portion displayed. 
      It is equally true that a philatelic exhibition covering a large area of floor space with a great many frames is not so popular 
with the collector who is disinclined to turn his visit into an endurance test, and who senses the loss of an intimate atmosphere 
which is one of the hall-marks of most philatelic gatherings.” 

    Nothing has changed 46 years on, and the question of whether large amounts of 
exhibition floor space should be used to display private collections, or whether the 
space should be used to hold more appealing (to some) features may eventually be 
solved by electronic judging. This has started to be trialled elsewhere in the world and 
I believe has great potential, especially if a small but balanced selection of winners of 
all levels is allowed to be shown at the show. (I would not approve of only gold medal 
displays for I believe that visitors need to be able to relate to what is being shown, as 
occurred with the recent British Thematic Association display at Stampex where 
many visitors examined the sheets. 
    Britain’s innovative London 2010 proposal to show half of the displays for the first 
part of the show and then to switch to the remaining classes for the rest of the 
exhibition helps, but many will still claim that too much importance is being placed 
on competitive exhibiting at all world internationals. What do readers think?  
     
 

Schedule of Events 
2006  
13 Dec Strand Stamp Fair, Galleon Suite, Royal National Hotel, Bedford Way, London WC1H 0DG.  

www.stampshows.net 
 

2007  
10 Jan, 7 Feb, 14 Mar, 11 Apr, 16 May, 13 June, 11 July, 8 Aug, 5 Sep, 10 Oct, 14 Nov, 12 Dec  Strand Stamp Fair,  

Galleon Suite, Royal National Hotel, Bedford Way, London WC1H 0DG. www.stampshows.net 
19-20 January York Stamp & Coin Fair, The Grandstand, The Racecourse, York. www.stampshows.net  
22-24 February  Philatex, The Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, Greycoat & Elverton Street, London  SW1 

www.stampshows.net 
28 Feb-4 March   Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
23-24 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
20-21 July York Stamp & Coin Fair, The Grandstand, The Racecourse, York. www.stampshows.net 
19-23 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-3 November Philatex, The Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, Greycoat & Elverton Street, London  SW1 

www.stampshows.net 
24-25 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
24-25 November  Eurothema, Carisbrooke Hall, London, running alongside Thematica II.  
 
2008  
[when?]  WIPA 2008, Vienna, Austria 
14-22 May Israel 08, Tel Aviv, Israel. 
15-22 June  Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
28-29 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL 
August  Olymphilex, Beijing, China. 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
 
2009  
6-10 May  IBRA 2009, Essen, Germany 
 
2010  
8-15 May   London 2010 Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK.  

www.london2010.org.uk  

 
 
BPMA Autumn Lectures 
Two fascinating lectures have recently been held at the British Postal Museum and 
Archive. The first related to the digitisation of the Reginald Phillips collection and its 
subsequent availability online, while the second was a presentation by Andrew 
Davidson about his design work for Royal Mail. This included his recent commission 
for the Ice Age special stamps, where attendees were able to see the original 
woodblocks and proof pulls.  
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    Enquiries: The British Postal Museum and Archive, Freeling House, Phoenix Place, 
London WC1X 0DL or visit www.postalheritage.org.uk  
 
 
CD of USA and Canadian Locals 
A press release from the Island of Pabay advises that a modern USA and Canada 
Locals Post CD is now available, which is stated to be the only information available 
today.  
    Commencing in the early 1950s it contains information on over 860 posts and if 
printed on A4 would cover over 1000 pages. Many stamps listed appear without date 
of issue or consecutive catalogue number and no prices are given because so little 
material has been made available for sale. Edited by Ralph Phillips and Alfred Jost, 
the size of the CD is 334Mb and the format is a series of Word® documents, 
accessible by most PCs.  
    Enquiries: Price for UK and Europe is £15 (Euro 20) including P&P. For recorded 
delivery within UK add £1.50. Other European destinations should add £6.50 (Euro 
10). Preferred payment method is PayPal using ID jeff@pabay.org. For credit card 
payments via PayPal use ID bpp@pabay.org. They also accept cheques drawn on UK 
clearing banks payable to Island of Pabay. Cash payments in Euros or US $ are 
acceptable, but must be sent by registered post. Orders and enquires by post should be 
sent to CD Sales, Island of Pabay, Broadford, Isle of Skye, Scotland IV49 9BP. 
 
 
Society Publications 
A round-up of recent philatelic publications received at our offices. 
Orbit is the journal of the Astro Space Stamp Society. Membership enquiries: Brian J 
Lockyer, 21 Exford Close, Weston-Super-Mare BS23 RE. 
The GB Journal and The GBPS Newsletter are both published by the Great Britain 
Philatelic Society. Membership enquiries: Peter Tanner, Highstandings, 13 St 
Hubert's Close, Gerrards Cross SL9 7EN. 
ABPS News is the official magazine of the Association of British Philatelic Societies. 
Membership enquiries: ABPS, PO Box 199, Thetford IP24 3WX. 
Topical Time and Themescene cover thematic collecting from an American and a 
British perspective respectively. Membership enquiries: American Topical 
Association Inc., 411A  Lillard Road, Arlington, TX76012-3698.  British Thematic 
Association, 71 Churchward Avenue, Swindon SN2 1NW. 
The I&BPS Newsletter exists for members past and present of the financial services 
industry. Membership enquiries: Brian Sole FRPSL, 3 Stockfield Road, Claygate, 
Esher KT10 0QG. 
The Coros Journal is the quarterly journal of the collectors of Religion on stamps. 
Membership enquiries: Mrs Verna Shackleton, 425 N Linwood Avenue #110, 
Appleton WI54914-3476, USA. 
 
(1543 Words)  
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Schedule of Events 
2007  
10 Jan, 7 Feb, 14 Mar, 11 Apr, 16 May, 13 June, 11 July, 8 Aug, 5 Sep, 10 Oct, 14 Nov, 12 Dec  Strand Stamp Fair,  

Galleon Suite, Royal National Hotel, Bedford Way, London WC1H 0DG. www.stampshows.net 
19-20 January York Stamp & Coin Fair, The Grandstand, The Racecourse, York. www.stampshows.net  
22-24 February  Philatex, The Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, Greycoat & Elverton Street, London  SW1 

www.stampshows.net 
28 Feb-4 March   Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
23-24 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
20-21 July York Stamp & Coin Fair, The Grandstand, The Racecourse, York. www.stampshows.net 
19-23 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-3 November Philatex, The Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, Greycoat & Elverton Street, London  SW1 

www.stampshows.net 
23-24 November ABPS National Exhibition and Congress, Fairfield Halls, Croydon. 
24-25 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
24-25 November  Eurothema, Carisbrooke Hall, London, running alongside Thematica II.  
 
2008  
14-22 May Israel 2008, Tel Aviv, Israel. 
20-28 June  Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
28-29 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL 
August  Olymphilex, Beijing, China.  
18-21 September WIPA 2008, Vienna, Austria 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
 
2009  
6-10 May  IBRA 2009, Essen, Germany 
 
2010  
8-15 May   London 2010 Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK.  

www.london2010.org.uk  

 
 
BPMA Lecture The Post Office has helped shape London, just as London has shaped 
the Post Office.  On 7 November a large audience joined communications historian 
Neil Johannessen on an illustrated journey from Telephone Place to Post Office Way 
(via Telegraph Street and Poets' Corner) during which he discussed some of the many 
links between the growth of the modern Post Office and our world-city capital. 
    Until quite recently I had worked in the marketing department of HSBC, which in 
1992 had taken over Midland Bank. Every effort was made to remove the old 
Midland brand from the high street, but there are still tell-tale signs of the old 
company visible today to those who know what to look for. It is perhaps not 
surmising, therefore, that remnants of the GPO are still visible in our environment 
today, albeit that the brand was officially eliminated on 1 October 1969 when the 
government department became a public corporation.  
    When next in London, look on the ground, at eye-level and high-up on buildings to 
see telegraph poles, telephone manhole covers, street name plates with district codes 
(E17, EC1 etc), a posting suite at Euston station, a power station on Bankside and 
several other examples of the GPO. Yes, they are getting fewer and fewer as the years 
roll on, but I for one will enjoy the chance to add a new dimension to my regular city 
walks and will be sure to take my camera.  
    Although the talk was restricted to London, the GPO was nationwide, of course, 
and so wherever you live in the British Isles there is the chance to play along. This 
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was a fascinating evening, made all the more interesting by Neil’s obvious love and 
strong understanding of his subject. 
    Enquiries: The British Postal Museum and Archive, Freeling House, Phoenix Place, 
London WC1X 0DL or visit www.postalheritage.org.uk 
 
 
Save the Front Page  30,000 people from all walks of life use the national newspaper 
collection every year. The British Library is acting to give people better access to this 
‘first draft of history’ – and to preserve it for future generations. It is recognised as the 
finest newspaper collection in the world and comprises some 52,000 titles, which is 
expanding at the rate of 13,000 newspapers a month under the Legal Deposit scheme. 
    BL is working towards providing a newspaper service at St Pancras, improving 
storage facilities for the collection and enabling online access, all of which will 
guarantee continued availability for the future. 
    Philatelists should not ignore this treasure trove of information when producing 
appropriate philatelic literature and if you want to use the newspaper reading rooms 
contact: British Library Newspapers, Colindale Avenue, London NW9 5HE, email 
newspaper@bl.uk or telephone 020 7412 7353. 
 
 
USPS Vending Machines  The United States Postal Service has recently announced 
that it is phasing-out most of its stamp vending machines (SVMs). This will leave just 
1300 single-stamp machines at Post Offices identified as having the largest population 
of customers who make small cash transactions.  
    The main reason the machines are being phased out is that their age is making them 
difficult to maintain and find sufficient replacement parts for. The single-stamp 
machines, however, have fewer parts than the larger machines and that makes them 
easier to maintain and keep in good order to continue serving customers well into the 
future.  
    The US Postal Service's version of an ATM for customers, the Automated Postal 
Center (APC) is the SVM replacement and provides a quick, easy and convenient way 
for customers to weigh, calculate and apply exact postage, and ship Express Mail and 
Priority Mail items, packages and First-Class letters right at the kiosks. They also 
provide easy access to postal products and services the same way ATMs provide 
access to banking services. 
    APCs began appearing in Post Office lobbies in April 2004 as part of an ongoing 
effort to expand the reach of products and services to the mailing public. There are 
now a total of 2,500 - at least one in each state - in place.  
    Australia and our own Post Office both recently undertook similar machine 
withdrawal exercises and several other countries have withdrawn their Frama label 
machines, all for much the same reasons as the Americans – cost and spare part 
availability.  
 
 
New Publication   Volume 18 of the Essential Guide to the Great Britain Line 
Engraved 1d and 2d stars 1840 to 1864 has recently become available. It covers the 
Two Pence value – Die 1 Plates 1 to 6 Addenda and Corrigenda to the whole series 
and includes photographic reproductions as complete reconstructed sheets from the 
late C F Denby Marshall collection. 

http://www.postalheritage.org.uk/
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    The late Kenneth William Statham was the compiler and the 224 pages and over 
745 diagrams illustrating each recorded variety make this an essential purchase for 
those with an interest in this subject. It is priced at £100, plus postage and packing. 
    Enquiries: For a sample in the form of Black Plate 3 (from volume 2) and a page 
from the Plating Summary contact Eric Paul Ltd., P O Box 44, Marple SK6 7EE, 
telephone 0161 427 2101, email ericsyrett@ericpaulltd.fsnet.co.uk or go to 
www.ericpaul.co.uk  
 
 
Canadian Stamp Poll  Royal Mail is not alone in running a stamp poll each year as 
the Canadian Stamp News held its 16th poll, which saw over 2000 collectors give their 
views on what they liked and disliked about the 2005 stamp programme.  
    The three favourite stamps were the Homer Watson MS (with 12.8% of total vote), 
Daffodils and Biosphere Reserves. Least liked – or “what’s out?”, as they put it – 
were the TD Bank Financial Group (with 20.7% of the vote), MacLean’s and Youth 
Sports issues.  
    The conclusion was that Canadians “can get pretty passionate about their stamps”. 
 
 
Keeping you Posted! This is the new title for Sorted! and is the second issue of the 
free magazine available from all Post Offices. There is less of interest within its 92 A5 
pages to the collector, but it does have a feature on the Victoria Cross stamp issue. 
What it does do is to highlight the sheer extent of what you can now buy or transact 
within a Post Office branch. Pick-up a copy today.  
 
 
Brian Janes   Brian retired at the end of last month after having been employed for 
36 years by Harrison and Sons (from where he reached the level of Works Director), 
he then spent almost five years at De La Rue (following their purchase of Harrison’s) 
and finally worked five years with Walsall Security Printers (in the role of Special 
Accounts Manager).  
    Some readers will be familiar with Brian’s name, as he has always been a good 
friend to collectors and was always willing to share his considerable knowledge, so 
long as it did not infringe the security and confidentiality requirements that surround 
the production of postage stamps, of course. Readers will recall that only recently he 
was able to provide fascinating information relating to the photograph utilised on the 
front cover of my British Stamp Printers booklet produced for Bulletin readers. 
    On behalf of the many collectors who knew Brian and from all of the stamp 
production team at Royal Mail with whom he worked closely over many years, I wish 
Brian a long and happy retirement playing golf and spending more time with his 
family.  
    Brian’s role at WSP has been filled by Paul Singleton, who once worked at the 
House of Questa and is a current member of Royal Mail’s Stamp Advisory 
Committee. 
    A more extensive report by me that records reminiscences of Brian’s 46 years in 
the stamp printing industry will appear in a forthcoming issue of The Bookmark, the 
journal of the Modern British Philatelic Circle. MBPC membership enquiries: Tony 
Wilkins, 3 Buttermere Close, Brierley Hill DY5 3SD, or e-mail: tony.wilkins@mbp-
circle.co.uk   
(1600 words) 
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Schedule of Events 
2007  
7 Feb, 14 Mar, 11 Apr, 16 May, 13 June, 11 July, 8 Aug, 5 Sep, 10 Oct, 14 Nov, 12 Dec  Strand Stamp Fair,  

Galleon Suite, Royal National Hotel, Bedford Way, London WC1H 0DG. www.stampshows.net 
19-20 January York Stamp & Coin Fair, The Grandstand, The Racecourse, York. www.stampshows.net  
22-24 February  Philatex, The Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, Greycoat & Elverton Street, London  SW1 

www.stampshows.net 
28 Feb-4 March   Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
23-24 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
20-21 July York Stamp & Coin Fair, The Grandstand, The Racecourse, York. www.stampshows.net 
19-22 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-3 November Philatex, The Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, Greycoat & Elverton Street, London  SW1 

www.stampshows.net 
23-24 November ABPS National Exhibition and Congress, Fairfield Halls, Croydon. 
24-25 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
24-25 November  Eurothema, Carisbrooke Hall, London, running alongside Thematica II.  
 
2008  
27 Feb -1 March Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
14-22 May Israel 2008, Tel Aviv, Israel. 
20-28 June  Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
28-29 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL 
August  Olymphilex, Beijing, China.  
17-20 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
18-21 September WIPA 2008, Vienna, Austria 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
 
2009  
25-28 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
6-10 May  IBRA 2009, Essen, Germany 
16-19 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
 
 
2010  
24-27 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
8-15 May   London 2010 Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK.  

www.london2010.org.uk  
15-18 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 

 

 
 
Torquay 2006  Further to John Holman’s report on the successful ABPS 
National Stamp Exhibition held last November, I record below details 
relating to four of the exhibits that I especially enjoyed viewing.. 
    Steve Boorn’s International Thematic The Heart is Life (winner of a 
Gold medal, plus no less than three Special Awards) tells a very personal 
story, with a poignant prologue and epilogue about his receipt of a 
transplanted heart. I have seen this exhibit progress over several years and 
Steve has always been willing to listen to anyone and everyone’s advice 
about exhibiting, taking the best comments and incorporating them into 
his display. It has certainly paid-off big time. 
    It was good to see Cinderella’s on display at Torquay, as I have always 
stated that I believe that this is a collecting area that is rich in 
possibilities. Due to my long association with the National (previously 
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Junior) Philatelic Society, Eric Rust’s display The Ideal Stamp was of 
particular interest to me. Over 48 pages he showed what must be as 
complete a collection of this material from the 1912/3 shows in London 
and Paris as can be formed. A well deserved Vermeil medal was awarded 
by the jury. 
    The Inter-Federation exhibits (three allowed per region) came from 
around half of those eligible, showing impressive support for the first ‘all 
classes’ National show to be held outside of London. Despite Kent 
winning the ABPS trophy, it was the displays from the North-East that 
were my personal favourites. These covered Pre-Decimal Machin 
Definitives 1967-71, Censorship at St Helena during the Anglo-Boer 
War, and From Foot to Rail: the Development of Mail in and through 
Fife. 
    The exhibit by Michael Oliver in the International Traditional class 
won a Large Vermeil medal and covered the story of The De La Rue 
Colonial Key Plate Issues in five frames. The ingenuity of DLR whereby 
they had created generic stamp designs that simply needed the name of 
the colony and stamp face value to be inserted is undoubted. I had not 
appreciated, though, that these Key Plates had continued in use through 
six reigns to 1954, with the Leeward Islands having examples from QV to 
QEII. 
    The very high standard of exhibits and the great support for the 
competitions at Torquay 2006 augers well for the future of these shows 
and I look forward to the Croydon event to be held 23-24 November at 
the Fairfield Halls.  
    Enquiries: Exhibiting details for Croydon 2007 are available from 
Allan Jones (adult classes) on 01322 522916, email 
allan@jones2888.freeserve.co.uk, or Richard West (Youth 
Championships) on 020 8644 7834, email richjwest@btinternet.com   
 
 
Post Buses As the number of post bus services in the UK continues to 
decline as its 40th anniversary approaches, the Swiss postal service has 
recently celebrated the centenary of its buses with a special event in the 
Bernese municipality of Aarberg.  A report in GSM stated that 
“Switzerland without post buses is unimaginable”. What a shame that we 
do not hold our own buses in the same esteem as they do in Switzerland – 
perhaps their love affair with the motor car is not so strong?   
    A whole range of post bus souvenirs are available from the Swiss shop 
located at www.postbus.ch/en/index_pag/pag_bestellen_shop/pag_postauto_shop.htm 
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Spring Stampex 2007 The now customary Business Customised Sheet 
will be on sale on the theme of well known, (and some not so well 
known), innovators and inventors.  
    The people celebrated are Sir Alexander Fleming, Sir George Caley, 
John Logie Baird, Sir William Hillary, William Caxton, Sir Rowland 
Hill, Sir Frank Whittle, Florence Nightingale, Percy Shaw and Richard 
Trevithick. Each person is shown on labels alongside the “Thanks” 
Hallmark water-activated stamp design and the margin illustrates some of 
their many achievements. Sheet price not yet announced.  
    Number 12 in the series of free postcards will be made available to 
visitors, although the subject matter had not been chosen at the time of 
going to press. 
 
 
NPS Library Closure  NPSL will be relocating during March to new 
premises and an announcement as to where this will be is imminent. 
Meanwhile, the amount of work needed to log, sort and shift three floors 
of material dating back to the 1860s is enormous and it is therefore 
necessary to close the library until April.   
    Every effort will be made for it to be accessible for both borrowing and 
returning books that are out on loan during NPS meeting days, but this 
will be subject to compliance with Health and Safety regulations and 
browsing will not be possible. Books may also be returned during 
weekday NPS office hours, but unfortunately the library will not be open. 
    It is recognised that this will be a disappointment to some collectors 
who regularly use the library, but it simply not practical to be open while 
undertaking the packing – and I should know, as I am the Librarian who 
is project managing the move! 
 
 
Book Review THE DUBLIN FIND: The Most Important Stamp Find in 
GB Philately  The sub-title of this book claims a great deal and so it was 
with some curiosity and, dare I say, not a little doubt that it could be the 
most important British stamp find, that I started reading, for I was only 
vaguely familiar with the discovery. In no time at all I was hooked!  
    Written jointly by Don Madden and Karl Louis, this is a tale of intrigue 
and secret stamp dealing by the Post Office at the very beginning of the 
20th century; and a modern investigation into where the stamps may have 
ended up. 
    The first part of this publication was written by Don Madden and 
examines the background to the Dublin Find, describing how in 1899 
various stamps and postal stationery dating from the 1840s were 
apparently found at the Dublin and Edinburgh post offices, and possibly 



London as well. Leading officials in the Post Office decided to try to 
obtain as much money for these as they could on the philatelic market, 
but instead of openly admitting who was actually selling the material, 
they arranged for Post Office employees to sell the stamps at auction 
under their own names. It is a story of cover-ups, undercover agents, 
death under ‘extra-ordinary circumstances’, ‘…a rather slippery 
person…’, incarceration, in fact many of the requirements of a good 
novel, but this is a factual work, not fiction. 
    This first section includes some 34 photographs, memorandums, letters 
and the like, together with tables, references and acknowledgements that 
all help to explain the story and the characters involved.  
    Part two of the book was written by Karl Louis and investigates what 
has happened to the philatelic items since their discovery. There are 76 
separate pieces illustrated (mostly pairs or blocks), together with eight 
diagrams of where these singles or blocks of stamps came from in each 
sheet and who has owned, or now owns, them (i.e. their attribution, such 
as the 1841 Penny Red, plate 9, top left block of 18 ‘1938: de Worms. 
Now: BPMA’).  
    Several original source files held at BPMA were consulted and these 
were considered to be the most important for research as they provided 
‘hard facts’.  Photographic illustrations from the Earl of Crawford’s 
collection and photographs held by RPSL’s Expert Committee also 
helped to piece together the jigsaw. Karl’s Card Index Register of 
multiples was also of immense use, and his reconstruction of the 1840 
line-engraved Crawford sheets saw the award of the Tapling Medal 
following publication of the results of his study in The London Philatelist 
for January 2005. 
    Douglas N Muir, Curator, Philately, British Postal Museum & Archive 
states in his Foreword: ‘I am a great believer in documents contemporary 
to the events being described . . . This can be clearly seen here in Don 
Madden’s account of the history of the ‘find’ . . . An excellent study based 
on very extensive research . . . Karl Louis’s reconstructions of the 
material from subsequent sales of broken down sheets is a remarkable 
achievement.’   
    This is a valuable addition to the philately of Great Britain and a truly 
great read, dispelling any non-collectors’ doubts about the hobby being 
boring! I therefore heartily recommend that Bulletin readers purchase a 
copy while they are still available. 
    Enquiries: Available from Mike Jackson Publications, 3 Cottesmore 
Avenue, Melton Mowbray LE13 0HY, or visit www.mjpublications.com 
It is A4, has full-colour soft covers, vi+45 illustrated pages + 15 pages of 
relevant advertising and bears a retail price of £15, plus postage & 

http://www.mjpublications.com/


packing: Inland £2.00; Europe (air) £3; Rest of world (air) £5, (surface) 
£3. 
 
 
Society Periodicals Three GB-related periodicals are to hand. Firstly, the 
Great Britain Philatelic Society has issued its November/December 
publications.  The GB Journal contains features, some in colour, relating 
to KGVI Emergency Stamps, QV 1/2d Stamp, HMS Atlanta and the 
Bermuda Triangle, Even More Seahorse Discoveries and the Index to 
volume 44. The GBPS Newsletter contains its popular mix of smaller 
features on many aspects of the world of collecting British philatelic 
material including the VR Penny Black, KGVI Coronation, GBPS 1966 
Exhibition and four features on cancellations.  

    Enquiries: GBPS Membership Secretary, Peter Tanner, Highstandings, 
13 St Hubert's Close, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 7EN, or e-mail 
peter@ltanner.freeserve.co.uk 

    Britannia News is the publication of the Studiegroep Britannia, now in 
its 37th year of operation. The December 2006 issue of their journal 
includes features on many varied aspects of GB collecting and, despite 
being written in the Dutch language, is worth obtaining for its extensive 
illustrations alone and if you can either read Dutch or you have the 
technology to type the text into an online text translator there is much to 
discover. 

    Enquiries: Secretary SGB, P R de Rooij, Verlengde Horstlaan 4, 3971 
MP Driebergen-Rijsenburg, Netherlands, email p.de.rooij@inter.nl.net or 
visit www.sgbritannia.nl  

 
(1950 words) 

mailto:peter@ltanner.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:p.de.rooij@inter.nl.net
http://www.sgbritannia.nl/


STAMP SCENE  
March 2007 

Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 
 
 
Cavendish Auctions  Cavendish’s 8-9 March auction sale will include 
collections from five world-renowned postal historians from Britain, 
USA and The Netherlands.  
    These collections cover World War II Worldwide and Later Military 
Mail in 120 volumes ex John Daynes, British and Transatlantic Mail 
from the late Charles Hahn’s collection, Southampton Inland/Maritime 
Mails as collected by the late Bryan Hunt, the Robert Johnson collection 
of Worldwide “Beyond the Letter Box” Postal Ephemera,  and finally the 
Enschede Collection of World War I Censorship Mails belonging to Hans 
Aitinks.  
    Enquiries: Contact Cavendish Auctions, Cavendish House, 153-157 
London Road, Derby DE1 2SY, or telephone 01332 250970. 
 
 
L&P Stamp Club The London and Provincial Stamp Club has published 
its Programme for 2007, which includes displays on Bhutan, Falkland 
Islands, the annual competitions and a Christmas meeting, plus two 
auctions and bourses.  
    Founded in 1946 and incorporating the City of London Philatelic 
Society, the society calls itself “The friendly club for the average 
collector”. Subscriptions are just £5 per annum and members receive a 
quarterly bulletin and printed auction catalogues in addition to the 
auctions and bourses, plus three circulating packets covering GB, 
Commonwealth and foreign countries. 
    The latest newsletter contains a thought-provoking piece by the 
chairman of the club, Stuart Henderson, who poses the question “Where 
are all the collectors going?”. He recalls how at Stampex in the 1960s 
there was standing room only at dealer’s stands and recounts how the 
aisles were packed with hundreds of collectors – including many under 
40 years of age, unlike now. Stuart has noticed the “sharp decline” in the 
past couple of years and asks “will there be anyone out there to buy my 
collections when I want to sell them sometime during the next 20 years”. 
    Membership details are available from the L&P Secretary, Leo 
Martini-Browne, Cardinham House, Whitehall, Stronsay, Orkney KW17 
2AR. 
 
 



Dealer Information Candlish McCleery Ltd publishes an interesting 12 
page monthly sales listing of British material for sale, including four 
pages of illustrations. All periods are covered with emphasis on the pre-
QEII era, not that the current reign is ignored.   
    Enquiries: Write to P O Box 2, Hanley Castle, Worcester WR8 0ZF, 
telephone 01684 311771, email ross@candlsihmccleery.co,  or go to 
www.candlsihmccleery.com where the latest issue is online. 
    Peter Rapp AG of Switzerland has been a significant stamp auction 
house for 35 years, with one of the highest turnovers. Thousands of 
collectors, investors and groups of inheritors have entrusted their 
philatelic treasures to the company.  The first sale was in 1971, achieving 
revenue of 720,000 CHF, and the company has sold stamps, covers and 
collections worth a total of 400 million CHF to date.  
    Enquiries: On their homepage www.rapp-auktionen.ch you can find a 
detailed, profusely illustrated preview of the exclusive offers of their 
major 35th anniversary auction, to be held from 7 to 11 May 2007.  
 
Jersey Stamps The Jersey Post Office issued on the 6th of this month a 
set of four stamps celebrating the 100th anniversary of the Scouting 
movement, which also covered the annual Europa theme. The stamps are 
sold as singles, but collectors are encouraged to buy complete sheets of 
ten and are rewarded with attractive marginal designs that enhance the 
theme greatly. Sets cost £1.87, packs or FDCs £2.72 and sheets of ten 
£18.70, plus postage and packing. 
    April will see a set of stamps on countryside animals and in June a set 
depicting garden birds will be issued. A continuation of the latest wild 
flowers definitive series is due later in the year. 
    Enquiries: Jersey Philatelic Bureau, Postal Headquarters, Jersey JE1 
1AB, email stamps@jerseypost.com or visit www.jerseystamps.com   
 
SEPAC On 1 October 2007, the Small European Postal Administrations 
Cooperation will issue their first stamp issue in the new SEPAC 
collection. Scenery is the chosen theme for 2007 and 11 of the 12 
member countries will each interpret the subject in their own way. The 
12th country – San Marino – is not issuing a set this year.  
    Look out also for a ‘Beautiful Corners of Europe’ joint issue folder 
containing one stamp from each of the 11 participants, namely Aland, 
Faroes, Gibraltar, Greenland, Guernsey, Iceland, Isle of Man, Jersey, 
Liechtenstein, Malta and Monaco.  
    Further SEPAC joint issues are scheduled for 2009 and 2011 when San 
Marino and any additional new SEPAC member post offices may 
participate. 
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Schedule of Events 
Midpex 2007 This regular show will be held on Saturday 30 June 2007 at 
the Midland Sports Centre for the Disabled, Cromwell Lane, Tile Hill, 
Coventry. Many societies will be showcased and lots of dealers have 
already registered to attend, so it promises to be a successful event, as 
usual.  
Enquiries: Secretary - Colin Searle searlec@gmail.com, Specialist 
Society Co-ordinator  -  John Barker johnhbarker@btinternet.com,             
Dealer Co-ordinator)   Ray Clegg lawherne@onetel.com  
 
ABPS at Harrogate  Between 3-8 May 2008, the ABPS will be holding 
its 8th annual national philatelic exhibition at the Harrogate International 
Centre, Hall Q, Kings Road and the simultaneous Philatelic Congress of 
Great Britain at the adjacent Holiday Inn Hotel.  
    There will be 500+ frames of material on display, plus over 80 dealer 
stands. This show will be the final opportunity for exhibitors to qualify 
for the London 2010 international exhibition. 
    Enquiries: www.harrogate2008.org.uk or contact Richard and Yvonne Wheatley 
on 0113 260 1978 or email them at richyv2@supanet.com  
 
WIPA 08  This International Stamp Exhibition will be held from 18 to 21 
September 2008 at the Austria Centre, Vienna, under recognition by FIP 
and the patronage of FEPA.  It will have twelve competitive classes, 
namely  Class   (1) Traditional Philately, (2) Postal History, (3) Postal  
stationery, (4) Thematic Philately, (5) Maximaphilie, (6) Aerophilately, 
(7) Astrophilately, (8) Revenue Class, (9) Youth Philately [collectors in 4 
age groups to age 21 at 1 Jan 2007], (10) Open Class, (11) Philatelic 
Literature and (12) One frame class [12 sheets]. 
    The frames will hold 12 sheets. Entrants with exhibits that have been 
awarded a Vermeil medal or less at an International exhibition, or are first 
time International entrants, will be allocated 7 frames (84 sheets). 
Entrants with exhibits that have been awarded a Large Vermeil medal, or 
above, at a F.I.P. exhibition, or at a Continental Federation exhibition, 
will be allocated 11 frames (132 sheets).  The qualification for Youth 
exhibitors is a Silver-Bronze medal at National level and for Literature 
entrants, a Silver medal at National level. 
    Enquiries: Bulletin 1 and an entry form are available from Brian Sole, 
UK Commissioner WIPA08, 3 Stockfield Road, Claygate, Esher, Surrey 
KT10 0QG.  Please enclose £1 in postage stamps. Completed entry forms 
should be returned to the UK Commissioner no later than 30 October 
2007, although early responses would be appreciated. 
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2007  
14 Mar, 11 Apr, 16 May, 13 June, 11 July, 8 Aug, 5 Sep, 10 Oct, 14 Nov, 12 Dec  Strand Stamp Fair,  

Galleon Suite, Royal National Hotel, Bedford Way, London WC1H 0DG. www.stampshows.net 
23-24 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
30 June  Midpex 2007, Midland Sports Centre for the Disabled, Tile Hill, Coventry. www.midpex.co.uk  
20-21 July York Stamp & Coin Fair, The Grandstand, The Racecourse, York. www.stampshows.net 
19-22 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-3 November Philatex, The Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, Greycoat & Elverton Street, London  SW1 

www.stampshows.net 
23-24 November ABPS National Exhibition and Congress, Fairfield Halls, Croydon. 
24-25 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
24-25 November  Eurothema, Carisbrooke Hall, London, running alongside Thematica II.  
 
2008  
27 Feb -1 March Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
2-3 May  Harrogate 2008, Harrogate www.harrogate2008.org.uk  
14-22 May Israel 2008, Tel Aviv, Israel. 
20-28 June  Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
28-29 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL 
August  Olymphilex, Beijing, China.  
17-20 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
18-21 September WIPA 2008, Vienna, Austria 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
 
2009  
25-28 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
6-10 May  IBRA 2009, Essen, Germany 
16-19 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
 
 
2010  
24-27 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
8-15 May   London 2010 Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK.  

www.london2010.org.uk  
15-18 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 

 
 
Royal Philatelic Society London Events It has been a hectic period for 
RPSL, with maintenance work to the building, its continuing programme 
of displays and the recent ‘Royal’ exhibition. 
    Royal Centenary Exhibition. The Philatelic Society, London was 
founded in 1869 and was granted the right to use the prefix ‘Royal’ in 
November 1906. As 2006 marked the centenary of this event, a three-day 
exhibition was held.  Thursday 7 December 2006 was reserved for 
fellows and numbers, concluding with the President’s reception. The 
exhibition was open free of charge to members of the public for the final 
two days. 
    A superb 40-page colour brochure was given to visitors and all 
members and fellows, providing comprehensive details about the items 
on display, the history of the Society and the facilities it has to offer. 
    The highlight of the exhibition was the display of material from the 
collection of Her Majesty The Queen, from the Society’s collections and 
from members by invitation. The first frame containing the ‘Sandeman 
Port’ letter, which bears a 1d black tied by a complete red Maltese Cross 
and a Lombard Street Maltese Cross dated 6 May 1840 from the 
Holyoake Collection, set the tone. This was followed by frames dealing 

http://www.stampshows.net/
http://www.midpex.co.uk/
http://www.stampshows.net/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.stampshows.net/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.harrogate2008.org.uk/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.london2010.org.uk/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/


with the ‘Birth of Stamp Collecting’ and the use of the Royal portrait in 
British, foreign and colonial stamp design, plus many other fine displays 
too numerous to include within this brief report.  
    The curator of the museum was given space to display many 
fascinating items, there was a rare opportunity to gain an insight into the 
activities of the Expert Committee, a display of Society publications past 
and present. Probably the most ambitious publishing project undertaken 
recently by the Society was the scanning of each page of The London 
Philatelist, the Society’s journal, onto 12 CDs.   
    Approximately 500 visitors attended over the three days and was a 
very successful venture, certainly a worthy way of celebrating the 
Society’s ‘Royal’ centenary. It is hoped that many new members may 
result, as feedback from the public was extremely enthusiastic. 
 
    Caledonian PS Display.  In 1906, stamp collectors met in Glasgow to 
consider the formation of a philatelic society, electing to be called ‘The 
Junior Philatelic Society of Scotland’. In 1930 it changed its name to 
‘The Caledonian Philatelic Society’ and has played an active role in the 
philatelic world ever since, including acting as hosts to this year’s 
Philatelic Congress of Great Britain.  
    On 30 November 2006 a centenary display was given to The Royal 
Philatelic Society, London with thirty-one members contributing to a 52-
frame display which covered 35 different themes. The Society produced a 
catalogue of the items displayed on which a Scottish Regional First Class 
stamp had been cancelled by a special St. Andrews Day postmark. 
    The displays included postal history, stamps, thematics, postal 
stationery, airmails, forgeries and correspondence from well known 
historic figures in the world of philately. While a third of the displays 
related to subjects connected with Scotland, there was a good 
representation of material from other countries, which included Greece, 
Russia, Malawi, the Netherlands, Saudi Arabia and Zanzibar. 
 
    75 Fellows and Members of The Royal and 6 guests attended the 
meeting and nine members of the Caledonian Society came from 
Glasgow to support their display.  
 
    These two reports have been distilled from information supplied by 
Michael Pitt-Payne, RPSLs new Press and Publicity Officer, to whom my 
thanks are extended. 
 
(2000 words) 



STAMP SCENE  
April 2007 

Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 
 
Australian Ashes Win  Australia Post has celebrated the convincing 5-0 
Ashes Cricket series win over England by issuing two stamps, a 
Miniature Sheet, 2xFDC, 2xMaxi-Cards, a coin and stamp cover (PNC), 
an ‘Urn Returns’ stamp pack, 2x‘cheque book’ stamp booklets and 
2xSheetlets of 5 stamps. The total cost of this collection for a ‘one of 
everything’ collector amounts to A$283.30, or a princely £113.16.  
 
 
Stamp Events Listing 
2007  
11 Apr, 16 May, 13 June, 11 July, 8 Aug, 5 Sep, 10 Oct, 14 Nov, 12 Dec  Strand Stamp Fair,  

Galleon Suite, Royal National Hotel, Bedford Way, London WC1H 0DG. www.stampshows.net 
23-24 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
30 June  Midpex 2007, Midland Sports Centre for the Disabled, Tile Hill, Coventry. www.midpex.co.uk  
20-21 July York Stamp & Coin Fair, The Grandstand, The Racecourse, York. www.stampshows.net 
19-22 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-3 November Philatex, The Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, Greycoat & Elverton Street, London  SW1 

www.stampshows.net 
23-24 November ABPS National Exhibition and Congress, Fairfield Halls, Croydon. 
24-25 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
24-25 November  Eurothema, Carisbrooke Hall, London, running alongside Thematica II.  
 
2008  
27 Feb -1 March Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
2-3 May  Harrogate 2008, Harrogate www.harrogate2008.org.uk  
14-22 May Israel 2008, Tel Aviv, Israel. 
20-28 June  Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
28-29 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL 
August  Olymphilex, Beijing, China.  
17-20 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
18-21 September WIPA 2008, Vienna, Austria 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
 
2009  
25-28 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
6-10 May  IBRA 2009, Essen, Germany 
16-19 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
 
2010  
24-27 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
8-15 May   London 2010 Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK.  

www.london2010.org.uk  
15-18 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 

 
 
Brian Janes   Brian retired at the end of January after having been 
employed for 31 years by Harrison and Sons,  from where he reached the 
level of Works Director, he then spent almost five years at De La Rue 
following their purchase of Harrison  and Sons  and finally worked five 
years with Walsall Security Printers in the role of Special Accounts 
Manager.  
    Some readers will be familiar with Brian’s name, as he has always 
been a good friend to collectors and was always willing to share his 
considerable knowledge, so long as it did not infringe the security and 
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confidentiality requirements that surround the production of postage 
stamps. Readers will recall that only recently he was able to provide 
fascinating information relating to the photograph utilised on the front 
cover of my British Stamp Printers booklet produced for Bulletin readers. 
On behalf of the many collectors who knew Brian and from all of the 
stamp production team at Royal Mail with whom he worked closely over 
many years, I wish Brian a long and happy retirement playing golf and 
spending more time with his family.  
    Brian’s role at WSP has been filled by Paul Singleton, who once 
worked at the House of Questa and is a current member of Royal Mail’s 
Stamp Advisory Committee. 
 
 
Pierron’s Publications There are three excellent reference works 
available to collectors of modern British and Commonwealth errors and 
trial material. 
 
    Pierron’s Online Catalogue  This catalogue contains images, quantities 
and values of all recorded modern GB and Commonwealth missing 
colour errors. Updates are made constantly (almost daily) to reflect dealer 
and auction prices, new finds, additional error and variety types and the 
latest research. There are already over 1400 varieties, 3000 images and 
74,000 words on the site and it is a valuable new addition to the 
collectors’ arsenal of available information about the errors scene.  
    Enquiries: visit www.errors.info from where new users must register. 
Enter your email address, choose a password and click to register. You'll 
have 30 days of unrestricted access and thereafter viewable information 
relating to errors will be limited. Full access can be restored by 
purchasing a year's subscription for a modest £9.95 (€15, USD $18). 
 
    Pierron’s Modern Great Britain Errors & Varieties is an electronic 
book (e-book) available for browsing on your computer and sold as a CD. 
It features everything covered in the 2005 Catalogue of Great Britain 
Stamp Errors and Varieties, plus the very latest finds, quantities and 
values, benefiting from over 600 updates. 
    Like the 2005 printed catalogue, the digital version features more than 
550 pages, 13 colour-coded sections and detailed descriptions and market 
valuations of over 2,800 modern GB errors and varieties presented as 
PDF pages. Due to smart use of bookmarks and links, it is possible to 
navigate to areas of interest rapidly. Furthermore, pages can be magnified 
to 400% without any loss of image detail and pages can be printed-out in 
high resolution. 

http://www.errors.info/


    Enquiries: The CD is priced at £14.95 (€22, US$28), while the printed 
book is £49.95 (€72, US$96). There is free postage if residing within the 
UK. Orders for the CD or book can be placed via orders@bacchic.com 
and PayPal is an accepted means of payment making it especially easy for 
overseas collectors. 
 
 
Publications  The first ever postal guide published in 1562 has been 
reprinted in the British Virgin Islands by Dr. Giorgio Migliavacca, who 
states in his press release: “This modern reprint of the 1562 postal guide 
makes this important book in the history of travel and communications 
easily available to 21st century readers and scholars”.  
    Enquiries: No price is given, but copies are available from Dr Giorgio 
Migliavacca, P O Box 7007, St Thomas VI, 00801-0007 USA. 
 
Banknote Security The Bank of England museum currently has an on 
display an exhibition entitled ‘Security by Design’, which runs until 26 
October between the hours of 10:00 and 17:00 Mon-Fri. 
    The bank has designed and issued banknotes for more than three 
centuries making it the longest continuous issuer of paper money in the 
world. Over time, the designs for its notes have incorporated details and 
devices, some obvious others less so, to make them very hard to copy. 
This exhibition looks at how these designs have evolved into today’s 
banknotes. 
    Enquiries: www.bankofengland.co.uk/museum or call 020 7601 
5545. The museum is located in Bartholomew Lane, London EC2R 8AH 
close to Bank underground, after which the station is named.  Admission 
is free. 
     
 
Croydon 2007 Entry forms for the competitive aspect of this show are 
available for downloading at www.croydon2007.org.uk or by post from 
Allan Jones, 21 Parkhill Road, Bexley DA5 1HF being sure to enclose an 
A4 Large Letter stamped envelope. Note that the thematic class entries 
will be displayed at Thematica, Carisbrooke Hall, London and not at 
Fairfield Halls, Croydon. 
 
 
Society Publications   Our offices have received several GB-related 
society publications. The GBCC Chronicle for January 2007 contains its 
regular columns, plus feature articles on Printed Matter: Triangular 
Cancellations, £1 and £5 stamps, Toppling Traditions, Postcard to Crete – 
Returned to Sender and An American Report on the British System of 

mailto:orders@bacchic.com
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Postage in 1848. Each issue is printed in black only and even selective 
colour has yet to appear within its 28 pages – not that the articles are any 
less informative because of this omission. 
    Enquiries: Secretary-Treasurer GBCC, Parker A Bailey, 2341 SW 86th 
Terrace, Davie FL33324, USA, or email him at pbaileyjr@comcast.net  
 
    The GB Journal for January/February 2007 contains 14 features (some 
in colour) including book reviews, 9d KGVI stamp use, Parcel Post Privy 
Council Licence 1935 Silver Jubilee quantities, Prince Consort Essay, 
Mulready Advertisements and the Mary Adshead Archive. The 
accompanying GBPS Newsletter continues to dramatically improve from 
its earlier days when it was typed and held together with a single staple in 
the top corner and contained virtually only ephemeral society news. 
These days, members receive a well-printed, 24 page A4 magazine-style 
publication with increasing use of colour and items of permanent 
reference value. The issue under review includes information about Wyon 
Medals, the KGVI Coronation issue and many other short features, 
leaving the Journal as the repository for the longer studies. They 
complement each other perfectly, even if the differences between them is 
gradually blurring. 
    Enquiries:  The Great Britain Philatelic Society, Peter Tanner, 
Highstandings, 13 St Hubert's Close, Gerrards Cross SL9 7EN. 
 
    Rundbrief numbers 145 and 146 (September and December 2006 
respectively) are to hand and, again, the publication is enhanced with the 
increasing use of colour throughout its 74 A4 pages. Modern British 
issues are given equal prominence to the classic stamps and postal 
history, perhaps because as it is a German publication its members would 
have less access to information in their own language. I wish I read 
German to get the full benefits. Each issue contains 15-20 articles, some 
of which cannot fail to be of interest to British collectors. 
    The four titles considered here could, in many ways, not be more 
different in their presentation, but all of the societies share the common 
desire to promote the collecting of British philately in all its different 
forms and that is to be commended.  
    Enquiries: There is a website based at www.fggb.de for those who 
wish to join the German group. 
 
The January/February 2007 issue of Topical Time  is available and its 
feature articles relate to Aviation in WWII, History of Tattoos, Garbage 
can be Golden, Tarantella Folk Dance, Changes in Apparel, A Contrast in 
[German] Cultures, Tragedies in Shakespeare and a useful index to 2006 
ATA Publications. 

mailto:pbaileyjr@comcast.net
http://www.fggb.de/


    Membership enquiries: American Topical Association Inc., 411A  
Lillard Road, Arlington, TX76012-3698.  The British equivalent society 
can be contacted at: British Thematic Association, 71 Churchward 
Avenue, Swindon SN2 1NW. 
 
The I&BPS Newsletter exists for members past and present of the 
financial services industry. Its December 2006 issue includes articles 
about Investing in Stamps, Captain Cook, UK Bankers’ Mail Services, 
Modern Postal History and coverage of new British stamp issues. 
    Membership enquiries: Brian Sole FRPSL, 3 Stockfield Road, 
Claygate, Esher KT10 0QG. 
 
(1735 words) 
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Major Richard Pratt FRPSL  Further to the brief Late News item in the 
April issue, I can advise that around 50 people attended Dickie’s funeral 
which was held on 7 March at the Royal Garrison Church of All Saints in 
Aldershot, the home of the British Army.  
    The split was roughly 50/50 between philately and the Army 
Swimming Union, his two great loves in life outside of military service. 
Sadly he had no living family to represent him. He was cremated at a 
private committal immediately after the funeral service at Aldershot 
Crematorium. 
    Dickie graduated from the Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst, saw 
distinguished military service in Aden, the Middle East, the Far East and 
the Falklands where he was Purser on board The Uganda. (On April 13th 
1982 this vessel was hastily called-up to help out in the Falklands Crisis.   
She was converted in 6 days at Gibraltar into a hospital ship and sailed 
with the Task Force.) Upon his return he was to serve tours of duty in 
Northern Ireland and retired from the army in 1987. 
    Francis Kiddle RDP FRPSL said a few words on behalf of the hobby, 
recording contributions in the form of Dickie’s extensive involvement 
with exhibition organising, his writing (important works on Aden and 
three volumes on China, the third of which has yet to be published) and 
his Presidency of the National Philatelic Society, a role that was in 
progress at the time of his death.  
    I first met Dickie at Philympia in 1970 when he bellowed loudly at me 
for having entered an area where an exhibit frame was being re-glazed! I 
was just 14 and Dickie a mere 38.  
    He died on 17 February and will be sadly missed by his many friends 
in the swimming and philatelic fraternities. It was a privilege to have 
known Dickie and to have been at his funeral.  
 
 
Book received  Blue Mauritius by Helen Morgan (Published by Atlantic 
Books. ISBN 184354 435 0. Published at £17.99. Hardback. xii+320 
pages and 22 illustrations.) 
 
Sub-titled ‘The hunt for the world’s most valuable stamps’, Blue 
Mauritius is the biography of the world's most famous and expensive 
stamps - the 1847 'Post Office' stamps of Mauritius. The story of how 
these stamps came about is well-known to most collectors and dates back 
to September 1847 when admission cards to a fancy-dress ball hosted by 



the Governor’s wife were despatched. Three of the envelopes survive and 
each is now worth in excess of a million dollars. 
    This book tells the full fascinating story behind the stamps in 234 
pages and then goes on to include a postscript, glossaries, biographies, 
notes and sources, bibliography, acknowledgements and an extensive 
index amounting to another 100 pages. 
    The author (no relation to me) trained as an art historian and archivist 
and lives in Australia with her Mauritian husband. This is her first book, 
which she wrote because she was intrigued by the story of the French 
schoolboy and the Bordeaux letter and imagined his delight after reading 
of the stamps’ rarity and value, astutely searching through the archived 
correspondence of the French wine importing firm and discovering the 
‘Post Office’ stamps. 
    Helen does not consider herself to be a stamp collector, but there is 
hope as she intends collecting Mauritius and Botswana one day! 
    Enquiries: visit www.helenmorgan.net and www.groveatlantic.co.uk 
for details about the author and its publisher respectively. There is a Blue 
Mauritius Research Companion website at 
www.helenmorgan.net/bm/home.html where biographical and 
bibliographical information about the Post Office Mauritius stamps and 
subjects related to them can be found.   
 
 
Last Generation?  My friend Graham and I visited Philatex in February 
and while having a break in the restaurant, I was asked to look at 
everyone in the room. We were clearly the youngest and I am now 51! 
The hobby is set to continue, of that I am sure, but are we the last 
generation of what might be termed the traditional type of stamp 
collector? 
    Perhaps there is a whole new young generation of collector out there 
who is relying totally on the likes of eBay to make their purchases and 
who would never dream of visiting a stamp exhibition. Let us hope so, for 
the hobby has given me such pleasure down the years that I would hate to 
think that no-one is coming along who will share the experience that is 
philately.  
 
 
NPS Library The library of the National Philatelic Society moved into 
its new premises at the British Postal Museum and Archive (BPMA) at 
the end of March and re-opened a couple of weeks later on Saturday 14 
April.  
    This exciting move of premises has been made possible thanks to the 
generosity and support of Royal Mail and BPMA who have made 

http://www.helenmorgan.net/
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valuable space available in their Search Room and behind the scenes 
within Mount Pleasant. NPS Treasurer Simon Richards has also kindly 
housed the overspill material that is rarely consulted at his premises. 
    The move had been a huge undertaking that involved hundreds of 
hours of time by the team of Library volunteers, dozens of trips to 
London, hundreds of e-mails and telephone calls and all so that collectors 
can enjoy one of the world’s finest philatelic libraries.  
    You can best show your appreciation by using the excellent resources 
now at your disposal and Bulletin readers especially may be interested to 
know that the Great Britain section is on open shelves and that no 
appointment is necessary to view these holdings, although only NPS 
members can borrow material, of course.  
    Anyone with a love of the hobby will gain something by using NPSL – 
you do not need to be researching deeply into a subject – and you can 
now also view NPSL records alongside those held by BPMA, who, as 
custodians for The National Archives POST series of documents, has 
amazing material going back to the 1600s. 
    Enquiries: The National Philatelic Society Library, c/o The British 
Postal Museum & Archive, Freeling House, Phoenix Place, LONDON 
WC1X 0DL. Tel: +44 (0)20 7239 2571, Email: nps@ukphilately.org.uk 
or visit www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps    
 
 
Spelling Problems Microsoft’s MSN website recently wrote in a feature: 
“If your someone whose easily irritated by speling error’s and poor 
punctuation, then your probably already quiet frustrated by this 
sentence”. 
    Austria recently issued a triangular stamp in preparation for its next 
international stamp exhibition where the name of the country was spelt 
incorrectly. There were three ‘R’s next to each other (ÖSTERRREICH) 
and no-one detected this until a dealer, Hermann Walter Sieger, spotted it. 
Sensibly, the stamps were not recalled as every stamp printed bore the 
error and not just, say, one in each sheet. This is not something that 
Britain will ever have a problem with, so long as the UPU agrees that we 
may exclude the country name from British stamps in recognition of the 
UK issuing the world’s first stamp.  
    I can recall a couple of British problems with misspellings on a Stamp 
Card (1998 20p Tolkein v Tolkien) and one Presentation Pack (1970 
Anniversaries Majorie v Marjorie), but believe that we have no spelling 
errors on our postage stamps. That is quite an achievement to have a 167 
year unblemished record and demonstrates the lengths that Royal Mail 
goes to when producing a stamp issue. Unless you know differently… 

mailto:nps@ukphilately.org.uk
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    Before anyone writes in to advise me of wrong face values on stamps, 
these are not errors but changes in tariff rates that somehow got onto the 
philatelic market. Similarly, most other text-related errors (missing © 
symbol, missing £ sign on the recent DLR £2 stamp, etc), are invariably 
found on just a single stamp in a sheet and are a stamp printing 
production mistake and have nothing to do with Royal Mail’s thorough 
checking and approval of the final artwork prior to releasing it to the 
printer. 
 
 
Stampex dates Note that Stampex will no longer be open on a Sunday at 
any future show due to falling attendances on that day. A Sunday had 
originally been announced for Autumn Stampex 2007, so it would be 
advisable to check any diary entry that you might have made. The dates 
will now be Wednesday 19th to Saturday 22nd September at its usual 
venue, the Business Design Centre. 
 
 
Stamp Events Listing 
2007  
16 May, 13 June, 11 July, 8 Aug, 5 Sep, 10 Oct, 14 Nov, 12 Dec   

Strand Stamp Fair, Galleon Suite, Royal National Hotel, Bedford Way, London WC1H 0DG.  
www.stampshows.net 

23-24 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
30 June  Midpex 2007, Midland Sports Centre for the Disabled, Tile Hill, Coventry. www.midpex.co.uk  
20-21 July York Stamp & Coin Fair, The Grandstand, The Racecourse, York. www.stampshows.net 
19-22 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-3 November Philatex, The Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, Greycoat & Elverton Street, London  SW1 

www.stampshows.net 
23-24 November ABPS National Exhibition and Congress, Fairfield Halls, Croydon. 
24-25 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
24-25 November  Eurothema, Carisbrooke Hall, London, running alongside Thematica II.  
 
2008  
27 Feb -1 March Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
2-3 May  Harrogate 2008, Harrogate www.harrogate2008.org.uk  
14-22 May Israel 2008, Tel Aviv, Israel. 
20-28 June  Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
28-29 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL 
August  Olymphilex, Beijing, China.  
17-20 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
18-21 September WIPA 2008, Vienna, Austria 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
 
2009  
25-28 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
6-10 May  IBRA 2009, Essen, Germany 
16-19 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
 
2010  
24-27 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
8-15 May   London 2010 Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK.  

www.london2010.org.uk  
15-18 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
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Late News A copy of a CD-ROM catalogue designed to run on PCs 
relating to British advertising booklet panes has just been received. It will 
be reviewed in the next issue of Stamp Scene.  
    It is by Graham M Wilson and its full title is ‘An illustrated guide to 
the advertising booklet panes of George V, Edward VIII and George VI’. 
The guide contains illustrations of the different panes, which number 
more than 200 and will prove of immense interest and value to collectors 
of these often-rare items.  
    Enquiries: To order a post-paid copy, simply send a £10 cheque made payable 
to Graham M Wilson to: Advert Pane Catalogue, Bulls Head Barn, Honeyholme 
Lane, Cliviger, Burnley, Lancashire BB10 4SR. 
 
(1800 words) 
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Stuart Rossiter Trust Lecture This charitable trust supports research 
and publications relating to the history of communication through postal 
systems of the world and holds annual lectures in Stuart’s memory.  
    For 2007 the lecture will be given by Pat Grimwood-Taylor at 5pm on 
2nd November at the Royal Philatelic Society London. Her subject will 
be Social Postal History – Opening windows on the past.  
    Postal History has always attracted collectors with an interest not only 
in philately, but also in the means of letter-carrying, the routes and postal 
rates.  ‘Social Philately’ is a not-so-recent introduction, where the usages 
of stamps and letters are studied in connection with their influence on 
society (and society’s influence on them!).   
   So what exactly is ‘Social Postal History’? Whereas much postal 
history is purely the outside wrapper or envelope, most of what can be 
termed ‘social postal history’ also contains the letter.  After all, the Post 
Office were delivering letters, not just wrappers, and it is the contents of 
the letters and what they reveal about events, places and people through 
the ages that now often fascinates we postal historians.  Not just how the 
letter got to its final destination, but what it conveyed.  Perhaps social 
postal history could best be described as our ‘window to the past’. 
    Pat’s aim will be to open some of these windows and explore what 
social postal history can teach us, and how we can study it and share it 
with our fellow collectors, and the wider public. Pat is a collector and 
exhibitor, having won the Argyll Postal History salver at ‘Stampex’ and 2 
international Gold medals (in Melbourne in 1999, in the experimental 
Social Philately class and in Sydney 2005, in the Postal History class).  
Her main collection centres on South Australia, including ephemera, 
prints, posters and postal history.  Other collecting interests include WW 
II ‘Home Guard’, Victorian Ladies and Gentlemen, Australian illustrated 
envelopes, etc.  When not assisting husband James at Cavendish, she can 
often be found in the garden of their home in the West Country, or 
working with fellow Rotarians on various charity projects. 
    I recently attended the National Philatelic Society’s seminar on Social 
Philately where Pat was one of two speakers who gave a fascinating 
insight into this aspect of our hobby. I can therefore guarantee an 
interesting lecture is on the cards, with many fellow collectors who, 
possibly like me, are now considering branching out into this discipline. 
Social philately offers the ideal opportunity to remove from all of those 



shoe-boxes and onto album pages so much of the material that rarely sees 
light of day. Do try to attend if you can get to London that day. 
    Enquiries: Entry to the lecture is free but by ticket only. Refreshments 
will be provided. Tickets are limited and if you would like to attend, 
please apply to: Stuart Rossiter Trust, c/o D F Tett, PO Box 34, 
Wheathampstead AL4 8JY enclosing a stamped self addressed envelope.  
    The Trust is also actively seeking new works for publication. Visit 
www.rossitertrust.com for further information. 
 
 
The Beatles Friend Larry Rosenblum recently brought to my attention 
the following URL http://voice.aiga.org/content.cfm/stamping-the-beatles 
(the lack of ‘www’ is correct) where the designer of the recent Beatles 
stamp issue, Michael Johnson, is interviewed about designing the set of 
stamps. It makes for an interesting read and is worth checking-out – 
always assuming that the transient nature of the internet does not mean 
that it has been removed by the time you read this! 
 
 
Stamp Events Listing 
2007  
13 June, 11 July, 8 Aug, 5 Sep, 10 Oct, 14 Nov, 12 Dec   

Strand Stamp Fair, Galleon Suite, Royal National Hotel, Bedford Way, London WC1H 0DG.  
www.stampshows.net 

23-24 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
30 June  Midpex 2007, Midland Sports Centre for the Disabled, Tile Hill, Coventry. www.midpex.co.uk  
20-21 July York Stamp & Coin Fair, The Grandstand, The Racecourse, York. www.stampshows.net 
19-22 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-3 November Philatex, The Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, Greycoat & Elverton Street, London  SW1 

www.stampshows.net 
23-24 November ABPS National Exhibition and Philatelic Congress of GB, Fairfield Halls, Croydon. 
24-25 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
24-25 November  Eurothema, Carisbrooke Hall, London, running alongside Thematica II.  
 
2008  
27 Feb -1 March Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
2-3 May  Harrogate 2008, Harrogate www.harrogate2008.org.uk  
14-22 May Israel 2008, Tel Aviv, Israel. 
20-28 June  Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
28-29 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL 
August  Olymphilex, Beijing, China.  
17-20 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
18-21 September WIPA 2008, Vienna, Austria 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
 
2009  
25-28 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
6-10 May  IBRA 2009, Essen, Germany 
16-19 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
 
2010  
24-27 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
8-15 May   London 2010 Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK.  

www.london2010.org.uk  
15-18 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
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High Flyer  Brian Asquith, President of the British Aerophilatelic 
Federation (BAeF) has been inducted into the American Air Mail 
Society’s (AAMS) Hall of Fame.  
    To quote the AAMS website: "The Aerophilatelic Hall of Fame is 
international in scope. It honours those who have contributed 
significantly or rendered outstanding service to national or international 
organized Aerophilately."   
    This honour was conferred upon Brian in late May at the meeting of 
the AAMS at Nojex 2007 at Secaucus, New Jersey USA. Brian’s name 
was inscribed on the Aerophilatelic Hall of Fame plaque at the World 
Airmail Research Center in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania. 
    The BAeF was founded in 1985 and incorporates the Aero Philatelic 
Club, London (1923) and the British Air Mail Society (1958). It caters for 
anybody who has an interest in airmails of whatever period on a 
worldwide basis. All aero subjects are catered for including Balloons, Air 
Letters, Internal and External flights, Individual Airlines, Air Mail 
stamps, First Flights, Crash Mail, Zeppelins, and much more.  
    Enquiries: Membership of the BAeF is £18 per year for residents of the 
UK, £22 per year for residents of countries within mainland Europe  
and £24 for residents in the rest of the world. Contact Peter Lister, 97 
Albany Park Avenue, Enfield Highway, EN3 5NX.   
 
 
London 2010 The International Stamp Exhibition, which covers the 
competitive and trading aspects of the Festival of Stamps, to be held at 
the Business Design Centre from 8 to 15 May 2010, will be a compact 
version of Stamp Show 2000, which was held at the Earl’s Court 
Exhibition Centre.  
    It will be similar in make-up and roughly seventy percent the size in 
most respects. For example London 2010 will have 2400 competitive 
frames, while Stamp Show 2000 had 3500. There were 180 different 
Trade members having stands at Stamp Show 2000, and the London 2010 
show will have about 130, in both cases approaching forty percent of 
these are overseas members of the Trade.  
    Stamp Show 2000 had about 120 postal administrations represented 
either directly or indirectly, while London 2010 has about 90. A list of 
Trade members that have taken a stand and also the postal 
administrations that will be represented is available on the London 2010 
website, www.london2010.org.uk  This list will be added to as some that 
have taken stands shall be sharing with another Trade member, and not 
all have yet confirmed who will be sharing the stand with them. 
    The Organisation of the London 2010 International Stamp Exhibition 
is moving forward apace. Fund raising and sponsorship are progressing; 

http://www.london2010.org.uk/


the Trade stand arrangements are now in place, with contracts signed and 
deposits paid, the frame layout for the competitive exhibits is nearly 
complete. Plans for the changeover of exhibits after four days are well 
advanced, as are the competition plans. Work has begun on all the 
numerous things that need to be put in place. So, the organisers appear to 
be on track for an excellent London 2010 International Stamp Exhibition. 
    This show will be the central focus of the Festival of Stamps that will 
include numerous other philatelic attractions around London in 2010. 
 
 
Guernsey Year Book 2006 It is several years since I have seen a copy of 
the Guernsey Year Book and it has developed into a most attractive 
publication. Case bound with a dust jacket, it contains all Guernsey issues 
from 2006, including those of Alderney, interspersed with interesting 
stories behind each issue and with relevant photographs and paintings to 
spice-up the book. 
    Priced at £49.31 it is an easy way to collect these well-designed issues. 
The book contains 95 stamps in total. 75 stamps have been torn from 
counter sheets and a further 20 stamps are contained within four 
miniature sheets. Copies are also still available of the 2004 Year Book 
(£33.13) and 2005 (£34.64). 
    Enquiries: Guernsey Philatelic Bureau, Envoy House, La Vrangue, St 
Peter Port, Guernsey, Channel Islands GY1 1AB, telephone +44 (0) 1481 
716486, email philatelic@guernseypost.com, or visit their website at 
www.guernseypost.com  
 
 
Battle for the Falklands The Guernsey Post Office has issued a set of 
six stamps and a souvenir sheet marking the 25th anniversary of the 
raising of the Argentine flag by a group of scrap metal merchants on 
South Georgia that sparked the Falklands conflict.     
    Attractive sheetlets of ten stamps – one per value – contain facts and 
detailed illustrations from the conflict in the marginal area, adding to the 
interest of this issue. The set and the SS are priced at £2.83 for each 
product, with the sheetlets costing ten times that price. 
    Enquiries: As Year Book details, above. 
 
 
BPMA’s TPO  In 1999, the British Postal Museum & Archive (BPMA) 
acquired a Travelling Post Office (TPO) for their collection from Tyseley 
Locomotive Museum.  The carriage was built in 1908 at the Wolverton 
Works and was operated by the London & North West Railway on the 
Crewe to Holyhead route.   

mailto:philatelic@guernseypost.com
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    Restoration on this carriage began in 2001 and now the restoration is 
complete, it is on display at The Railway Age Museum in Crewe until 
October 2008.  The exhibition to run alongside this carriage will tell the 
history of TPOs, and explain the process of renovating BPMAs own 
TPO. 
    A Travelling Post Office consists of one or more rail carriages in which 
the manual sorting of letters take place. The first experimental TPO 
travelled on 6 January, 1838 between Birmingham and Liverpool and was 
made out of a converted horse box.  After Uniform Penny Postage was 
introduced in 1840 and the volume of mail exploded, many more of these 
carriages were introduced to cope with the demand. 
    Enquiries: Open from 10am to 4pm (3pm last admission) Saturdays, 
Sundays and Public Holidays only until the end of September 2007 
(according to its website), when, it is assumed, it closes for a winter 
break. Be sure to check first before travelling any distance. 
    The TPO is located at The Railway Age Museum, Vernon Way, CW1 
2DB Crewe, telephone +44 (0) 1270 212130, or visit their website at 
www.therailwayage.co.uk  
    If in the area, a visit would interest postal historians and railway 
enthusiasts alike.  
 
 
“Thank You”  We have received two letters in the office thanking the 
Bulletin readers for their contributions to appeals published within these 
pages providing proof, as if it was needed, how generous stamp collectors 
are. 
    Firstly, The Stamp Active Network has so far received over 80 separate 
donations from all over the world, including everything from small 
envelopes containing current used stamps, through to full albums and 
large boxes-worth of material. 
    Secondly,  Durham Constabularly advises that sales of their 
commemorative cover has resulted in a total of £564 being raised for the 
Police Dependents Trust thanks again to Bulletin readers, among others. 
 
(1974 words)  
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STAMP SCENE 
July 2007 

Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 
 
The North of Ireland PS This active society is commemorating its 
centenary this year by a programme of high-class philatelic displays to 
members, a souvenir cover with special postmark and a most attractive 
and informative 40 page full-colour A4 handbook. 
    The NIPS series of mint postcards is largely (14 out of 19) still 
available and depict many aspects of local postal services and there are 
also cancelled cards with 7 out of the 19 still available. Request a list 
(enclosing a stamped, addressed envelope), or why not buy the lot for you 
will not be disappointed! 
    The handbook, produced on the occasion of the forthcoming display by 
the society at the Royal Philatelic Society London on 1 November, shows 
the extent of members’ interests, a history of the society and an essay on 
Irish philately. 
    NIPS is based in Belfast and meetings are held at Hunterhouse College, 
Upper Lisburn Road, Finaghy, Belfast at 7pm on the second Friday of 
each month (except July). 
    Enquiries: To order the postcards (40p each mint, £1 cancelled), covers 
(40p mint, £1.75 cancelled) or handbook (£6 per copy), send a cheque 
payable to ‘Norman Scott’ to him at 49 Kingsdale Park, Belfast, Northern 
Ireland BT5 7BZ. Postage per order of 50p (postcards and covers only) or 
£1 (handbook ordered with/without cards and covers) should be added to 
the cost of your purchases. 
 

 
Publication Notices  Stamps on Music: The World-wide Catalogue & 
Handbook of Stamps issued under Copyright Acts. Wellington, New 
Zealand, by Adam Miller, 2007. Printed in full colour, on 100gsm A4 
paper with card covers, this 240-page book is Wiro-bound in a limited 
edition of just 100 copies. It brings together the results of Adam’s studies 
and is based largely upon his collection, plus several other significant 
collections.  
    The stamp illustrations were scanned at 600dpi and 150% for ease of 
reference. Throughout the listing, important variances in type, 
perforation, shade, watermark and method of value - be that printed, 
handstamped, typewritten or manuscript - have been highlighted and 
almost 4,000 different stamps are listed.  
    Over 220 stamp issuers, from Aberbach to Zonophone, including many 
well-known names listed, including music publishers like Francis, 
Day & Hunter, Chappell & Co, J. Albert & Son, G. Ricordi and Boosey 



& Hawkes. Copyright collecting organisations are represented by BIEM, 
EDIFO, MCPS and their various precursors. Record companies also 
issued copyright stamps, and so the majors like The Gramophone 
Company (HMV), Columbia and Victor are recorded, as well as many 
earlier labels such as Ariel, Beka and Scala. Some individual composers 
also issued these stamps including such famous names as Granville 
Bantock and C. Villiers Stanford in the UK and Jack O'Hagan in 
Australia. For completeness, the catalogue also covers Authors' copyright 
stamps from books (notably R.L. Stevenson), Inspection stamps and UK 
Purchase Tax stamps. 
    Adam has made this a priced catalogue, rather that using just rarity 
factors. A pricing to scarcity cross-reference is available on the web-site 
below. 
    Enquiries: Sample pages can be seen at www.78rpm.net.nz  The book 
is priced at NZ$110 (circa £40), plus post and packing of NZ$30 for Air, 
or $25 for Economy to the UK. Payment can be made by Bank Draft (or 
personal cheque on a New Zealand Bank) to Adam Miller, 18 Orari St., 
Ngaio, Wellington 6035, New Zealand. 
 
OAT and AV2 Markings. Third Edition by Murray Heifetz, 2007. 
Published by the American Air Mail Society, this book comprises 167 
pages with soft-back cover in an 8 ½” x 11” format. 
 
The book provides a summary of UPU procedures for the use of the OAT 
and AV2 markings and shows the forms and tags/labels which were used 
by postal authorities.  The advice of publication makes no mention of 
what the initials used for these markings stand for, but if interested in 
them, I guess you will already know! 
    Enquiries: The cost is US$15 from Greg Schmidt, 1978 Fox Burrow 
Court, Neenah, WI 54956, USA. Email Greg for postage costs at 
gschmidt7@new.rr.com. PayPal accepted. 
 
Railways and Tramways of Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific 1864-
2000 Postal Stationery Catalogue, part six. This series of catalogues 
shows regular, official and private postal stationery, railway frank stamps 
as well as non-denominated postal cards and prepaid envelopes. It has 
144 A4 pages and all the stationery is described in English and illustrated 
in over 500 pictures. Priced at £20 including postage and packing. 
   Enquiries: Hans Eriksson, Storvretsvägen 141, SE-16347 SPÅNGA, 
Sweden, telephone +46-8-7604549 or email hans_eriksson00@hotmail.com  
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Stamp Events Listing 
2007  
11 July, 8 Aug, 5 Sep, 10 Oct, 14 Nov, 12 Dec   

Strand Stamp Fair, Galleon Suite, Royal National Hotel, Bedford Way, London WC1H 0DG.  
www.stampshows.net 

20-21 July York Stamp & Coin Fair, The Grandstand, The Racecourse, York. www.stampshows.net 
19-22 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-3 November Philatex, The Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, Greycoat & Elverton Street, London  SW1 

www.stampshows.net 
23-24 November ABPS National Exhibition and Philatelic Congress of GB, Fairfield Halls, Croydon. 
24-25 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
24-25 November  Eurothema, Carisbrooke Hall, London, running alongside Thematica II.  
 
2008  
27 Feb -1 March Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
2-3 May  Harrogate 2008, Harrogate www.harrogate2008.org.uk  
14-22 May Israel 2008, Tel Aviv, Israel. 
20-28 June  Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
28-29 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL 
August  Olymphilex, Beijing, China.  
17-20 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
18-21 September WIPA 2008, Vienna, Austria 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
 
2009  
25-28 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
6-10 May  IBRA 2009, Essen, Germany 
16-19 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
 
2010  
24-27 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
8-15 May   London 2010 Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK.  

www.london2010.org.uk  
15-18 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 

 
 
Orange Postboxes  The postal service in The Netherlands has gone 
through different name changes in the past few years, with TNT Post 
being the current brand. Postboxes have therefore undergone a repaint to 
match TNTs garish corporate colour of orange, moving away from the 
more dignified and traditional red and now resembling EasyJet. Their 
corporate website even has its staff members depicted with orange pupils! 
    TNT Post UK Ltd was established in Britain in early 2003 and was one 
of the first companies in the UK to be granted a full seven-year licence to 
handle bulk mail including most kinds of transactional mail such as bills 
and statements and direct mail.  TNT Post launched its Down Stream 
Access based services in August 2004 and claims to have over 200 years 
experience in the collection, sortation, transportation and delivery of mail 
as the national postal service of the Netherlands, where it collects and 
delivers over 23 million letters, direct mail items and packages every day 
to over 7 million households.  
    TNT Post describes itself as the leading competitor to Royal Mail in 
the UK postal market. 
 
Advertising Book Panes Stamp Scene for May included notification of a 
new CD-ROM catalogue relating to British advertising booklet panes. I 

http://www.stampshows.net/
http://www.stampshows.net/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.stampshows.net/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.harrogate2008.org.uk/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.london2010.org.uk/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/


promised a review in last month’s Bulletin, but had to hold it over due to 
space constraints. 
    The CD is by Graham M Wilson and its full title is An illustrated guide 
to the advertising booklet panes of George V, Edward VIII and George 
VI. The guide contains illustrations of the different panes, which number 
more than 200, and is designed to run on PCs with at least 256mb of 
RAM and Microsoft Internet Explorer™ Version 6 or later. 
    Post Office books of stamps were introduced to the public in 1904 and 
by 1909 the first commercial advertisement had appeared on the 
interleaving. The inland postage rate was increased in 1918 from 1d to 
11/2d and, mirroring the 50% price rise, the familiar 2s booklet gave way 
to the 3s booklet. 1924 saw the re-introduction of the 2s booklet with an 
interesting addition made necessary by the earlier rate change; a pane 
comprising four 11/2d stamps and two blank labels that were used for 
advertising purposes. On its introduction in 1931, the 5s booklet also 
included an advertising pane. 
    The advertising booklet pane continued until 1940 when the inland 
postage rate increased yet again, from 11/2d to 21/2d.  The new 2s 6d 
booklet contained 1/2d, 2d and 21/2d stamps in full panes of six, as did the 
5s booklet. With one or two later exceptions, the advertising booklet pane 
disappeared in 1940, although Machin collectors will be quick to point 
out that it reappeared in the late Sixties and enjoyed a brief renaissance 
during the early Seventies. 
    For anyone with a general understanding of how to use a CD, there will 
be no difficulty in using the AutoRun disk, which uses four frames to 
hold the information. Frame one is a static header, Frame 2 lists all the 
advertisements in pane order with related SG numbers (a scroll bar 
enables the reader to browse). Frame 3 is where the reproductions of the 
panes are reproduced, as both thumbnails and enlarged when clicked, 
while forward and backwards arrows enable easy navigation. Frame 4 is a 
footer containing menu links to other pages in this illustrated guide. 
    I was invited to write the Foreword to this work and as a collector of 
modern stamp booklets, could understand Graham’s fascination with 
British advertising booklet panes. A basic collection is small enough to be 
manageable, yet large enough to maintain interest, while making that 
often elusive collector’s dream of completeness a challenge but still a 
potential reality. It is also possible for the specialist to go even deeper 
into the subject by purchasing upright and inverted watermarks, plate 
flaws on the stamps, searching for on-cover usage, label proofs, etc.  
    I wrote at the time “I have no hesitation in commending this important 
guide whether you are a traditional collector of British booklets or even a 
thematic, social, airmail or maritime mail collector, who may also find 
items of interest. Whatever your reason for purchasing advertising 



booklet panes, there has never been such an extensively illustrated and 
well-documented work on this subject.” and I stand by that statement.  
     Enquiries: To order a post-paid copy, simply send a £10 cheque made 
payable to Graham M Wilson to: Advert Pane Catalogue, Bulls Head 
Barn, Honeyholme Lane, Cliviger, Burnley, Lancashire BB10 4SR. 
 
 
World of Invention  This 2007 stamp issue exists in three separate 
formats. Post Office branches had the self-adhesive sheets with rouletted 
backing paper to enable single or multiple stamps to be torn-out by 
counter staff. The Miniature Sheet and Prestige Stamp Book panes are 
conventionally perforated on water-activated gummed paper; while the 
presentation pack  and single mint sets sold by Tallents House comprise 
the self-adhesive stamps, but with the backing paper guillotined, i.e. they 
are intentionally missing the rouletting generally used between each 
stamp.  
    It is reasonable to assume that counter sheets sold in whole or part by 
Tallents House are the same as those used by Post Office branches 
and have the rouletting present because if blocks were to be ordered 
bureau staff would need to separate them by scissors, taking us back to 
1840! 
 
    Don’t forget also that the backing paper has interesting text 
information about the issue printed in black on the reverse.  
    It would be advisable to buy these production variations while they are 
still on sale by Tallents House at new-issue prices. Stock numbers are: 
Mint Stamps AS351 priced at £3.40, Miniature Sheet MZ039 £3.40, 
Prestige Stamp Book YB029 £7.68, Presentation Pack AP276 £3.90, plus 
appropriate handling charge. 
 
 
Barbados Slaves  The 200th anniversary of the abolition of the slave 
trade from Africa has been marked by the Barbadian Post Office in an 
attractive set of four stamps and Miniature Sheet. Depicting the Statue of 
Bussa, William Wilberforce, a Slave Hut, 1838 Freedom Celebrations 
and a Slave Ship (on the MS), these stamps are a poignant reminder of 
those unjust times. 
    Enquiries: Barbados Philatelic Bureau, General Post Office, Cheapside, 
Bridgetown, Barbados BB11000, email gpophilatelic@caribsurf.com or 
visit www.bps.gov.bb. 
 
 

mailto:gpophilatelic@caribsurf.com
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Posted The Spring issue of this Post Office magazine contained two 
articles of particular interest to collectors, namely a brief history of the 
Postal Order and the tale of the introduction of the pillar box and the 
social revolution that it sparked. Pick up a copy of the latest issue free 
from your local Post Office branch. 
 
(2100 words)  
 
 



STAMP SCENE  
August 2007 

Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 
 
Post Expo 2007  On October 2nd-4th Barcelona will be the host city of the 
2007 Post Expo show, the world’s leading exhibition and conference for 
the postal, parcel and mailing industries.  
    The event opens with a forum on climate change and the postal sector’s 
response to this worldwide problem facing our planet. At over €1000 for 
a three day conference pass that will permit access to over a dozen 
workshops and sessions, it is clearly not aimed at collectors, but instead is 
an opportunity for the world’s post offices to raise and try to resolve the 
common problems facing an industry in the midst of major change. 
    Enquiries: www.postexpo.com 
 
 
BPMA Postcards  For almost 30 years, the postcard series issued by the 
old National Postal Museum (NPM) were extremely popular with 
collectors and a complete collection comprises around 400 cards 
including the distinctly identifiable reprints.  
    This long series ceased to produce new cards when the museum closed 
its doors in 1998, but is now being continued by the British Postal 
Museum & Archive (BPMA). So far they have issued six sets of four 
cards and all are still available from BPMA. They illustrate in colour or 
black and white fascinating imagery from their holdings, including Night 
Mail and TPO rail services, posters, vehicles, WWI themes, etc. Priced at 
£2.50 per set, they are available to order from the BPMA website, or by 
post or phone. 
    Enquiries: Visit the BPMA website www.postalheritage.org.uk/shop 
where many other items are also available for sale. Alternatively, write to 
them with your order and cheque payable to 'Postal Heritage Services Ltd' 
to: Product Sales, Postal Heritage Services Limited, Freeling House, 
Phoenix Place, London WC1X 0DL. It is also possible to telephone the 
BPMA shop on 020 7239 5125 to pay by card. Most cards with the 
exception of American Express and Diners Cards are valid. 
 
 
Friends of the BPMA This organisation is incredibly important to the 
work undertaken by BPMA. The Friends organisation was originally 
founded in 1985 as the Association of Friends of the National Postal 
Museum (NPM). When the NPM closed its public galleries in 1998, the 
Friends continued to support the Heritage unit of Royal Mail Group, and 

http://www.postexpo.com/
http://www.postalheritage.org.uk/shop


now support the BPMA today. In 2006 they celebrated 21 years of loyalty 
to British postal heritage. 
    The Friends have used funds generated by their membership fees to 
help with preservation projects, including the restoration of postal 
vehicles from the collection. They enjoy the BPMA events programme, 
and arrange their own trips and activities. Perhaps even more importantly, 
the Friends work as ambassadors for the BPMA, helping to raise awaress 
of its work. The Friends also provide most of the volunteers to help run 
events safely and successfully.  
    Benefits include the exclusive journal Cross Post containing features 
on all aspects of postal history; the BPMA quarterly Newsletter for free, 
plus annual events guide; 15% discount on tickets to BPMA paid events; 
15% discount on BPMA shop products (such as the postcards recorded 
above); special BPMA events arranged exclusively for Friends, including 
private views of exhibitions; plus opportunities to volunteer and see 
behind the scenes at the BPMA. 

    Enquiries: All you need to do is write to Avice Harms, Membership 
Secretary, Friends of the BPMA, 13 Amethyst Avenue, Davis Estate, 
Chatham, ME5 9TX. Membership currently costs £15 (UK) or £20 
(overseas) per year.  Cheques should be made payable to 'The Friends of 
the BPMA'. Do it now and start reaping the benefits. 

 
 
Stamp Events Listing 
2007  
8 Aug, 5 Sep, 10 Oct, 14 Nov, 12 Dec  Strand Stamp Fair, Galleon Suite, Royal National Hotel, Bedford Way,  
  London WC1H 0DG. www.stampshows.net 
19-22 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-3 November Philatex, The Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, Greycoat & Elverton Street, London  SW1 

www.stampshows.net 
23-24 November ABPS National Exhibition and Philatelic Congress of GB, Fairfield Halls, Croydon. 
24-25 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
24-25 November  Eurothema, Carisbrooke Hall, London, running alongside Thematica II.  
 
2008  
27 Feb -1 March Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
2-3 May  Harrogate 2008, Harrogate www.harrogate2008.org.uk  
14-22 May Israel 2008, Tel Aviv, Israel. 
20-28 June  Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
28-29 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL 
August  Olymphilex, Beijing, China.  
17-20 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
18-21 September WIPA 2008, Vienna, Austria 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
 
2009  
25-28 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
6-10 May  IBRA 2009, Essen, Germany 
16-19 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
 
2010  
24-27 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
8-15 May   London 2010 Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK.  

www.london2010.org.uk  
15-18 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
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New RDPs for 2007  The Roll of Distinguished Philatelists was 
established in 1921 by the Philatelic Congress of Great Britain with the 
approval of His Majesty King George V who was the first Signatory. An 
invitation to sign the Roll is regarded as the world’s premier philatelic 
honour. Including the newly elected RDPs, of some 330 philatelists from 
45 countries who have achieved this distinction, there are at present 70 
Signatories from 27 countries including 13 from the United Kingdom.  
    At a recent meeting of the Board of Election to the Roll of 
Distinguished Philatelists, it was unanimously agreed to ask the following 
to sign the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists at the next Philatelic 
Congress of Great Britain to be held at Croydon on 24th November 2007. 
    Congratulations to Paulo Comelli (Brazil), Dr Ulrich Ferchenbauer 
(Austria) and Dr Peter P. McCann (United States of America). 
 
 
ABPS Handbook and Directory This publication has long been 
recognised as an unrivalled reference to the society network in the United 
Kingdom. Published every two years, it lists all philatelic societies in the 
United Kingdom, whether local, national or specialist. Additional 
information relates to museums, publications, philatelic bureaux and 
other international institutions. The price is £15.00 post-free in the UK, or 
£7.50 post-free in the UK to members of affiliated societies. 
    Enquiries: To order your copy of the ABPS Directory and Handbook 
2007, contact Geoff Longbottom, ABPS Publicity and Publications 
Officer, Mill Close, Hickling NR12 0YT, telephone (01692 598844) or 
Email abps.phil@elics.co.uk 
 
 

ABPS Award of Merit Those who play a major part in philately on a 
local and regional basis can receive the ABPS Award of Merit. Taking 
the form of a framed certificate, this recognises voluntary effort. 
Candidates must be members of an organisation affiliated to the ABPS 
and not more than 15 awards are made each year. 
    The Awards of Merit awarded by the ABPS Awards Committee in 
2007 went to: 

Name Nominating Organisation 

John Berridge Southampton and District Philatelic Society 

John Campbell  Hampshire Philatelic Federation 

Paul Gaywood North Western Philatelic Federation 

Peter Kirk North West Philatelic Federation 

John Lea Woking and District Philatelic Society 

mailto:abps.phil@elics.co.uk?subject=ABPS%20Publications
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Alan Rigby Bolton Philatelic Society 

Richard Stroud Somerset and Dorset Philatelic Federation 

    Congratulations to these hard working people who unselfishly give-up 
their time for the benefit of our hobby. 

 
 
Congress Medal  The award for long term service to philately is the 
Congress Medal. This prestigious award is presented to just one person 
each year at the Philatelic Congress of Great Britain, together with a 
distinctive lapel pin. It is in recognition of dedication to the hobby over 
many years. The award is not for philatelic excellence, but for voluntary 
endeavours particularly at national level.  
    This year the award goes to Jean M. Wood, who is described as “one of 
those quiet people who get on with the job, not frightened to undertake 
any task”. Congratulations to Jean, who is a worthy recipient of this 
philatelic honour. 
 
 
Julian Chapman Memorial Scholarship  Applications are invited for 
this travelling scholarship from philatelists, wherever resident, wishing to 
study Commonwealth stamps or postal history. The scholarship, for a 
sum of up to £2,500, will be a contribution towards travelling costs, 
accommodation and subsistence for a trip, particularly overseas. 
    Applications, which must be received before 30 September 2007, 
should include: 
 an outline of the subject to be studied and how it relates to the  
 applicant’s previous philatelic research; 
 intentions as to publication of the results after completion of the  

study; 
 an accurate costing of the trip, including places and organisations  
 to be visited; 
 a short philatelic curriculum vitae (including personal details,  
 collecting interests, previous publications and philatelic  
 achievements). 
    The application should, if possible, be limited to two sides of an A4 
sheet of paper and should be sent to: The Julian Chapman Memorial 
Scholarship, The Royal Philatelic Society London, 41 Devonshire Place, 
London W1G 6JY 
 
 
Building Refurbishment  The Royal Philatelic Society occupies the 
elegant building at 41 Devonshire Place, which comprises four stories 



and a basement and houses a magnificent library, a comprehensive 
museum and some unique collections of stamps. This building, which 
was built over 200 years ago, has been the home of the Royal for more 
than 80 years and it has a charm and elegance which has endeared it to 
many generations of the world's leading philatelists. 
    One of the problems of occupying a building of this age is that it was 
not constructed in accordance with modern building standards and it 
requires a high level of maintenance. It has been recognised for some 
years that the interior of the Royal's building needed renovation. In 
November 2006 Brian Trotter, the newly appointed secretary, was given 
the responsibility for co-ordinating a comprehensive programme of 
refurbishment which was completed at the end of March 2007. 
    The whole building has been redecorated and rewired and changes 
have been made to ensure that it complies with the latest fire regulations. 
Every effort has been made to maintain the character of the building and 
substantial improvements have been made to the Meeting Room and the 
Large Library. 
    New freestanding display frames have been acquired to replace the old 
frames, which needed to be stood on tables. This allows more space for 
viewing and personal comfort has been increased by the installation of an 
air-conditioning system. The purchase of new chairs and a powerful 
projector now enable more people to enjoy video displays of philatelic 
material in a room, which has maintained its elegance and charm. 
    This is the first stage in a programme of reorganisation, which is still 
being developed and is expected to involve the relocation of the Expert 
Committee to a more suitable location in due course. 
    The meeting room facilities at the Royal are available for hire and 
since the closure of the British Philatelic Trust there has been an increase 
in the demand for society meetings to be held at 41 Devonshire Place. 
The changes, which have been made during the past six months, make 
this a very attractive venue for philatelic meetings. (Report compiled by 
Michael Pitt-Payne) 
 
 
Graphite-lined Stamps  Rushstamps has issued a Smilers sheet in a 
numbered limited edition of 250 sheets to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the first graphite-lined stamps, which were issued in 1957. 
    The pillar box design pictorial definitive stamp was chosen and the 
margins depict the original First Day Covers which were produced at the 
time. The commemorative labels bear appropriate text and (mock) 
graphite lines. 



    Enquiries: Sheets are priced at £26.95 and are available from 
www.rushstamps.co.uk or by post from Rushstamps (Retail) Ltd., P O 
Box One, Lyndhurst SO43 7PP. 
 
 
Periodicals received  The office has received several GB-related 
periodicals of late including The GB Journal and The GBPS Newsletter 
for March/April and May/June. From abroad has come The GBCC 
Journal (USA) April issue and Rundbrief number 146 (Germany), both of 
which give a different slant on British philately. These periodicals are all 
up to their usual very high standard and are a must for any true collector 
of GB, and offer studies and snippets on many subjects not covered 
elsewhere. 
    Enquiries: Great Britain Philatelic Society, Membership Secretary, 
Peter Tanner, Highstandings, 13 St Hubert's Close, Gerrards Cross SL9 
7EN. 
    Great Britain Collectors Club, Parker A Bailey, 2341 SW 86th Terrace, 
Davie, FL33324, USA (email pbaileyjr@comcast.net). 
    Forschungsgemeinschaft Grossbritannien E.V., Theo Brauers, 
Landwehring 52, B-4731 Raeren-Lichtenbusch  (email Brauers@gws-
dueren.de). 
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Stamp Weekly  This month sees the 40th anniversary of the publication 
by Link House of Stamp Weekly. I recall eagerly visiting WHSmith’s 
every week to get my copy of this exciting new colour tabloid newspaper, 
which I did until it ceased publication after approaching 200 issues in 
June 1971. 
    The first issue led with a piece about the world’s rarest stamp being for 
sale (at that time it was the 1c British Guiana, not the yellow Swedish 
Triskilling stamp that now holds that coveted position). A second article 
told readers that Postmaster General Edward Short had announced that 
Great Britain will not flood the stamp collecting world with special 
issues. It appears that collectors feared that too many stamps may be 
issued in coming years, but Mr. Short made it clear that there was no such 
intention. “Our present plans to bring out five or six a year are, I think, 
just about right”, he said.   
    What a shame that the British philatelic market can no longer support a 
weekly publication. 
 
 
Stamp Events Listing 
2007  
5 Sep, 10 Oct, 14 Nov, 12 Dec  Strand Stamp Fair, Galleon Suite, Royal National Hotel, Bedford Way,  
  London WC1H 0DG. www.stampshows.net 
19-22 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-3 November Philatex, The Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, Greycoat & Elverton Street, London  SW1 

www.stampshows.net 
23-24 November ABPS National Exhibition and Philatelic Congress of GB, Fairfield Halls, Croydon. 
24-25 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
24-25 November  Eurothema, Carisbrooke Hall, London, running alongside Thematica II.  
 
2008  
27 Feb -1 March Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
2-3 May  Harrogate 2008, Harrogate www.harrogate2008.org.uk  
14-21 May Israel 2008, Tel Aviv, Israel. 
20-28 June  Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
28-29 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL 
August  Olymphilex, Beijing, China  
12-14 September Praga 2008, Prague, Czech Republic 
17-20 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
18-21 September WIPA 2008, Vienna, Austria 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
 
2009  
25-28 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
6-10 May  IBRA 2009, Essen, Germany 
30 July-4 August Korea 2009, Seoul, Korea 
Late August Hong Kong 2009, Hong Kong SAR 
16-19 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
October  China 2009, Beijing, China 
December Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
 
2010  
24-27 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
8-15 May   London 2010 Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK.  

www.london2010.org.uk  
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15-18 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-10 October Lisbon 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
Oct./Nov  South Africa 2010, South Africa 

 
 
ABPS Society Journal Competition  John and I acted as judges this year 
for the ABPS society journal of the year competition. It was an enjoyable 
task reading so many publications that we might never have seen before, 
or might see but choose not to read because the content appears irrelevant 
to our collecting interests. A detailed review of each publication revealed 
that in fact  it is always possible to find something of interest in every 
journal, even when not apparently the case.  
 
Specialist Societies Class (10 entries) 
Winner: Canadian Philatelic Society of Great Britain, Maple Leaves, editor Graham Searle. 
Second: Revenue Society of Great Britain, Revenue Society Journal, editor Clive Akerman. 
Third: France & Colonies Philatelic Society, Journal of the France & Colonies Philatelic Society, 
editor M S Tyler. 
 
Local Societies and Federations Class (nine entries) 
Winner: Sheffield Philatelic Society, The Sheffield Philatelist, editor Gregg M Spring. 
Second: Croydon Philatelic Society, The Katherine Street Post, editor B W Conway. 
Third (equal) Cornwall Philatelic Federation, The Cornish and Redditch Philatelic Society, Halcyon 
 

    The two winning societies received a cheque for £100, while first and 
second placed editors received a Certificate of Commendation at the 
ABPS Annual General Meeting held at Midpex back in June. 
    The ABPS noted “It is extremely heartening to see such a significant 
increase in the number of entries and hopes that interest in the event will 
continue to grow”. 
    Our congratulations go to all editors, for not one entry was unworthy of 
submission, making the final choice of winning titles very difficult.  
 
 
Holland in Bloom  TNT Post in the Netherlands has issued one of two 
'unique' stamp sets planned for this year (details of the second set are still 
under-wraps). The flower stamps, issued on 1 May 2007, come in 
sheetlets of ten and contain real seeds of five different flowers, including 
petunias, toadflax, snapdragons and lobelia, that you can grow yourself.  
    As far as TNT Post can ascertain, these are the first stamps with 'real 
flowers' instead of only a picture of them.  The seeds are embedded in the 
stamp beneath a thin layer of plastic and the recipient simply peels back 
the plastic, plants the stamp and seeds, and watches them bloom.  
    The humble postage stamp has come a long way since 1840! 
 
Publications received  Issue 74 of Orbit, the journal of the Astro Space 
Stamp Society, has recently appeared. Within its 42 A4 pages (some in 
colour) can be found much to interest the collector of this fascinating 

http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/


discipline. Articles include the Shuttle story, details of USA spy, 
classified, secret and unknown flights, unmanned satellites on stamps and 
much more besides.  
    Enquiries: Membership enquiries can be directed to Brian J Lockyer, 
Secretary, ASSS, 21 Exford Close, Weston-Super-Mare BS23 4RE, or 
email Brian on bjlockyer.spacestamps@virgin.net  
     
    The Concorde Study Circle’s Newsletter for June 2007 comprises 32 
A5 pages and continues to produce lots of new material relating to this 
much-loved aircraft, including stamps, telephone cards, postcards, 
memorabilia and coins. They have a meeting scheduled for the Saturday 
of Autumn Stampex and I am sure that you would be welcomed as a 
guest, joining the 15/20 members who normally attend such gatherings. 
    Enquiries: Membership details are available by emailing 
brianasquith@talktalk.net, or write to Brian at “Alandale”, Radcliffe 
Gardens, Carshalton Beeches SM5 4PQ.  
 
The July/August 2007 publications from the Great Britain Philatelic 
Society, namely The GBPS Newsletter and The GB Journal, have 
appeared. The newsletter is a milestone issue, as its editor, Tony Walker, 
has produced his final copy before Howard Hughes takes over from 
number 307. It was eight years ago that Tony started his term of office 
and the newsletter has improved greatly in this time, including the 
occasional use of colour, but perhaps more importantly he has made it a 
philatelic publication that contains much of permanent reference as 
distinct from being ephemeral in content.  
    The journal contains major articles on overprinted GB stamps used in 
the UK, inks used on 1881 1d Lilac stamps, features on flaws, cylinders 
and early dates, book reviews and a continuation of the Mary Adshead 
Archive series.  
    Enquiries: Contact the GBPS Membership Secretary, Peter Tanner, 
Highstandings, 13 St Hubert's Close, Gerrards Cross SL9 7EN, or email 
him at peter@ltanner.freeserve.co.uk  
 
 
London 2010 contract signed  The formal contract between the 
organisers of the London 2010 International Stamp Exhibition and FIP, 
the International Federation of Philately, was recently signed in St 
Petersburg during the World Stamp Exhibition held in that city.  
    Signing on behalf of London 2010 was Brian Trotter, Chairman of the 
Organising Committee, and Peter McCann, the FIP Consultant for the 
event. Present to witness the signing were Alexander Ilyushin, President 
of the Jury for the St Petersburg exhibition, and Viacheslav Klochko, who 
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played a key part in the organisation of the event.  
    London 2010 will be held at the Business Design Centre in Islington, 
London, on 8-15 May 2010. It is the core event of a number of activities 
taking place around the United Kingdom that year under the banner of 
‘Festival of Stamps’. These will include an exhibition in The Guildhall 
Art Gallery presented by The Royal Philatelic Collection and the British 
Postal Museum & Archive.  
    The exhibition in the Business Design Centre will include competitive 
exhibits from around the world, plus many stands for dealers, auctioneers 
and postal administrations. Although the event is three years away, all the 
stands have already been reserved, and there is currently a waiting list. 
There will also be a special area to excite young collectors, being 
organised by the Stamp Active Network. 
 
 
 
 
(1400 words)  
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Stamp Events Listing 
2007  
10 Oct, 14 Nov, 12 Dec  Strand Stamp Fair, Galleon Suite, Royal National Hotel, Bedford Way,  
  London WC1H 0DG. www.stampshows.net 
1-3 November Philatex, The Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, Greycoat & Elverton Street, London  SW1 

www.stampshows.net 
23-24 November ABPS National Exhibition and Philatelic Congress of GB, Fairfield Halls, Croydon. 
24-25 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
24-25 November  Eurothema, Carisbrooke Hall, London, running alongside Thematica II.  
 
2008  
27 Feb -1 March Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
2-3 May  Harrogate 2008, Harrogate www.harrogate2008.org.uk  
14-21 May Israel 2008, Tel Aviv, Israel. 
20-28 June  Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
28-29 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL 
August  Olymphilex, Beijing, China  
12-14 September Praga 2008, Prague, Czech Republic 
17-20 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
18-21 September WIPA 2008, Vienna, Austria 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
 
2009  
25-28 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
6-10 May  IBRA 2009, Essen, Germany 
30 July-4 August Korea 2009, Seoul, Korea 
Late August Hong Kong 2009, Hong Kong SAR 
16-19 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
October  China 2009, Beijing, China 
December Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
 
2010  
24-27 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
8-15 May   London 2010 Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK.  

www.london2010.org.uk  
15-18 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-10 October Lisbon 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
Oct./Nov  South Africa 2010, South Africa 

 
 
Stampa  Dublin will be the location for the 36th annual Irish national 
stamp exhibition at the Royal Dublin Society (RDS), Ballsbridge, Dublin 
4, between Friday 12 and Sunday 14th October. This is always an 
enjoyable and well attended show that is well worth a visit. 
    Enquiries: Write to Stampa, PO Box 2723, Cardiff Lane, Dublin 2, 
Ireland, or telephone +353 (0)1 454 6675. 
 
 
Croydon 2007 A reminder that The Fairfield Halls in Croydon, Surrey, 
will be the venue for the 2007 ABPS Exhibition and National 
Competitions, to be held next month on Friday 23 November and 
Saturday 24 November. The opening times are 10am to 6pm on Friday, 
closing an hour earlier at 5pm on the Saturday. A complimentary stock 
book will be presented to every visitor.  

http://www.stampshows.net/
http://www.stampshows.net/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.harrogate2008.org.uk/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.london2010.org.uk/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.fairfield.co.uk/


    The event will include the 89th annual Philatelic Congress of Great 
Britain. Tony Walker will present the Congress paper, The 40th 
Anniversary of Machin Stamps, in the Fairfield Halls and there will also 
be a presentation by Dr Peter P McCann, one of the new signatories to the 
Roll of Distinguished Philatelists. 
    Events on Friday include: 11am Polar Postal History Society of Great 
Britain meeting, 2pm Great Britain Philatelic Society meeting and 
display, 7.30pm Great Britain Philatelic Society dinner; while on 
Saturday visitors can enjoy at 11am the Cinderella Stamp Club Annual 
General Meeting  
    After the exhibition closes on Saturday the focus will shift to 
Addington Palace, set in 163 acres of grounds. Built in the 1770s, the 
Palace was previously a residence of the Archbishops of Canterbury. The 
signing of the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists, and the presentation of 
the Congress Medal, will be held here late on Saturday afternoon, 
followed by the banquet and awards presentation in the Great Hall.  
    Getting to the show is easy, as The Fairfield Halls are about 500metres 
from East Croydon railway station, served by frequent trains from 
London Victoria, London Charing Cross, London Bridge, Clapham 
Junction, Gatwick Airport, Brighton and Bedford etc., and with daily 
services from the Midlands and the North. Croydon Tramlink 
(connections from Beckenham Junction, West Croydon and Wimbledon) 
passes nearby.  
    Do try to attend if at all possible, as the event promises to offer a great 
couple of days of philately… not forgetting that Eurothema is also being 
held that weekend as a part of Thematica II. 
    Enquiries:  www.croydon2007.org.uk  
 
 
Eurothema 07, a seven-nation competitive thematic exhibition, will be 
held in conjunction with Thematica II at Carisbrooke Hall, 63 Seymour 
Street, London W2 (near Marble Arch), on Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 
November 2007. The hours of opening are 10:30am to 5:30pm on 
Saturday and 10:30am to 5:00pm on Sunday. 
    Enquiries: www.brit-thematic-assoc.com/eurothema.htm  
 
 
Efiro 08  In 2008, there will be celebrations to mark 150 years since the 
issue of the first Romanian postal stamps, the famous “Bull Head”. To 
celebrate this, between 20 to 27 June, Romania will host in Bucharest at 
Romexpo the EFIRO 2008 World Philatelic Exhibition, followed on 28 
June by the 70th FIP Congress. 
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    The exhibition will be organized by the Romanian Post Office together 
with the Romanian Philatelic Federation, under the patronage of the 
Fédération Internationale de Philatélie (FİP), which was granted at FIP 
Singapore Congress of 2004, under the patronage of International 
Association of Philatelic Journalists (AIJP) and also under the high 
patronage (expected) of the Romanian Presidency. 
    The first EFIRO exhibition with an international participation was held 
in 1932, under the high patronage of King Carol II, whereas the next two 
took place in 1998 and 2004 at the Palace of Parliament. 
    Enquiries: www.efiro2008.ro  
 
 
WIPA08  The best in the world of philately can be seen from 18 to 21  
September 2008 where, for the sixth time since 1881, Vienna will be the 
centre of the world of stamps. In the year 2000 more than 60.000 
interested visitors, amateurs and professionals visited the exhibition. 600 
exhibitors (postal administrations, stamp dealers and associations) from 
all over the world presented their treasures and fascinated the visitors. In 
2008 world famous specialties will again attract philatelists and non-
philatelists alike.  
    On the occasion of WIPA08, Austria Post will issue three triangular 
stamps. Together, the three stamps form the symbol of WIPA with three 
landmarks of Vienna: the Giant Wheel, St. Stephen’s Cathedral and the 
Gloriette of the Schönbrunn castle. The stamps will be issued with a 
surtax (55cents plus 20cents surtax) between 2006 and 2008. The surtax 
will back-up the financing of WIPA. In the year 2008 all three stamps 
will appear in a new joint print.  
    Enquiries: Visit www.wipa08.com  
 
 
Publications received   
The Newsletter of the British Royal Portraits Stamp Group has now 
reached issue 132. Ably edited by Cyril Parsons, it is a colour publication 
that I have never seen before, despite having known of its existence for a 
long time. What perhaps surprised me the most is that it does not just 
cover stamps depicting portraits of British royalty as the title might 
suggest, but relates to the entire world of royals.  
    This newsletter covers European Royalty with, among other issues, a 
Danish stamp depicting Crown Prince Frederik and Crown Princess Mary 
with their baby Prince Christian, and Crown Princess Maxima of the 
Netherlands is shown on stamps of The Gambia and Grenada.  
    Meanwhile, “Rest of the World Royalty” has a set of stamps depicting 
Shaikh Muhammad bin Rashid al Maktoum, the ruler of Dubai. This 

http://www.efiro2008.ro/
http://www.wapa08.com/


issue is not for the poor collectors among us for we learn that the 
purchase price when issued this May was c£300. Mind you, they are 
described as ‘original metal on stamps’ and are made of gold, silver and 
platinum. 
    Closer to home, there is an interesting Jersey stamp showing a Karsh 
portrait of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. It looks at first glance to be 
the 1986 £1 stamp celebrating the Queen’s 60th birthday, but all is not 
what it seems. The value is shown as being ‘1 SOVEREIGN’ instead of 
‘£1’. Whether it is a printer’s proof or a forgery has yet to be ascertained, 
so if readers can assist with further information then I am sure that Cyril 
would appreciate hearing from you. 
    Enquiries: Cyril Parsons, Editor BRPSG, 83 Ingram Avenue, 
Aylesbury HP21 9DH, or email him at Cyril.abc@btinternet.com  
 
 
Auctions Over 1200 lots of fine stamps and postal history passed under 
the auctioneers hammer at Harmers of London’s Chiswick Galleries at 
the end of July. The sale commenced with the ‘Sheffield Find’ of Great 
Britain covers comprising a solicitor’s archive that had not seen the light 
of day for well over 100 years. A crowded auction room found many 
happy buyers as the group offered as over 120 lots realised in excess of 
£65,000. 
    The most surprising lot in this section was Lot 90 ‘1841 1d. Red block 
of ten on cover’, described as having faults but nevertheless rare and 
spectacular. Estimate £250, realised an amazing £5,605. The sale 
continued with the properties of other vendors and Lot 154 was ‘an1840 
Mulready 2d.envelope used’ that had an estimate of £1,000 and realised 
£1,652; while Lot 204 ‘A remarkable cover bearing seven single 1d. 
Blacks from Plate IX (with at least one more missing) bore an estimate of 
£2,500 and realised £3,304. 
    The total for the sale was £480,962 (all prices realised include the 
buyers commission) and they believe that the stamp market remains 
strong with continued demand for unusual and rare items.  
    Enquiries For a full set of prices realised and further details of this sale 
and Harmers future auctions contact: Harmer of London stamp 
auctioneers Ltd., 11, 111 Power Road, Chiswick, London W4 5PY  
or visit www.harmers.com  and view the entire sale there. 
 
Cavendish Auctions sale held on 26 July comprised collections and there 
were some 373 interesting lots on offer. Lot 297 was for 1000s of 
commercial British covers with many useful markings. Estimate £60, 
realised £110. Lot 371 comprised an extensive QV to QEII collection of 
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postal stationery items, including returned letters and newspaper 
wrappers estimated at £300, it sold for £500. 
    Enquiries: Cavendish Philatelic Auctions, Cavendish House, 153-157 
London Road, Derby DE1 2SY, or visit www.cavendish-auctions.com  
 
 
Lottery Funding Stamp collectors and lovers of the history of the post 
are being given a rare opportunity this December to help secure major 
lottery funding that would enable many of the artefacts currently held by 
the British Postal Museum & Archive (BPMA) in store at Debden in 
Essex to be put on permanent display at a new site. 
    Funding is being sought from the Big Lottery Fund and The National 
Museum of Science & Industry (NMSI) is in the final round of bidding 
for a £50 million grant towards the costs of an exciting development and 
has already successfully raised commercial sponsorship. They will know 
that this venture is going ahead by this Christmas thanks to a television 
programme that will seek the public’s opinion via telephone voting as to 
which of six worthy projects should win the grant - which is where you 
come in, but more of that later after some further background 
information. 
    The BPMA collection occupies approximately 1500 square metres of 
storage and the objects within the collection include circa 50 motor 
vehicles, 100+ letterboxes, sorting equipment and a range of smaller, but 
no less fascinating, artefacts. The collections themes cover important 
areas of the development of postal services including delivery and 
transport, sorting and mechanical innovation, street furniture and changes 
in design and brand. These items are sometimes accessible at Debden, but 
not on a regular basis. 
    The Science Museum already uses a 545-acre airfield at Wroughton 
near Swindon for storage and events. They are currently working on the 
design and funding for a National Collection Centre (to be known as 
‘Inspired’) for their own material and that of three other national 
museums at that location and the new museum is scheduled to open in 
2010. This unique £64 million world-class attraction will be 
environmentally friendly with energy provided by renewable sources and 
a super-insulated structure, and a sympathetic design blending in with the 
surrounding landscape. 
    The aim is to provide quality surroundings that are environmentally 
sustainable, coupled with low running costs and further partners, so if 
BPMA joins NMSI they would be able to store the majority of the 
museum collection for a guaranteed 125 years with the only future cost 
being an annual maintenance fee. The NMSI scheme offers BPMA high 
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profile collections access alongside the national collection most closely 
related to it. 
    The site at Wroughton will have conservation laboratories, learning 
facilities and event space that would allow BPMA to meet its access and 
learning targets for this important area of its work. The collection would 
still be available for events and exhibitions elsewhere linking with 
BPMA’s outreach ambitions.  
    The aim is still for BPMA and the National Philatelic Society to 
relocate its philatelic collections, library and archives from Freeling 
House to new London premises and discussions continue with Royal 
Mail. The Wroughton project is separate and additional to the plans for 
London. 
    It is hoped that you now have enough information to be able to cast 
your telephone vote and choose Inspired as your preferred recipient of 
the Big Lottery Fund’s £50 million. Details of the TV station, date and 
timing of the programme is not currently available, but it is hoped that 
December’s magazine will be able to publish this information – if not, be 
sure to look at your favourite Christmas TV listings paper. 
    The opportunity to be part of helping to secure funding of this huge 
amount of money will not come again and I would ask that you give it 
your support. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.voteinspired.org.uk  or text ‘SMS Inspired’ to 
88833 to sign-up for free updates and the latest news as it happens on this 
exciting project. 
 
(2300 words) 

http://www.voteinspired.org.uk/


STAMP SCENE  
November 2007 

Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 
 
Stamp Events Listing 
2007  
14 Nov, 12 Dec   Strand Stamp Fair, Galleon Suite, Royal National Hotel, Bedford Way,  
  London WC1H 0DG. www.stampshows.net 
19-22 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-3 November Philatex, The Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, Greycoat & Elverton Street, London  SW1 

www.stampshows.net 
23-24 November ABPS National Exhibition and Philatelic Congress of GB, Fairfield Halls, Croydon. 
24-25 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
24-25 November  Eurothema, Carisbrooke Hall, London, running alongside Thematica II.  
 
2008 
27 Feb -1 March Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
2-3 May  Harrogate 2008, Harrogate www.harrogate2008.org.uk  
14-22 May Israel 2008, Tel Aviv, Israel. 
20-28 June  Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
28-29 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL 
August  Olymphilex, Beijing, China  
12-14 September Praga 2008, Prague, Czech Republic 
17-20 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
18-21 September WIPA 2008, Vienna, Austria 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
 
2009 
25-28 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
6-10 May  IBRA 2009, Essen, Germany 
30 July-4 August Korea 2009, Seoul, Korea 
Late August Hong Kong 2009, Hong Kong SAR 
16-19 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
October  China 2009, Beijing, China 
December Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
 
2010 
24-27 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
8-15 May   London 2010 Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK.  

www.london2010.org.uk  
15-18 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-10 October Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
Oct./ Nov  South Africa 2010, South Africa 

 
 
Computer Seminar A day long seminar on computers and philately will 
be held by the National Philatelic Society on Saturday 17 November 
2007. A ‘hands-on’ guide to using your computer to enhance your 
philatelic collection, this seminar will be held at 20/21 Arcadia Avenue, 
London N3 2JU.[a location map will be provided to those attending] 
commencing at 10.30am and finishing at about 4.00pm. 
    Computers have become an essential tool in research and writing up 
collections and so the seminar is aimed at improving skills in these areas, 
and will be based on Microsoft Word for Windows, use of the Internet 
and simple graphics. It is not intended for absolute beginners, but for 
those who have some knowledge and who wish to expand it. Chris King 
will lead this tutorial seminar, which is limited to twelve places on a first 
come-first served basis.  

http://www.stampshows.net/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.stampshows.net/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.harrogate2008.org.uk/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.london2010.org.uk/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/


    There will be a charge of £10 (£8 for members of the National 
Philatelic Society) and the deadline for applications falls on the day this 
Bulletin is mailed, but late applications will be considered and a 
subsequent seminar will be held if demand warrants it. 
    For further details and a booking form, please send a stamped 
addressed envelope to Christopher Oliver, National Philatelic Society, c/o 
The British Postal Museum & Archive, Freeling House, Phoenix Place, 
London WC1X 0DL or visit www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps where the 
booking form is also available 
 
 
NPS Meetings Saturday Meetings of the National are normally held at 
City University, London on the second Saturday of the month with a 400-
lot room and postal members’ auction at 1pm followed by the display at 
2.45pm. Members also enjoy six issues a year of the magazine Stamp 
Lover (with its Checklists of philatelic articles), plus Literature Sales, 
separate Stamp and Postal History Circulating Packets, and the renowned 
National Philatelic Society Library, which is now located at the British 
Postal Museum & Archive. 
    Forthcoming Displays at the National include ‘Aspects of British 
Booklets 1900-1975’ by Ian Harvey FRPSL on Saturday 10 November, 
followed by the traditional Christmas meeting on Saturday 8 December.  
Visitors are always welcome to attend. 
    Enquiries: Peter Mellor, Honorary Secretary, Telephone 020 7239 
2571, email nps@ukphilately.org.uk  or visit the society’s website at 
www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps  
 
 
Mercury Project  This web-based project, named as homage to the 
‘Mercury Stamp Journal’ of the late Edwin Mueller, is an archive site for 
scholarly articles on various aspects of philately. Contributors are 
participants at Richard Frajola's Board for Philatelists. The concept is to 
provide a place where articles can be archived, or previewed for peer 
review prior to possible additional publication in print, or material 
exhibited.   
    There are currently around twenty articles with an American bias, but 
including a useful article by David Beech on how to look after your 
collection, ‘Mail between BNA and the UK 1766-1875’ by David 
Handelman and ‘The Cope Line of Liverpool - .Philadelphia Packets’ by 
Richard Frajola.  
    Worth a regular look, as the site also includes other material of interest 
to collectors such as an online 16 page exhibit entitled ‘Great Britain 
Imperforate Line Engraved - the Vanity and the Insanity’ and ‘A Group 
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of Early Postage Stamp Related Song Sheets’, which are most nostalgic 
even if they do only show the covers. Who could resist viewing ‘The 
Trolley Mail Galop’ (sic), or ‘How are you off for stamps’! The lyrics for 
‘The Stamp Collector’s Song’ include: ‘So here's to the praise of the best 
of craze, and the daily increase of our treasures, for as long as it pays let 
us follow the craze the pleasure of kings and king of all pleasures. With 
its fortune un-told, for the young and old it has charms for the judge and 
the rector, for the clerk on his stool and the youngster at school. Hurrah 
for the stamp collector.’ Hurrah indeed. 
    Enquiries: For Project Mercury visit www.rfrajola.com/mercury/mercury.htm 

and for the Frajola home page go to www.rfrajola.com  
 
 
Machin Mania Larry Rosenblum has taken over the running of a Blog 
(web log) about Machin stamps that readers will wish to regularly 
consult.  It is produced in partnership with his website 
www.GBMachins.co.uk and at the time of writing included 121 entries 
this year, including features on Boots labels, PSBs going litho, 20 years 
of Windows books and much else besides. 
    Enquiries: Visit http://machinmania.blogspot.com/  (note that the lack 
of ‘www’ in the address is correct). 
 
 
Hospice Help You can help Royal Mail supplier Walsall Security 
Printers to get a hospice for its town. Walsall Hospice is a registered 
charity that has been tirelessly campaigning for over 15 years for a 
hospice in Walsall, which has one of the highest rates of cancer in the 
United Kingdom. 
    The waiting will soon be over since work has now begun to build 
Walsall’s very first fully integrated Palliative Care Centre, which will 
include a 12 bedded inpatient hospice, on the former Goscote Hospital 
site. Scheduled to open in 2009, this is a much needed and welcome 
addition to health care services in the Borough. 
    If you are a user of an Internet search engine, why not forsake your 
usual favourite by logging on to www.getagallery.com/wsps/ask.html and 
help Walsall Hospice by using this form to search the Internet. This is a 
free service provided by WSP, so it won't cost anything to use it, but you 
will ensure that a valuable donation of 10p is made to the Hospice. 
    Enquiries: For more information contact Walsall Hospice on: 01922 
858631 or visit www.walsallhospice.org.uk/ 
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High Speed 1 On the 14th November a new high speed line opens and 
sees Eurostar trains departing from St Pancras International instead of 
Waterloo. Brussels will now be under two hours from London, while 
Paris can be reached in just two hours twenty minutes. 
    FDC producer Adrian Bradbury is commemorating this milestone in 
rail travel with a limited edition of 2000 Business Customised Sheets, 
priced at £30 including postage and packing. 
    Enquiries: Order online at www.bfdc.co.uk, email brad@bfdc.co.uk, 
or write to him at A.G. Bradbury, 3 Link Road, Stoneygate, Leicester 
LE2 3RA.  
 
 
Auctions Corbitts are dealers, auctioneers and valuers of postage stamps, 
coins, banknotes, medals, cigarette cards and autographs. They have been 
established over 30 years and have a large and well-established clientele 
throughout the world.  
    Corbitts hold regular public stamp auctions, coin auctions, and auctions 
of cigarette cards, trading cards and autographs in Newcastle upon Tyne 
and the catalogues for these auctions are published on their website 
roughly one month prior to the auction date. They will be holding their 
next general sale on the 15th of this month. 
    Enquiries: Corbitts, 5 Mosley Street, Newcastle Upon Tyne NE1 1YE, 
telephone 0191 232 7268, or visit www.corbitts.com  
 
 
Publications received  The American Topical Association’s 92 page 
Topical Time for July/August has been received in the office. It contains 
its usual mix of valuable information for members and useful articles, 
which include bat operas, hotels, aviation workhorses and weather radar. 
Regular features include Cinderella Corner, publication reviews, topical 
meter stamps, postal stationery and postmarks, among others. 
    The September/October issue arrived just in time to also record here. It 
covers Greek mythology, cattle drives, WWI aces and their aircraft, short 
wave certification cards, and tragedies of Shakespeare. 
    Enquiries:  ATA, PO Box 57, Arlington TX76004-0057, USA, or visit 
www.americantopicalassn.org  
 
    Britannia News for September from the Studiegroep Britannia contains 
much of interest to collectors of all aspects of British philately within its 
92 black and white A4 pages. Partly in English, but mainly in Dutch, the 
latest issue has articles on seaposts, King George VI, great rarities, 
Electro Mechanical Engraving of Machin’s, new British stamps, among 
others such as society news and events.  
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    Enquiries: P R de Rooij, Verlengde Horstlaan 4, 3971 MP Driebergen-
Rijsenburg, The Netherlands, or visit www.sgbritannia.nl   
 
 
    The Insurance and Banking Philatelic Society of Great Britain’s 
publication I&BPS Newsletter is edited by Brian Sole. The September 
issue is of 28 A5 pages and includes features on mail detained in France 
in June 1940 and a book review. 
    Membership enquiries: Membership is open to anyone in, or retired 
from, the financial services sector and costs a mere £5 per year to belong. 
Write to Dudley Baker, 25 Banbury Way, Downs View, Epsom KT17 
4JP or email him at dudley.baker1@ntlworld.com  
 
The Great Britain Collectors Club produces a 36 page journal of a high 
standard entitled The GBCC Chronicle.  The July issue was the last to be 
edited by Paul J Phillips and former president Tom Myers has taken over 
from the September issue onwards. Features in issue 112 include overseas 
mail of the 1840s, identifying early Machin definitives from books and 
coils, GB catalogue comparisons and make-up rate items. 
    Enquiries: visit www.gbstamps.com/gbcc, write to the secretary-
treasurer, Larry Rosenblum, 1030 East El Camino Real, PMB107, 
Sunnyvale, CA94087 USA, or email him at lr@gbstamps.com  
 
New book  The British Post Office Service in Morocco 1907-1957 by Dr. 
David A. Stotter has recently been published by the Postal History 
Society, British Philatelic Trust. It has been supported by the GB 
Overprints Society. The book is hardbound with a dust jacket and 
comprises around 400 pages with many colour illustrations. 
    Described as the first full length book on the Morocco Agencies to be 
published, this volume comprises twelve chapters and two additional 
sections with focus entirely on postal history. Section I covers: 1 1907: 
Change from Gibraltar Administration to the GPO, 2 The Post Offices: 
Tangier and the Spanish Area, 3 The Post Offices: The French Area, 4 
The Competitive Position of the British Post Offices, 5 Emerging 
Problems, 6 The Great War and the First Closures, 7 First Major Threat, 8 
New Developments and Financial Review, 9 Closure of the Post Offices 
in the French Zone, 10 The Spanish Zone and Tangier, 11 Wartime 
(Spanish Civil War & World War II), 12 The End of the Morocco 
Agencies, Section II relates to Cancellations, while Section III covers 
Postage Rates 
    Enquiries: UK Retail price is £49 plus postage & packing of £7.20 
(UK); £12 (Europe and rest of world by surface) or £22 (by air) and will 
be dispatched in a specially fitted protective box.     Orders to: John 
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Sussex, 8 Jenkins Close, Pocklington, York YO42 2PA. Cheques payable 
to ‘The Postal History Society’. Overseas buyers may pay by PayPal. 
Email contact & PayPal payments to johndc.sussex@btinternet.com   
 
 
IBRA ’09 This is an International Stamp Exhibition, which will be held 
from 6-10 May 2009 at the ‘Messe Essen’, Essen, under the patronage of 
the Federation of European Philatelic Associations (FEPA) with 
recognition of the Fédération Internationale de Philatélie (FIP) and 
patronage of the Association Internationale des Journalistes Philatélique 
(AIJP).  
    It will have five competitive classes, namely Traditional Philately, 
Postal History, Thematic Philately, Aerophilately and Philatelic 
Literature. The display frames will be 97.5cm wide x 101cm high and 
hold 12 sheets, in 3 rows of 4. First time entrants whose exhibits have 
been awarded a minimum of a Vermeil medal (75 points) at national level 
and entrants whose exhibits have previously received a Vermeil medal or 
lower at a FIP/FEPA Exhibition will be allocated seven frames (84 
pages).Entrants with exhibits that have been awarded a Large Vermeil 
medal, or a higher award, at a FIP/FEPA exhibition, will be allocated 11 
frames (132 sheets). 
    Enquiries: Bulletin 1 and an entry form are available from Brian Sole, 
UK Commissioner, IBRA ’09, 3 Stockfield Road, Claygate, Esher, 
Surrey KT10 0QG.. Please enclose £1 in postage stamps. 
    Completed entry forms should be returned to the UK Commissioner no 
later than 1 April 2008. It is intended that National Commissioners will 
receive advice of acceptances by 31 October 2008. The entry fee will be 
30 Euros per frame and 30 Euros per Literature entry. 
 
(2235 words) 
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Inspired voting  Further to the feature in the previous issue about the 
Science Museum’s campaign to bid for £50million of Big Lottery  
funding to create Europe’s largest museum at Wroughton, I can confirm 
that the programme will definitely be on ITV1 in early December – 
although we still do not know when it will be broadcast, nor was the 
format of the show clear at the time of going to print.  
    It will be a public vote and you can call or text for your favourite 
project. The scheme with the most votes wins the whole £50million – 
there is no second place. 
    Due to open in 2010 on a 545acre site near Swindon, Inspired will be 
an important stimulus for young people, essential in shaping the UK’s 
science future by providing a hothouse for inspiring scientists, engineers, 
inventors, creators and designers. It is therefore hoped that you will 
support this worthy cause on the night of the broadcast by voting. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.voteinspired.org.uk or text ‘SMS Inspired’ to 
88833 to sign-up for free updates and the latest news as it happens on this 
exciting project that could see the British Postal Museum & Archive’s 
large objects (e.g. postal vans, letter boxes, mechanisation equipment, 
etc.) located at Wroughton alongside the Science Museum’s holdings. 
 
 
Stamp Events Listing 
2007  
12 Dec    Strand Stamp Fair, Galleon Suite, Royal National Hotel, Bedford Way,  
  London WC1H 0DG. www.stampshows.net 
 
2008 
27 Feb -1 March Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
2-3 May  Harrogate 2008, Harrogate www.harrogate2008.org.uk  
14-22 May Israel 2008, Tel Aviv, Israel. 
20-28 June  Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
28-29 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL 
August  Olymphilex, Beijing, China  
12-14 September Praga 2008, Prague, Czech Republic 
17-20 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
18-21 September WIPA 2008, Vienna, Austria 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
 
2009 
25-28 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
6-10 May  IBRA 2009, Essen, Germany 
30 July-4 August Korea 2009, Seoul, Korea 
Late August Hong Kong 2009, Hong Kong SAR 
16-19 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
October  China 2009, Beijing, China 
December Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
 
2010 
24-27 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
8-15 May   London 2010 Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK.  

www.london2010.org.uk  
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15-18 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-10 October Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
Oct./ Nov  South Africa 2010, South Africa 
 
 
Meter Franking There is a fascinating website for those interested in 
British meter franking marks. This site is managed by Alastair Nixon, 
who produces a monthly online newsletter that reports on all meter news 
– old and new.  
    There are currently over 80 newsletters available for either online 
viewing, saving as a file on your computer, or they can even be printed 
off in colour if desired.  
    The site also includes a feature about meter markings for the thematic 
collector (which has over twenty themes illustrated with appropriate 
markings), a listing of key events in meter franking from 1920 and a 
useful introductory page for those unfamiliar with this method of paying 
for (primarily) business postage.  
    There is also a useful chart showing all of the prefixes used as part of 
the machine number so as to identify the model and manufacturer that an 
impression came from. An example number is T788579, which the chart 
was able to confirm came from a Francotyp-Postalia T1000 model first 
introduced to the British market in 1992.  
    Enquiries: visit www.meterfranking.co.uk 
 
 
Best Scouts stamp The winner by Scouts votes of the 2007 EUROPA 
stamp competition is the Armenian postal operator HAYPOST. EUROPA 
stamps are special stamps issued by European postal administrations / 
enterprises, under the aegis of PostEurop, and that have Europe as their 
central theme.  
    The EUROPA best stamp design competition is a yearly event which 
takes place during PostEurop’s Plenary Assembly. The first competition, 
in 2002 saw Malta win best stamp design. Following winning stamps 
from 2003 to 2006 were from Monaco, Greenland, Iceland and Ukraine.  
    In order to celebrate 100 years of Scouting and to stimulate the interest 
for EUROPA stamps among young scouts, it was decided that the 
EUROPA competition would be opened to scouts around the world, and 
they were invited to vote on-line for the stamp they liked best.  
 
Philately on Broadway  Philately came briefly to New York’s famous 
Broadway theatreland when Theresa Rebeck's ‘Mauritius’ opened at the 
Biltmore Theatre on 4 October for a limited engagement that ended on 14 
November. It received mixed reviews and Associated Press called it “a 
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slick, often unconvincing new play that can't quite make up its mind 
about what it wants to be”.  
    Katie Finneran and Alison Pill play half-sisters whose mother dies and 
leaves behind rare stamps. F. Murray Abraham, Dylan Baker and Bobby 
Cannavale are three men who become interested in the collection when 
they become aware of its potential value. 
    Centred around a family feud regarding the collection, Michael 
Kuchwara of AP wrote “For the most part, ‘Mauritius’ is a play about 
possession and the lengths people are willing to go to get what they want. 
It's too bad that that single-mindedness, that clear focus, doesn't extend to 
the play itself.” 
    The authenticity of the play was assured thanks to involvement by 
Robert Odenweller (a governor of The Collectors Club) and David 
Petruzelli (an expert from The Philatelic Foundation), who both helped 
make sure that it's letter-perfect by flagging language or situations that 
didn't ring true.  
    Joe Dziemianowicz, drama critic of the New York Daily News wrote 
that “The sticky family stuff sounds juicy, even if stamp collecting is 
inherently nerdy.” How very dare he! 
    Regardless of the reviews of the play by theatre critics, it brought 
stamp collecting to the pages of major newspapers across America, which 
has to be good. There is nothing to indicate that the play will open in 
Britain. 
 
 
Exponet 300 An exhibit entitled Disinfected Mail owned by William F 
Sandrik of the USA became the 300th exhibit to be uploaded to the 
Exponet website.  
    The six frames comprise US and Possessions disinfected mail from the 
18th to 20th centuries, Puerto Rico, Philippines and Colombia, the 
Pennsylvania TB Sanatoria, Anthrax Irradiation of the 21st century and 
Hawaii.  
    Paul Hirsch, who is displaying The Philately and Usage of Roumania’s 
Post-Classic Issues of 1872-1889, and Otto Hornung with his Carpatho-
Ukraine display continue to be the only two collectors from the United 
Kingdom to have material on Exponet. 
    The site is crying out for displays relating to the philately of Britain 
from any era, so why not consider uploading your material? It does not 
have to be a gold medal winning display; the idea is simply to make 
available to anyone anywhere in the world interesting collections that 
many collectors may never otherwise encounter. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.japhila.cz/hof   
 

http://www.japhila.cz/hof


 
Dummy Stamps If you are a collector of British Cinderella testing, 
sample, dummy, trial, promotional-type material then I suggest that you 
visit www.stampprinters.info/dummystamps.htm 
    Dummy Stamps Newsletter was instigated by me in the summer of 
2006 and covers items of interest from the world of British dummy 
philatelic material. Of variable length but comprising at least four A4 
sides, it is published as an online publication when time permits, but 
roughly quarterly.  
    Issue six has recently been uploaded and this and all previous issues 
can be downloaded as a PDF file and printed on your own colour or black 
and white printer, or it can be saved as a file for screen viewing. There 
are sufficient margins at top and bottom of each page for printed copies to 
be cut-down from A4 to fit American-sized binders and display books. 
    I freely admit to having been inspired to produce this newsletter by an 
American equivalent publication from the United States Stamp Society 
Dummy Stamp Group entitled Dummy News and Views, which is ably 
edited by Terry Scott. Visit www.usstamps.org/dssg.html to download the 
first eight issues if US Cinderella philately is of interest to you. 
 
 
PostEurop  The French Committee for the History of the Post has 
recently published a bilingual publication compiling the papers of the first 
'International colloquium on the history of European posts' that took place 
in Paris in June 2004.  The book is entitled Post Offices of Europe, 18th-
21st century - A comparative history. 
    This conference was the first European scholarly event of its kind, 
gathering researchers from all fields in the humanities and social 
sciences. They developed questions and issues about organisations and 
network, focusing on comparative studies within Europe. 
    Enquiries: This 920 page work is available for 27 Euros, post paid, 
from La Poste / Siège Social, Comité pour l’histoire de La Poste, CP F 
502, 44, boulevard de Vaugirard, 75757 PARIS cedex 15 France, or go to 
www.posteurop.org  
 
 
Colonel Sanders A US online opinion poll conducted at 
www.postalnews.com recently asked whether Colonel Sanders should 
appear on a stamp because Kentucky Fried Chicken had apparently put in 
a request to the USPS for such an issue.  
    At the time of viewing the poll, the results from 801 votes were 56.4% 
in favour because “he’s an American icon”, with 43.6% saying no “KFC 
is a public health hazard”. 
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    One voter commented “Colonel Sanders? He was not even a military 
Colonel. What an insult to retired and active duty officers who have 
earned their rank the hard way. Please, stop insulting the intelligence of 
the American people. You want an American Icon? What about Sitting 
Bull or one of the other great American Indian leaders?” 
 
(1600 words) 



STAMP SCENE  
January 2008 
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Stamp Events Listing 
2008 
27 Feb -1 March Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
2-3 May  Harrogate 2008, Harrogate www.harrogate2008.org.uk  
14-22 May Israel 2008, Tel Aviv, Israel. 
20-28 June  Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
28-29 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL 
August  Olymphilex, Beijing, China  
12-14 September PRAGA 2008, Prague, Czech Republic 
17-20 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
18-21 September WIPA 2008, Vienna, Austria 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
 
2009 
25-28 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
6-10 May  IBRA 2009, Essen, Germany 
30 July-4 August Korea 2009, Seoul, Korea 
Late August Hong Kong 2009, Hong Kong SAR 
16-19 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
October  China 2009, Beijing, China 
December Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
 
2010 
24-27 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
8-15 May   London 2010 Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK.  

www.london2010.org.uk  
15-18 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-10 October Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
Oct./ Nov  South Africa 2010, South Africa 
 
 
Stamps of the World The 2008 edition of Stanley Gibbons’ full-colour 
Stamps of the World A-Z catalogue has recently appeared. Comprising 
five volumes, it sports a newly designed cover and now includes 
miniature sheets for the whole world. Simplified in its nature, indeed it 
used to be known as the Simplified (and still is by many older collectors), 
the set costs £175 retail. 
    With the number of stamps used for mail purposes diminishing year-
on-year and the number of stamp issues ever-increasing worldwide, we 
are only a couple of years away from the 500,000th stamp. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.stanleygibbons.com, go to their shop at 391 
Strand, London or order through your favourite philatelic dealer or 
bookseller. 
 
 
Mail volumes The Office for National Statistics records interesting 
information about British mail volumes and states: 
    “In October 1871 the half-penny postage was introduced in the United 
Kingdom and in the same year the number of letters delivered stood at 
867 million. By the time of the First World War the number of letters, 
newspapers, halfpenny packets and postcards delivered had almost 
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quadrupled. In 1938, prior to the Second World War, more than 8 billion 
letters, newspapers and postcards were posted. During the war years the 
number posted declined to slightly over 6 billion. However, between 
1941 and 1944 the number of airmail letters posted increased from 10 
million to 224 million. Since then the growth in airmail has been slower 
and in 1999, 693 million airmail letters were posted. The number of 
letters posted has increased steadily since 1981 and almost 20 billion 
were posted in 2000.” 
    Post-2000 records are not available from OfNS at this time, but Royal 
Mail’s unaudited accounts to September 2006 records that some 83 
million items of mail are sent daily, deliveries are made to around 27 
million UK addresses and there are now 113,000 street pillar boxes. 70 
Mail Centres and 1400 Delivery Offices nationwide process the mail and 
a 30,000 strong vehicle fleet and 33,000 bicycles help to distribute and 
deliver the mail. 
   14,299 Post Office branches serve almost 25 million distinct customers 
every week who, between them, make 36 million visits; while Parcelforce 
delivered some 168 million parcels in the first six months of 2006.  
    With 188,000 directly employed staff, Royal Mail Group is still a 
major force to be reckoned with, despite current problems that are not, of 
course, restricted to this country but are a worldwide cause for concern. 
 
 
Eagles Smilers A single stamp taken from an Eagle Coaches Business 
Customised Stamp sheet that used the Hallmarks ‘Cheers’ stamp realised 
£28 in a recent eBay sale. This item, whether it is a single stamp or the 
full sheet, rarely comes on to the market, but a full sheet did recently sell 
for a staggering £2,200 in an online auction sale. 
 
 
Speed Restrictions From 1 January 2008 a lower speed limit of 56 mph 
(90kph) for vehicles weighing more than 3.5 tonnes was introduced in the 
UK. This is because of EU legislation and applies to all vehicles in the 
EU and the UK.   
    Royal Mail’s network has been forced to adapt to the new speed limit, 
but is keeping to a commitment that mail will be delivered by 2pm each 
day (or by 3pm in rural areas), despite it now taking longer for its fleet to 
get from A to B.  
 
 
Auctions  
Cavendish Auctions held a postal sale of philatelic literature back in 
September. The dearest item sold was lot 2126 which comprised 44 part-



bound volumes from 1 to 44 of The British Philatelist. This is believed to 
be one of the few remaining complete runs of this classic GB philatelic 
periodical (ex Bierman). It had a £750 estimate, but sold for just £600.  
    There were two lots of stamp albums both comprising a pair of unused 
Frank Godden Deluxe Oversize albums with 50 interleaved pages in each 
album. These bore an estimate of £240, but sold for a healthy £440 – 
almost double.  
    For those with less deep pockets, several lots sold for under a tenner. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.cavendish-auctions.com  
 
    The next postage stamp sale from Bonhams auction house will be sale 
15779 comprising Stamps & Covers of the World. It will be held at 
Knightsbridge on 19 Mar 2008. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.bonhams.co.uk for the online catalogue. 
 
 
Belgian Multiples A new franking system has been introduced in 
Belgium for its domestic mail. The previous system comprised an array 
of complex prices, which has been replaced by an apparently simple 
system of multiples. 
    Rather than having a euro face value, domestic stamps now bear an 
encircled , , , , or . Customers have to “simply multiply this 
number by the base price (currently €0.52) to find the right stamp”. 
 = €0.52 for standardized domestic mail 0-50g;  
 = €1.04 for non-standardised domestic item 0-100g,  
 = €1.56 for non-standardised domestic item 100-350g,  
 = €2.60 for non-standardised domestic item 350g-1kg, and  
 = €3.64 for non-standardised domestic item 1kg-2kg. 
Presumably, if you have an item of mail that is 1.6kg, you either use a  
stamp on its own, or any combination such as a +++, a +, 
etc. 
    Apparently “this is great news for philatelists, as the new system gives 
them the opportunity to expand their collection”. 
 
 
Philatelic Research Seminar Research is essential for writing up a 
collection and for competing, especially in classes such as thematic or 
social philately. It might also unearth hidden gems among otherwise 
common stamps or postal history or to avoid those embarrassing 
moments that occasionally occur at philatelic society meetings. 
    The National Philatelic Society will be devoting an afternoon seminar 
to the subject at the Phoenix Centre, Phoenix Place, London (next door to 
Freeling House), on Thursday 17 January 2008. The seminar will start 
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promptly at 14.00hrs and finish by 16.30hrs and will be led by David 
Beech FRPSL. 
    He will be discussing methods, sources and disciplines for successful 
and enjoyable philatelic research, in the light of developments such as the 
Internet. David will be following up the seminar with an article on the 
subject, in a future issue of Stamp Lover, the magazine of the National 
Philatelic Society.  
    The meeting has been organised through the British Postal Museum & 
Archive in the adjoining Phoenix Centre, where Royal Mail are kindly 
providing a meeting room. The National Philatelic Society Library will 
be open to all attendees from 11am and until 6.30pm on the day of the 
seminar. 
    There will be a charge of £5 (£3 for members of the National Philatelic 
Society). Places are limited and the deadline for applications is Saturday 
12 January 2008. 
    Enquiries: For further details and a booking form, please send a 
stamped addressed envelope to Christopher Oliver, National Philatelic 
Society, c/o The British Postal Museum & Archive, Freeling House, 
Phoenix Place, London WC1X 0DL or visit  www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps 
where a booking form is also available. 
    Based at the Royal Mail Archives in Clerkenwell, London, the National 
Philatelic Society holds monthly meetings featuring Displays and a 400-
lot room and postal members’ auction. Members also enjoy six issues a 
year of the magazine Stamp Lover and may borrow from the renowned 
National Philatelic Society Library. All enquiries to Peter Mellor, 
Honorary General Secretary, Tel 020 7239 2571, or email 
nps@ukphilately.org.uk  
 
 
Free Postal Reform Book Visitors to next month’s Stampex who visit 
the stand of the Friends of the British Postal Museum & Archive and 
join-up at the exhibition will receive a valuable free book. 
    Douglas N Muir’s standard work Postal Reform and the Penny Black – 
a new appreciation (ISBN: 095159480X) comprises 242 pages, some in 
colour, and is indispensable to anyone with an interest in stamps and their 
introduction. Published at £12.50, this is almost the cost of UK 
membership alone! This offer is bound to be popular, so be sure to make 
a beeline for the Friends stand when you arrive at Stampex. Fresh stock 
will be available every day of the show for those unable to attend on day 
one. 
    Other benefits of membership include the exclusive journal Cross Post 
containing features on all aspects of postal history; the BPMA quarterly 
Newsletter for free, plus annual events guide; 15% discount on tickets to 
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BPMA paid events; 15% discount on BPMA shop products (such as the 
postcards recorded above); special BPMA events arranged exclusively for 
Friends, including private views of exhibitions; plus opportunities to 
volunteer and see behind the scenes at the BPMA.  
    Membership currently costs £15 (UK) or £20 (overseas) per year. 
    Enquiries: Even if you cannot get to Stampex, membership still 
represents a bargain. Join by writing to Avice Harms, Membership 
Secretary, Friends of the BPMA, 13 Amethyst Avenue, Davis Estate, 
Chatham ME5 9TX.  Cheques should be made payable to 'The Friends of 
the BPMA'. 
 
 
ABPS Harrogate 2008 This show is expected to be “the best show ever 
held in Yorkshire” according to John Sussex, Chairman of ABPS 
Harrogate 2008.  
    It will be the 8th National Stamp Exhibition to be held outside London 
and there are expected to be about 175 frames of competitive philately, 
25 frames of Yorkshire Postal History and also frames of youth entries. A 
large number of dealers have already booked stands and around 80 are 
expected to attend. In the Court of Honour material from the collection of 
Her Majesty The Queen and others will be displayed. 
    The show will be held 2-3 May 2008 at the Harrogate International 
Centre, Hall Q, Kings Road, Harrogate and now is the time to ensure that 
you have put the dates in your new diary as it promises to be an exciting 
two days of philately. It will also be the last opportunity for British 
collectors to qualify for the London 2010 international. 
    Diversions exist for the less philatelic minded as Harrogate offers 
fashionable shopping, a glamorous heritage and a trendy café culture all 
in a Spa setting. Nearby are the Turkish Baths and the Health Spa, the 
Royal Pump Room Museum, and Valley Gardens. Slightly further out of 
town are the Royal Horticultural Society Gardens at Harlow Carr and the 
stunning Yorkshire Dales. Harrogate is readily accessible from Leeds-
Bradford and Manchester International Airports, London or Edinburgh by 
rail via Leeds or York, Leeds by rail or leather seated buses and by main 
road from all directions. There is ample B &B, cozy guesthouse and 
smart hotel accommodation to suit all tastes. 
    Enquiries: for details about the show visit www.harrogate2008.org.uk 
and for queries regarding the competitions contact Richard Wheatley 
from whom information, rules and entry forms for the National & 
International classes will be available shortly. Either write to him at 
ABPS Harrogate 2008, 7 Manor Croft, Leeds LS15 9BW, telephone 0113 
260 1978, or email secretary@harrogate2008.org.uk  
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PRAGA 2008 A world philatelic exhibition will be held in Prague (12-14 
September 2008) at the Prague Exhibition Grounds, Prague 7. It is under 
FIP auspices. 
    The holding of international and world stamp exhibitions with the 
name PRAGA and sponsored by the FIP has a long tradition in the capital 
of first Czechoslovakia and then the Czech Republic. It began with the 
international exhibition PRAGA 1938, since when 70 years have passed, 
and continued after 1945 with the philatelic exhibitions PRAGA 1950, 
PRAGA 1955 and most recently PRAGA 1998. 
    At its traditional venue, the Prague Exhibition Grounds and the art 
nouveau Palace of Industry, the PRAGA philatelic exhibition was 
celebrated as a world exhibition for the very first time in 1962. They then 
continued in 1968, 1978 and 1988. Since then, they have been held at 
a regular, ten-year interval, continuing in 2008. 
    Organized philately in Prague, Czechoslovakia and the Czech Republic 
also has a long tradition dating back to the days of Austria-Hungary. The 
first club of Czech philatelists was founded in Prague in 1887 and it is 
still active today. The Union of Czechoslovak Philatelists was also one of 
the seven founding members of the FIP in Paris in 1926. In 1989 it also 
became a founding member of the Federation of European Philatelic 
Associations (FEPA). 
    The world exhibition PRAGA 2008 is being held in honor of the 90th 
anniversary of the issuing of the first Czechoslovak stamps in 1918, the 
90th anniversary of the Postal Museum in Prague and the 15th 
anniversary of the founding of the Czech Republic. 
    The presenters of the world exhibition PRAGA 2008 are, as they have 
been traditionally, the Czech Post and the Union of Czech Philatelists, 
together with the 11th annual international trade fair Collector. 
    PRAGA 2008 is inviting philatelists and exhibitors from around the 
world to participate in the following FIP competition classes: traditional 
philately, postal history, philatelic literature and an experimental class for 
one-frame exhibits  The competition classes, the honorary class and the 
championship class, if any, will be in the Palace of Industry together with 
the Salon of Young Czech Philatelists. The class for philatelic literature 
will be hosted in the picturesque Postal Museum building. 
    Opening hours and entrance tickets are the same for both PRAGA 
2008 and the fair Collector.  
    Enquiries: To exhibit contact the British Commissioner Mrs Yvonne 
Wheatley, Weltevreden, 7 Manor Croft, Leeds LS15 9BW enclosing £1 
in mint British stamps to cover the cost of mailing the prospectus, or 
initially email her on whyareuu@talktalk.net  
    For further details about the exhibition visit www.praga2008.cz  
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Audrey Hepburn The German Post Office was scheduled to issue a 
stamp in 2001 that depicted this much-loved actress, but the family 
objected due to the cigarette-holder in her mouth and it was not released. 
    As often happens, an unknown number escaped destruction and this 
stamp has become a great rarity, known as the ‘Blue Mauritius of 
Germany’. A fourth postally used copy has recently surfaced and it was 
displayed by Ulrich Felzmann at the recent Sindelfingen stamp fair. 
    Felzmann has now been responsible for auctioning three of the four 
stamps found and an incredible 170,000 euros (almost £119,000) was 
paid for the first example found, with each subsequent copy found 
presumably selling for less.  
 

  
The fourth copy 
 
(2510 words) 



STAMP SCENE  
February 2008 

Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 
 
Stamp Events Listing 
2008 
27 Feb -1 March Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
2-3 May  Harrogate 2008, Harrogate www.harrogate2008.org.uk  
14-22 May Israel 2008, Tel Aviv, Israel. 
20-28 June  Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
28-29 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL 
August  Olymphilex, Beijing, China  
12-14 September PRAGA 2008, Prague, Czech Republic 
17-20 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
18-21 September WIPA 2008, Vienna, Austria 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
 
2009 
25-28 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
6-10 May  IBRA 2009, Essen, Germany 
30 July-4 August Korea 2009, Seoul, Korea 
Late August Hong Kong 2009, Hong Kong SAR 
16-19 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
October  China 2009, Beijing, China 
December Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
 
2010 
24-27 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
8-15 May   London 2010 Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK.  

www.london2010.org.uk  
15-18 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-10 October Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
Oct./ Nov  South Africa 2010, South Africa 
 
 
Cross Post The Autumn 2007 issue of this informative magazine has 
appeared and makes for a great read within its 52 full-colour A4 pages, 
ably edited by Richard West.  
    The main articles cover The Machins in Use by Michael H Lockton, 
The ‘Ludlow’ by Julian Stray, Delving into the Unknown by Don 
Staddon, Carrying mails within the UK by Cyril RH Parsons and People 
in the Post Office: John Wright. Book reviews, an update on BPMA 
activities, letters and details of Friends activities complete a full issue. 
    Published by the Friends of the British Postal Museum & Archive, 
other benefits of membership aside from this exclusive journal includes 
the BPMA quarterly Newsletter for free, plus annual events guide; 15% 
discount on tickets to BPMA paid events; 15% discount on BPMA shop 
products; special BPMA events arranged exclusively for Friends, 
including private views of exhibitions; plus opportunities to volunteer and 
see behind the scenes at the BPMA.  
    Membership currently costs just £15 (UK) or £20 (overseas) per year. 
    Enquiries: Join by writing to Avice Harms, Membership Secretary, 
Friends of the BPMA, 13 Amethyst Avenue, Davis Estate, Chatham ME5 
9TX.  Cheques should be made payable to 'The Friends of the BPMA'. 
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Rushstamps 50 British stamp dealers Rushstamps (Retail) Ltd., have 
started their golden jubilee year with a special Rush Telegraph number 
40. This 88-page edition contains a wide range of GB single offers and 
updated listings of other material, many with special discounts. Copies 
are available by post, or it can be downloaded from their website. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.rushstamps.co.uk or write to Rushstamps 
(Retail) Ltd., P O Box One, Lyndhurst SO43 7PP quoting the Philatelic 
Bulletin. 
 
 
ATA Topical CDs   Remember the days when stamp club meetings often 
incorporated a slide show in which a slide projector, a screen and a script 
read by a club member using a flashlight were an occasional staple 
programme?  Well, times have changed and slide shows are joining the 
ranks of 8mm movies as a part of history.  If you attend a stamp meeting 
today you will find that PowerPoint and CD presentations shown either 
by projectors or on TV screens have all but eliminated that old 
technology. 
    The American Topical Association (ATA) started a programme in 
2006 in which three members recorded 18 CD presentations with voice-
overs for use by both individuals and stamp clubs.  
    Programmes now include stamp shows on Americana, Art, Flowers I 
and Flowers 2, Butterflies, Lions International, Olympics, Pyramids, 
Ships, Orchestration, Trains, Watercraft and Worldwide Railroads.  Other 
shows are in process of being created. 
    With the CD technology, ATA shows can now either be rented for $5, 
postpaid, or bought for individual or club libraries for $10.  Clubs can 
buy these and loan them to members.  The CDs can also be sent overseas 
without the high postage costs or fear of loss for only an additional $2 to 
cover postage.  Additionally, after being viewed, presentations can be 
donated to stamp clubs, schools, libraries, hospitals, senior activity 
centres or elsewhere to entertain and inform others about topical stamp 
collecting. 
    The ATA is also encouraging its members to create their own 
PowerPoint or CD presentations to share their knowledge of specialized 
topical stamps with others. 
    Enquiries: These shows are available from the ATA, PO Box 57, 
Arlington, TX 76004-0057, USA.  For more information contact the ATA 
at americantopical@msn.com. 
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Swiss Timing  In some parts of Switzerland as many as 60% of parcels 
cannot be delivered during the daytime because the addressee lives alone 
and is probably at work. Trials are therefore underway to deliver in the 
evening instead, which makes perfect sense.  
    Now you can also collect your parcels where it suits you best: at 
another post office, at a railway or petrol filling station. Over 300 
collection points throughout Switzerland offer the PickPost service. Some 
even have longer opening hours or weekend opening. The best thing 
about PickPost is that there are no additional costs either for the recipient 
or the sender. Registering with PickPost, forwarding and collecting 
parcels plus electronic notification are free of charge. 
    More people than ever in the UK are also living alone. Government 
statistics have revealed that one in three households now has just one 
occupant, compared to one in five at the start of the 1970s, so the Swiss 
trial would probably be a good idea for the UK. 
 
 
Exhibition Study Group This group consists of over 100 people who 
have a wide ranging interest in exhibitions from the Great Exhibition of 
1851 to the next World Fair. It is devoted to the conservation and 
study of all matters relating to exhibitions – including 
philatelic shows. 
    Members receive a Journal four times a year, and a two-day 
Convention is held on the last full weekend of September. This has been 
held at various venues around the country, but most are held in the south 
of England. On the Saturday night there is the Annual Dinner.  
    Subscriptions are £8 (£12 for couples), or £13 if living abroad, which is 
due on 1 October each year. Download an application form from 
www.studygroup.org.uk and send it with your cheque (made payable to 
the Exhibition Study Group) to the Treasurer, Alan Sabey. 46 Thorncliffe 
Road, Norwood Green, Southall UB2 5RQ (from whom an application 
form is available if you do not have internet access). Email Alan at  
wembleyman@btinternet.com with any queries about membership. 
 
 
Postbus Services Julian Stray of the British Postal Museum & Archive 
gave a fascinating lecture last November that charted 40 years of the 
Royal Mail Postbus. The service continues to play an important role in 
rural communities where other forms of public transport may be limited.  
    The first British ‘Postal Bus’ service opened on 20 February 1967 and 
Gladys Stevens was the first passenger to be carried in a Morris J2 
vehicle that served a route stretching from Llanidloes to Llangurig. 

http://www.studygroup.org.uk/
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    Over the intervening years routes expanded to over 200, with the 
largest numbers being concentrated in Scotland and the South East of 
England. As recently as 1993, Postbuses were covering a million miles 
and carrying 100,000 passengers annually. Today there are only 54 
services remaining, but they still carry over 50,000 passengers every year. 
    Fares typically average between £2 - £5 for a single journey, depending 
on the route and distance travelled. Concessions can apply for under 16s 
and senior citizens and your driver will advise of the correct fare as you 
board. Julian encouraged us all to have at least one trip on a Postbus. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.royalmail.com/portal/rm/postbus for all route 
information and full service timetables. 
 
 
Paper Trail Stamps without paper? Unthinkable (except for the odd 
‘novelty’ stamp printed on wood, leather, metal, etc).  
    The Paper Trail project is a unique activity-based industrial 
'exploration' centre built around an historic, fully working paper mill. 
It offers public access into the heart of a real working environment. 
Located in Hemel Hempstead at Frogmore Mill and Apsley Mill - the 
birthplace of paper's industrial revolution - the project allows visitors to 
learn about and experience: the past of an industry that helped shape the 
modern world, the present of commercial recycled papermaking (on a 
Victorian, steam driven machine) and the future of one of the world's few 
inherently sustainable industries - paper. 
    Frogmore Mill has been making paper for over 200 years – ever since 
it became the world’s first commercial mechanised paper mill in 1803 – 
and today still produces speciality papers for commercial customers and 
the public.  
    Group tours can now be arranged by appointment or on specified open 
days and while it is recognised that the specialist technique of applying 
special coatings and gums to make modern stamp papers will not be 
covered, a visit still sounds well worth a day out. Some readers may 
recall that John Dickinson was involved with the evolution of the Penny 
Post, having produced paper with silk security threads in it at the Apsley 
Mill, so there are postal connections with this site. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.thepapertrail.org.uk, write to Apsley Paper Trail 
Apsley Mills Cottage, London Road, Hemel Hempstead HP3 9RL, 
telephone 0870 950 9272, fax 01442 275748 or email 
postbox@thepapertrail.org.uk  
 
 
Smilers Website This website continues to get better and better and now 
includes links to other world post offices that issue Smilers-type products.  
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    It additionally has a comprehensive update to the printed catalogue 
(which is available to buy online) and includes all sheets issued since 
then, including generic sheets, personalised themed sheets and Business 
Customised Sheets (BCS). 
    Smilers appear to be holding the interest of collectors and the recent 
introduction of circular labels can only help stimulate that interest. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.smilers-info.com and be sure to bookmark it, as 
the site is frequently updated. 
 
 
Kensal Green Cemetery The General Cemetery of All Souls, Kensal 
Green, London is one of Britain's oldest and most beautiful public burial 
grounds. If you like the idea of your final resting place being among folk 
that relate to your favourite hobby, then this is the place for you! 
However, if you have already made alternative plans, then perhaps a day 
visit might be appropriate in order that you can pay your respects to these 
philatelically significant figures. 
 
Anthony Trollope (1815-1882) Post Office Surveyor and novelist he 
introduced the letter box into Jersey and subsequently the UK mainland. 
 
William Mulready RA (1786-1863) Designer of the illustrations used on 
the postal stationery letter sheets and envelopes that bear his name. 
 
Thomas de la Rue (1793-1866) Founder of the mighty De La Rue 
Group, which is the world’s largest commercial security printer. 
 
Warren de la Rue (1815-1889) Son of Thomas, he invented an 
envelope-folding machine while working in his father’s business. 
 
Sir Francis Freeling (1764-1836) Secretary of the General Post Office, 
he introduced postal reforms including local penny posts in large towns. 
 
Jacob Perkins (1766-1849) Perkins introduced engraving of banknotes 
on steel and his company - Perkins Bacon - produced the Penny Black. 
 
Frederick John Melville (1882-1940) A prolific writer on philatelic 
matters and founder of the Junior (now National) Philatelic Society. 
 
 
    The cemetery now covers some 72 acres between the Grand Union 
Canal and Harrow Road in west London, and is open to visitors every day 
of the year. 
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    Enquiries: Visit the Friends of Kensal Green Cemetery website at 
www.kensalgreen.co.uk for further details and how to attend one of the 
Sunday guided tours. 
 
 
Connoisseur Machin Catalogue Online Collectors have had to wait 
over a decade since the previous edition of this Machin specialised 
catalogue last appeared. Since that time, electronic publishing has moved 
forward leaps and bounds and so the publisher has decided that an 
efficient way to keep the catalogue up-to-date is to go online. 
    A website with the URL of www.connoisseurcatalogue.net has been 
established and it is possible to register to receive email information as to 
when the site will be up and running. In the meantime, a sample chapter 
is available to read as a PDF file. 
    The catalogue will be known as The Connoisseur Catalogue of Machin 
Stamps and Decimal Definitives ~ Online Edition and has the tag line of 
“Machins Made Intelligible”. While the website is being developed 
access will be free to everyone. However, when it is operating smoothly 
and there is sufficient new content, users will be asked to pay a small 
annual subscription to access the information on the site, although some 
general information will still be free of charge. The cost of this 
subscription will be significantly lower than a new printed edition and 
will always provide users with the most up to date version of the 
catalogue. 
    Enquiries: Connoisseur Publications, a subsidiary of B. Alan Ltd., 2 
Pinewood Avenue, Sevenoaks TN14 5AF, telephone 01732 743387, fax 
01732 465651 or email info@connoisseurcatalogue.net 
 
 
Spring Stampex organised by the Philatelic Traders’ Society, will be 
held at the Business Design Centre, Islington, (close by Angel Tube 
Station) from 27 February to 1 March. As usual, entry will be free on all 
days. 
    The earlier opening at the last autumn show did not seem to encourage 
attendance, so the timings have been changed to:  
 

Wednesday 27 February - 11.30am to 7pm, 
Thursday / Friday 28-29 February - 10.30am to 6pm 

Saturday 1 March - 9.30am to 5pm. 
 
    The main display will be on the Village Green and will be mounted by 
the Austrian Philatelic Society. They are celebrating their Sixtieth 
Anniversary and have promised a plethora of exciting exhibits in the 200 

http://www.kensalgreen.co.uk/
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frames. There will again be a free postcard, number 14 in the series, 
issued to all visitors and only available at the show. 
    Another Stampex SmilersTM sheet will also be available. Entitled ‘A 
Century of Travel’, it shows some of the cars, trains, ships and planes that 
have contributed to the travel experience over the years 1908 to 2008. 
    The National Youth Stamp Group will as usual lay on a host of 
activities for young collectors including a chance to amass free points to 
spend in the free auction which takes place on the Saturday. It's always a 
hive of activity, why not pop along and see for yourself. Also on display 
will be the entries for the Stamp Active Competitions. For the older 
collector, a number of Societies including the Egypt Study Circle, the 
Concorde Study Circle, the Ceylon Study Circle, the Aden, Yemen & 
Somaliland Study Circle, the Malta Study Circle, the Ascension Study 
Circle and the British Postmark Society have already booked meetings at 
Stampex on the Saturday. 
    Enquiries: Telephone Mike Czuczman on 01252-628006, Fax 01252-
684674, or email info@philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
 
(2488 words) 
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STAMP SCENE  
March 2008 

Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 
 
Stamp Events Listing 
2008 
12 March, 9 April, 7 May, 11 June, 9 July, 6 August, 10 September, 8 October, 12 November, 10 December, 

Strand Stamp Fair, Royal National Hotel, London 
2-3 May  Harrogate 2008, Harrogate www.harrogate2008.org.uk  
14-22 May Israel 2008, Tel Aviv, Israel. 
8-10 May  Essen 2008, Essen Germany. 
20-28 June  Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
28-29 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL 
18-19 July York Stamp Fair, York 
24-27 July 90th Philatelic Congress of Great Britain, Stratford-upon-Avon 
August  Olymphilex, Beijing, China  
12-14 September PRAGA 2008, Prague, Czech Republic 
17-20 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
18-21 September WIPA 2008, Vienna, Austria 
24-26 October Sindelfingen Int’l Stamp Fair, Sindelfingen, Germany. 
30 Oct. – 1 Nov. Philatex, London 
7-9 November Tarapex 2008, TSB Stadium, New Plymouth, New Zealand. 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
 
2009 
25-28 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
6-10 May  IBRA 2009, Essen, Germany 
30 July-4 August Korea 2009, Seoul, Korea 
Late August Hong Kong 2009, Hong Kong SAR 
16-19 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
October  China 2009, Beijing, China 
December Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
 
2010 
24-27 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
5-6 May  Philatex Extra, London 
8-15 May   London 2010 Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK.  

www.london2010.org.uk  
15-18 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-10 October Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
Oct./ Nov  South Africa 2010, South Africa (provisional entry) 
 
 
Catalogue reviews Two new editions of British First Day Cover 
catalogues have recently appeared. I shall tabulate the main details before 
offering personal comparisons. 
 
Title  Collecting British First Day Covers Collect GB First Day Covers 
Edition 27th, 2008 29th, 2008 
Compiler Adrian Bradbury Jeffrey H Booth 
Price £14.75 £10.80 
Publisher A G Bradbury First Day Publishing Company 
ISBN 978-0-9540710-6-6 978-0-9519608-8-2 
Colour Throughout 18 pages 
Cover Laminated Laminated 
Binding Softback Softback 
Pages 250 with 16 adverts 468 with 13 adverts 
Period 1837 to 2007 1839 to 2007 
 

    Both catalogues appear to cover commemoratives, definitives, 
regionals, early Channel Islands, booklets, dues, coils and Frama’s for all 
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appropriate reigns. The general notes in both catalogues will prove 
indispensable to old and new collectors of FDCs alike. 
    The Booth catalogue additionally features separate sections on GB 
overprints, pre-release and missing colours on covers and an interesting 
14 page colour section about the 1951 Festival of Britain issue where an 
impressive 68 FDCs are both illustrated and described.  
    The Bradbury catalogue has a section on ‘new services’, such as 
SpeedPost. I also appreciated the Index for Commemorative Issues at the 
end of the publication, for I can no longer keep in my head the year when 
a particular issue came out – most seem like it was just yesterday! 
    I have not collected FDCs since around 1970, so I continue to be 
surprised at the volume of material available and the vast array of postal 
markings that have been used to adorn the covers, some operational but 
mostly philatelic of course.  
    If I had to choose between the two catalogues then I would struggle to 
know which one was “best”. I suspect that a serious collector should 
purchase both, especially as you would get over 700 pages of valuable 
information for relatively little outlay. If I had to get off the fence, then I 
would go for the Bradbury catalogue as I am a sucker for colour imagery 
of the actual product.  
    The Booth primarily has illustrations of the postal markings rather than 
covers, although does offer a photocopying service at 50p (+P&P) for a 
B&W image of over 90% of the covers listed.  The Bradbury on the other 
hand focuses on illustrating covers and offers purchasers free download 
access to a website that illustrates all the images previously to be found in 
earlier editions. This seems like a good compromise and helps to keep 
down the cost of the catalogue. Around 30 postmarks appear for my 
favourite issue of recent years – the 2002 Letter Boxes issue. Searching 
can also be made by location of postmark – useful for local postal history 
collectors – and an impressive 28 covers were illustrated in colour for my 
local town of Romford. 
    Enquiries: Booth ~ First Day Publishing Company Co Ltd., PO Box 
11, Arundel BN18 9ss, or email jhbfdc@gmail.com  
    Bradbury ~ A G Bradbury, 3 Link Road, Stoneygate, Leicester LE2 
3RA, or visit www.bfdc.co.uk  
    Both catalogues are also available from your favourite philatelic 
literature dealer or bookseller. 
 
 
London 2010 Volunteer help from over 150 people is sought for the next 
British international stamp exhibition. There are a number of areas where 
help is needed such as mounting and dismounting exhibits, supervising 
the build and dismantling of frames, organisers’ office / bin room support 

mailto:jhbfdc@gmail.com
http://www.bfdc.co.uk/


and staffing information stands. Then there is preparation of seminar and 
awards rooms, placing sponsor labels, ribbons and results on frames and 
arranging transport. Something for everyone, surely. 
    Enquiries: If you wish to register, then write to Richard Stock, Moor 
Cottage, Manorial Road, Parkgate, Neston CH64 6QW with your name, 
date of birth, address, telephone, email address and skills / previous 
experience helping at exhibitions. 
 
 
90th PCGB 2008 The 90th Philatelic Congress of Great Britain will be 
held at the Holiday Inn, Stratford-upon-Avon from Thursday 24 – Sunday 
27 July 2008.  
    Enquiries: Booking forms should be available by now, although details 
had not been supplied by the time that this Bulletin was due to go to print. 
It is suggested that anyone interested in attending writes to Mike Brindle, 
General Secretary ABPS, 6 Nunnery Drive, Thetford IP24 3EN as soon 
as possible.  
 
 
Lighthouse Publications This German producer of coin and stamp 
collectors’ accessories has recently celebrated 90 years of existence and 
its extensive 2008 catalogue is available now.  
    Enquiries: Collectors within the UK should make contact with the 
Duncannon Partnership at 4 Beaufort Road, Reigate RH2 9DJ from 
whom a 124 page full-colour priced catalogue of available items can be 
obtained, or visit www.duncannon.co.uk for online ordering.  
 
 
Keeping You Posted! The free winter 2007 issue of this publication 
appeared towards the end of last year following quite a gap since the 
previous issue. 
    It contains the usual mix of articles and promotional features on 
products available from The Post Office TM. Collectors will no doubt find 
the articles entitled Collector’s Edition (secrets behind the Special 
Stamps programme) and Please Mr Postman! (songs inspired by the 
postal service) of interest. It appears that when the USPS issued its Elvis 
Presley commemorative stamp in 1993, some American collectors sent 
covers with fictitious addresses on them so that they would come back 
marked ‘Return to Sender’, the title of a 1962 Elvis hit single! 
 
 

http://www.duncannon.co.uk/


British Library  The British Library has recently introduced new and 
revised web pages for the Philatelic Collections and includes many 
additional images. 
    The web site offers a full description of the fifty collections or archives 
held, with details of their scope and coverage. An alphabetical index of 
collections, countries and subjects helps the researcher find the 
appropriate material. For the visitor to the major permanent Philatelic 
Exhibition details of the display may be found with opening times. An on 
line section of Philatelic Rarities may be see at: 
www.collectbritain.co.uk/collections/philatelic/ A range of background 
information includes articles about certain of the collections, philatelic 
literature (including the Crawford Library) philatelic conservation and 
other materials held by the British Library for the philatelist. 
    The new web pages will be found at: www.bl.uk/collections/philatelic 

 
 
Largest Stamp  On 6 November 2007, TNT Post in The Netherlands 
issued the world’s largest postage stamp. 
    An elementary school class from Ouderkerk aan de Amstel delivered a 
really special card to a local bakery. On this card was the world’s largest 
stamp. 
    The stamp measured 55.7 x 45.8 centimeters and is eligible for the 
record title of ‘largest postage stamp in the world’. With the card the 
school class thanked all the bakers who had provided 440,000 breakfasts 
in 2,000 schools on behalf of the National School Breakfast. 
    The stamp was printed at Royal Joh. Enschedé and will, when the 
record attempt is approved, be entered in the Guinness Book of Records. I 
understand that just ten stamps were printed, so your favourite new issue 
dealer is unlikely to have a copy for sale! 
    Joh. Enschedé describes itself as one of the world's three largest stamp 
manufacturers. Postal services of more than sixty countries have their 
stamps printed by them. Every month, they produce thirty different types 
of stamps and despatch over 50 international shipments. 
 
 
Post-Expo 2008  The 12th International Postal Technology Exhibition 
and Congress will be held at the ExCeL Centre in London’s docklands on 
30 September to 2 October 2008. 
    The three-day event annually attracts more than 4,000 top-level 
personnel from approximately 100 countries and is universally recognised 
as the world’s premier event for the postal, mailing and parcel industry. 

http://www.collectbritain.co.uk/collections/philatelic/
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    It is a non-philatelic event, but does attract those collectors with an 
interest in the postal automation and stamp vending label aspects of our 
hobby. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.postexpo.com/index.html for further 
information. 
 
 
Thematica 2008  Britain’s national thematic stamp exhibition will be 
held on Saturday and Sunday 28/29 June at its usual venue of the 
Carisbrooke Hall, 63 Seymour Street, London W2 2HF. Admission is 
free and dealers from Britain and abroad will be offering items to enhance 
your collection. There will also be thematic competitions and exhibits to 
enjoy together with a children’s activity section. 
    The AGM of the British Thematic Association will be held in the 
afternoon of the Sunday, which will be followed by a display from BTA 
Cup winner 2007. 
    Enquiries: Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL, 
telephone 020 8343 2434, or email mgale@btconnect.com  
 
 
WIPA 2008  If you were one of almost a billion people who watched the 
new year’s day music concert from Vienna, you will have been impressed 
by the splendour of this Austrian capital city.  
    It is scheduled to again play host to the latest in a long line of WIPA 
shows that dates back to 1881 between 18 and 21 September 
(unfortunately it clashes with Autumn Stampex). 
 
WIPA 2008 Facts 
Venue: Austria Center Vienna (ACV 1220 Vienna) 
Exhibition space: approx. 10.000 m² 
Space for stamp competition frames of 2300 m² 
Special exhibitions of public interest, approx. 500 m² 
Trade fair for dealers and postal administrations (over 150 booths) 
Expected visitors approx. 40.000 to 50.000 
 
Planned Activities 
-  Rarity Cabinet, Court of Honour and special philatelic shows. 
-  Competitive exhibition of the following classes: Traditional Philately, Postal History, Postal Stationery, Thematic Philately,    
    Maximaphilie, Aerophilately, Revenue Class and Open class for youth and adults. 
-  Philatelic literature exhibition with reading room and literary café.  
-  Guided tours, philatelic symposia. 
-  Meeting of international philatelic organizations. 
-  Meeting of European postal administrations and philatelic youth. 
-  Children’s postal office, youth corner and internet café.  
-  Modern art in Austria on stamps and original paintings in an “art zone”.  
-  Field post and military on international missions. 
-  “Letters tell (hi)story(s)” of emperors, kings, historical events etc. 
-  Stamp designs, stamp designers “close-up”.  
-  Print techniques and printing of special personalized stamp. 
-  Forum of sponsors and social program. 
 

There will clearly be much to enjoy at the show and around the city, so 
why not consider a late summer break? 

http://www.postexpo.com/index.html
mailto:mgale@btconnect.com


    Enquiries: www.wipa08.com  
 
 
Topical Time  Issue 346 of this fine American thematic journal has been 
released. Within its 100 pages will be found the usual features expected 
of a major worldwide society, plus the one-off articles that are rarely to 
be found elsewhere.  
    My own specialty has been covered in a feature by C D Singh entitled 
Victorian Letter Boxes. It is mainly about boxes used in India, but starts 
with an interesting look at the early history of the letter box. Other 
articles relate to Indian names, Papal transport, Judaica, fighting falcons, 
birds that live in caves, Inuit art, and concludes with a tour of Argentina. 
    Enquiries: American Topical Association, 411A Lillard Road, 
Arlington TX76012-3698, USA 
 
 
The GB Journal and GBPS Newsletter Both of these publications are 
published bi-monthly by the Great Britain Philatelic Society and always 
contain much to interest the collector of British material. There is 
possibly a misconception that the GBPS is only interested in Victorian 
and Edwardian issues, but nothing could be further from the truth, as all 
eras are covered. 
    If proof were needed, the latest two issues of both publications include 
features about the Wilding Castles, 1971 Strike Mail and a Machin 
exhibit. There is also a major contribution by stamp dealer Mike Holt 
about the amazing find of Wilding material, entitled The ‘Dollis Hill’ 
Wilding experimental Phosphor Trials that runs to 11 pages and includes 
many colour photographs reproducing these unissued definitives. 
    There are many other features relating to older material including 
London Hotel Posts in 1912, The Post-Trial Archer Plates, More Usages 
of the KGV 9d Agate and 7d Olive and a feature about The Post 
Magazine. The newsletter also provides an important recognition to those 
who display their material at GBPS meetings by featuring a selection of 
album sheets from each display with an accompanying write-up for those 
members who were unable to attend. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.gbps.org.uk, write to GBPS Membership 
Secretary, Peter Tanner, Highstandings,13 St Hubert's Close, Gerrards 
Cross SL9 7EN, or email him at peter@ltanner.freeserve.co.uk 
 
 
Rundbrief 150  To celebrate the milestone of 150 issues of Rundbrief, 
the German Forschungsgeneinscaft Grossbritannien E.V. group has 
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published a bumper issue comprising 190 pages of A4, many pages of 
which are in colour. 
    Collecting any philatelic material from a country that you are not 
resident in always offers that ‘extra’ challenge, so they are to be 
congratulated on having produced such an excellent well illustrated 
publication that relates to so many aspects of British philately. 
    Rundbrief 150 covers articles on over 20 different subjects, including 
two by well-known Bulletin contributors Tony Walker (pre-decimal 
Machin’s) and Douglas Myall (neglected Machin’s). Timothy Bryan-
Burgess has a major 20 page article about the Prince Consort essay that 
must surely be the last word on the subject, while Erich Kirschneck 
records the end of Harrison Machin’s in 15 pages.  
    Space does not permit a full listing and review of all of the material 
contained within this souvenir edition, but other features include ship 
letter mail, mileage marks, George Sixth ‘Arms’ high values, the 
telegraph service, squared circles – something for everyone, surely? 
    Enquiries: visit www.fggb.de  
 
 
(2406 words) 
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STAMP SCENE  
April 2008 

Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 
 
Stamp Events Listing 
2008 
2-3 May  Harrogate 2008, Harrogate www.harrogate2008.org.uk  
7 May, 11 June, 9 July, 6 August, 10 September, 8 October, 12 November, 10 December, 

Strand Stamp Fair, Royal National Hotel, London 
8-10 May  Essen 2008, Essen Germany. 
14-22 May Israel 2008, Tel Aviv, Israel. 
20-28 June  Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
28-29 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL 
18-19 July York Stamp Fair, York 
24-27 July 90th Philatelic Congress of Great Britain, Stratford-upon-Avon 
August  Olymphilex, Beijing, China  
12-14 September PRAGA 2008, Prague, Czech Republic 
17-20 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
18-21 September WIPA 2008, Vienna, Austria 
24-26 October Sindelfingen Int’l Stamp Fair, Sindelfingen, Germany. 
30 Oct. – 1 Nov. Philatex, London 
7-9 November Tarapex 2008, TSB Stadium, New Plymouth, New Zealand. 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
 
2009 
25-28 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
6-10 May  IBRA 2009, Essen, Germany 
30 July-4 August Korea 2009, Seoul, Korea 
Late August Hong Kong 2009, Hong Kong SAR 
16-19 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
October  China 2009, Beijing, China 
December Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
 
2010 
24-27 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
5-6 May  Philatex Extra, London 
8-15 May   London 2010 Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK.  

www.london2010.org.uk  
15-18 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-10 October Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
Oct./ Nov  South Africa 2010, South Africa (provisional entry) 
 
 
An Post  The Irish Post Office has followed the ‘preferences and 
comments made by our loyal collector-base’ and will be restricting its 
stamp issuing programme to around 40 stamps per year. They are also 
actively working on reducing this number in future years.  
    It will also be positively addressing what it refers to as the ‘thorny 
issue of the availability of commemoratives at all Post Offices’.  To 
achieve its objectives it may be necessary to limit the availability of less 
high profile issues to a smaller number of offices.  It goes on to state that 
‘the simple reality is that stamp sales at most Post Offices do not warrant 
the availability at these offices of over 40 stamps in any year’.  
    The above information was in the 01/08 issue of Irish Stamps: 
Collectors News. I consider that An Post is to be congratulated on its 
transparent coverage of these matters of such importance to many postal 
administrations and collectors of modern stamps.  
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    The postage stamp is rapidly becoming no more than just another 
collectible fighting for sales among a sea of other options. Clearly ‘one-
off’ rather than ‘one of everything’ sales will be of increasing importance 
to many administrations – and if they can ideally all be sold from a 
central facility rather than locally, then so much the better. How sad. 
 
 
French Polynesian Postal Museum At a time when many postal 
administrations are cutting back on non-essential expenditure, it is good 
to see that the French Polynesian Post Office (OPT) is hoping to open a 
postal museum this year. La Poste in France is understood to be a partner 
and contracts have already been signed. It seems that all records held in 
Paris relating to Polynesia may be either lent or sold to them in the near 
future to add to an already impressive stock of material held securely in 
safes by OPT. 
 
 
IOM RAF BCS Sheet The Isle of Man Post Office has marked the 90th 
anniversary of the Royal Air Force with a first for the island. It has issued 
a most attractive limited edition (just 500 numbered copies) Business 
Customised Sheet that uses all six postage stamps in the RAF series, 
together with labels and marginal design by Adrian Bradbury. 
    Enquiries: Being limited to only 500, the sheets cost £30 each which 
includes postage and packing to anywhere in the world. Cheques should 
be payable to A G Bradbury 3 Link Road Stoneygate Leicester LE2 3RA, 
or visit www.bfdc.co.uk typing 26820 in the Quick Search Box. 
 
 
Stamp Preview I am trying to complete my collection of this Royal Mail 
publication and am missing the following: 1, 10-13, 35-36, 42-43, 62, 75, 
78, 86, 89, 98, 113 and 160. If anyone has spares of these issues they 
would be appreciated. P&P reimbursed. Please send care of our Editor. 
 
 
Planete Timbre “Planet Stamp” is going to be held at Parc Floral on the 
outskirts of Paris between 14 – 22 June this year. There is a website 
located at www.salondutimbre.fr which at the time of compiling this 
Stamp Scene was shown as being under construction.  
    However, I understand that there will be stamp dealers, Post Offices 
including La Poste, international competitive displays (in 800 frames) and 
activities for children such as acrobats, storytellers and magicians.  
    It is the third such show held every other year at the French equivalent 
of the British Kew Gardens, so it is in a lovely setting. It has a new name 

http://www.bfdc.co.uk/
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this time, but will still include the Mail Art, calligraphy and workshop 
features that were so popular in 2006. The floor space covers a total of 
22,000m2,  giving plenty of room for the large numbers of visitors 
expected. 
    Another good excuse to visit Paris, although last time my retina 
detached during the show, so I have mixed memories! 
 
 
Concorde Study Circle Interest in this great plane continues unabated, 
despite its premature demise. The latest 32 page A5 newsletter contains 
details of many new Concorde, postcards, telephone cards, medallions 
and, of course, stamps. 
    Enquiries: Brian Asquith, “Alandale” Radcliffe Gardens, Carshalton 
Beeches SM5 4PQ, or email Brian at brianasquith@talktalk.net for 
membership information. 
 
 
Organ Donors At a time when Gordon Brown is considering making 
organ donation ‘opt-out’ instead of the current ‘opt in’ arrangement, 
Australia Post has issued a stamp that recognises organ and tissue donor 
week.  
    The stamp is designed by Sydney-based designer Nigel Buchanan. He 
uses colour in the design to illustrate the interface between life and death. 
The heart held out on the figure’s palm represents the extraordinary act of 
giving. Apparently, Australia currently has one of the lowest organ 
donation rates in the developed world, but one of the highest transplant 
success rates.  
    Stamps are clearly still seen as a major communications and awareness 
tool by Australia Post. 
 
 
Machin Forum  A visit to http://stamp-collector.co.uk/MachinForum (note lack of 
the usual www. prefix) will reveal a site dedicated to anyone interested in 
writing about the Machin definitive – and not just the British ones!  
    At the time of viewing there were 40 registered users who had already 
submitted 169 entries. As usual with these types of forums, much of it is 
of minimal value, but there is always the odd gem within, therefore it is 
probably worth looking at the site every so often. 
 
 
Stamp Lover  Congratulations to the National Philatelic Society on its 
magazine Stamp Lover having reached its centenary year of publication. 
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    The Society was established in 1899 by the journalist Fred J Melville, 
who was then aged just 17 years. The magazine has appeared regularly 
without a break since 1908, even through two world wars. 
    Currently it is ably edited by David Alford and is issued six times per 
year in February, April, June, August, October and December. The 
magazine is available free to members of the National PS as part of their 
annual subscription and members may submit a free classified 
advertisement for their wants and sales in each issue (circulation around 
1000 copies).. 
    Each issue contains a selection of articles on various aspects of the 
hobby, news about the Society's activities, reports on recent philatelic 
auctions and details about forthcoming philatelic exhibitions at home and 
abroad. 
    A recent issue included features on: 
The Post Office at War - Christine Earle FRPSL gave this fascinating 
display at the October 2007 meeting. Mike Goodman described some of 
the material on show and concluded "You could almost hear the air raid 
sirens!"  
Odd Jottings - Did you know my Uncle? - some musings from "Old 
Codger" as he encounters a small cache of letters.  
New Issues Spotlight - Pounds and Euros from Cyprus - Weights & 
Measures from Denmark - New Zealand Health - Singapore Uniformed 
Groups in Schools.  
Memories of a Steward - H E Quinton reflected on pre-Stampex days.  
Collecting and Selling - Stamp collectors spend vastly more time buying 
than selling but sometimes selling is a necessity - Derek Diamond looks 
at the pros and cons of different approaches.  
A Checklist for Philatelic Speakers, Programme Secretaries (and 
Listeners) -  Jeremy Martin provided some useful tips and food for 
thought. 
Checklist of Articles in the British Philatelic Press January - June 
2007. 
From Sugar Cane to Cane Sugar - David C Hunter explained all with 
the assistance of the stamp album. 
The Stamps of the Leeward Islands - A View from the Archives - Part 
3 The King's Heads and Badge Issues by Peter Mellor - With new 
designs, watermarks and postage rates the 1920's were a busy time for the 
collector of the Leeward Islands. 
Stamp Fairs Diary - 3 months of events from which to plan your visits  
    So, as you can see, there are a wide range of interesting features and 
the June issue is expected to be a bumper souvenir edition worthy of a 
place on every true collector’s bookshelves, of which more in a 
forthcoming edition of the Bulletin. 



    Enquiries: For membership details contact Peter Mellor, Honorary 
Secretary, National Philatelic Society, c/o The British Postal Museum & 
Archive, Freeling House, Phoenix Place, London WC1X 0DL. Tel: 020 
7239 2571, or email nps@ukphilately.org.uk 
 
 
ABPS Harrogate 2008 This is your final reminder in the Bulletin about 
this show, which promises to be a fine successor to the previous events, 
the previous one having been held in Croydon in November last year. 
    Harrogate 2008 will be held on 2nd and 3rd May at the Harrogate 
International Centre (HIC). The HIC is one of the world's top venues for 
conferences, exhibitions, banquets and entertainments - centrally located 
within the cosmopolitan North Yorkshire town of Harrogate.  
    At the time of going to press, the following events and displays were 
planned: 
 
SPONSORED DISPLAYS - In the foyer  
• Her Majesty The Queen - Modern Commonwealth  
• Alan Holyoak - GB Penny Blacks and Line Engraved  
• John Dahl - Portugal, and  
• John West - South America  
 
SOCIETY STANDS - Main hall  
• Channel Islands Specialist Society  
• Falkland Islands Philatelic Study Group  
• Faroe Islands Study Circle  
• Scandinavia Philatelic Society  
• South African Collectors' Society  
• The British Thematic Association  
• TPO and Seapost Society  
 
SOCIETY MEETINGS 
The following societies will be meeting in the Kings Suite (adjacent to 
Hall Q): 
On Friday 2nd May:  
• National Philatelic Society  
On Saturday 3rd May:  
• Great Britain Philatelic Society  
• Postal History Society  
 
RECEPTION AND AWARDS DINNER 
To be held on Friday 2nd May 2008 at the Holiday Inn Hotel, Kings 
Road, Harrogate at 1900 for 1930 hrs. 

mailto:nps@ukphilately.org.uk


Dress - Dinner Jacket or Dark Lounge Suit 
4 Course meal plus Coffee - Price £30.00/head 
 
JUDGING CRITIQUE 
10.30 a.m. Saturday 3rd May2008  
 
DEALERS 
Around 40 will be in attendance. 
 
COMPETITIONS 
It is now too late to consider entering this show competitively, but there 
will be plenty to see, for I suspect that there will be a large number of 
entrants at this event which represents the last opportunity for British 
exhibitors to qualify for London 2010 Festival of Stamps. 
    Try to attend if at all possible, as a great deal of effort goes into putting 
on these events and I understand that Harrogate is an especially pleasing 
destination.  
    Enquiries: For further details about the show visit 
www.harrogate2008.org.uk  More information on the Harrogate 
International Centre, places to stay in Harrogate, and travelling to 
Harrogate, can be found at www.harrogateinternationalcentre.co.uk  
 
(2004 words) 
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Stamp Events Listing 
2008 
2-3 May  Harrogate 2008, Harrogate www.harrogate2008.org.uk  
7 May, 11 June, 9 July, 6 August, 10 September, 8 October, 12 November, 10 December, 

Strand Stamp Fair, Royal National Hotel, London 
8-10 May  Essen 2008, Essen Germany. 
14-22 May Israel 2008, Tel Aviv, Israel. 
20-28 June  Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
28-29 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL 
18-19 July York Stamp Fair, York 
24-27 July 90th Philatelic Congress of Great Britain, Stratford-upon-Avon 
August  Olymphilex, Beijing, China  
12-14 September PRAGA 2008, Prague, Czech Republic 
17-20 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
18-21 September WIPA 2008, Vienna, Austria 
24-26 October Sindelfingen Int’l Stamp Fair, Sindelfingen, Germany. 
30 Oct. – 1 Nov. Philatex, London. 110 dealers expected. 
7-9 November Tarapex 2008, TSB Stadium, New Plymouth, New Zealand. 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
 
2009 
25-28 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
6-10 May  IBRA / Essen 2009, Essen, Germany 
30 July-4 August Korea 2009, Seoul, Korea 
Late August Hong Kong 2009, Hong Kong SAR 
16-19 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
October  China 2009, Beijing, China 
December Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
 
2010 
24-27 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
5-6 May  Philatex Extra, London 
8-15 May   London 2010 Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK.  

www.london2010.org.uk  
15-18 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-10 October Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
Oct./ Nov  South Africa 2010, South Africa (provisional entry) 
 
 
Harrogate2008 The 8th ABPS National Stamp Exhibition takes place at 
Harrogate on Friday 2 May (10:00am – 5:30pm) and Saturday 3 May 
(09:30am – 4:00pm). The venue is Hall Q at the Harrogate International 
Centre located in Kings Road immediately north of the main shopping 
area of Harrogate. All the 500 faces of competitive and invited exhibits, 
along with 40-50 dealers, will be housed in one hall of international 
standard that is flat and well lit.   
 
Her Majesty The Queen has graciously agreed to display items of 20th 
Century material from the Royal Philatelic Collection. This is expected to 
include Great Britain KGV and KGVI rarities. The Court of Honour will 
include exquisite Line Engraved material including Penny Blacks drawn 
from the renowned collection of Alan Holyoake.  For postal historians 
there will be a fine display of Yorkshire Postal History collated from the 
best collections in Yorkshire. Younger collectors may expect an 
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entertaining programme and interesting exhibits by Stamp Active 
members.  
 
Several societies are holding meetings including the National Philatelic 
Society on 2 May, and the Postal History and Great Britain Philatelic 
Societies on 3 May. At the latter, James Grimwood-Taylor will present a 
talk on “Postal Reforms: the Origins and Effects of the Penny Black”. 
 
So the GB collector should find a visit most rewarding and enjoyable.  
Harrogate is well connected by rail, road, bus, and air. For full details of 
the event and how to get there see the website 
http://www.harrogate2008.org.uk or put the postal code HG1 5LA in your 
favourite route-finder. You could even finish your philatelic indulgence 
with a therapeutic Turkish bath! 
 
 
Kent Federation Bromley and Beckenham Philatelic Society will host 
the annual KFPS federation day and stamp fair at Langley Park Boys 
School, South Eden Park Road, Beckenham, Kent on Saturday 17 May 
between the hours of 10am and 4pm. Admission free. There will be 
displays, 25 dealers, a tombola, help and advice and refreshments 
available. Free car parking and buses pass the school entrance, with Eden 
Park railway station close by. 
 
 
Stampex Forthcoming Stampex shows will continue to have displays on 
a particular theme on the so-called Village Green. This autumn will relate 
to the “Defenders of the Skies”, a joint display by Bletchley Park Post 
Office, BFPO, Battle of Britain Memorial Flight and the Vulcan to the 
Skies Trust. This is an invited display complementing the Royal Mail 
RAF Uniforms stamp issue. 
    Spring 2009 is intended to cover cricket, autumn 2009 [TBA]; while 
spring 2010’s display will be put on by the South Africa Collectors 
Society. 
 
 
Prague exhibition An international exhibition that incorporates not just 
stamps, but also telephone cards, numismatics, old postcards, minerals 
and other fields is due to be held in the Czech Republic’s capital city  on 
12-14 September.  
    This year will see the 11th such fair, reputed to be the biggest 
collector’s event in central Europe (the area covers the size of two 

http://www.harrogate2008.org.uk/


football pitches) and, as an added attraction, it is being held in 
conjunction with PRAGA 2008, a world stamp exhibition.  
    PRAGA 2008 will incorporate philatelic exhibits from 63 countries 
and include two thousand frames in competition classes for traditional 
philately, postal history, literature and one-frame exhibits. Material from 
the collection of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II will also be on display 
and thirty postal administrations and 20 mints are expected to be in 
attendance.  
    The exhibition is being held in honour of the 90th anniversary of the 
issuing of the first Czechoslovak stamps in 1918, the 90th anniversary of 
the Postal Museum in Prague and the 15th anniversary of the founding of 
the Czech Republic, so they have much to celebrate this year. 
    The venue is the Exhibition Grounds, Prague and the city offers 
visitors an opportunity to also be a tourist by taking advantage of all that 
the “golden city of a hundred towers” has to offer. It is a lovely 
destination worthy of a weekend break and with WIPA 2008 being held 
four days afterwards, cooperation between the two shows is promised. 
Vienna is just four hours from Prague by express inter-city trains. 
    Enquiries: go to www.praga2008.cz and www.sberatel.info for further 
information about the Prague shows or www.wipa08.com for the Vienna 
exhibition. 
 
 
Stoneham GB Catalogue The new 2008 edition first appeared at 
Philatex in February. Covering all reigns from Queen Victoria to Queen 
Elizabeth II, this catalogue, published by the Machin Collectors Club, has 
been divided into sections covering all aspects of GB stamps.  
    Features include: 
 Each section updated where applicable to include all issues to December 2007. 
 It is printed in full colour throughout. 
 Extended stitched booklet section with prices for each edition. 
 Imperfs and ‘printed on gum side’ errors included in QV section. 
 Imperfs and tête-bêche errors included in George VI section. 
 Wildings cylinder blocks listed and priced. 
 Window, counter, prestige and stitched booklets are now in separate sections. 
 Updated GB ‘Used Abroad’ section. 
 Smilers sheets included. 
 Page count increased to approximately 550 from 530. 
 More presentational changes to improve readability. 

    Priced at a reasonable £17.95, an initial skim through it leads me to 
believe that it is a necessary purchase for all collectors of British stamps. 
A full review will be found in Stamp Scene next month. 
 
 
Themescene The latest issue of Themescene, the publication of the 
British Thematic Association, has appeared and it contains extensive 
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coverage of the highly successful Eurothema show, held last November 
in London. There are also articles on Tongan Royalty, the 1971 British 
postal strike and a reprint of a sixty-year old article by Captain Durand 
about thematic colleting that is no less relevant today. There are also the 
usual features that are of interest to the membership at large, such as 
meeting details, library and new issue information. 
    Enquiries: Contact the Membership Secretary at BTA, Peter Denly, 9 
Oaklands Park, Bishops Stortford CM23 2BY, or email him at 
peter.denly@btinternet.com   
    The BTA website can be found at www.brit-thematic-assoc.com and a 
reminder that Thematica will be held on 28/29 June at the Carisbrooke 
Hall, 63 Seymour Street, London W2 (Marble Arch area)  Contact 
Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL for further 
information about this twice-annual show, or visit  
www.brit-thematic-assoc.com/spthem06.htm . 
 
 
Orbit No, not the chewing gum, but the publication of the Astro Space 
Stamp Society (ASSS). This journal has just undergone a complete 
revamp and is now 40 pages of saddle-stitched A4 with four sides of 
colour imagery and is much more readable as a result.  
    Issue 77 includes features entitled From Atom to Nuclear Powered 
Spacecraft, Ariel Satellites, part two of How Hungary has Celebrated 
Soviet and Other Spacecraft, Polish Copernicus Postmarks, Shuttle Story, 
I Hugged with Aliens!, The World’s Oldest Astronomy and Space 
Stamps, US Prime Recovery Ships and Covers, and Designed by Alec 
Bartos. This listing shows the wide extent of members’ interests in this 
collecting discipline.  
    Although beyond my particular collecting interest, I discovered a 
stamp with a letter box on it that I never knew about, proving that it is 
always necessary to be widely wide and to never dismiss a publication as 
having no relevance to you without first checking. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.asss.utvinternet.com for membership details, 
write to the Honorary Secretary, Brian J Lockyer, 21 Exford Close, 
Weston-Super-Mare, BS23 4RE, or email him at brian.lockye@tesco.net.  
 
 
Insurance and Banking PS This society, affiliated to the North West 
Federation of Philatelic Societies, exists for the benefit of those people 
employed in / retired from the financial services sector and the annual 
subscription is a modest £5. 
    Its newsletter is edited by Brian Sole and the latest issue to hand 
contains articles relating to British charity stamps, the latest new issues 
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from Britain, slot machine insurance policies, and several other items of 
interest to members specifically and collectors generally. 
    Enquiries: For membership enquiries contact Dudley Baker, 
Membership Secretary, I&BPS of GB, 25 Bunbury Way, Downs View, 
Epsom KT17 4JP, or email him at dudley.baker1@ntlworld.com  
 
 
New ATM Journal A subject that is rarely covered in-depth is the 
plethora of stamps now issued with variable values (often generically 
called ‘Frama’ labels, much like we ‘Hoover’ the floor even when using 
another brand of machine). Indeed, its editor, Josep J Jové writes in issue 
one: “From the start, variable value stamps in general and ATMs in 
particular have systematically been ignored, if not rejected and despised, 
by most of the publications and philatelists around the world.” 
    A new quarterly magazine entitled Variations aims to remedy this 
situation within its 36 full-colour pages by covering these issues from a 
whole world perspective, but with an emphasis on Spanish issues, from 
where it is published bilingually in Spanish and English text. 
    Issue seven has recently appeared and it is clearly building into a 
valuable resource that is written with both the specialist and the general 
collector in mind, just as I believe it should be.  
    Visit www.ateeme.net/angles/welcome_a.html where full details of the 
magazine can be found – and much more besides, for it is also the 
website for ATEEME. This is an international independent philatelic 
group created in 1999 that specialises in the collecting and study of 
ATMs and variable value stamps in general. There are currently 278 
members, collaborators and Variable subscribers in 20 countries.  
    Enquiries: For more information or if you wish to join ATEEME, 
contact them by e-mail at espatm@tinet.org, or write to Variable Value 
Stamps Study and Collecting Group, Pl. Prim, 9 A - 7-2, 43001 – 
Tarragona, Spain. ATEEME offers different options from 20,00 EUR per 
year. You can be an ATEEME member and receive publications and 
shipments of ATMs and covers, as well all the other options on offer.  
    All copies are also deposited in the library of the National Philatelic 
Society, located within the Search Room of the British Postal Museum & 
Archive, Freeling House which is alongside Mount Pleasant mail centre 
in central London. 
 
Stamp Magazine goes online The British newsstand publication Stamp 
Magazine has been covering the world of stamps for more than 70 years.  
    Within the magazine's editorial mix are features and news on the great 
stamps of the world, showcase stories, behind the scenes reporting and 
guides to the fairs, exhibitions and stamp auctions around the globe.      
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    Stamp Magazine, winner of several international awards, has now 
partnered with Zinio to deliver a new way of experiencing the magazine 
on your desktop wherever you are by making it available online. The 
publisher boasts of a range of interactive features including:  
-immediate access – receive each issue immediately, 
-keyword searches – have the areas of collecting that interest you at your 
fingertips,  
-electronic notes - on things that matter to you,  
-easy storage – no more clutter. 
    For me, the best feature is demonstrated on either a free download of 
the entire October 2004 ‘70th Birthday’ issue or a preview of a few pages 
from the current issue, which shows that the pages can be turned when 
viewing on screen, in much the same way as when reading a printed 
paper copy. Simply hold down the left button of your mouse and move it 
from right to left to progress through the pages, or left to right to go back 
to the beginning. Watch the content curl as the pages are turned over, 
which is not only technically very clever, but also brings a sense of fun to 
the proceedings! 
    Enquiries: Subscribe for one year - 12 issues - for £15.27 (approx. 
$29.99) by going to www.stampmagazine.co.uk/content/zinio.htm and 
following the links. Single complete issues of recent online back numbers 
may also be purchased.  
 
 
Stamp Fair and Auction Diary This publication has been around for 
many years, but it is only recently that I have become re-acquainted with 
it.  
    It is published six times a year and within its 92 A6-format pages will 
be found what much surely be the most complete listing of United 
Kingdom stamp and postcard fairs and auction events anywhere. There 
are lots of useful advertisements and the contact details provide every 
opportunity to check that an event is still due to be held before setting out 
on what might be a long distance from home.  
    It claims to be the only publication that incorporates the postcodes of 
every event, which is most useful if using an online mapping service or 
SatNav to plan your route.  
   Enquiries: For subscriptions send £4.50 to cover cost of publication 
(including postage within the UK) to S Reeves, PO Box 109, Enfield EN3 
5QF. For queries, such as overseas subscription costs, either telephone 
020 8292 5361, or email fairs@stampdiary.com  
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Stamps TV The French newsstand stamp magazine Timbres has an 
online TV station that it calls TVTimbres – Television for Philatelists, 
with new programming every month.  
    In March, there were additions focusing on stamp engraving due to the 
new ‘Marianne’ definitive stamp engraved by Yves Beaujard, who is 
interviewed at work in his atelier by the magazine editor Gauthier 
Toulemonde.  
    Enquiries: To view the station go to www.timbresmag.com then click 
on TVTimbres. Naturally everything is in French, but it is easy to follow, 
and at least one of the interviews is partly in English.  
 
 
(2435 words) 
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Stamp Events Listing 
2008 
11 June, 9 July, 6 August, 10 September, 8 October, 12 November, 10 December, 

Strand Stamp Fair, Royal National Hotel, London 
20-28 June  Efiro 08, Bucharest, Romania. 
28-29 June  Thematica I, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL 
18-19 July York Stamp Fair, York 
24-27 July 90th Philatelic Congress of Great Britain, Stratford-upon-Avon 
August  Olymphilex, Beijing, China  
12-14 September PRAGA 2008, Prague, Czech Republic 
17-20 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
18-21 September WIPA 2008, Vienna, Austria 
24-26 October Sindelfingen Int’l Stamp Fair, Sindelfingen, Germany. 
30 Oct. – 1 Nov. Philatex, London. 110 dealers expected. 
7-9 November Tarapex 2008, TSB Stadium, New Plymouth, New Zealand. 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
 
2009 
25-28 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
6-10 May  IBRA / Essen 2009, Essen, Germany 
30 July-4 August Korea 2009, Seoul, Korea 
Late August Hong Kong 2009, Hong Kong SAR 
16-19 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
October  China 2009, Beijing, China 
December Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
 
2010 
24-27 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
5-6 May  Philatex Extra, London 
8-15 May   London 2010 Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK.  

www.london2010.org.uk  
15-18 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-10 October Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
Oct./ Nov  South Africa 2010, South Africa (provisional entry) 
 
 
Australia Post Stamp Design Awards 2007 - Stamp Advisory 
Committee result The Designers’ Choice Award is determined by the 
Australia Post Stamp Advisory Committee at the end of the stamp issue 
programme each year. Designers from all fields of the Visual Arts who 
have made a contribution to the stamp design process are then invited to 
attend a dinner. 
    Australian stamp designs are usually generated by commissioning an 
artist; be they graphic designer, illustrator or photographer, to fulfill the 
design brief. The Stamp Advisory Committee (SAC) is responsible for 
evaluating stamp designs against the stamp design brief which outlines 
the overall design elements required. 
    When approving the design of Australian stamps, the SAC’s objectives 
are to maintain Australia’s high reputation in design quality, to promote 
Australian culture, flora and fauna through outstanding stamp imagery 
and design to the rest of the world, and to offer stamp issues that appeal 
to philatelic collectors and the general public alike. 
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    The winner of the Australia Post Stamp Design Award 2007 – 
Designers’ Choice Award went to the Landmarks: Australian Modernist 
Architecture stamp issue designed by Gary Domoney of Spark Studio. 
    Australian collectors’ favourite stamp for 2007 depicted the Royal 
Botanic Gardens Melbourne, one of the stamps from the Australian 
Botanic Gardens stamp issue. 
    Melbourne photographer Simon Griffiths produced the winning stamp 
in the ‘People’s Choice’ category. 
 
 
Stoneham GB Catalogue As briefly mentioned last month, the new 2008 
edition first appeared at Philatex back in February. Covering all reigns 
from Queen Victoria to Queen Elizabeth II, this catalogue, published by 
the Machin Collectors Club, is divided into sections covering all aspects 
of GB stamps.  
    Until now, I have owned and used the 12th edition (1998) of this 
catalogue and was immediately impressed by the improvements made to 
this, the 14th edition. (Not having seen the 13th edition of 2006 it is 
inevitable that some of the improvements new to me had already been 
made last time round.)  
    It goes up to the Christmas sets of 2007 and now weighs in at more 
than a Kilo. Page size has increased both in dimensions and number 
(from around 300 to 544) and is in full colour throughout, with useful 
coloured tabs printed on the vertical edge to enable users to go to the 
section that they are interested in more readily. In a decade the price has 
increased by less than £2.50 and the improvements are certainly worth 
this tiny increase. 
    The Smilers phenomenon first occurred in 2000 and all Generic sheets 
are included up to the Machin commemoration. The range of sheets 
issued by the organisers of Stampex is also included and these would 
perhaps benefit from a note mentioning how these Business Customised 
Sheets are able to be ordered from Royal Mail and that there are many 
dozens of non-Stampex sheets additionally available. The most recent 
three Stampex sheets are wrongly shown as having been issued in 2005, 
caused, no doubt, by the use of copy and paste when compiling the 
listing. We’ve all been there! 
    Stamp booklets and panes are well covered and it is nice to see that 
every Prestige pane is illustrated and not just the multi-value one. I 
understand that the stitched booklets section has been extended with 
prices for each edition now shown. Also, the window, counter, prestige 
and stitched booklets are now in separate sections and this makes 
checking entries much easier. 



    Other improvements apparently made since the 13th edition include 
imperforates and ‘printed on the gummed side’ errors are now included in 
the Queen Victoria section, King George VI has benefitted from 
imperforates and tête-bêche errors and the GB Used Abroad section has 
been enhanced. In the current reign, Wilding-era cylinder blocks are now 
listed and priced, which will please many collectors of these issues. 
    The catalogue will now be published every two years, with the next 
one being produced in time for Spring Philatex and, therefore, also the 
London 2010 Festival of Stamps exhibition. The publishers did not feel 
justified in making collectors shell-out for an annual edition and I think 
that this is a sensible policy decision.  
    I have enjoyed using this new catalogue and have no hesitation in 
recommending it to anyone requiring a half-way-house between a 
simplified and a specialised publication. 
    Priced at a very reasonable £17.95, it is available from your favourite 
philatelic stamp or literature dealer, plus the usual non-philatelic high-
street and online outlets. 
 
 
South African Service The Post Office in South Africa has recently 
announced that it is time to move forward, while still maintaining and 
improving its current processes and products.  
    Johan van Wyk, Senior Manager, Philatelic Services, has stated that 
they intend implementing new plans to promote philately, including: 

-  Improved communication to staff at Post Offices throughout the 
country to increase knowledge of all aspects related to philately. 

-  Increased usage of technology to promote stamps and stamp 
collecting, including SMS marketing. 

-  The appointment of staff in some areas who will be dedicated to 
the promotion of philately in those areas. 

    The collector is clearly recognised as an important partner of the South 
African Post Office, whose interests are to be nurtured. 
 
 
Topical Time the latest ‘journal of thematic philately’ has been received 
from the American Topical Association. Within its 92 pages are some 
interesting features, including steam locomotives (the evolution of 
engines), how to lift a boat (moving ships), Meghdoot postcards (Indian 
postal advertising) and Castillo da San Marcos (Florida Fort).  
    There are also the usual features covering topical meter stamps, postal 
stationery, postmarks, Cinderella’s, and much more besides. The 
advertising within is also worth paying careful attention to, as there are 



many dealers that collectors in Europe would potentially not otherwise 
come across. 
     Enquiries: For membership details contact ATA Inc., 411A Lillard 
Road, Arlington, TX76012-3698, USA. Annual subscriptions are US$30 
outside of the USA; while two years comes at a US$5 reduction of 
US$55). A lifetime subscription can be had for US$1000.  
    A new website has been launched at www.americantopicalassn.org of 
which more in a future issue of Stamp Scene. 
 
 
Stafford Stamp Show 2008 Later this month, 50+ national and 
international dealers will be offering their wares at the Staffordshire 
County Showground. No doubt some will avail themselves of the 
helicopter landing pad in order to avoid the traffic! 
    The event will be held between the hours of 11am and 6pm on the 
Friday, and 10am to 4pm on the Saturday in the Ingestre Suite which is 
located in Weston Road, Stafford ST18 0BD.  
    Saturday will also see the hosting of the Midlands Philatelic Federation 
Spring Convention and Inter-Society Competition.  
    Enquiries: Event organised by John and Jane Rice (JRS Fairs). For 
more information visit www.jrs-stamp-shows.co.uk, telephone 01785 
259350, or email info@john-rice-stamps.co.uk  
 
 
Charles Napper Joins Grosvenor Auctions Charles Napper has joined 
the Grosvenor Auctions team, bringing with him his breadth of 
knowledge and experience gained over many years. 
    Charles worked as a botanist for fourteen years in Cambridge after 
graduating from university in 1973. He then entered the philatelic trade in 
1989, joining Stanley Gibbons Auctions in 1990. He subsequently joined 
Phillips (later Bonhams) in 1992 as a describer and valuer, responsible for 
cataloguing Great Britain, British Commonwealth and Foreign countries, and 
travelling throughout the country and overseas looking at  collections and 
conducting valuation days, before leaving in February this year. 
    Charles lives in Cambridge, and has two sons.  
 
 
The Edward Young collections of Gibraltar, Malaya and States and 
Saint Lucia, offered as a special sale at Grosvenor Auctions on 18 
March, realised a total of £328,429 against a pre-sale estimate of 
£265,540. 
    Among the many highlights were the Straits Settlements 1884 “4” on 
4c on 5c trial surcharge in red (lot 143), one of just seven known 
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examples, which achieved £14,703. The Pahang Kuala Lipis Provisional 
bisect 3c on half of 5c (SG18dc, lot 369) used on cover found a new 
home for £8,970; while the Malayan Postal Union 50c black on St. 
Edwards’s Crown Block CA watermarked paper (lot 261), believed to be 
the only mint block in private hands, rose to £5,980. 
    The rare and very striking Gibraltar “Skull” error (1973 Discovery 4p 
with gold omitted, lot 83) has become a key item among collectors of 
Q.E.II errors and rose to £6,116 after much bidding. 
    Saint Lucia prices are holding up well. A fine mint example of the 
1891-92 inverted “ONE HALF PENNY” on 3d die II (lot 526) realised 
£965 (cat. £1,900); while a most interesting eighteen page document sent 
from the Administrator of the Colony, Sir Edward Baynes, in 1937 to the 
Governor, Sir Selwyn Grier, discussing the forthcoming definitive issue 
sold for £1,647. 
    Enquiries: Grosvenor Auctioneers and Valuers, 399-401 Strand, Third 
Floor, London WC2R 0LT, telephone 020 7379 8789, email 
info@grosvenor-auctions.co.uk or visit www.grosvenorauctions.com  
 
 
What the Victorians did for us Terry Pratchett opened this new 
exhibition last month at the Bath Postal Museum, coinciding with the 
subject of the Museums and Galleries special month. 
     Designed for the whole family to enjoy, it includes the ideas and 
innovations which the Victorians employed, with great energy, ingenuity 
and foresight, many of which are still affecting our lives today. Actors 
create the stories of the harsh conditions of Victorian workers and they 
appear within picture frames that talk to you.  
    Victorian displays at the museum now include: 

•  A version of a Victorian Post Office with an original sorting 
frame. 

•  Victorian writing implements and post office scales and balances. 
•  Letters sent during the Victorian era. 
•  Ink wells, Victorian pens with metal nibs. 
•  The only Victorian stamp perforating machine in this country. 
•  A model steam train showing the methods used to pick up and 

drop mail bags at high speed. 
•  A display of the Penny Post. 
•  A display of Victorian transport – models of a sailing ship – the 

SS Great Britain and a steam train with items of mail carried by 
such transport. 
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    On sale in the museum shop will be found Terry Pratchett’s Disk 
World stamps and children’s activities include permanent dressing-up 
boxes, interactive displays and games. 
    Enquiries: The exhibition is situated at Bath Postal Museum, which is 
located on the corner of Northgate Street and Green Street, underneath 
the City of Bath Post Office. The museum is open between 11am and 
5pm Monday to Saturday; last entry is at 4.30pm. Telephone 01225 
46033 and ask for Janine or Ruth. 
 
 
What a Carry On! 2008 marks the 50th anniversary of the release of the 
first Carry On film Carry on Sergeant. Throughout the 1960s and 1970s 
Carry On films were to form a staple diet of British cinema audiences 
going on to influence future film and TV productions, both at home and 
abroad.  
    The very first Carry On film released in 1958 followed the adventures 
of a hapless group of National Servicemen as they face the culture shock 
of Army life. Carry on Screaming, featured prominently on a new Adrian 
Bradbury Business Customised Sheet, was a pastiche on the then popular 
Hammer Horrors and follows the adventures of a pair of Victorian 
detectives as they investigate a suspicious showroom dummy factory. 
    Enquiries: This sheet can be obtained for £30 inclusive of postage and 
packing to anywhere in the world by sending a cheque to Adrian 
Bradbury, 3 Link Road, Stoneygate, Leicester LE2 3RA, or by going 
online at www.bfdc.co.uk and typing 27463 into the Quick Search box. 
 
 
Olympex Show It has recently been announced that a stamp and cultural 
exhibition will take place 8-18 August in conjunction with the summer 
Olympic Games. Coins, pins and works of art portraying the Olympic 
movement, culture and history will be displayed, as well as stamps, of 
course, plus exhibits from the IOC Olympic Museum in Lausanne, 
Switzerland. 
 
 
Europa 2008 The theme for this year’s stamps is The Letter and member 
countries of PostEurop will generally take part. The issue from the 
Vatican comprises two stamps, one of which shows His Holiness the 
Pope writing a letter (printed by Printex of Malta – its first overseas issue 
for this firm of printers?); while Cyprus post has a se-tenant pair 
depicting letters on one stamp and letter boxes on the other. These have 
been issued in counter sheets and in a booklet where either the top or 
bottom margin is imperforate.  

http://www.bfdc.co.uk/


 
 
Offshore issues Jersey Post has recently issued a set of six stamps and a 
MS depicting a second series on the popular transport theme of buses. 
The six counter sheets come in panes of ten with a common decorative 
margin that has become the norm for stamps from this lovely island. 
Perhaps I am simply old-fashioned in my outlook, but I still struggle with 
the idea of a MS having a face value of £2.50 for just a single stamp, 
albeit having an attractive depiction of a c1977 bus on its island route. 
    Meanwhile, Isle of Man Post has produced a set of eight stamps on the 
highly original theme of Interceltique. This celebrates the Celtic 
languages of Kernow, Mannin, Alba, Breizh, Eire, Asturies, Cymru and 
Galicia with each stamp depicting the national flag. Two of the values 
additionally bear the PostEurop logo  
    In August, the Isle of Man is participating for the first time ever in its 
history in a huge festival of all things Celtic being held at Lorient in 
Brittany, France and a set of postcards and a sheetlet will additionally be 
issued at that time. 
 
(2486 words) 
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Stamp Events Listing 
2008 
9 July, 6 August, 10 September, 8 October, 12 November, 10 December,  
  Strand Stamp Fair, Royal National Hotel, London 
18-19 July York Stamp Fair, York 
24-27 July 90th Philatelic Congress of Great Britain, Stratford-upon-Avon 
August  Olymphilex, Beijing, China  
12-14 September PRAGA 2008, Prague, Czech Republic 
17-20 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
18-21 September WIPA 2008, Vienna, Austria 
24-26 October Sindelfingen Int’l Stamp Fair, Sindelfingen, Germany. 
30 Oct. – 1 Nov. Philatex, London. 110 dealers expected. 
7-9 November Tarapex 2008, TSB Stadium, New Plymouth, New Zealand. 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
 
2009 
25-28 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
6-10 May  IBRA / Essen 2009, Essen, Germany 
30 July-4 August Korea 2009, Seoul, Korea 
Late August Hong Kong 2009, Hong Kong SAR 
16-19 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
October  China 2009, Beijing, China 
December Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
 
2010 
24-27 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
5-6 May  Philatex Extra, London 
8-15 May   London 2010 Festival of Stamps, Business Design Centre and elsewhere, London, UK.  

www.london2010.org.uk  
15-18 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-10 October Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
Oct./ Nov  South Africa 2010, South Africa (provisional entry) 
 
 
2008 Summer Olympics Australia Post has recently issued a single 
stamp that features a design of a dragon, reflecting the host nation. It was 
a delight to see the Olympic rings in full colour below the Australian flag 
set against a plain white background, for there could be no doubt what 
event the stamp was commemorating. 
    The five interlocked rings were found on an ancient altar in Delphi, 
Greece, by French educator Baron Pierre de Coubertin. The rings 
originally symbolised the five parts of the world in which this sports 
movement was active, while today they symbolise the five continents. 
    Let us hope that Royal Mail will pay the licencing fee for the use of 
this iconic logo design, or at the very least pay to use the wording 
‘Olympic Games’. I consider that recent British material has been the 
poorer for omission of this important symbolism. For example, the 2005 
MS stamps and margin merely stated “London 2012 – Host City”.  
 
 
Green Plaques Westminster, London,  is rich in its heritage of buildings 
and the people who have lived and worked there. The Westminster Green 
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Plaques Scheme celebrates the remarkable endeavours of some of its 
former residents. Launched in 1991 the plaques draw attention to 
particular buildings in Westminster associated with people of renown 
who have made lasting contributions to society, much as the Blue Plaques 
Scheme does, albeit with different criteria. 
    In May of this year a plaque was unveiled at the first Penny Post Office 
in Westminster, located at 39 Gerrard Street in the west end. This 
building had been used by 52 postmen to deliver and sort letters destined 
for homes in Westminster between the years 1794 and 1834. It is now 
used as a Japanese restaurant. 
    Thanks to Cyril Macey for providing the news clipping about this 
scheme. 
 
Stamp Preview Thanks to readers I have been able to complete my 
collection of Stamp Preview. Interestingly, three respondents advised me 
that there have been a few unnumbered, but dated, supplements. In case 
this is of interest to anyone, I record below details of the examples that 
they provided to me: 
 
- April 1997. Golden Wedding Issue. 
- November 1997. The Golden Wedding. 
- 5 May 1998. New Self-Adhesive Definitive Stamps / Booklet Changes. 
- April 1999. The Definitive Stamp issue. 
- June 1999. Edward and Sophie’s Wedding. 
- April 2000. New Stamp Books / New Definitives / Country Stamps. 
- December 2000. Christmas Smilers. 
- 6 March 2001.  Northern Ireland Definitive Issue. 

 
    Reports of any other Supplements will be listed here in a later Stamp 
Scene. It seems that supplements have not been issued in the past few 
years. 
 
 
UK licenced postal operators Naturally enough, the largest UK mail 
operator is Royal Mail Group Ltd. However, there are a surprising 
number of other operators in the UK, all of whom are licenced. As of 
April, these are: 
 
- Citipost AMP Limited (formerly Alternative Mail and Parcels Limited) 
- City Link Post (trading name of Target Express Parcels) 
- CMS (trading name of Royale Research Limited) 
- DHL Express (formerly Securicor Omega Express) 
- Document Outsourcing Limited  
- DX Network Services Limited 
- FedEx UK Limited (formerly ANC Limited) 
- Intercity Communications Limited 
- LDS Cambridge Limited  
- Lynx Mail (trading name of Red Star Parcels Limited and now part of UPS) 

http://www.royalmail.com/
http://www.citipost.com/
http://target.city-link.co.uk/
http://www.cmsnetwork.com/
http://www.dhlglobalmail.co.uk/
http://www.documentoutsourcing.com/
http://www.thedx.co.uk/
http://www.anc.co.uk/
http://www.icityc.co.uk/
http://www.ldscambridge.com/
http://www.lynx.co.uk/


- The Mailing House Group (trading as Northern Mail) 
- Racer Consultancy Management Services 
- Secure Mail Services (formerly Special Mail Services Limited) 
- Secured Mail Limited 
- TNT Post UK Limited 
- UK Mail 
- Zip Mail Limited 
 
    These companies all process what is known as ‘DSA mail’ 
(Downstream access mail). Downstream access enables these alternative 
operators to compete with Royal Mail’s upstream activities (collection, 
sorting and distribution) and then access Royal Mail’s network for ‘final 
mile’ delivery of their mail. 
    It is good to see that The British Postal Museum & Archive is actively 
collecting material from all of these companies, including mailbags and 
promotional items, as well as the mail that lands on our mat every day. 
Their Contemporary Collections Archivist ensures that the full history of 
the British postal service is represented within BPMAs holdings and not 
just Royal Mail’s activities. 
    Enquiries: To keep this list up-to-date or to get full contact information 
and internet website links for each of the companies listed, visit 
www.hellmail.co.uk/uk_postal_operators.asp  
 
Pierron's Modern Great Britain & Commonwealth Missing Colour 
Errors I have been a user of this catalogue since the first publication and 
each edition keeps getting even better than its predecessor. This newly 
published catalogue details, illustrates and values every known missing 
colour error from Queen Elizabeth II's reign (1952 to date) and now 
encompasses the Commonwealth nations as well as GB.  
    I find the smaller softback format for the latest version to be more 
manageable than that of the large pages used in 2005. It now measures 
230mm high x 160mm wide x 35mm thick, so is more like a paperback 
novel, albeit War and Peace and it now boasts an eye-catching coloured 
cover depicting some striking missing colour gems. The book has been 
matt-laminated with the text highlighted in a clear gloss UV ink, so it is 
not only stylish in appearance, but will prove to be more than durable in 
everyday use. 
    Complete descriptions accompany high quality colour images and 
normal stamps appear alongside errors for easy reference. Known or 
estimated quantities are listed. Genuine market prices, based on dealer 
sales and auction results, are included. How errors occurred, where and 
when they were found and other significant information also appears. 
    The opening chapters include an introduction, catalogue notes, 
terminology, plates / cylinders and references, before moving on to all the 
countries and their errors. Each country is prefixed by a full page about 
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its location, a Commonwealth timeline and a potted history of the 
country; while every page header bears a useful small map and the 
national flag(s) to aid orientation when flicking through the pages. 
    This catalogue offers an unparalleled reference featuring 800  
information-filled pages in full colour. It now contains over 80 countries, 
1,250-plus errors are detailed and there are more than 2,500 images. It is 
simply, the definitive resource for Great Britain and Commonwealth 
missing colour errors.  
    Note that the catalogue does not include missing perforations, inverted 
watermarks, partially missing colours, nor the many items that tend to get 
lumped together with errors, such as colour trials, proofs and similar 
rarities. The introduction explains that had these extra items been 
included, then the book would have been three times the thickness. A 
visit to www.errors.info will reveal many of these ‘extra’ items and as the 
site is updated almost daily, it is best to bookmark the home page and to 
consult it regularly. 
    I have not seen the current CD version, but it will function as well as 
my 2005 edition because the pages are viewed in Adobe PDF format (so 
is therefore ‘cross-platform’, working on both the MAC and PC). It is 
extremely simple to use and is the ideal choice if you want all of the 
information contained within the book, but at a knock-down price. 
    This publication is out now as an electronic catalogue priced at £19.95 
and also in printed form at £49.95 (both prices include free P&P when 
posted to UK addresses). The book weighs-in at 1.720kilogrammes 
without its protective transit box, so P&P is £7.50 to European addresses 
or £10 for rest of world destinations for the book, or £2.50 and £3.75 
respectively for the CD version. 
    Enquiries: This essential catalogue is available to buy online at 
www.errors.info by choosing SHOP from the toolbar, where you can pay 
immediately using PayPal, or alternatively call +44 (0) 1483 503335, fax 
+44 (0) 1483 560812 or email tompierron@bacchic.net for resolution of 
any queries before purchase. 
 
 
Happy Golden Anniversary  Established in 1958, Warwick and 
Warwick has grown to be one of the leading auctioneers and valuers of 
collectables in Britain. They claim to offer the best possible facilities for 
the sale of not just postage stamps and postal history, but also postcards, 
cigarette cards, coins and banknotes, medals, toys and most other 
collectable items. Their team of experts will offer free advice, in 
complete confidence, on any matters relating to buying or selling in 
auction or by private treaty. 
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    They have recently launched a professional-looking new website from 
where the catalogues can be viewed online. The site also includes useful 
articles on their areas of expertise and at the time of viewing there were 
eight stamp-related articles covering such diverse subjects as a rare 
Scottish pre-stamp cover, the 1841 Notice to Postmasters, an interesting 
Mulready caricature, mail from the Hindenburg crash, and four other 
non-GB features. I suspect that this section will grow with time. The rest 
of the site includes the many services that they offer, including the 
opportunity to join the Specialist Register and even to register an interest 
in applying for a job with the company. 
    Enquiries: Go to www.warwickandwarwick.com or write to Warwick 
& Warwick, Chalon House, Scar Bank, Millers Road, Warwick CV34 
5DB, Telephone: +44 (0) 1926 499031, Fax: +44 (0) 1926 491906 or 
email info@warwickandwarwick.com  
 
 
Business Customised Smilers Buckingham Covers has recently issued 
two new sheets on railway and lifeboat themes in its ongoing series of 
stamp sheets.  
    The “Big Four” stamp sheet is an official National Railway Museum 
product released in January of this year in an edition of 1923 copies. On 
6th January 1923, the railways were organised into the "Big Four", 
namely the GWR (Great Western Railway or "God's Wonderful 
Railway"!), LNER (London & North Eastern Railway - East Coast), LMS 
(London Midland and Scottish Railway - West Coast) and the Southern 
Railway. 
    This limited edition carries a royalty per sale to The National Railway 
Museum and will be available in the Museum shop, meaning 
Buckingham Covers only has a limited number. The price is £24.95, plus 
£1.65 post, packing and insurance. 
    Released 13 March 2008, the Royal National Lifeboat Institution 
(RNLI) stamp sheet is in an edition of only 1908 copies worldwide and 
commemorates the charity that saves lives at sea. This sheet is also priced 
at £24.95, plus £1.65 post, packing and insurance, with £4 per sale going 
to RNLI funds. £15,000 is the target donation that Tony Buckingham is 
aiming to raise for the charity with this stamp sheets and the 
accompanying covers that are being marketed. 
    Enquiries:  Visit www.buckinghamcovers.com 
 
 
Roll of Distinguished Philatelists Three new RDPs have been elected at 
a recent meeting of the Board of Election to the Roll of Distinguished 
Philatelists.  
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    On Saturday 26 July during the 2008 Philatelic Congress of Great 
Britain being held this year at Stratford-upon-Avon, the following 
philatelists will be invited to sign the Roll. 
 

Edward (Ted) B Proud, aged 78, of the United Kingdom. 
Robin M Startup, aged 71, of New Zealand. 

Richard F Winter, aged 71, of the United States of America. 
 
    The Roll was established in 1921 by the Philatelic Congress of Great 
Britain with the approval of the ‘collector King’ His Majesty King 
George V, who was the first signatory. Since then, some 335 philatelists 
from 45 countries have been honoured in this way. There are currently 68 
signatories from 26 countries including 12 from the United Kingdom. 
    We offer our congratulations to these eminent collectors on their 
achievement of attaining the world’s premier philatelic honour. 
 
 
     (2,130 words) 
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Stamp Events Listing 
2008 
6 August, 10 September, 8 October, 12 November, 10 December, Strand Stamp Fair, Royal National Hotel, London 
12-14 September PRAGA 2008, Prague, Czech Republic 
17-20 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
18-21 September WIPA 2008, Vienna, Austria 
24-26 October Sindelfingen Int’l Stamp Fair, Sindelfingen, Germany. 
30 Oct. – 1 Nov. Philatex, London. 110 dealers expected. 
7-9 November Tarapex 2008, TSB Stadium, New Plymouth, New Zealand. 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions, PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
 
2009 
25-28 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
6-10 May  IBRA / Essen 2009, Essen, Germany 
30 July-4 August Korea 2009, Seoul, Korea 
Late August Hong Kong 2009, Hong Kong SAR 
16-19 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
October  China 2009, Beijing, China 
December Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
 
2010 
24-27 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
5-6 May  Philatex Extra, London 
London 2010 Festival of Stamps, London, UK. www.london2010.org.uk  A traditional international stamp exhibition, 
with several other major events and linked exhibitions often lasting several months being held in and around London. 
7 May-25 July Empire Mail, George V and the GPO, Guildhall Art Gallery. 
8-15 May   International Stamp Exhibition, Business Design Centre. 
Dates TBA Exhibition (Details TBA). Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum. 
Dates TBA Exhibition (Details TBA). The British Museum. 
Dates TBA Exhibition (Details TBA). Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew. 
15-18 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
1-10 October Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
Oct/ Nov  South Africa 2010, South Africa (provisional entry) 
 
 
Red Arrows Air Displays 2008 marks the centenary of the first ever 
public Air Display at Farnborough, and is also the 90th anniversary of the 
Royal Air Force (RAF). A Business Customised Sheet featuring the 
paintings of Mark Postlethwaite (Guild of Aviation Artists) with the Red 
Arrows flying over Fowey (top image) and Silverstone (bottom image) 
has been designed and issued by Adrian Bradbury. The ten stamp labels 
feature ten of Mark's paintings depicting famous RAF planes from 1918 
through to the Harrier still in use in 2008  
    The sheet is limited to 1500 numbered copies and is also being offered 
by Royal Mail through Tallents House. 
 
    Enquiries: Sheets are priced at £30, including postage and packing to 
any destination in the world, and can be obtained from www.bfdc.co.uk 
by typing 27474 into the Quick Search box. Or, order by post from A G 
Bradbury, 3 Link Road, Stoneygate, Leicester LE2 3RA. 
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London 2010 Update As part of the London 2010: Festival of Stamps, 
The British Postal Museum & Archive (BPMA) and the Royal Philatelic 
Collection are working in partnership with the Guildhall Art Gallery to 
produce the exhibition Empire Mail: George V & the GPO.  This unique 
exhibition will explore the reign of King George V and will be open from 
7 May to 25 July 2010 at the Guildhall Art Gallery. 
    An era of conflict and great changes, the reign of George V spanned 
from 1910 to 1936 and saw the development of a number of 
communication methods which brought the world closer together. 
Featuring posters, vehicles, pillar boxes, philatelic rarities and gems from 
the GPO Film Unit, Empire Mail: George V & The GPO will explore 
themes from the King’s reign such as innovations in mail transportation, 
the first Atlantic air crossing, the rise of graphic design in the 1920s and 
1930s and war-time memorabilia.   
    The items on display will comprise of a unique collection sourced from 
the treasures of the BPMA and the Royal Philatelic Collection, including 
a display of exquisite stamps and stamp artwork. The Royal Philatelic 
Collection was started in the nineteenth century by Royal stamp 
enthusiasts and its present structure – which includes a large amount of 
material rarely seen in public – was the creation of King George V, a 
keen stamp collector, and his adviser Sir Edward Bacon. 
 
    This exhibition is just one of a number of events happening across the 
capital as part of the London 2010: Festival of Stamps. London 2010: 
Festival of Stamps is a year long programme of exhibitions, events and 
activities marking the centenary of the accession of George V, the 
philatelist king. Key events include a major international stamp 
exhibition at the Business Design Centre in Islington and partner 
exhibitions taking place at The British Museum, the Wimbledon Lawn 
Tennis Museum, the Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew and a number of 
other locations in partnership with the Association of British Philatelic 
Societies.  
    Enquiries: To find out more about the festival visit 
www.postalheritage.org.uk/london2010  
 
 
Midsummer Murders This British ITV television drama series recently 
aired an episode where, for what I believe is the first time in such a 
programme, the postal workers and postal vehicle depicted were from a 
private and fictitious company called Express Mail and not the usual 
Royal Mail, although the van did remain red in colour.  
    This change of postal operator is possibly because one of the postmen 
in the storyline was seen stealing and opening items of correspondence 

http://www.postalheritage.org.uk/london2010


and perhaps Royal Mail refused to be associated with such an unpalatable 
theme. Or maybe the writers and producers know something that we do 
not about the future of our postal service… 
    Despite the rebranding of the vehicle and uniforms, the inside shots of 
a postal delivery office were clearly filmed on Royal Mail premises. A 
pedestal letter box was depicted being emptied by the dishonest postman 
and had been filmed in such a way as to avoid showing the Royal cypher 
on the door. It seems unlikely that this box (supposedly located at the 
local railway station) was in its normal position, as it wobbled back and 
forth in such a dangerous manner that its unsteadiness is bound to 
contravene current health and safety regulations. 
 
 
Celebrating UK A recent lecture at the British Postal Museum & 
Archive given by Peter Silk, joint creative director of Silk Pearce, 
coincided with the opening of the ‘Lions, Leopards, Unicorns and 
Dragons’ display at BPMA. Peter told the story behind the design of the 
series of four miniature sheets (MS) produced for each of the constituent 
countries of the UK that is entitled ‘The Four Countries of the United 
Kingdom’. 
    Peter illustrated his presentation with several dozen early drafts and 
visuals, unusually including many hand-drawn illustrations as distinct 
from solely the computer-generated artworks that we have come to expect 
these days.  
    It was fascinating to see the thought process of the graphic designers in 
action, as initial pencil sketches gradually evolved into final artworks. 
What is all the more remarkable is that the finished design for the first 
MS, Celebrating Scotland, was fast-tracked through in just over two 
weeks from initial brief to submission of the approved design in order 
that it would be available for sale on St Andrew’s Day, 2006.  
    The initial brief from Royal Mail had included the requirement for a 
miniature sheet format comprising four stamps, including one of the 
existing 1st class Country Definitives, a flag design and each Patron Saint. 
The fourth stamp design choice was left to the agency and they 
considered the depiction of standing stones, natural features, maps, sport, 
costumes, music, dancing, patriots and buildings. 
    They wanted to incorporate old and new techniques on each sheet, so 
Clare Melinsky created the Patron Saint designs by producing linocuts 
that were printed-off in various colour combinations, with the chosen 
ones scanned onto a computer. The Flag designs were by Peter Crowther, 
who created computer models of the national flags and blew wind 
through them electronically, adding ripples, changing layouts and 
adjusting colour values on-screen to arrive at the final imagery. 



    The remaining two elements were the cityscapes that used modern 
photographs with many locations being trialled on-screen before settling 
on the final subjects. The second element was the background design, 
where it was important that the eventual imagery did not overpower the 
stamp designs, so was toned-down by reducing the density of the colours. 
    The latest of the four sheets was issued back in March and celebrated 
Northern Ireland. At the time of issue Peter stated: “We are always 
flattered when Royal Mail invites us to design commemorative stamps 
and it is a great feeling knowing that our work will be seen, admired and 
treasured across the world as people get ready to celebrate all things 
Irish”.  
    The MS for Wales is eagerly awaited, but you will have to wait until 
next year before the design comes out of its embargoed period and can be 
revealed to Bulletin readers. Peter broke no confidences by confirming 
that one of the long-format stamps will illustrate St David; while another 
design is of the Welsh flag. 
    To close the evening, attendees saw the true extent of Silk Pearce’s 
involvement with Royal Mail over a 20-year period, which started with 
the FDC envelope and filler card for the 1988 Lord Mayor’s Show issue. 
We were then shown the agency’s other stamp issues (the Pillar to Post 
set of 2002 and the Welsh National Assembly Building MS from 2007), 
FDC envelope and special handstamp designs, year books, airletter forms, 
event invitations, presentation packs, ingot covers and Philatelic 
Numismatic Covers (PNCs), all of which have emanated from the 
imagination of its team of designers. 
    This lecture gave a fascinating insight into the workings of a design 
agency and ably illustrated the level and depth of detail that goes into 
generating stamps and other products for Royal Mail.  
 
Silk Pearce (www.silkpearce.com) is a design-led communications 
consultancy offering everything from brand development and identity 
through to literature, packaging and websites. The company was founded 
in 1984, is based in Colchester, Essex, and works with many regional, 
national and international businesses and brands aside from Royal Mail, 
including Aldeburgh Music, Arjo Wiggins, Daler Rowney and Historic 
Royal Palaces. 
 
 
Book Review  The Exhibitions: Great White City by Don R Knight with a 
Foreword by Sir Charles Curran. ISBN 978-0-9509251-1-0. 84 pages, 
fold-out map, 17 colour and 3 black and white images. 

http://www.silkpearce.com/


    Don R Knight is the acknowledged expert on the Franco-British 
Exhibition of 1908, his passion having started back in 1972 when he 
acquired some of the picture postcards produced for the exhibition.  
    Finding that there was no existing book on the subject, he set about 
writing one! It is now 30 years ago since that first edition was released 
and with 2008 being the centenary of the show, Don has taken the 
opportunity of reprinting and updating his earlier work, which now 
includes colour imagery of the exhibition’s delights, labels, postcards,and 
souvenir china along with a fold-out map of the site as it appeared in 
1908.  
    The exhibition was clearly a success, as over eight million attended, 
having each paid their one shilling (5p) admittance charge. After its 
closure the site was used for other exhibitions in later years in 1909, 
1910, 1911, 1912, and 1914. Various buildings and facilities continued to 
be used for different events well into the 1980s, but it appears that 
nothing now remains following the demolition in 2003 of the main 
entrance to make way for a shopping and leisure complex.  
    The BBC now occupies some of the site, which it uses as offices and to 
broadcast, among other programmes,  The One Show each weekday 
evening. Sharp-eyed viewers will have noticed the depiction of the 
Olympic rings and a commemorative inscription reading “1908 / THE 
GREAT STADIUM/ SHEPHERD’S BUSH” with a league table of all 
medal winning countries below on the outside of the building that records 
the hosting of the 1908 Olympics at that site. Britain headed the table 
with 56 gold, 51 silver and 38 bronze medals.  
    Much of the book is, as would be expected, non-philatelic, but it is still 
of great general interest. Ten postal markings are illustrated and there are 
also nine souvenir labels depicted in colour, with supporting text. 
    Enquiries: The book is priced at a very reasonable £5.50 plus £1 
postage from Don R Knight, Print Mania, 28 East Barnet Road, Barnet 
EN4 8RQ.  
    Visit the website of the Exhibition Study Group at 
www.studygroup.org.uk if membership of this active group of around 100 
members is of interest. 
 
 
Philatelic Microscope Stanley Gibbons has been marketing a Zoom 
Digital Microscope for the past few months at £79.95 and interest in this 
product has apparently been very high.  
    Gibbons’ advertising describes the product as: “a powerful digital 
microscope that displays the magnified image right on to your computer 
screen allowing you to see intricate details of ordinary objects you never 

http://www.studygroup.co.uk/


knew existed!” and, for general use, it does what it says on the attractive 
presentation box. 
    Features include an integrated digital camera to capture still and video* 
images, a 26x – 130x digital zoom, 5x optical zoom, a built-in illuminator 
for clear and bright magnified images, an image resolution of 640 x 489 
pixels (VGA), battery-free operation as it connects to a PC via USB and 
is compatible with Windows 98 through to Vista operating systems. 
Supplied accessories include a specimen base, three blank slides, one 
prepared slide, tweezers, eyedropper, USB cable and CD-ROM software. 
    I was recently given the opportunity of testing this unit and found that 
installation of the software and the hardware was simple and it was 
possible to be up-and-running in a couple of minutes without even 
needing to consult the 64 page printed manual.  
(* The video capture facility was not tested, as I could not think of a 
philatelic use for this feature.) 
    Examining a single stamp was easy so long as it was smaller than the 
area within the base of the unit, which almost all stamps would be. If 
examining a block of stamps or a stamp on cover, then the base needs to 
be physically touching the actual item, which is generally OK. However, 
care needs to be exercised when moving the microscope into the required 
position as it could catch on the edge of a stamp and possibly cause 
irreparable damage.  
    The four white LED lighting system worked well, illuminating the item 
under examination evenly with a luminosity of three Lux. Focusing and 
zooming was achieved by rotating two separate rings on the unit and 
capturing an image was simply a couple of clicks away.  
    The general collector who requires an ability to achieve close-up 
examination of their stamps, perhaps for illustrating flaws or retouches on 
an album page, should find this product quite acceptable for their use. 
However, if producing extreme close-up imagery for a printed 
publication, then I believe that there are better alternatives. 
    Many collectors may already possess one, or both, of two other 
methods of examining stamps on screen without needing the microscope, 
so I hand-held my digital camera (a Fujifilm Finepix F50fd 12 megapixel 
with anti-shake and set to macro-focus), and utilised my scanner (a 
Hewlett Packard hp psc2210 all-in-one, used at 1200dpi) to try and 
replicate the microscope imagery and produced an average close-up. 
    I will leave it to the reader to compare the quality achieved, but I 
favoured the scanner for its overall sharpness. (Incidentally, the image is 
of the top left quartile of the recess printed Penny Black reproduced for 
the Palmares Banquet Menu of the Stamp World London 1990 philatelic 
exhibition.) 
 



         
                 Microscope                                   Camera                                               Scanner 

Average close-ups 
 
    It was also possible to zoom-in even closer than the above image with 
the microscope, but I found the results of Queen Victoria’s eye area to be 
less than pin-sharp, despite repeated attempts at manually refocussing. 
However, the camera and scanner images were totally unacceptable. 
 

 

 
Microscope 

Extreme close-up 
 

    I suspect that in time technology will enable this product to be 
enhanced even further, perhaps by the introduction of electronic auto-
focussing, and I look forward to the day when a version is released that 
will fully meet my publishing needs. That said I believe that the current 
version of the microscope is a useful addition to the arsenal of tools 
available to the average collector, especially as it also has many other 
applications beyond mere philately. 
    Enquiries: Stanley Gibbons Publications, 7 Parkside, Christchurch 
Road, Ringwood BH24 3SH, email info@stanleygibbons.co.uk or visit 
www.stanleygibbons.com  
 
 
Fascinated by Forgeries Seminar Philatelic forgeries are often more 
valuable than some of their genuine counterparts, judging by auction 

mailto:info@stanleygibbons.co.uk
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results. The National Philatelic Society which holds its own forgery 
collection, is devoting a seminar to the subject when John Shaw FRPSL 
will describe some of the modern ways in which forgeries can be detected 
and discuss material produced by some renowned forgers before opening 
the meeting to further discussion.  
     John is a notable philatelist in the many specialist societies to which 
he belongs, at societies in his neighbourhood, and as member of the 
notable expertising committee at the Royal Philatelic Society London. 
This is an opportunity to learn more about forgeries and some of the 
philatelic items of which you should be wary. 
    The venue is the Phoenix Centre, Phoenix Place, London WC1X 0DL 
on Thursday 28 August 2008, commencing at 2pm. This event has been 
organised through the British Postal Museum & Archive in the adjoining 
Phoenix Centre, where Royal Mail are kindly providing a meeting room. 
The National Philatelic Society Library will be open to all attendees from 
11am and until 6.30 pm on the day of the seminar. 
    There will be a charge of £5 (£3 for members of the National Philatelic 
Society). Places are limited and the deadline for applications is Saturday 
23 August 2008. 
    Enquiries: For further details and a booking form, please send a 
stamped addressed envelope to Christopher Oliver, National Philatelic 
Society, c/o The British Postal Museum & Archive, Freeling House, 
Phoenix Place, London WC1X 0DL or visit www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps  
where a booking form is also available. 
 
(3039 words) 
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STAMP SCENE 
September 2008 

Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 
 
 
Stamp Events Listing 
2008 
10 September, 8 October, 12 November, 10 December, Strand Stamp Fair, Royal  
   National Hotel, London 
12-14 September PRAGA 2008, Prague, Czech Republic www.praga2008.cz  
17-20 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
18-21 September WIPA 2008, Vienna, Austria www.wipa08.com  
24-26 October  Sindelfingen Int’l Stamp Fair, Sindelfingen, Germany. 
30 Oct. – 1 Nov. Philatex, London. 110 dealers expected. 
7-9 November  Tarapex 2008, TSB Stadium, New Plymouth, New Zealand. 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions,  
   PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
 
2009 
25-28 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
6-10 May  IBRA / Essen 2009, Essen, Germany 
30 July-4 August Korea 2009, Seoul, Korea 
Late August  Hong Kong 2009, Hong Kong SAR 
16-19 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
October  China 2009, Beijing, China 
21-25 October  Italia 2009, Rome, Italy www.italia2009.it    
December  Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
 
2010 
24-27 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
5-6 May  Philatex Extra, London 
London 2010 Festival of Stamps, London, UK. www.london2010.org.uk  A 
traditional international stamp exhibition, with several other major events and 
linked exhibitions often lasting several months being held in and around London. 
7 May-25 July Empire Mail, George V and the GPO, Guildhall Art  
   Gallery. 
8-15 May   International Stamp Exhibition, Business Design Centre. 
Dates TBA  Exhibition (Details TBA). Wimbledon Lawn Tennis  
   Museum. 
Dates TBA  Exhibition (Details TBA). The British Museum. 
Dates TBA  Exhibition (Details TBA). Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew. 
15-18 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk  
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
Oct/ Nov  South Africa 2010, South Africa (provisional entry)    
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Exhibition Study Group The 2008 Annual Convention of this group that is devoted 
to the study and conservation of all matters relating to exhibitions, will be held over 
the weekend of 27-28 September at the Ramada Jarvis Hotel, Hatfield. The Franco-
British Exhibition and the 1908 Olympic Games will be the main themes, comprising 
postcards, philately and associated items. All are welcome to attend. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.studygroup.org.uk, write to Don Knight, 2 Crescent Road, 
New Barnet EN4 9RF or telephone him on 0208 440 3574 for further information. 
 
 
The Stuart Rossiter Memorial Lecture The 2008 lecture will be given by Patrick 
Maselis at 5pm on 31 October 2008 at The Royal Philatelic Society London. His 
subject will be From the Azores to New Zealand relating to the (postal) history of all 
14 Belgian Colonies: Pre-philately. 
    The lecture explains the motivation, concept, financial plan and implementation of 
the task to describe in one volume the history and postal history of the pre-philatelic 
period for the 14 Belgian Colonies. 
    Enquiries: Entry to the lecture is free but by ticket only. Refreshments will be 
provided. Tickets are limited and if you would like to attend, please apply to The 
Stuart Rossiter Trust, c/o David Beech, The British Library, Philatelic Collections, 96, 
Euston Road, London, NW1 2DB enclosing a stamped self-addressed envelope. 
    The Trust is actively seeking new works for publication, so visit 
www.rossitertrust.com for information on how to apply. 
 
 
Planete Timbres This bi-annual French show was held in Paris for nine days in June 
and followed its now usual format. It covered the serious side of philately (stamp 
dealers, post offices, lectures, printing demonstrations and competitive exhibiting), 
coupled with lots of fun and entertainment largely directed at children (painting, 
magicians, jugglers, competitions, talks – all very “hands-on” and interactive). 
Children? Yes, hundreds and hundreds of them! I visited on the Tuesday and if you 
removed all of these youngsters and their carers, the large hall would have been 
almost empty most of the day.  
    It is clear that the French Post Office (La Poste) takes the nurturing of potential 
young collectors very seriously and it must have spent a great deal of money and staff 
time achieving this aim. One French collector that I spoke to told me that they ship 
them in by the coach-load so that the organisers can boast at the end of the show 
about the number of visitors that they had! Perhaps this comment is a little harsh, for 
at least the children are getting an exposure to stamps, and I am sure that the law of 
averages means that some will continue to collect when the initial excitement of their 
day-out wears off. Despite the best efforts of a dedicated few in Britain, I can never 
recall a time when we had so many children attending a stamp show, and I have been 
going to them for forty years. We have much to learn from our French neighbours. 
 
 
A1 Pacific Stamp Sheet The last of the renowned Peppercorn class A1 steam 
locomotives was scrapped in 1966. 60163 Tornado, a brand new A1, is being brought 
to life in Darlington. It is the first new steam train for nearly 50 years. Fitted with 
additional water capacity and the latest railway safety electronics, Tornado is a steam 
train fully equipped for today’s main line railway. In early August she will move first 
to the Great Central Railway then to the National Railway Museum in York. In the 
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autumn, she should hopefully be seen on the main lines running steam specials. 
    Buckingham Covers commissioned famous railway artist, John Wigston GRA, to 
produce artwork for both a Business Customised Sheet and limited edition 
commemorative covers that will be carried on board.  
    The stamp sheet is designed by Cath Buckingham and will appeal to both stamp 
and rail collectors. It is available from Buckingham Covers at £24.95 plus a one-off 
£1.65 postage charge. All credit cards accepted. 
    Enquiries: You can order securely online at www.buckinghamcovers.com, by 
phone on 01303 278 137 or by writing to Buckingham Covers, Warren House, 
Shearway Road, Folkestone CT19 4BF. 
 
 
BL The British Library Philatelic Collections are the National Philatelic Collections 
of the United Kingdom. The Collections were established in 1891 with the bequest of 
the Tapling Collection, and now about fifty important collections or Archives are 
held, all of which have been acquired by donation, bequest, or transfer from 
Government departments. 
    The total holdings consist of over eight million items, representing almost all 
countries and periods, and include: 

• postage stamps  
• revenue stamps  
• metal dies and plates  
• essays and artwork  
• die proofs, plate proofs, and colour trials  
• specimens  
• postal history (some pre-adhesive mail and later materials including entires, 

envelopes, and other covers)  
• airmails  
• booklets  
• railway letter stamps  
• postal stationery  
• telegraph stamps  
• meter stamps  
• local and private posts  

    All of the collections are available to researchers by appointment. It would be 
helpful to the curatorial staff and the researcher if an outline of the work being 
undertaken is given, so that the full range of material can be made available. While it 
is advisable to give as much notice as possible when making an appointment, 
arrangements can sometimes be made at short notice by telephone. The Researcher's 
Room is available from 10.00 to 16.00 and appointments can be made for Monday to 
Friday (except public holidays). Researchers must hold a current British Library 
Reader Pass. 
    Enquiries: The British Library Philatelic Collections, 96 Euston Road, London 
NW1 2DB. Telephone: +44 (0)20 7412 7635, Fax: +44 (0)20 7412 7780, or email 
philatelic@bl.uk 
 
 
Stamp Lover celebrates 100 years of enthusiasm “The keynote of the Stamp Lover 
will be enthusiasm”, wrote Fred Melville founder of the Junior Philatelic Society in 
the very first edition of the journal in June 1908. 

http://www.buckinghamcovers.com/
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    A century later, the Junior’s successor, the National Philatelic Society, recently 
celebrated the centenary of Stamp Lover with a bumper edition. The 100-pages issue 
features a redesign, with full-colour illustrations and articles which reflect the 
diversity of philatelic interests and which also review the development of philately 
during the past century. 
    The issue is prefaced with an extract from the very first issue, including the 
editorial where Fred Melville expresses his views about enthusiasm for stamps, stamp 
collecting and the Junior Philatelic Society. That enthusiasm has been reflected ever 
since in the pages of subsequent issues of Stamp Lover. 
    Articles by expert contributors not only mark the Centenary but also inform and 
educate on philatelic issues today. Subjects include research, social philately, 
aerophilately, Machins, thematics, postal stationery and computers in philately. There 
is also a look back to 1908 and the issues current then, as well as a philatelic history 
of the 1908 Franco-British Exhibition. 
    Accordingly, the British Philatelic Trust has provided financial support to enable 
local philatelic societies in the UK to receive copies. This will allow their members to 
benefit from the research provided by the contributors. 
    Copies of this excellently produced Centenary issue may also be obtained by 
Bulletin readers from the Honorary Secretary at National Philatelic Society, c/o The 
British Postal Museum & Archive, Freeling House, Phoenix Place, London WC1X 
0DL, for a very reasonable £3 each to cover postage and packing costs. Cheques 
should be payable to National Philatelic Society. 
    Stamp Lover appears six times a year and is free to members of the National 
Philatelic Society. The Society holds its monthly meetings in London and 
occasionally elsewhere in the UK. All meetings, except the AGM, are open to all. If 
you are interested in attending or would like to know more about these, the regular 
issues of Stamp Lover or the Society’s renowned Philatelic library, please contact the 
Honorary Secretary, Peter Mellor, at the above address or visit 
www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps . 
 
 
Italia 2009 A philatelic Festival is to be held in Rome at the Palazzo dei Congressi in 
the EUR quarter, from 21 to 25 October 2009. It is being organised by Poste Italiane 
together with FSFI, the Federation of the Italian Philatelic Societies and AFIP, the 
Association of Italian Philatelic Traders. 
    Italia 2009 will include a competitive exhibition open to collectors from European 
and Mediterranean countries, as well as from Canada, United States of America, 
Argentina, South Africa and Australia, namely countries particularly close to Italy due 
to the large communities of Italian immigrants and their descendants. 
    The exhibition is structured in the following classes: aerophilately, thematic 
philately, traditional philately, maximaphily, postal history, and philatelic literature. It 
is under the patronage of FEPA (Federation of European Philatelic Associations), 
with the recognition of FIP (International Federation of Philately). Furthermore “Italia 
2009” will host a large trade fair, attended by qualified philatelic dealers from all over 
the world and by many postal administrations. The programme for “Italia 2009” will 
also be enriched by a number of cultural and promotional activities. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.italia2009.it until such times as further points of contact 
become available over the coming months. Potential exhibitors should note that the 
British national commissioner for this show does not yet appear to have been 
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appointed at the time of writing this piece. The overall commissioner can be contacted 
at commissioner@italia2009.it or for general information email info@italia2009.it  
 
 
Autumn Salon, Paris The 62nd Autumn Salon of Philately will be held at the Paris 
Expo Espace Champerret between 10am and 6pm, 6-9 November 2008. There will be 
70 dealers present, plus 10 European post offices, with Israel being the guest country 
There will be new issues from phil@poste (the French PO), demonstrations and much 
more besides. This show is the French equivalent of London’s Stampex and is 
organised by CNEP, the Philatelic Traders Society (PTS) equivalent. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.cnep.fr or write to CNEP, 4 rue Drouot, 75009 Paris, France. 
 
 
Dambusters Sheet   A new Business Customised Sheet has recently been issued by 
Adrian Bradbury and features paintings by aviation artist, Mark Postlethwaite. It 
marks the 65th anniversary of 617 Squadron - The Dambusters and each sheet border 
depicts various members of this elite squadron; while the ten labels feature the 
Dambusters at War. 
    Each sheet costs £30, inclusive of postage to anywhere in the world, and is in a 
limited edition of 1500 numbered copies. Cheques should be payable to A G 
Bradbury and sent to 3 Link Road, Stoneygate, Leicester LE2 3RA, or visit 
www.bfdc.co.uk and go to the Dambusters link from where online ordering is 
possible. 
 
 
What Town? If you have a partial postmark on a loose Victorian British stamp go to 
http://philately.ttrr.org/gb/towns/victowns.html (note lack of www), where you can 
enter what you have (including spaces, apostrophes, commas, periods and plus 
symbols) and the database will return its results. I entered MFOR and it came-up with 
Romford, Cromford, Stamford and Stamford Bridge. 
    The database currently has 5,165 known postmarks and more are added whenever 
users submit scans. A useful free resource provided by John A McCulloch. 
 
 
(2130 words) 
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STAMP SCENE 
October 2008 

Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 
 
 
Stamp Events Listing 
2008 
8 October, 12 November, 10 December 
   Strand Stamp Fair, Royal National Hotel, London 
24-26 October  Sindelfingen Int’l Stamp Fair, Sindelfingen, Germany. 
30 Oct. – 1 Nov. Philatex, London. 110 dealers expected. 
7-9 November  Tarapex 2008, TSB Stadium, New Plymouth, New Zealand. 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions,  
   PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
 
2009 
25-28 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
6-10 May  IBRA / Essen 2009, Essen, Germany 
30 July-4 August Korea 2009, Seoul, Korea 
Late August  Hong Kong 2009, Hong Kong SAR 
16-19 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
October  China 2009, Beijing, China 
21-25 October  Italia 2009, Rome, Italy www.italia2009.it    
December  Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
 
2010 
24-27 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
5-6 May  Philatex Extra, London 
London 2010 Festival of Stamps, London, UK. www.london2010.org.uk  A 
traditional international stamp exhibition, with several other major events and 
linked exhibitions often lasting several months being held in and around London. 
7 May-25 July Empire Mail, George V and the GPO, Guildhall Art  
   Gallery. 
8-15 May   International Stamp Exhibition, Business Design Centre. 
Dates TBA  Exhibition (Details TBA). Wimbledon Lawn Tennis  
   Museum. 
Dates TBA  Exhibition (Details TBA). The British Museum. 
Dates TBA  Exhibition (Details TBA). Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew. 
15-18 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk  
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
Oct/ Nov  South Africa 2010, South Africa (provisional entry)    
 
 
NY 2016 This world stamp show will celebrate the 100th anniversary of America’s 
first international stamp exhibition held in 1913, also in New York City, and held 
every ten years or so ever since. 
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    Enquiries: write to World Stamp Show New York 2016, 22 East 35th Street, New 
York, NY 10016 USA, visit http://www.ny2016.org, or email info@ny2016.org 
 
 
Stampa 2008 The Thirty-Seventh Irish National Stamp Exhibition 
will be held later this month between Friday 10 and Sunday 12 October in the 
Serpentine Hall of The Royal Dublin Society (RDS) premises located at Ballsbridge, 
Dublin 4, Ireland. This is a friendly and enjoyable show that is small, but well-worth 
attending especially if Irish philately is your specialism. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.stampa.ie for further information. 
 
 
Boots-Type Labels Two further privately overprinted sheets have recently appeared 
from Rushstamps. The first is on a Boots branded label and commemorates the 
Golden Anniversary of Rushstamps, which has been appropriately applied in gold; 
while an unbranded sheet has been overprinted to publicise the forthcoming London 
2010 – Festival of Stamps event in red ink. Both are described as being limited 
editions, but available volumes have not been revealed. Each retailed at £3. 
    The Melbourne World Stamp Expo overprinted Boots branded sheet exists with the 
green shifted to the left, which leaves the koala bear logo obliterating the stamp. It 
sold for £15 in Rushstamp’s recent Cinderella listing. 
 
 
Downstream Access I have received a response to the Downstream Access feature in 
July’s Stamp Scene from John Enfield, treasurer to the British Postmark Society. John 
has kindly taken the trouble to clarify some confusion in what I recorded from the 
Hellmail website and I am happy to set the record straight.  
    He writes: “I was interested to read in the July 2008 Bulletin your article about UK 
Licensed Postal Operators and downstream access to the Royal Mail delivery 
network. However, I believe there has been some confusion between the licensing by 
the Postal Services Commission (PostComm) of postal operators and the issue by 
Royal Mail of downstream access licences. The operators listed in the article and on 
the Hellmail website are those licensed by PostComm to provide postal services of 
various kinds; PostComm has allocated each such operator a “Code Identifier” (in the 
format CL101), which must be shown on mail items not delivered through the Royal 
Mail Delivery.   
    Not all PostComm-licensed operators have downstream access agreements with 
Royal Mail; conversely, some companies which are not licensed by PostComm do 
hold such agreements, granted by RM under Condition 9 of their PostComm licence.  
An example is the user of the C9 10018 indicium shown at top right of your 
illustration – Brightsource (formerly Target Direct Print), a direct marketing 
company. Other downstream access licences are held by financial institutions, which 
can then choose one or more carriers to distribute their mailings to Royal Mail sites – 
C9 10015, also shown in your article, is held by HBOS plc (Halifax/Bank of 
Scotland).  The appearance of new licence numbers and logos is being recorded by 
the British Postmark Society in its quarterly journal, details of which can be found on 
the BPS website, www.britishpostmarksociety.org.uk.” 
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The British Postmark Society is celebrating its Golden Anniversary this year and 
anyone with an interest in this subject should be a member. The BPS exists to 
promote and to co-ordinate the study and collection of British postal markings, 
particularly of the 20th century and subsequently, and the means and mechanisms by 
which they are applied, and to publish and disseminate the results of their studies. 
Members' interests include hand and machine datestamps, slogan and special event 
postmarks, explanatory and instructional labels and markings, Post Office postage 
labels, Royal Mail SmartStamps and Online Postage indicia, and printed postage 
impressions of Royal Mail and other licensed postal operators. 
    The Society currently has some 240 members, the majority in the UK. They operate 
three circulating packets, hold two postal sales or auctions per year, and publish the 
quarterly BPS Journal containing articles about British postal markings, both current 
and past. Publications are available on loan from the BPS library, and the society 
publishes books of reference on various topics connected with postal markings. The 
next meeting of the Society will be held at Philatex in London on 1 November 2008 
and Bulletin readers are invited to attend. 
    Enquiries about membership should be sent to the Secretary, John Strachan, 12 
Dunavon Park, Strathaven ML10 6LP, or email him at 
johlen@stracml10.freeserve.co.uk  
 
 
Stamp Preview Supplements The kindness of our readers continues, as I have been 
made aware of, and supplied with, two further unnumbered  
Supplements: 
- 7 October 1997. Golden Wedding issue (the third for this issue). 
- March 1998. The Definitive Portrait Prestige Stamp Book (Wildings).  
    I was reminded by one reader of the predecessor to this current publication. It was 
called In-Phil and ran from number 1 (June 1986 – Medieval Life) through to number 
140 (August 1996 – Women of Achievement). Like its successor, it too issued 
unnumbered supplements (called Stop Press) and at least two are known: 
- September 1986. Parcel Post. 
- September 1987. High Value Definitives. 
    Note that issue 59 (November 1990) was issued twice. The first contained incorrect 
information so was reprinted and corrected on green and yellow paper – I am unsure 
as to the incorrect version. Issue 96 (July 1993) exists on yellow or peach coloured 
paper with different issue codings, one of which was presumably incorrect. 
    Reports of further In-Phil or Stamp Preview Supplements will be listed in a later 
Stamp Scene if details are supplied. 
 
 
Post-Expo 2008 As this issue lands on the mat, this postal technology show is 
underway at the ExCeL exhibition centre in London’s Docklands from 30 September 
- 2 October and a report will appear in a future issue of the Bulletin. The Royal Mail 
acted as host sponsor of this important industry event that saw the biggest number of 
exhibitors ever. 
 
 
Australian Printers A detailed tender process for the printing of Australian stamps, 
which began in 2007, was recently completed. As a result, Australia Post has 
appointed two new printers. 
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    Energi Print and McKellar Renown Press join Pemara as approved stamp printers 
for Australian and Australian territories stamps. 
 
 
Animals on stamps is the most popular thematic collecting interest according to Ray 
E Cartier of the American Topical Association (ATA).  
   Although a formal survey of topical collector’s interests was not performed this 
year, members of the ATA replied with information to be placed in their 2008 
membership directory. The top category this year was animals on stamps which 
included that category by name along with several animal-specific categories. Most 
collected single type of animal was cats, which had exactly the same number of 
entries that it had in the last survey conducted in 2003. In that survey animals came in 
second to plants on stamps. 5,113 entries were tabulated to ascertain the top 20 most 
popular topics. 
 
Position  2008     2003 
1  Animals   Second place 
2  Famous Men   (Not combined in last survey) 
3=  Sports     Second place 
3=  Medical Subjects/Nursing Fifth place 
5  Flowers/Plants/Products First place 
6  Religion/Religious  Eighth place 
7  Birds    Fourth place 
8=  Railroads/Railways   Seventh place 
8=  Americana   Eleventh place 
10  Ships on Stamps  Third place 
11  Fairytales/Folktales/ 
  Disney/Mythology    Didn’t make the top 20 
12  Fish/Marine Life  Ninth place 
13  Space/Space Covers  Sixth place 
14  Insects/Including Butterflies  
  and Moths   Seventeenth place 
15  Earth’s Physical Features Didn’t make the top 20 
16  Music/Musicians/Composers Thirteenth place 
17  Art/Artists (Fine Arts)  Nineteenth place 
18  Literature, Journalists,  
  Authors, Poets   Didn’t make the top 20 
19  Militaria/ Wars  Didn’t make the top 20 
20  Aviation/Flight Related Eighteenth place 
(= Joint place) 
 
Falling off the top twenty this year were Architecture (20th); Performing Arts; (19th), 
Cats (15th); Science (12th) and Scouts (10th). 
    The ATA offers handbooks on several of the above topics in addition to over 520 
checklists on various topics. They also furnish copies of all articles which have 
appeared in over 59 years of publication of their journal Topical Time. These articles 
are now sorted by topic so that requests for everything in print about these topics can 
be furnished at one time. Although the handbooks and articles are available to the 
general public, the checklists are a member-only benefit of the ATA. 



    Enquiries: For more information about collecting topical stamps or obtaining any of 
the above, contact the ATA at americantopical@msn.com or write to ATA, PO Box 
57, Arlington, TX, 76004-0057, USA. 
 
 
Publications Received Topical Time is the journal of the American Topical 
Association and its July/August issue contains its usual mix of interesting articles on 
various themes and news of special interest to members. If underwater archeology, 
Edgar Allan Poe, spurious topicals, Malaria or the Maharajah of Jaipur interests you, 
then be sure to obtain this issue. Contact details of the ATA are included above. 
    The CSC Newsletter is published by the Concorde Study Circle and always 
contains fascinating information about available items relating to this iconic aircraft. 
The circle is celebrating its 30th anniversary this year and there seems to be no let-up 
in the enthusiasm of its members and worldwide postal administrations, who continue 
promoting all things Concorde. Enquiries: CSC, c/o Brian L Asquith, “Alandale”, 
Radcliffe Gardens, Carshalton Beeches SM5 4PQ, or email Brian at 
brianasquith@talktalk.net  
 
 
Business Customised Stamp Sheets There seems to be no lessening of interest in 
BCS sheets and regular issues continue to be sold, primarily by stamp dealers. To 
keep up-to-date with what has been issued visit www.smilers-info.com where an 
excellent site records each new issue, and much more besides, of all Smilers-type 
products including those from the Isle of Man Post Office.  
    At the time of writing (Early August), 2008 has seen issued/announced six Generic, 
37 BCS, 2 Commemorative, four Customised, 41 Themed and 11 Isle of Man sheets.  
    Rushstamps has issued a BCS product that commemorates the 120th anniversary of 
the New Forest Golf Club. The sheet is in an individually numbered and limited 
edition of 500 copies costing £29.95. Enquiries: Rushstamps (Retail) Ltd., P O Box 
One, Lyndhurst SO43 7PP, email enquiries@rushstamps.co.uk or visit 
www.rushstamps.co.uk 
    The 50th anniversary of Country Definitives has been marked by a BCS sheet from 
Adrian Bradbury. The border shows every pre-decimal regional stamp issued between 
1958 through to 1968 with castles and regional emblems depicted on the ten labels. 
The sheet is in an individually numbered and limited edition of 1500 copies costing 
£30. Enquiries: Cheques payable to A G Bradbury, 3 Link Road, Stoneygate, 
Leicester LE2 3RA, or order online at www.bfdc.co.uk quoting 27476 in the quick 
search box.     
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STAMP SCENE 
November 2008 

Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 
 

 
Stamp Events Listing 
2008 
12 November, 10 December 
   Strand Stamp Fair, Royal National Hotel, London 
7-9 November  Tarapex 2008, TSB Stadium, New Plymouth, New Zealand. 
29-30 November  Thematica II, Carisbrooke Hall, London. Thematic Exhibitions,  
   PO Box 8843, London N3 1HL. 
 
2009 
25-28 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
6-10 May  IBRA / Essen 2009, Essen, Germany 
30 July-4 August Korea 2009, Seoul, Korea 
Late August  Hong Kong 2009, Hong Kong SAR 
16-19 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
October  China 2009, Beijing, China 
21-25 October  Italia 2009, Rome, Italy www.italia2009.it    
December  Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
 
2010 
24-27 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
5-6 May  Philatex Extra, London 
London 2010 Festival of Stamps, London, UK. www.london2010.org.uk  A 
traditional international stamp exhibition, with several other major events and 
linked exhibitions often lasting several months being held in and around London. 
7 May-25 July Empire Mail, George V and the GPO, Guildhall Art  
   Gallery. 
8-15 May   International Stamp Exhibition, Business Design Centre. 
Dates TBA  Exhibition (Details TBA). Wimbledon Lawn Tennis  
   Museum. 
Dates TBA  Exhibition (Details TBA). The British Museum. 
Dates TBA  Exhibition (Details TBA). Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew. 
15-18 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk  
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
Oct/ Nov  South Africa 2010, South Africa (provisional entry)    
 
 
Digital Stamps In my booklet for Royal Mail about British stamp printers, I stated: “It 
will surely not be too long before digital printing has a greater impact on the world of 
stamp production following Australia’s fast-track printing of the Sydney 2000 
Olympics sheets. This process also rather scarily presents an opportunity to make each 
stamp printed quite literally unique, perhaps individually numbered, tariff coded or 
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bearing hidden security features. Digital printing has been used by Britain on Smilers 
photo labels, but not on actual stamps as yet.” 
    For what I believe is the first time outside of an Australian printed issue, a European 
postal administration has this May produced a totally digitally printed set of stamps on 
a postal-related theme. Bosnia and Herzegovina (Serb Post) had a company called 
Grafo Papir, based in Banja Luka, print 10,000 die-cut stamps of each of the four 
0,70KM values in self-adhesive sheets of 20. 
 

   
 

   
 
The attractive and well printed stamps feature a modern yellow post van, a modern 
yellow wall letter box, a handstamp device and a postal trumpet (actually a posthorn 
with a squeezable rubber bulb on the end instead of a mouth-piece). They are termed 
“Personalized Postal Stamps”, but there is no indication that they are currently 
offering a Smilers-type service on their website. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.filatelija.rs.ba, change language to English by clicking on the 
Union Flag at top right, then choose “Year 2008” from the left hand menu and the 
“Personalized Postal Stamp” issue for illustrations and further details. 
 
 
Thematica Shows Cancelled The news that Thematica stamp shows have reached the 
end of the line has been met with sadness by most philatelists who collect by theme. 
The rising costs associated with a central London venue means that the event is no 
longer viable. We will therefore not see the usual Thematica 2 being held this month, 
so be sure to remove it from your diary. 
    The September issue of Themescene, the journal of the British Thematic 
Association, gives a glimmer of hope that the show might be resurrected at some point 
when the editor notes that supportive dealers, in consultation with the Friends of 
Thematica and the British Thematic Association, are “inspecting possible premises 
with a view to mounting an annual event on the last weekend in June.”  
    Let’s hope that there is a positive outcome and that a rescue plan can be put in 
place.  
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Publications Received The previously mentioned Themescene, continues to be a 
valuable publication for those who collect by this discipline. The September issue has 
its regular columns, plus special features that include Whales, USA postage currency, 
Andorra’s postal history and secrets of a saucy seaside postcard. 
    It is more important than ever that as many thematic collectors as possible join the 
British Thematic Association and at just £1 per month for UK adult subscriptions it is 
hardly expensive. Junior membership for collectors under 18-years-old is even cheaper 
at just £5 a year. An ideal Christmas present that keeps on giving! 
    Enquiries: Membership details for the BTA can be obtained by visiting www.brit-
thematic-assoc.com, by emailing its membership secretary Peter Denly at 
peter.denly@btinternet.com, or by writing to him at 9 Oaklands Park, Bishop’s 
Stortford CM23 2BY. 
 
    The GB Journal and The GBPS Newsletter for September/October 2008 have 
recently appeared. As is usual, they contain much of interest to collectors of all eras of 
British philately and are published by the Great Britain Philatelic Society.  
    Articles include a new Prince Consort Essay discovery, inland late fees of the 
1840s, returned letter wrappers, reports on society events, pages from a competition 
entry and much more besides. 
    Enquiries: visit www.gbps.org.uk, write to the GBPS Membership Secretary, Peter 
Tanner, Highstandings, 13 St Hubert's Close, Gerrards Cross SL9 7EN, or email 
peter@ltanner.freeserve.co.uk. Membership costs £25 per year for UK subscribers.  
 
 
Post Expo 2008 Print deadlines for the Bulletin mean that the report on this postal 
industry show will now appear in the December issue.  
 
 
Rush Express 61 Rushstamps has issued its latest pricelist of material, comprising 
112 pages with many price changes over earlier editions. It features Great Britain, 
Channel Islands and Isle of Man covering almost every aspect of collecting British 
stamps. They quote prices for individual stamps and sets in all grades and conditions, 
First Day Covers, Presentation Packs, booklets, plus strike mail, locals, Cinderella 
items, etc.  
    Enquiries: Copies can be downloaded instantly from www.rushstamps.co.uk, 
together with Rush Telegraph 42 which is published between three and four times a 
year and includes Great Britain and worldwide special offers and recent additions to 
their stock, and these are sent out regularly to subscribers. Copies are also available by 
emailing enquiries@rushstamps.co.uk, by writing to Rushstamps (Retail) Ltd., PO 
Box One, Lyndhurst SO43 7PP, or by telephoning 023 8028 2044.  
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STAMP SCENE 
December 2008 

Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 
 
Stamp Events Listing 
2008 
10 December  Strand Stamp Fair, Royal National Hotel, London 
 
2009 
25-28 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
6-10 May  IBRA / Essen 2009, Essen, Germany 
27-31 May  Bulgaria 2009, Bulgaria. 
30 July-4 August Korea 2009, Seoul, Korea 
Late August  Hong Kong 2009, Hong Kong SAR 
16-19 September  Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
October  China 2009, Beijing, China 
21-25 October  Italia 2009, Rome, Italy www.italia2009.it  
December  Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
 
2010 
24-27 February Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
5-6 May  Philatex Extra, London 
15-18 September Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk  
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
Oct/ Nov  South Africa 2010, South Africa (provisional entry)    
 
 
London 2010 Festival of Stamps Further information about this series of events has 
recently been released. There will be several linked exhibitions often lasting several 
months being held throughout the UK in addition to the stamp show at the Business 
Design Centre, Islington being held from 8-15 May. 
    Events already announced are: 
May – November Exhibition at the British Museum Money Gallery, London. 
7 May-25 July  Empire Mail, George V and the GPO, Guildhall Art  
   Gallery, London. 
Dates TBA  Exhibition (Details TBA). Bletchley Park, the National  
   Codes Centre, Milton Keynes. 
Dates TBA  Exhibition (Details TBA). The British Library Philatelic  
   Collections, London. 
Dates TBA  Exhibition (Details TBA). BPMA Search Room, London. 
Dates TBA  Exhibition (Details TBA). Marylebone Cricket Club  
   Museum, Lord’s Cricket Ground, London.  
Dates TBA  Display (Details TBA). Museum of World Rugby,  
   Twickenham Stadium, Middlesex. 
Dates TBA  Display (Details TBA). Wimbledon Lawn Tennis  
   Museum, Wimbledon. 
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    Up to 19 other events are also going to be held at regional stamp shows nationwide, 
hosted by the regional federations of the Association of British Philatelic Societies 
(ABPS) on various dates. Tours, talks and activities at the BPMA Archive, London 
and their Museum Store at Debden in Essex will also be held throughout 2010. 
    Enquiries: www.london2010.org.uk 
 
 
National Competitions Return to Stampex The Association of British Philatelic 
Societies (ABPS) has reached agreement with The Philatelic Traders Society (PTS) 
for the national stamp competitions to return to Stampex in autumn 2009. All classes 
of the competitions will be back at Autumn Stampex (16-19 September 2009) at the 
usual venue of The Business Design Centre, Islington, London. The national 
competitions will also include an Inter-Federation Cup Competition where the top 
local collections from around the country will be on display, hoping to bring back the 
top award for their region. 
    Commenting on the decision to go back to Stampex, Phil Kenton, Chairman of 
ABPS, said: “I am delighted that we have reached agreement with PTS to return to 
Autumn Stampex in 2009. It is the premier stamp exhibition in the UK and will 
provide a great opportunity for collectors to see some of the best collections of stamps 
and postal history in this country. We will then review the ongoing situation with the 
PTS.” 
    Brian Trotter, Chairman of the ABPS Exhibitions Committee added: “The 2009 
ABPS National Exhibition and Inter-Federation Cup Competition will be an important 
event in the run up to the 2010 International Exhibition which is also being held at the 
Business Design Centre. The UK remains one of the leading countries in the world for 
exhibiting the very best collections. I am expecting a great Show.” 
 
 
Perforated Hearts Retired cardiologist, Benedict A. Termini, has taken his thematic 
collection and written a book that covers the subject of hearts. In addition to the 
checklists of stamps and postal stationery picturing hearts he set two goals. First, he 
wanted to encourage stamp collectors to explore the world of heart stamps. Secondly, 
he wanted to make sure that the information, which he had gathered over many years, 
was available to stamp collectors. Additionally, his book serves as an aid to the novice 
collector as he relates how he organizes his thematic collections and where and how 
he locates sources who supply him with both information and philatelic items.  
    His opening chapter is “Mending Broken Hearts – Cardiology on Stamps”. In 
layman’s terms he discusses and identifies stamps showing the human heart and how 
it works. This is followed by all other aspects of this fascinating subject that was 
made so popular in the UK by Steve Boorn’s major award-winning exhibit on this 
theme. Steve has shown his 128-page exhibit at many exhibitions both here and 
abroad and has even shown it in hospitals to raise awareness of our hobby. 
    Enquiries: This book may be obtained from the American Topical Association. 
Non-member’s price is $18, however ATA members and those joining the ATA can 
obtain a $3 discount. Postage to UK addresses is $7. Write to ATA, PO Box 57, 
Arlington TX 76004-0057, USA, email americantopical@msn.com or visit 
www.americantopicalassn.org 
 
 
Malmö Seminar  The Swedish Philatelic Federation is organizing a joint seminar 
weekend about Postal History and Thematic Philately between 21-23 August 2009.  
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    The seminar is limited to 50 participants, paying the compulsory seminar fee. The 
final date for applications is 30 April 2009 and the applicant will receive a 
confirmation and an invoice for the seminar fee (plus charges for other orders 
concerning accommodation and meals). 
    Enquiries: For further information and an application form contact: Jonas 
Hällström, Billingstorpsvägen 13B, SE-541 32 Skövde, Sweden. Tel & Fax: +46 (0) 
500 48 91 87, Mobile: +46 (0) 768 19 72 02, email: j.hallstrom@telia.com  
 
 
ATA Website In a recent Bulletin I promised to take a look at the revamped 
American Topical Association website. The homepage starts with the information that 
“Topical (thematic) stamp collecting is the fastest-growing facet of stamp-collecting 
today” and I think that this could be true, for even die-hard members and fellows of 
the Royal Philatelic Society will sometimes let slip to me that they have a thematic 
collection! Actually, the days when this discipline was seen to be the poor relation is 
now well behind us, and rightly so. 
    The American Topical Association (ATA) serves members in 65 countries and is 
the largest philatelic society devoted to this specific area of stamp collecting 
anywhere. Organised in 1949, the ATA has over 56 years of service to its members 
and claims that it is “the best source of information, fellowship and authority in the 
topical stamp collecting field”. It is to be expected, therefore, that their website will 
be of a high-standard.  
    To give an indication of the scope of this site, I can do no better than to list the 
contents shown within the menu bar. 
Main links: Home Page. About the ATA. Benefits. Chapters. Member Links. 
Membership. News. Officers. Preferred Advertisers. Stamp Shows. Study Units. 
Topical Time.  
Related Links: Articles. Audio/Visual. Checklists. Exhibits. Handbooks. Radio 
Shows. Specials. TT Indexes.  
Other Links: Chat Room. Code of Ethics. Collecting for Seniors. Interactive ATA 
Course. Links. 
    Space precludes an in-depth review, but I found the reference material particularly 
interesting, especially the detailed analysis of the many ‘elements’ that can be 
included within a thematic exhibit and, by default, those items that should not be 
shown competitively. Sadly, none of the radio broadcasts could be found by the 
servers on the days that I checked.  
    If you collect thematically, then this is a useful online resource, particularly as it is 
possible to purchase many handbooks, checklists and articles from Topical Time.  
    Enquiries: Visit www.americantopicalassn.org 
 
 
Post-Expo 2008 This postal industry show was recently held at the ExCeL exhibition 
centre in London’s Docklands and what a fascinating event it proved to be. Almost all 
items on display were, understandably, non-philatelic, but it enabled me to get a good 
understanding of the new developments and product ranges available to postal 
authorities. Bag tagging systems, weighing devices, cycles and vans, mailbags and 
seals, letter boxes, software solutions and much more besides were all on display. 
Stand holders were reporting lots of interest in their products, despite the downturn in 
world economies. 
    The highlight of the show for me had to be the Wincor Nixdorf stand where they 
were proudly displaying their latest self-service stamp-vending units. One was 
branded in the orange colour of TNT Post from the Netherlands and another was in 
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the red and white livery of the new Post and Go units from The Post Office. These 
had yet to be introduced in the UK at the time of Post-Expo and so the machine was 
dispensing dummy labels on plain yellow paper and the monitor screen was not 
displaying The Post Office branding.  
    What was immediately obvious to me was that the machines are extremely easy to 
use and even technophobes among the Bulletin readership should enjoy using these 
Post and Go units. With 700 of these machines apparently due for installation in the 
coming months, there should be no difficulties in obtaining examples of the issued 
labels. I suspect that there will be a lot of collector interest, especially among fans of 
the Machin head stamps and it will be interesting to see whether Tallents House make 
them available on their stock list, especially for the overseas collectors on its database 
who cannot get to buy mint examples. Visit www.wincor-nixdorf.com and enter 
“ProPostal 2000” in the search box for more information. 
    Wincor Nixdorf was not alone in displaying microprocessor controlled stamp 
vending machines, as Nagler, IER, Escher and Pesa all had their own versions, either 
for dispensing self-service stamps or for POS or parcel applications. However, it was 
the Danish company aCon A/S that impressed me the most with their self-service 
kiosks with functionalities that can replace a complete post office. Jesper Andreassen, 
their Program Manager, told me that they already have these machines in use in 
Denmark, the Netherlands, Faroes and Norway and that more are sure to follow.  
    aCon has also produced a franking label printer that can be sold to retail outlets and 
businesses so that they can print to order any stamps required. Linked to the internet, 
the machine holds a roll of 2500 labels that are overprinted with the postage rate and 
any other details requested by the post office. It is even clever enough to know when 
the roll is running out and will post a replacement automatically. Go to www.acon.dk 
to see more about this new equipment. 
    Post-Expo 2009 will be held in Hannover, Germany at the end of September. 
 
 
Delta Stamps I recently stumbled across a website that will be of great interest to any 
collector of modern British stamps.  
    Delta Stamps contains reports on new printings of definitives and other stamp 
issues from Royal Mail, as well as having the material for sale, thus helping you to 
build-up your modern GB collection. 
   The site has pages with a black background and so the many stamps illustrated stand 
out well. The navigation is easy and book, coil and sheet printings are separately 
recorded, making it simple to find what you seek. The shopping basket enables 
payment by PayPal, ensuring that your card details are not transmitted over the 
internet, or by pro-forma invoice to customers known to the dealer. Cleverly, the 
system calculates the correct postage and packing for anywhere in the world and by 
your preferred despatch method just with a couple of mouse clicks. 
    Worth revisiting on a regular basis to see what has been added. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.deltastamps.com 
 
 
Centenary Stamp Lover I understand from the Honorary Secretary of the National 
Philatelic Society that you have been taking-up the offer of purchasing a copy of the 
centenary edition of Stamp Lover in large numbers and several of these purchasers 
have subsequently joined the society. 
    For those who have yet to take-up the offer, be aware that copies are still available 
to Bulletin readers from the Honorary Secretary, National Philatelic Society, c/o The 
British Postal Museum & Archive, Freeling House, Phoenix Place, London WC1X 
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0DL, for a very reasonable £3 each to cover postage and packing costs. Cheques 
should be payable to National Philatelic Society. 
    Stamp Lover appears six times a year and is free to members of the National 
Philatelic Society. The Society holds its monthly meetings in London and 
occasionally elsewhere in the UK. All meetings, except the AGM, are open to all. If 
you are interested in attending or would like to know more about these, the regular 
issues of Stamp Lover or the Society’s renowned Philatelic library, please contact the 
Honorary Secretary, Peter Mellor, at the above address or visit 
www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps . 
 
 
National ‘One Frame’ Competition Following the success of the One Frame class at 
the ABPS Harrogate National Exhibition at the beginning of May this year, there will 
be a new National One Frame Competitive Exhibition at Spring Stampex in February 
2009. The PTS will support the competition which will be an added attraction for this 
popular event. 
    Chairman of the National Exhibitions Committee, Brian Trotter, commented 
“There was a lot of interest in the One Frame entries at Harrogate. It provided the 
opportunity to see a wide range of different topics, often presented in an original way. 
It is a great way for people to try out a new subject or take their first steps in 
competitive philately.” 
    Enquiries: Entry forms are available from: Susan Ellis, British Philatelic Trust, 
Suite 101, Business Design Centre, 52 Upper Street, London N1 0QH. Telephone: 
020 7688 8423, or email: susanellis@btconnect.com  
    The ABPS actively represents the interests of UK collectors and societies at home 
and abroad. For more information contact the membership secretary: Alan Godfrey, 
Gerard Road, Alcester B49 6QG. Telephone: 01789 765385, or email 
alangodfrey@hotmail.com 
 
 
‘One Frame’ Seminar A reminder that you may just have time to register for an NPS 
/ ABPS seminar on the subject of displaying 16 pages of material and to see how this 
new class is organised and to discuss the merits.  
    The venue is The Royal Philatelic Society London, 41 Devonshire Place, London 
W1G 6JY on 4 December 2008 at 2pm. Cost is £5, or £3 for NPS members. 
    Enquiries: visit www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps where a booking form is available. 
 
 
Missing Bulletin A major overseas philatelic library has made contact and advised 
that it is just one copy away from owning a complete set of the Philatelic Bulletin. If 
any reader has a spare copy of the November 2004 issue (volume 42, number 3), I 
will ensure that it is passed on to them.  
 
 
yourStamp  TNT Post UK Ltd recently launched a service whereby business 
customers could have unique stamps created for use on their mailing campaigns.  
    130 sheets of the first issue were made available to collectors, signed by the CEO 
of TNT, and far too many applications were received for the quantity available. “We 
have been overwhelmed by the response to this offer” wrote Louise Ainge of TNT 
when returning my cheque uncashed. 
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ATA DVDs The American Topical Association continues to create and release new 
topical DVDs. Music on Stamps and Horses on Stamps are the two latest programmes 
that have been put on disk by Harvey and Terri Edwards. The ATA now has over 20 
titles that are available to the public and a listing of the titles is available from ATA, 
PO Box 57, Arlington TX 76004-0057, USA, email americantopical@msn.com or 
visit www.americantopicalassn.org . 
 
(2500 words) 
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Stamp Events Listing 
2009 
25-28 February Spring Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
26-28 February Spring Philatex, London 
10-16 April  China 2009, Beijing, PRC 
6-10 May  IBRA / Essen 2009, Essen, Germany 
27-31 May  Bulgaria 2009, Bulgaria. 
30 July-4 August Korea 2009, Seoul, Korea 
Late August  Hong Kong 2009, Hong Kong SAR 
16-19 September  Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
21-25 October  Italia 2009, Rome, Italy www.italia2009.it  
5-7 November  Autumn Philatex, London 
December  Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
4-6 December  Monacophil 2009, Monte Carlo 
 
2010 
24-27 February Spring Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
8-12 April  Antwerpen 2010, Antwerp, Belgium 
5-6 May  Philatex Extra, London 
8-15 May  London 2010 – Festival of Stamps, London 
15-18 September Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk  
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
27-31 October  South Africa 2010, South Africa   
 
 
Saucy Postcards  An exhibition covering the saucy postcards of days gone by is 
currently on show at the Russell-Cotes Art Gallery and Museum, Bournemouth. It 
closes on 1st February. Opening hours are 10am - 5pm Tuesday – Sunday and 
admission is free. 
    This major exhibition takes a behind-the-scenes look at the artwork that went into 
creating the red-nosed husbands, buxom beauties and other cheeky characters 
associated with Bamforth's comic postcards.  
    Tracing the journey from the artist’s rough sketch to the final print, 200 original 
artworks are on show alongside the original postcards.  
    Enquiries: Visit www.russell-cotes.bournemouth.gov.uk for more information.  
 
 
Addressing the Nation – The GPO Film Unit The first of three deluxe double-disc 
box sets presenting all the key films of the GPO Film Unit on DVD has recently 
appeared for the first time. The complete collection includes legendary filmmakers 
such as John Grierson, Len Lye and Humphrey Jennings. 
    Created 75 years ago out of the ashes of the Empire Marketing Board Film Unit, 
the GPO Film Unit was one of the most remarkable creative institutions that Britain 
has produced. A hotbed of creative energy and talent, it provided a springboard to 
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many of the best-known and critically acclaimed figures in the British 
Documentary Movement. 
    John Grierson, Alberto Cavalcanti, Humphrey Jennings, Basil Wright, Harry Watt, 
Edgar Anstey and Arthur Elton, alongside innovators and experimentalists such as 
Len Lye and Norman McLaren are some of the directors whose work embraced 
public information films, drama-documentary, social reportage, animation and 
advertising. 
    Celebrating the 75th anniversaries in September 2008 of both the BFI and the GPO 
Film Unit itself, the BFI National Archive, in partnership with The British Postal 
Museum & Archive (BPMA), Royal Mail and BT Heritage, has curated and restored 
this legendary output of short films.  
    Addressing the Nation contains 15 films from the period 1933-1935 and provides a 
fascinating exploration of the unit’s early experimentation with sound. It features 
Basil Wright's award-winning Song of Ceylon and Len Lye's A Colour Box; the 
critically acclaimed Weather Forecast; Coal Face - directed by Alberto Cavalcanti 
and Auden and Britten’s precursor to Night Mail (included in volume two) and other 
neglected works, many of which will be available for the first time since their original 
release. 
    The discs are presented in an attractive deluxe box with an 80-page bound book 
containing introductory essays, biographies and film notes. The DVDs also includes 
as extras On the Fishing Banks of Skye (John Grierson, 1935) and GPO Film Display 
trailer.  
    As a collector, I especially appreciated Air Post, 6.30 Collection, The King’s Stamp 
and Sixpenny Telegram, but all of the films are fascinating due to the passage of time 
and the phenomenal changes that have occurred to our world since they were made 
back in the 1930s.  
    Volume two will be available from next month and volume three later this year. 
    Enquiries: Available from BPMA either by post or by visiting 
http://shop.postalheritage.org.uk/products/dvd3 T 3 at £24.99. Also available from the 
Filmstore at BFI Southbank, London SE1 and all good DVD retailers. 
 
 
Growing Up in High Wycombe: Chairmaking and the Stamp Factory (ISBN: 
978 0 95399 518 9) 
Published by Rare Books and Berry at £9.95, this book gives an account of what it 
was like to be brought up in the Buckinghamshire town of High Wycombe in the 
1920’s. It describes author Hubert Albert Berry’s progress from childhood to a 
working life within the town. Affluence in the 1920’s to near poverty in the 30’s as 
the depression hits hard. After the war in the 40’s to a career in the ‘Stamp Factory’ 
(as folk from Wycombe called Harrisons and Sons Ltd) at a time when opportunity 
was open to all, when business in the 50’s was changing rapidly and new methods and 
technology were appearing at a rapid pace.  
    The initial 36 pages relate to early memories, school, family and chairmaking, and 
offers a most interesting read, but it is not stamp-related. It is pages 37 to 60 that will 
interest readers of the Bulletin the most for Mr Berry recalls the period when he 
started at the company in 1947 through to 1960 when he moved on internally.  
    It is a worthwhile purchase for anyone with an interest in the late lamented 
Harrison and Sons who seeks first-hand reminiscences from a man who spent around 
five years managing the stamp production area. It fails to reveal anything new about 
production techniques or methods, for that was never the purpose of the book. What it 
does do so well is to clearly reveal to readers the human side of what it meant to work 
at Harrison and Sons.  

http://shop.postalheritage.org.uk/products/dvd3%20T%20324.99


    The book concludes: “Sadly at the time of recalling these memories, neither the 
High Wycombe factory nor the company of Harrison’s is any longer in existence.” 
Sad, indeed. 
    This hardback book with its protective dust-jacket and more or less A5-sized pages 
is well printed and is illustrated with eight black and white images relating to the 
stamp factory, together with a further 32 images in section one. A useful book list 
brings to a close the publication. 
    Enquiries: I obtained my copy from www.amazon.co.uk at a discounted price of 
£6.71 with free delivery, but it is also available from the publisher by visiting 
www.rarebooksandberry.co.uk . 
 
 
Stamp Preview A further Stamp Preview for the Golden Wedding stamp issue and 
dated November 1997 has been reported by a reader.  
 
 
In-Phil A reader has notified me that In-Phil number 101 was printed “for office use 
only”, as customers received a special mailing for the new self-adhesive stamps that it 
related to. This issue is therefore assumed to be quite rare, although the British 
Philatelic Bureau Customer Services staff member who responded to the question 
posed by our reader stated that “In-Phil’s are printed for information and order 
purposes only and are not philatelic items”.  
 
 
BPMA Swindon On 3 November last year, I was one of several Trustees of the 
Friends of the British Postal Museum & Archive favoured with a visit to the proposed 
new location for BPMA at Swindon. 
    A few minutes from the railway station by foot and a similar distance from the 
motorway turn-off can be found what was, until 1986, the mighty Great Western 
Railway’s engineering workshops. This massive site now has new uses and has 
become home to STEAM – the Great Western Railway’s museum attracting 100,000 
visitors annually, and also boasts the largest designer outlet village in Europe which is 
set to shortly expand even more to cater for the three-million visitors who already 
visit it each year.  
    The site is also fast-becoming the place to be if involved in cultural activities, for 
The National Trust with its fine shop and restaurant, English Heritage and the 
National Monuments Record are already operating very successfully from the same 
location.  
    Importantly, Swindon’s regeneration company and local council are very much 
behind BPMA’s proposals to relocate operations to Swindon and they are actively 
working with BPMA staff to help facilitate this.  
    Nothing had quite prepared me for the sheer scale (around 41,000 square feet) of 
the proposed BPMA Grade Two Listed building and it soon became apparent that the 
opportunity of creating a world-class postal museum and archive centre is clearly 
immense. OK, so at the moment it is an empty shell that is in need of much work to 
bring it to the required standard, but with a little imagination it was extremely easy to 
picture where the reception, archives, museum, offices, cinema, shop, galleries, search 
room and exhibition area would be sited.  
     Collectors appeared to have been happy with the old King Edward Building that 
had previously housed the postal museum and that was tiny in comparison, so 
everyone should be delighted at the progress already being made to secure the 
Swindon premises, where it could potentially open its doors as early as 2012. 
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Crucially, the building would be owned by BPMA, something that had proved 
impossible to achieve in London, where rental was the only option, with all the 
inherent costs and dangers that come with not being in charge of your own destiny.  
    I live in Essex, so naturally my local town would be my favoured location for the 
new museum, but that viewpoint probably applies to every current and potential user 
of BPMA, wherever they live. The truth is that even London is not at all convenient 
for many collectors and researchers but, despite this, it is hoped that a continuing toe-
hold will be maintained in the capital city and a potential plan is currently being 
discussed to achieve this aim. As the main BPMA presence is not feasible in London 
on cost grounds and because of the non-availability of suitable premises, then I defy 
anyone to find a better location than the Swindon site.  
    The Bulletin will keep its readers up-to-date with developments concerning this 
exciting project.  
 
 
2009 BFDC Catalogue  The new edition of Collecting British First Day Covers has 
recently appeared at a cost of £14.75, plus £1.25 postage within the UK. Its 242 pages 
are crammed with hundreds of pictures of postmarks and covers, all of which are 
printed in colour on quality art paper.  
    It is the only book of its kind to have been published annually since 1981 and 
includes details of all covers produced for British stamp issues from the 1840 Penny 
Black up to the 2008 autumn issues. The detailed Introduction guides you through 
collecting FDCs and appears to have something for everyone - whether a beginner or 
a seasoned collector.  
    The catalogue is not a price list, but a comprehensive guide to the first day covers 
which have been produced over the years for British stamp issues, whether 
commemorative, definitive or country stamps. An online facility enables the 
downloading of postmark illustrations which is a useful additional service for 
purchasers. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.bfdc.co.uk, email brad@bfdc.co.uk or write to A G 
Bradbury, 3 Link Road, Stoneygate, Leicester LE2 3RA. 
 
 
GBCC Chronicle The latest issue of this publication has appeared and contains its 
usual interesting mix of member-related information (meetings, subscriptions, etc) 
and detailed articles on the philately of Great Britain from all eras. Number 117 
includes features on Victorian postal stationery wrappers, official seals, a mystery 
cover, Machin stamps and a plating record on Queen Victorian Penny Red Stars, 
among other articles. There are 28 black and white pages and a coloured cover 
section.  
    Enquiries: Subscriptions cost US$35 for UK membership and details may be 
obtained from www.gbstamps.com/gbcc or by contacting the membership secretary, 
Larry Rosenblum, at 1030 E El Camino Real, PMB107, Sunnyvale CA94087 USA, or 
by emailing him at lr@gbstamps.com  
 
 
Picture Postcard Monthly This magazine has been published for 355 monthly issues 
and continues to be of great value to anyone interested in this subject. Most stamp 
collectors can claim to own at least a few cards, whatever their philatelic interests, so 
are bound to find something of interest to hold their attention within its 60 A4-sized 
full-colour pages  
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    Regular contents include: Fairs/Auction Diary, News Desk, Club Scene, Postbag, 
Time Traveller (an old postcard is contrasted with a recent photo of the same place), 
Freecard Gossip, Moderns News, Card Chat, Beginners, Website of the Month, What 
the Postman Saw (Messages on the backs of cards), Book Reviews, Auction notes, 
Picture Postcard Puzzles, as well as individual articles on a specific aspect of the 
hobby. 
    Enquiries: Priced at £2.60 an issue (£32 for 12 copies, inclusive of postage to UK 
addresses), it is available from postcard shops and fairs, or directly from Picture 
Postcard Monthly, 15 Debdale Lane, Keyworth, Nottingham NG12 5HT. Secure 
online ordering is also available via www.postcardcollecting.co.uk/subscribe.htm  
 
 
Royal Portraits The British Royal Portraits Stamp Group (BRPSG) has published 
newsletter 137 recently, ably edited by Cyril Parsons who uses his “From Your 
Editor” feature to promote the benefits of using the British Postal Museum & Archive 
(BPMA) for researching and provides an update on relocation to Swindon..  
    Within its six A4-sized colour pages are interesting features on new issues relating 
to British and overseas royalty. The main feature article for this newsletter relates to 
the George VI portrait used on the Crown Colonies’ Coronation issue of 1937, written 
by Brian Livingstone.  
    Enquiries: Contact BRPSG, 83 Ingram Avenue, Aylesbury HP21 9DH for 
membership details.  
 
 
GB Journal The latest issue of this excellent publication (and its sister publication 
the GBPS Newsletter) from the Great Britain Philatelic Society has recently appeared.  
    The Journal contains features on combination covers, the “L4” late fee mark, the 
Post Office and the Colleges, the Truro Crown cancellation and unusual London 
District Office cancellations, plus the regular Focus on GB and KEVII Notes. A 
detailed index to volume 46 is also included. Most articles are in colour and the 19 
pages of advertising will prove invaluable to anyone hoping to build-up their 
collection, whatever era interests them. 
   Enquiries: GBPS Membership Secretary, Peter Tanner, Highstandings, 13 St 
Hubert's Close, Gerrards Cross SL9 7EN, Email: petertannerHS13@talktalk.net 
 
(2360 words) 
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STAMP SCENE 
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Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 
 
Stamp Events Listing 
2009 
25-28 February Spring Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
26-28 February Spring Philatex, London 
10-16 April  China 2009, Beijing, PRC 
6-10 May  IBRA / Essen 2009, Essen, Germany 
27-31 May  Bulgaria 2009, Bulgaria. 
30 July-4 August Korea 2009, Seoul, Korea 
Late August  Hong Kong 2009, Hong Kong SAR 
16-19 September  Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
21-25 October  Italia 2009, Rome, Italy www.italia2009.it  
5-7 November  Autumn Philatex, London 
December  Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
4-6 December  Monacophil 2009, Monte Carlo 
 
2010 
24-27 February Spring Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
8-12 April  Antwerpen 2010, Antwerp, Belgium 
5-6 May  Philatex Extra, London 
8-15 May  London 2010 – Festival of Stamps, London 
15-18 September Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk  
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
27-31 October  South Africa 2010, South Africa   
 
NPS Computer Seminar A day-long seminar on computers and philately will be 
held on Saturday 28 February 2009. A hands-on guide to using your computer to 
enhance your philatelic collection, this seminar will be held at 20/21, Arcadia 
Avenue, London N3 2JU (near Finchley Central underground station) commencing at 
10.30hrs and finishing at about 16.00hrs. [A location map will be provided to those 
attending.] 
    Computers are becoming an essential tool in research and writing up collections. 
The seminar is aimed at improving skills in these areas, and will be based on 
Microsoft Word for Windows, use of the Internet, and simple graphics. It is not 
intended for absolute beginners, but for those who have some knowledge and who 
wish to expand it. 
    Chris King will lead this tutorial seminar, which is limited to twelve places on a 
first come-first served basis. Chris is a philatelist who is a member of a number of 
philatelic societies, including the National, both in this country and overseas. He 
organised the database for ABPS Croydon 2007; ABPS Harrogate 2008 and will do 
so again for London 2010 to ensure that both competition entrants and judges have the 
best possible electronic back-up at these shows. 
    The cost including coffee and lunch is £8 for National Philatelic Society members 
and £10 for others. Places are limited and the deadline for application is 12th February 
2009. 
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    For further details and a booking form, please send a stamped addressed envelope 
to Christopher Oliver, National Philatelic Society, c/o The British Postal Museum & 
Archive, Freeling House, Phoenix Place, London WC1X 0DL or visit 
www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps  where a booking form is also available. 
 
Based at the Royal Mail Archives in Clerkenwell, London, the National Philatelic 
Society holds monthly meetings featuring displays and a 400-lot room and postal 
members’ auction. Members also enjoy six issues a year of its magazine Stamp Lover 
and may borrow from the renowned National Philatelic Society Library. 
All enquiries to Peter Mellor, Honorary General Secretary, Tel 020 7239 2571 
or email nps@ukphilately.org.uk  
 
“Celebrate America” Youth Contest The American Topical Association announces 
a new contest based on the fact that stamps of the USA tell the story of its nation - its 
history, people, culture and landscapes. Youth are asked to create a one-page mini-
exhibit on some aspect of the United States. Only stamps, covers and other philatelic 
material from the USA can be used.  The page must have a title and either captions or 
a short write-up to tell the story. 
    Each entry must have the following information on the back of the exhibit page: the 
full name and mailing address (either home or school), and age. Prizes will be 
awarded in each of the following four age groups: eight and younger; nine-ten; 
eleven-twelve; and thirteen and older. The contest is open to foreign youth as well, 
but only US material can be used. Entries are limited to one per child. 
    The one-page mini-exhibit will be judged on knowledge of subject/topic, creativity, 
originality, neatness, arrangement, and write-up. First, second and third place prizes 
will be awarded in each of the age groups. Special prizes will be awarded for the most 
unique topic (theme) and the most informative text. 
    Only a photocopy of the page should be sent. Do not send the original mini-exhibit. 
Colour photocopies are preferred but are not necessary. These will not be returned. 
Winners will be announced in the philatelic media, Topical Time, and on the ATA 
Website (www.americantopicalassn.org) following the National Topical Stamp Show 
on 12-14 June 2009. The deadline for receiving the contest entries is 15 May 2009.  
Send this to MaryAnn Bowman, PO Box 1451, Waukesha, WI 53187, USA. 
 
War Memorials The first full register of more than 300 war memorials honouring the 
sacrifices of Royal Mail employees who lost their lives has now been published.  
    The war memorials project was funded by Royal Mail and coordinated by the 
BPMA. Information about location of memorials was taken from building surveys 
undertaken on behalf of Royal Mail's estates department, supplemented by 
information supplied by Royal Mail staff in response to appeals. 
   As a starting point, the database sets out to record the existence and location of each 
memorial and, where possible, an image. However, as time goes on, it is hoped to 
build the information base so that it includes the names listed on the monument, the 
inscription, the date and if possible even the stories of some of those honoured. 
    Royal Mail is, second only to the Church, the largest custodians of war memorials 
in the country. This reflects the heavy involvement in each war of the then General 
Post office. An estimated 85,000 GPO staff fought in the Great War and 8,500 lost 
their lives. 
 
 
Topical Stamp Show Sites Chosen The American Topical Association has 
announced the venues for the ATA National Topical Stamp Shows in 2010 and 2011. 
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NTSS 10 will be held at the Crowne Plaza Denver International Airport Convention 
Center on 25-27 June 2010. NTSS 11 will be held at the Sheraton Milwaukee 
Brookfield Hotel on 24-26 June 2011. 
    NTSS 09 will be held in Dayton, Ohio at the Dayton Convention Center on 12-14 
June 2009 and will recognize the 60th anniversary of the ATA. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.americantopicalassn.org, email americantopical@msn.com 
or write to PO Box 57, Arlington, TX 76004-0057 USA. 
 
Penpals A new, modern way of finding penpals has come online at 
www.postcrossing.com enabling visitors to send real postcards to other people who 
surf the website and also to receive some in return. At least 75,000 people from 192 
countries have already taken part in the scheme by registering, with 1.7 million cards 
having been posted. Around 76,000 cards are in the post at any one time and 14 
postcards every hour are being mailed.  
    How does it work? Put simply, request an address from the website, mail the 
postcard to the address, wait to receive a postcard, register the received postcard in the 
system. Parents must realise that they need to give to a total stranger overseas the 
home address of their child, so any parent concerned about this aspect should not take 
part.. 
    This is clearly a large operation and sounds as if it is an ideal scheme for primarily, 
but not exclusively, children to have exposure to stamps from around the world and to 
hone their social writing skills. I enjoyed having an Australian penpal, but admit to 
having lost interest in maintaining contact with just one person after a while, so the 
prospect of receiving many cards from different people randomly would, I am sure, 
have been of greater interest back to me while growing-up in the 1960s had I been a 
child of the Internet generation. 
    The site owners have also listened to concerned users regarding the ecology, stating 
“Over the time, we have listened to some users' concerns about Postcrossing's 
ecological footprint. From operating the servers that host this project to sending 
postcards or other items through mail, precious resources like paper and oil are used 
and CO2 is produced.” Read how they are either tackling this issue or making 
recommendations to its users at www.postcrossing.com/green. They are to be 
commended for their ethical approach in teaching children from an early age how 
they can minimise their impact on planet earth.  
 
StampExpo 400 The 2009 Hudson–Fulton–Champlain Quadricentennial Stamp 
Exposition (StampExpo 400) takes place from 25-27 September 2009 on the Empire 
State Plaza Concourse beneath the legislative buildings in Albany, New York. 
    StampExpo 400 is expected to be one of the largest philatelic shows on the 
continent in 2009. In addition to the planned 200 frames of competitive philatelic 
exhibits, a national literature competition and cachet competition also will be held. 
Court of Honour displays will feature items from the Smithsonian National Postal 
Museum and other notable collections.  
    More than 80 dealers from the US, Canada, Great Britain and France are already 
confirmed, with space available for more than twice that number. The US Postal 
Service and United Nations Postal Administration will be attendance, along with 
several other postal authorities.  
    Enquiries: visit www.stampexpo400.org  
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Philatelic Bulletin Donations Many thanks to all the readers who so kindly 
responded to my request on behalf of an overseas philatelic library for a back issue of 
the Bulletin to complete their collection.  
 
SAPO in Profit The South African Post Office (SAPO) has been recognised as a 
Super Brand, an achievement that most companies aspire to. Compared with Africa, 
which stands at one post office per 50,000 people, SAPO aims to have one outlet per 
10,000 people, so its number of post offices is growing year-on-year, somewhat 
bucking the trend of many postal administration that are reducing the number of 
offices. It has seen a 7% rise in revenue and a 12% growth in profit before tax in the 
latest financial year, resulting in over 10% profit margin.  
    The only worrying aspect of their operations seems to be postal theft, as highlighted 
in a recent Amazon case. Only 93% of mail is currently being delivered, so they are 
making strides in upping investment in security equipment including cameras and 
have set-aside R50million (£3.34million) towards this in the next financial year. They 
are also actively engaging their staff to work in helping to stamp out the theft.  
 
Cross Post This journal appears twice yearly and is ably edited for the Friends of the 
British Postal Museum & Archive by Bulletin contributor Richard West. The latest 
issue comprises 52 A4-sized full-colour pages on high quality paper and it is full of 
interesting features, as is always the case.  
    The Autumn issue has a major 17 page article by Julian Stray entitled “A new 
shape for a British icon” and tells the story of the square pillar boxes introduced by 
the Post Office down the years, with emphasis on the more recent boxes of late sixties 
vintage. It is a fascinating story that has never previously been told and, naturally 
enough, with Julian being a curator at BPMA he used the many archival resources at 
his disposal to great effect.  
    Other articles are of no less merit, comprising war heroes of the Post Office, the 
two-tier postal system, items added to BPMA collections, an interview with Royal 
Mail’s Head of Stamp Production, news from Friends and the BPMA, book reviews 
and letters. In fact, surely something for everyone is included within the pages. 
    I am of the opinion that membership of the Friends would be worthwhile even if 
Cross Post was the only membership benefit but it is not as members also receive the 
BPMA quarterly Newsletter for free, plus annual events guide, 15% discount on 
tickets to BPMA paid events, 15% discount on BPMA shop products, special BPMA 
events arranged exclusively for Friends including private views of exhibitions, and 
opportunities to volunteer and see behind the scenes at the BPMA. 
    Now that the exciting news about the Swindon relocation is in the public domain, 
there can surely be no better time to join the growing ranks of the Friends, for lack of 
concrete plans for a museum has previously been cited as the reason for not joining. 
    Enquiries: All you need to do is write to Avice Harms, Membership Secretary, 
Friends of the BPMA, 13 Amethyst Avenue, Davis Estate, Chatham ME5 9TX. 
Membership currently costs £15 (UK) or £20 (overseas) per year.  Cheques should be 
made payable to 'The Friends of the BPMA'. 
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March 2009 

Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 
 
Stamp Events Listing 
2009 
10-16 April  China 2009, Beijing, PRC 
6-10 May  IBRA / Essen 2009, Essen, Germany 
27-31 May  Bulgaria 2009, Bulgaria. 
30 July-4 August Korea 2009, Seoul, Korea 
Late August  Hong Kong 2009, Hong Kong SAR 
16-19 September  Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
21-25 October  Italia 2009, Rome, Italy www.italia2009.it  
5-7 November  Autumn Philatex, London 
December  Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
4-6 December  Monacophil 2009, Monte Carlo 
 
2010 
24-27 February Spring Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
8-12 April  Antwerpen 2010, Antwerp, Belgium 
5-6 May  Philatex Extra, London 
8-15 May  London 2010 – Festival of Stamps, London 
15-18 September Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk  
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
27-31 October  South Africa 2010, South Africa   
 
 
Royal in the East The Royal Philatelic Society London has a range of regional 
groups that meet once or twice a year and the Royal in the East (comprising the 
counties of Essex, Suffolk, Norfolk and Hertfordshire) holds an annual Christmas 
event at the Essex County Cricket Club ground in Chelmsford.  
    Fellows, members and guests took pleasure in a whole day of primarily one frame 
displays, each fascinating subject being accompanied by a five minute talk. A 
stopwatch, ably wielded by the Royal’s President Elect Alan Moorcroft, ensured that 
no-one overran! An enjoyable lunch and drinks breaks ensured that everyone had 
plenty of time to chat about the hobby.  
    If you get the opportunity to attend philatelic gatherings such as these, I can do no 
more than heartily recommend them. I saw several philatelic items among the 
displays that fit into my collecting interests that I was previously unaware of, so I will 
now be searching for them at dealers.  
    Enquiries: The Royal Philatelic Society London website is located at 
www.rpsl.org.uk from where full details of the benefits of membership may be 
obtained 
 
 
Chelmsford PS I have regularly been invited to attend a meeting of Chelmsford & 
District Philatelic Society and finally made it to their Christmas evening, where well-
known stamp designer Jennifer Toombs was the guest speaker.  
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    It is 35 years since I last communicated by mail with Jennifer and so it was good to 
finally meet her after all this time. It was a fascinating evening and we saw many of 
the Christmas-related stamps that she has produced (primarily for the Crown Agents) 
down the years and to see the different approaches that she took for each commission 
grouped together by subject matter, such as silhouettes, origami, flora, stained glass, 
etc. What a shame that Jennifer has never designed a set of stamps for Royal Mail, as 
her unique style would surely go down well with collectors and the general public 
alike. 
    As with the Royal in the East event recorded above, there was a most convivial 
atmosphere with a large attendance for what was a freezing cold night and I really 
enjoyed myself, which must surely be what the hobby is all about. 
    Chelmsford PS is currently celebrating its 90th season and on Wednesday 11 
November, the date of their first meeting, there will be a dinner to celebrate this 
important milestone. Anyone who is a lapsed member for whatever reason is invited 
to attend this event and details of cost, etc., are available from Secretary Allan Boyce.  
    Enquiries: The Chelmsford society meets at the United Reformed Church, New 
London Road, Chelmsford CM2 0AW on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month at 
7:00pm for 7:30pm. Ring Allan Boyce for details on 01245 476989. 
    For further information about member societies linking stamp collectors and postal 
historians in Essex, Hertfordshire, London and Suffolk via the Association of Essex 
Philatelic Societies (AEPS) visit www.aeps.org.uk  
 
 
Publications Received 
The Philatelic Collections Newsletter is published by the British Library and 
comprises four full-colour pages keeping collectors updated on activities at BL’s 
Philatelic Collections. Issue 14 includes details of the Johnson Collection of postcards 
relating to the Post Office, focusing on humorous cards that incorporate postal 
themes, and which illustrate the importance of the Post Office to the man in the street. 
    Other features include details of the Row Collection of Siamese (Thailand) stamps, 
researcher’s notes by Geoff Eibl-Kaye about his experiences of researching at BL, a 
news roundup and details of how to use the collections. 
    Enquiries: for details of collections and services visit 
www.bl.uk/collections/philatelic  The site includes a complete run of the newsletters 
from 1997 to download, and much more besides. 
 
The latest magazine ABPS News from the Association of British Philatelic Societies 
contains its usual interesting mix of items that should be of interest to (and read by) 
all philatelists in the United Kingdom within its 40 A5-sized full-colour pages. It is 
published four times a year in February, April, September and December.  
    A feature article by Brian Sole reproduces the Kay Goodman Lecture that Brian 
presented to the 90th Philatelic Congress entitled “Social Philately: Coming or Going? 
It was originally only seen by attendees at Congress, so now benefits from being 
available to a far greater audience. Five Greetings Telegrams are illustrated, including 
those produced for the Silver Jubilee of 1935 and the 1925 British Empire Exhibition. 
    Enquiries: to contact ABPS for general enquiries, write to Colin Searle, The Old 
Post Office, 1 Wellesbourne Road, Barford, Warwick CV35 8EL, or email 
searlec@gmail.com  
 
 
ThematiX The Jester Suite at Harlequins Rugby Club in Twickenham will be the 
venue for a new thematic trade fair. (Midpex will contain the competitive entries for 
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the John Fosbery competitions previously held at Thematica.) The dates had not been 
agreed at the time of submitting copy, but will either be 26-7 June or 3-4 July.  
    It is hoped that this event will go some way towards filling the void left by the 
demise of Thematica. Further details will be provided when received, but in the 
meantime, why not keep the two weekend dates free if thematic collecting interests 
you. 
    Enquiries: the joint organisers are Paula and Philip Cant (01256 415699) and Bob 
Lee (020 8397 2332). 
 
 
Security-enhanced Machin stamps Last month saw the introduction of the new 
range of definitive stamps with slits in them to stop reuse. 
    This revenue protection idea was trialled by the United States Postal Service back 
in 1974. Avery Dennison produced the first US self-adhesive stamps for the 
Christmas issue of that year and these bore a plus sign (+) cut central through the 
design. Dummy stamps printed wholly in black were also produced during the pre-
production trial period.  
    This idea was not, to my knowledge, ever repeated and I suspect that the USPS 
concluded that so long as stamps are cancelled by the postal administration en-route 
to the addressee there is no need for any extra measures.  
 
 
Soaking-off Stamps The recent removal of the water-soluble layer from self-adhesive 
stamps took place with the Christmas 2008 stamp issue. This has resulted in 
difficulties in soaking-off postally used stamps from mail items.  
    More than one reader has asked if there is a proven method for undertaking this 
task. Can anyone help? Results will be published here in due course. 
 
 
National Postal Museum Reading the feature about 40 years of the NPM in last 
months Bulletin reminded me that I own a copy of the lavish opening ceremony 
brochure. Rather than print the publication in colour, actual stamps from the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth II were mounted using stamp hinges and so because of this and the 
fact that the print run was probably miniscule, it sells for anything up to £150 when 
copies can be located.  
 
 
PCGB 100 This year sees the 100th anniversary of the holding of the first ever 
Philatelic Congress of Great Britain. It is scheduled to be held in Salford Quays, 
Manchester between 16-19 July in the city that hosted the first Congress event. (Note 
that this is not the 100th event, as it was not held during the war years, so is being 
marketed as the Centenary Congress.) 
    There will be a full programme of displays, including rare Congress material. The 
RDP ceremony and presentation of the Congress Medal will take part at the historic 
Manchester Town Hall on the Friday afternoon, followed by a reception, while the 
Congress banquet will be at the Copthorne Hotel on the Saturday evening.  
    Although one of the delights of Congress is to attend for the whole event, for those 
living locally Day Delegates will be very welcome to attend on any day of the 
Congress to see the displays. 
    Enquiries: Unfortunately, the information sheet provided had no contact details and 
searches on the internet have proved unproductive. 
 



 
Essex Stamp Auctions The first auction from this company was held towards the end 
of last month with pre-sale estimates of over £200,000. Remaining sales for this year 
are sue to be held on 26 April, 21 June, 23 August, 18 October and 13 December. 
    Essex Stamp Auctions claims that “it is one of the most experienced philatelic 
auction houses in the region. Our philosophy is to offer a great service and give great 
results for a low fee. We hold regular bi-monthly public sales of philatelic properties 
and we are willing to accept most properties if they have a value of £100 upwards.”  
    Enquiries: visit www.essexstampauctions.com., email 
rob@essexstampauctions.com or write to Essex Stamp Auctions, Three Ashes 
Cottage, Lanham Green Rd, Cressing, Braintree, Essex CM77 8DR. 
 
 
Collector Priorities I was recently preparing an exhibit for Spring Stampex when I 
badly cut a finger with a craft knife. Non-collecting friends and family immediately 
asked after my well-being, while collector friends asked if I had damaged any 
philatelic items! It is clear that philatelists have a different set of priorities to other 
folk. The material is fine – thank you for asking. 
 
 
The Paper Trail The downturn in the world economy has resulted in The Paper Trail 
– featured here in February 2008 – experiencing funding difficulties. Jacky Bennett, 
the charity’s Chief Executive recently stated: “To ensure our sustainability for the 
future and for the benefit of schools, community groups and disadvantaged people we 
support, we were planning to sell a strip of undeveloped land this year, which would 
have supported our current projects and future initiatives.  This global economic 
catastrophe has meant that we are unable to sell the land, bringing about uncertainty 
over the future of The Paper Trail.”  
    If you are able, why not plan to spend a day with them and therefore help to 
continue their first-class work of preserving part of our industrial heritage.  
    It is also possible to become a Friend and for your donation (£12 single, £30 family 
membership), you are entitled to free entry to Frogmore Mill Visitor Centre during 
normal opening hours, a 10% discount on Paper Trail courses and activities for the 
period of one calendar year from the date of registration. Friends are issued with a 
Passport to show their entitlements which also includes periodic invitations to special 
Friends events and circulation of special Friends publications.  
    The Paper Trail is an award winning Industrial Heritage Visitor Centre based at 
Frogmore Mill in Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire. It is open to the public Monday to 
Thursday 10.30am - 4.30pm and on Sunday 11.00am - 4.00pm. The paper 
machine operates only from Monday to Thursday. Admission: Adults £6; Children & 
Concessions £5. The Visitor Centre also has a Cafe, which serves a range of 
refreshments as well as home-made cakes and hot & cold snacks. There is also a gift 
shop which sells a variety of innovative and sustainable items, including a selection of 
products made at Frogmore Mill. 
    Enquiries: visit www.thepapertrail.org.uk or write to Apsley Paper Trail, Frogmore 
Mill, Fourdrinier Way, Apsley, Hemel Hempstead HP3 9RY for further details. 
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STAMP SCENE 
April 2009 

Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 
 
Stamp Events Listing 
2009 
10-16 April  China 2009, Beijing, PRC 
6-10 May  IBRA / Essen 2009, Essen, Germany 
27-31 May  Bulgaria 2009, Bulgaria. 
30 July-4 August Korea 2009, Seoul, Korea 
Late August  Hong Kong 2009, Hong Kong SAR 
16-19 September  Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
21-25 October  Italia 2009, Rome, Italy www.italia2009.it  
5-7 November  Autumn Philatex, London 
December  Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
4-6 December  Monacophil 2009, Monte Carlo 
 
2010 
24-27 February Spring Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
8-12 April  Antwerpen 2010, Antwerp, Belgium 
5-6 May  Philatex Extra, London 
8-15 May  London 2010 – Festival of Stamps, London 
15-18 September Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk  
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
27-31 October  South Africa 2010, South Africa   
 
 
Thematica Scotland As previously reported, the competitive elements of Thematica 
will form part of the Midpex exhibition being held at Coventry this year. The good 
news is that its future has been secured for at least a further year, as it has recently 
been announced that Thematica 2010 will be held in Scotland for the first time as part 
of the annual Scottish Philatelic Congress.  
    Further details will be advised in due course.  
 
 
North East Philatelic Weekend This regular annual event has a change of dates to 
those originally announced. The weekend will now be held at Gateshead between 
Friday 22 and Sunday 24 May. 
 
 
Stamp Lover Index 2008 saw the centenary of the publication of the National 
Philatelic Society’s journal Stamp Lover. The society website now includes a fully 
searchable index to the first 100 years-worth of articles and this can be found at 
www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps  
    If you wish to consult a particular volume or article you may purchase a photocopy 
(copyright permitting) or purchase a copy of the back issue in question (subject to 
availability), please email the Library as to your requirements at 
nps@ukphilately.org.uk, or you may borrow (in person or by post) a bound volume 
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containing the issue in question (subject to availability) if you are a member of the 
National Philatelic Society. 
 
 
Julian Chapman Memorial Scholarship The 2008 scholarships have been awarded 
to Thomas Slemons FRPSL and Jim Kotanchik, both from America. They will be 
studying the postal history of Suffolk and British official sealing labels and tapes 
respectively. 
    Applications for a 2009 scholarship should be directed to The Julian Chapman 
Memorial Scholarship, The Royal Philatelic Society London, 41 Devonshire Place, 
London W1G 6JY. The closing date for applications is 30 September 2009. 
 
 
New Cartor Website Security printer Cartor has a new website up and running. Go 
to www.cartor.com to learn more about this supplier of postage stamps to Royal Mail 
and many other post offices around the globe.  
    As the Walsall Security Printers website at www.wsp.co.uk states: “Cartor has 
gained a highly prized reputation with the world’s postal administrations as a 
specialist among specialists. They have developed, and continue to develop, a range 
of sophisticated printing techniques including finely detailed genuine 22 carat gold 
foil blocking and high precision embossing solutions. They have been responsible for 
some unique issues such as holograms, thermography, flockage, perfumed stamps and 
even stamps that contain real seeds.” 
    This new Cartor website and that of Walsall will be of interest to anyone who 
enjoys seeing the technical side of stamp production and the sophisticated output that 
can now be achieved by the use of techniques that would have been unthinkable even 
a short while ago.  
 
 
Dublin Postal Museum and Archive Although there is no definitive news on plans 
for the proposed museum at the GPO building in O’Connell Street, I am assured that 
all the background work is proceeding apace. The Bulletin will keep you informed 
when there are more firm details to report on. 
    An Post (the Irish Post Office) is to be congratulated at having decided to place 
such an important emphasis on its postal heritage at a time when some countries, such 
as Belgium, in effect mothballed its postal museum some time ago with no signs that 
it will ever reopen. 
    Incidentally, work on moving our own British Postal Museum & Archive to the 
Churchward Village site at Swindon is progressing well behind the scenes and 
hopefully many readers will have learned about its progress at the recent Spring 
Stampex exhibition and through the BPMA Newsletter. Be sure to regularly visit 
www.postalheritage.org.uk for all the latest information on this exciting development. 
 
 
New Editor for Stamp Lover The Council of the National Philatelic Society has 
appointed Michael L. Goodman as the new editor of its bi-monthly magazine Stamp 
Lover. The appointment to the honorary post became effective in January, in time to 
see the February edition to press, and Mr. Goodman also joins the National’s Council. 
    Michael L. Goodman, 61, has been a member of the National for more than 20 
years and attends its monthly Saturday meetings regularly. In recent years he has 
reviewed and reported for Stamp Lover the diverse displays, which take place at these 
meetings.  
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    His main collecting interests are the USA and Great Britain from early to modern 
and he is a packet secretary of the American Stamp Club of Great Britain. He is also 
honorary secretary of Twickenham and District, his local philatelic society, which this 
year celebrates its 60th birthday. 
    Mr. Goodman is a journalist by profession, working freelance as a writer on 
personal finance and business matters. His work appears regularly in The Weekly 
Telegraph, the overseas edition of the Daily Telegraph, and in Estate Agency News, 
the trade paper for residential estate agents. 
    He said: “I am honoured to be following in the footsteps of our distinguished 
former editors and in particular that great philatelic writer Fred Melville, who founded 
Stamp Lover a century ago and whose articles on philately are written in a style that is 
still easy to read despite the passage of time. I also wish to thank the former editor 
David Alford and his team who successfully relaunched a re-designed magazine last 
year. With the London 2010 Festival of Stamps coming up, it’s going to be an 
exciting and busy time for the National and for the Stamp Lover.” 
 
    Stamp Lover appears six times a year and is free to members of the National 
Philatelic Society. The Society holds its monthly meetings in London and 
occasionally elsewhere in the UK. All meetings, except the AGM, are open to all. If 
you are interested in attending or would like to know more about these, the regular 
issues of Stamp Lover or the Society’s renowned philatelic library, please contact the 
Hon. Secretary, Peter Mellor, at NPS, c/o The British Postal Museum & Archive, 
Freeling House, Phoenix Place, London WC1X 0DL, telephone: 020 7239 2571, e-
mail: nps@ukphilately.org.uk or visit www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps  
 
 
Publication Received The latest issue of Topical Time (ISSN 0040-9332) sees the 
start of volume sixty – a major milestone for this American thematic magazine that 
appears bi-monthly.  
    Within its 100 pages can be found many items of interest to members, plus special 
features about Shakespeare & Co the book store, Women’s Suffrage, Railways of 
India, the Argon System for tracking animals, and an extensive 2008 index – a good 
mix of subject matter.  
    The main article of interest to me for this issue, however, has been written by 
Richard Wheeler, the Chairman of the UK counterpart to ATA, the British Thematic 
Association (BTA). In seven pages Richard tells the story of the evolution of puppets 
which first appeared in Gibbons Stamp Monthly but now has a new audience across 
the pond. Almost 40 illustrations, including some on the colour cover add to the 
interest of this article,. 
    Enquiries: For membership details write to The American Topical Association, PO 
Box 57, Arlington, TX76004-0057, USA or visit www.americantopicalassn.org  
 
 
ABPS Dealer Patrons The ABPS has re-launched this scheme whereby dealers are 
invited to join with them in supporting youth philately by becoming a ‘dealer patron’.  
Patrons are invited to make a donation of £100 or more. 
    All of the money received through this scheme goes directly to support the work of 
The Stamp Active Network/National Youth Stamp Group. Their work includes youth 
corners at major national and regional events, organisation of the national stamp 
competitions (both Stamp Active and The British Youth Stamp Championships) and 
the ‘Planet Stamp’ website and much more. 

mailto:nps@ukphilately.org.uk
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    Those who support the scheme are entitled to use the 2009 Dealer Patron logo, they 
can also include benefits for APBS members in the membership leaflet and have a 
link to their website from the ukphilately site. 
    Dealers and members of the philatelic community who have already supported the 
scheme are: Bill Barrell, The Benham Group , Bill Bird, Corbitt Stamps Ltd, 
Grosvenor Philatelic Auctions, Harmers, Mike Holt, Philangles, Richardson & Copp,  
Rushstamps, Mary Weeks, Essex Stamp Auctions and Spink & Sons. It is hoped that 
many more will support this work again this year 
   Enquiries: Cheques should be sent to: ABPS, 3 Longfellow Road, Banbury OX16 
9LB 
 
 
BPMA DVD The second of three deluxe double-disc box sets presenting all the key 
films of the GPO Film Unit on DVD for the first time was released on 23 February. 
    Created in 1933 out of the ashes of the Empire Marketing Board Film Unit, the 
GPO Film Unit was one of the most remarkable creative institutions that Britain has 
produced. A hotbed of creative energy and talent, it provided a spring board to many 
of the best-known and critically acclaimed figures in the British Documentary 
Movement, including John Grierson, Alberto Cavalcanti, Basil Wright and Harry 
Watt. Their work embraced public information films, drama-documentary, social 
reportage, animation, advertising and many points in between. 
    The British Postal Museum & Archive (BPMA), in partnership with The BFI 
National Archive, Royal Mail and BT Heritage has curated and preserved the 
legendary output of short films produced by the GPO Film Unit. This second volume 
covers 1936-1938 and represents the Unit at its creative height. It includes much-
loved classics such as Night Mail, the experimental animations of Len Lye and 
Norman McLaren, and Harry Watts’ first forays into drama-documentary with The 
Saving of Bill Blewitt and North Sea as well as other neglected works, many of which 
will be available for the first time since their original release. 
    This second DVD set is entitled ‘We Live in Two Worlds’ and is not just important 
in cinematic terms, but provides a valuable and fascinating insight into 1930s Britain. 
The discs are presented in a deluxe box with a 100-page bound book containing 
introductory essays, film notes and selected biographies.  
    Included on the two disks are the following films: Rainbow Dance, The Saving of Bill 
Blewitt, Calendar of the Year, The Fairy of the Phone, Night Mail, Roadways, Trade Tattoo, 
Big Money, We Live in Two Worlds, N or NW, A Job in a Million, Book Bargain, What's On 
Today, Love on the Wing, The Horsey Mail, The HPO, News for the Navy, Mony a Pickle, 
North Sea, Penny Journey, The Tocher, God’s Chillun. 
    Volume one, ‘Addressing the Nation’ was released last September. Volume three, 
‘If War Should Come’, is released on 13 July 2009. 
    Enquiries: For further information on the GPO Film Unit project see 
www.bfi.org.uk/gpo. The selling price is £24.99. The catalogue number is BFIVD759 
/ E UK / 1936-1938 and is in black and white, and colour, with optional subtitles for 
the hearing-impaired, 257 minutes / DVD-9 / ratio 1.33:1. 
    Available from The British Postal Museum & Archive, Product Sales, Freeling 
House, Phoenix Place, London, WC1X 0DL; Phone 020 7239 5125 or online at 
http://shop.postalheritage.org.uk  
 
 
The Hobby Gene Family historians among the readership may have seen recently the 
report by www.findmypast.com that reckons around one third of people have the so-
called ‘hobby gene’.  
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    It appears on average that 26% of Brits share a pastime or profession with some of 
their ancestors and that this is not simply confined to the older generations still alive 
because 19% of under-35s are similarly “infected”, despite the widespread use of 
technology, or maybe even partly because of it. The Scots and Irish produce the 
highest percentage at 31%, while London comes in second place with 27%.  
    I certainly have my father and uncle to thank for introducing me to the hobby of 
stamp collecting at an early age and imagine that many readers can also relate to these 
interesting statistics. Individual pastimes were not singled-out in the report for special 
mention, but let’s hope that philately came high up on the list of hobbies that still get 
passed between the generations. I have always found that there is nothing to match the 
enthusiasm of a loved-one in generating interest among young potential collectors of 
tomorrow. 
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STAMP SCENE 
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Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 
 
 
Stamp Events Listing 
2009 
6-10 May  IBRA / Essen 2009, Essen, Germany 
27-31 May  Bulgaria 2009, Bulgaria. 
30 July-4 August Korea 2009, Seoul, Korea 
Late August  Hong Kong 2009, Hong Kong SAR 
16-19 September  Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
21-25 October  Italia 2009, Rome, Italy www.italia2009.it  
5-7 November  Autumn Philatex, London 
December  Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
4-6 December  Monacophil 2009, Monte Carlo 
 
2010 
24-27 February Spring Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
8-12 April  Antwerpen 2010, Antwerp, Belgium 
5-6 May  Philatex Extra, London 
8-15 May  London 2010 – Festival of Stamps, London 
15-18 September Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk  
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
27-31 October  South Africa 2010, South Africa   
  
 
Boots Labels Update Reader Robert Bostock has kindly provided details of more 
Boots-type labels to add to the listing in a previous issue of the Bulletin. 
    1996 China Stamp Exhibition Hong Kong ’96 (Hong Kong). Unbranded  
  Label. 

Indonesia ’96 (Indonesia). Unbranded label. Numbered. 
    2002 Japex ’02 (Japan). Boots branded. 
    2006 National Stamp Exhibition, Torquay 2006 (UK), Unbranded label. 
The Machin Collectors Club also issued a sheet that apparently exists in Enschede and 
Questa versions of the unbranded labels. 
    In addition to the above, there are at least two variants known for each of the 
following:  
    1996 Bangkok ’96. Two different designs on unbranded labels, at least one  
  of which is numbered. 
    2001 Hong Kong 2001. Silver or red overprint on Boots branded label. 
    2006 Washington 2006 World Philatelic Exhibition. Two different designs  
  on unbranded labels. 
    Finally, the Penny Black and Two Penny Blue Rushstamps labels that I included 
and recorded as having been issued circa 2000 were probably issued much earlier, as 
Robert received a mailshot from the company postmarked in December 1995 bearing 
the Penny Black version. 
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Worpex 2009 Worcester Philatelic and Postcard Society will be holding WORPEX 
2009 on Saturday 9 May between 10am and 4pm at Oldbury Park Primary School, 
Oldbury Road, St John’s Worcester WR2 6AA.  
    There will be specialist society meetings, over 30 dealers selling stamps, postal 
history, postcards, albums, catalogues and accessories. Admission is 50p and there is 
a large free car park. 
    Enquiries: For further information visit www.worpex.com  
 
 
ThematiX ’09 The dates for this national thematic show are now confirmed as Friday 
26 and Saturday 27 June at The Jester Suite, Harlequins Rugby Club, Langhorn Drive 
Twickenham TW2 7SX.  The venue is a short walk from Twickenham Railway 
Station, or by road M25 junction 12 - M3 – A316.  
    Hours of opening are Friday 10:30 am to 6:00 pm, Saturday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
and 20+ thematic dealers will be present. It is a ground floor location and there will be 
ample free parking available. 
    Enquiries: Contact Paula and Philip Cant on 01256 415699, visit 
www.paulacantstamps.co.uk or email Bob Lee at boblee@thematix.co.uk. The 
ThematiX website is to be found at www.thematix.co.uk  
 
 
Stafford Stamp Show 2009 On 19 and 20 June at the Staffordshire County 
Showground, 50+ national & international dealers will be in attendance. On the 
Saturday, the event will be hosting the Midland Philatelic Federation Spring 
Convention & Inter Society Competition.  Doors open 11am - 6pm (Friday) and 10am 
- 4pm (Saturday). 
    Enquiries: For further information visit www.jrs-stamp-shows.co.uk/, email 
info@john-rice-stamps.co.uk or telephone 01785 259350.  
 
 
Yorkshire Convention The 63rd annual convention of the Yorkshire Philatelic 
Association will be held at Sheffield Wednesday Football Club in the Hillsborough 
Conference Centre on 20 June between 09.30am and 4.30pm. 30+ dealers will be 
attending and there will be specialist society meetings, free admission and plenty of 
parking. The event is sponsored by Cavendish Philatelic Auctions and The British 
Postal Museum & Archive. 
    The web address quoted alongside has 13 interesting PDF articles taken from the 
society’s journal Sheffield Philatelist that are well worth reading if Sheffield postal 
matters interest you. The site overall is a fine example of what a local philatelic 
society website can/should look like. 
    Enquiries: Either telephone 0114 2302020 or visit www.sheffieldps.org.uk  
 
 
Midpex 2009 The newly-built Xcel Centre at Canley, Coventry, is set to hold the 
largest Midpex ever with over 50 dealers and 45 specialist societies taking part.  
    Supported by Cavendish Philatelic Auctions, The Midland Philatelic Federation 
and the Association of British Philatelic Societies, Midpex 2009 will feature display 
material covering many different aspects of collecting. ABPS will also hold its AGM 
and Council Meeting during the day. There will also be display meetings by the 
British Thematic Association, The Canadian Philatelic Society, the Postal Order 
Society and the Oriental Philatelic Society. 
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    Chairman of the Organising Committee, Bryan Jones, said “Whatever you collect, 
there will be something for everyone at this show. With some of the best dealers 
taking part, you will surely find something to add to your existing collection but it is 
also a chance to talk to other collectors with different interests and to view their 
displays. It will not only add to your knowledge but may start a whole new collecting 
area for you.” 
    Midpex 2009 takes place at the Xcel Centre, Canley, near Coventry on Saturday 11 
July 2009 from 10am until 5pm. Entry will be free. A shuttle bus will be available 
from Canley railway station. The venue will be sign-posted from the A45 for those 
travelling by car. It is expected that the event will be opened by The Lord Mayor of 
Coventry and there will be a special appearance by “Rowland Hill”.  
    Enquiries: For more information, including a full list of dealers and societies taking 
part as well as directions to the venue, visit the web site at www.midpex.co.uk  
 
 
BT Archives For those readers with an interest in the telephone systems within 
Britain, once managed by the Post Office prior to privatisation in 1984 of course, you 
may be interested in knowing that BT has an active archival unit based at the Holborn 
London telephone exchange.   
    BT is the world's oldest communications company, with a direct line of descent 
from the first commercial telecommunications undertaking in the world.  
    Enquiries: To make an appointment to visit telephone 020 7440 4220 or email 
archives@bt.com.   For those simply wanting a summary of BT’s history, then a visit 
to www.bt.com/archives is a must.  
 
 
Universal Mail UK This postal operator from New Zealand is currently marketing 
ten different hang-sell flat-sheet booklets depicting London icons for use on 
international letter and postcard mail leaving the UK.  These may be posted in any 
Royal Mail pillar box or Post Office, are self-adhesive, bear phosphor lines and were 
printed by security printer Joh. Enschede of the Netherlands. 
    Enquiries: visit www.universalmail.co.uk or write to Universal Mail United 
Kingdom, PO Box 59318, London NW8 1DJ. 
 
 
Cricket Philatelic Society The interesting cricket-related displays at Spring Stampex 
included material from the CPS, formed in 1997. There are over 100 members from 
around the world and the society provides appropriate facilities to enable members to 
contact each other about their hobby and to buy, sell and exchange cricket philatelic 
material.    
    The society also assists in the compilation of records of cricket stamps and 
postmarks and to periodically publish album leaves for the “Cricket Stamp Album”. A 
website exists and there is a quarterly newsletter entitled “Wickets”. 
    Enquiries: For membership details write to Derek Gallimore, 30 Pinewoods 
Avenue, Hagley, Stourbridge DY9 0JF. Membership costs just £6 (UK) or £10 
(overseas). The society’s website is located at http://www.cricketstamp.net  
 
 
200 Years Young A special issue of 10 stamps celebrates 200 years of postal services 
in Australia and reflects the contribution they have made to the everyday lives of 
Australians over the last two centuries. Today, Australia Post’s services touch the 
lives of millions of people everyday – from traditional letters and parcel services 
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through to logistics, fulfilment, identity services and database management. 
    The press release concludes: “After 200 years, there is no doubt that Australia Post 
continues to be a part of everyday life in our nation – yesterday, today and 
tomorrow.”  
    The stamps are all 55c values and depict First Post Master, Early Post Office, Early 
Post Box, News from home, Early airmail, Home delivery, Post-war immigration, 
Retail PostShop, Express Post (letter boxes), and Part of every day.  
    The series comprises several formats, including gummed stamps,  a FDC (gummed 
or self-adhesive), self-adhesive booklet, self-adhesive sheetlet, large Prestige booklet 
including an imperforate sheetlet, postal and numismatic cover, stamp pack, 
chequebook of 20 sheetlets, maximum cards, coils of 100, strips of self-adhesives and 
a collector pack. For the one of everything collector this amounts to A$263.55 
(approximately £120).  
    The general public can vote for their favourite Australian stamps of all time from a 
choice of 150 designs and the top five choices will be reissued as the second set in 
this celebratory series on Australia Post’s bicentenary day (26 June). There will be a 
third set, details of which are under wraps at the time of writing this article. 
    A unique website has been created to enable people to see all the events being 
planned for this important milestone in the history of Australia Post. Visit 
https://200years.auspost.com.au/ to learn more about the Australia Post story, 
bicentenary activities, details of a new book and documentary, the new stamps and 
coins and a schools education programme.  
    A lovely set of stamps for anyone interested in the history of the posts. 
 
 
100 years of PCGB Last month saw the publication of a book entitled 100 Years of 
the Philatelic Congress of Great Britain 1909-2009 by Colin Searle. I saw the pre-
publication draft copy and therefore know that it promises to be an excellent 
publication in its final form. It is A4-sized and in full colour throughout, with at least 
one page being devoted to each Congress held. It contains a fascinating historical 
record of Congress ephemera including proofs, cancellations, labels, photographs, 
menus, postcards, programmes and much more besides. 
    Once the promised copy has been received it will be given an in-depth review here, 
but in the meantime why wait? Be aware that it is available now directly from Colin at 
a price of £36, plus £3 P&P, for non-members of ABPS affiliated societies, or the 
price plummets to just £18, plus £3 P&P, to members of ABPS affiliated societies.  
    Most active collectors in the UK are likely to fall into the latter category and 
benefit from the reduced price. However, if not currently qualifying for the discount, 
why not join a society – it is bound to be cheaper than paying the full book price and 
you’ll benefit from the knowledge and friendship that a specialist or local society 
offers.  Visit www.ukphilately.org.uk/index.htm to see a database of affiliated 
societies. 
    Enquiries: Email Colin at searlec@gmail.com, or write to him at The Old Post 
Office, 1 Wellesbourne Road, Barford, Warwick CV35 8EL. Cheques should be made 
payable to “ABPS Ltd” and the name of the ABPS affiliated society to which you are 
a member is required if claiming the discounted price.   
 
 
 
WDYTYA?  The majority of readers of the Bulletin are philatelists, but some will 
also have an involvement with the hobby of family history. The same can be said of 
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the British Postal Museum & Archive, indeed they have far more family historians 
utilising their resources than they do philatelists. 
    At the end of February, BPMA took part in the annual three-day Who Do You 
Think You Are? Live, the national history show held at Olympia in London. When I 
visited on the opening day, the venue was packed and the staff members were kept 
constantly busy at their stand answering many questions from the thousands of 
visitors, as the accompanying photograph reveals.  
 
 
Spring Stampex I have not received details of the number of collectors attending 
Spring Stampex, but there was a real buzz about the place and attendance has to be up 
on recent shows. See the separate report on the show elsewhere within this Bulletin. 
    Visitors were promised demonstrations in the art of cricket ball making, but sadly 
Gary Brown, president of the Australian Philatelic Federation and the owner of 
Platypus Sporting Goods, tragically lost his son, daughter-in-law and three 
grandchildren in the devastating fires that swept his country recently, which 
understandably meant that he could not attend. Instead, the Stampex organisers had an 
informative display pillar comprising the facts about the fire and news cuttings that so 
graphically illustrated the carnage. Donations were collected throughout the time of 
the show in aid of the Victorian Bushfire Appeal and I am sure that collectors showed 
just how generous they can be. 
 
 
ATA The American Topical Association has recently relocated its central office 
following the appointment of Vera Felts of Carterville as its next Executive Director. 
The new mailing address is: ATA, PO Box 8, Carterville, IL62918-0008 USA. 
    Enquiries: For membership information about the largest thematic association in 
the world, visit www.americantopicalassn.org  
 
 
Bath Postal Museum  This well-loved museum has recently put on show a selection 
from its collection of GPO model vehicles and greetings telegrams for visitors to 
enjoy as part of its current special displays. Fans of the BBC series Larkrise to 
Candleford may be interested to know that research for the postal aspects of the series 
was carried out at the Bath Postal Museum.  
    Enquiries: Bath Postal Museum, 27 Northgate Street (on the corner of Green St.), 
Bath BA1 1AJ. Telephone: 01225 460333, email: info@bathpostalmuseum.org or 
visit www.bathpostalmuseum.co.uk  Opening times are 11.00am - 5.00pm - Monday 
to Saturday (4.30pm in winter). 
 
 
British Postmark Society Following my comments in the March website review of 
the BPS about the yellow background colour of the site being tiring on the eyes, the 
webmaster, John Enfield, has changed it to a much more restful pale blue. It transpires 
that the yellow was only intended as a short-term colour designed to represent the 
golden jubilee of the society. 
    Enquiries: Go to www.britishpostmarksociety.org.uk to see this useful site. 
 
(2389 words) 
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STAMP SCENE 
June 2009 

Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 
 
 
Stamp Events Listing 
2009 
30 July-4 August PhilaKorea 2009, Seoul, Korea www.philakorea.com  
Late August   Hong Kong 2009, Hong Kong SAR 
12 Sept 2009  
-10 Jan 2010   Birmingham PS 125th anniversary exhibition, Birmingham  
   Museum, Birmingham 
16-19 September  Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
25-27 September StampExpo 400, Albany NY, USA www.stampexpo400.org  
21-25 October  Italia 2009, Rome, Italy www.italia2009.it  
5-7 November  Autumn Philatex, London www.stampshows.net  
December  Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
4-6 December  Monacophil 2009, Monte Carlo www.oetp-monaco.com  
 
2010 
24-27 February Spring Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
9-12 April  Antverpia 2010, Antwerp, Belgium 
5-6 May  Philatex Extra, London www.stampshows.net 
8-15 May  London 2010 – Festival of Stamps, London  
   www.london2010.org.uk  
15-18 September Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk  
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
27-31 October  Jo’burg 2010, Johannesburg, South Africa   
  
 
Advance Notice Between 12 September 2009 and 9 January 2010 collaboration 
involving the Birmingham Philatelic Society and the Birmingham Museums and Art 
Gallery (BMAG) will see an exhibition that celebrates the 125th anniversary of the 
Birmingham PS, founded 1884. This is believed to make them the second oldest 
stamp club in the UK behind Plymouth (founded 1876?).  
    More details will be supplied nearer the time but, in the meantime, why not visit 
www.birminghamphilatelic.co.uk for details of the society and some useful articles.   
     
 
Stamp mirror Fancy yourself on a British stamp? Of course you do. Ok, so aside 
from on Smilers labels we all know that this is not feasible. However, Soner Ozenc, 
who is a product designer working on a wide range of materials and manufacturing 
technologies, has produced the ideal substitute.  
    He markets a wall mirror that is frameless with perforated edges and a cut-out of 
Her Majesty’s head, as used on British stamps, at top right. So, every time anyone 
admires themselves in the mirror the “stamp” image changes.  
    This fun item appears to be well produced in laser-cut acrylic, is British made and 
comes in different sizes (small at £17.95, medium at £37.95 and large at £47.95) and 
colours (silver or gold mirrored surface).   
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    Enquiries: Visit www.hiddenartshop.com and choose the designer’s name from the 
drop down menu. 
 
 
Linn’s Goes Digital Linn’s Stamp News is an excellent American weekly philatelic 
newspaper that keeps its readers up-to-date with the world of philately, naturally with 
an American slant. By the time the printed edition reaches the UK, the news is not as 
current as it might be, so now anyone with a computer can read the complete edition 
online on the day of publication and at over 90% less cost than the printed version.  
    A subscription for 52 issues of Linn’s, plus 12 issues of Scott Stamp Monthly and 
several bonus features such as an Archive of previous issues of both titles dating back 
to the beginning of 2008 costs a mere US$9.99 (£7.32 when I subscribed back in 
February).  A weekly email advises when the latest edition has been uploaded and it is 
also possible to subscribe to a free monthly newsletter about the latest stamp issues 
and news from around the world.  
    Articles that are of particular interest can be printed in colour or black and white on 
your home printer and new content is always under consideration, making a 
subscription even better value over time. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.linns.com and pay online by card.  
 
 
Stuart Rossiter Memorial Lecture The Stuart Rossiter Trust is pleased to announce 
that the 2009 lecture will be given by Tom Slemons, at 5.00pm on Friday 6th 
November at the Royal Philatelic Society London with the title British County Postal 
History, Research and Discovery. 
    Tom Slemons FRPSL, will tell attendees about his research and the information 
available from many varied sources.  How he is bringing the information together to 
give a clear picture of the postal operations, postal markings, and other aspects of 
county postal history. Tom will explain, with the aid of a Power Point presentation 
and a display how his experience in the research and discovery process can be of help 
to others with interest in British County postal history.  His forthcoming books on 
Suffolk postal history will show how the many parts of the postal history puzzle came 
together. 
    Tom Slemons was awarded one of the Julian Chapman Memorial Scholarships for 
2008 to help him undertake research work for his Suffolk postal history books. 
    Enquiries: Free admission is by ticket only on application to: The Stuart Rossiter 
Trust, c/o David Beech, The British Library, Philatelic Collections, 96 Euston Road, 
London, NW1 2DB, UK or DRBeech@btinternet.com. Early application is advised. 
 
 
Blists Hill This Victorian town had its own reconstructed Victorian Post Office open 
on Saturday 4 April as part of the Canal Street development project. Note that it is not 
an operational Post Office, although it is understood that cards and letters can be 
mailed from the site. 
    This new Post Office was developed by the BPMA using archival records held in a 
file about an old Post Office close to the Ironbridge Gorge Museum site and will, in 
due course, incorporate a working stationer’s within the premises, as was often the 
case in days gone. From around December of this year there will be an upstairs 
gallery looking at the role of the Post Office in the community. 
    Enquiries: More information will be provided as the year progresses, but in the 
meantime visit www.ironbridge.org.uk for the latest news about the Post Office and 
many other attractions of the Blists Hill site.  
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ABPS/FIP Joint Seminars During the weekend of 6-8 November this year the 
Association of British Philatelic Societies and FIP will be hosting a series of seminars 
on Aerophilately, Postal Stationery, Revenue Philately and Traditional Philately. 
    Enquiries: If you are interested in attending, contact Stamp World Exhibitions, 
Suite 101b, Business Design Centre, 52 Upper Street, Islington, London N1 0QH, or 
email briantrotter@btinternet.com 
 
 
PostExpo 2009 This annual postal industry event will this year be held at the 
Deutsche Messe, Hannover, Germany on 29-30 September. Over 4000 visitors from 
100 countries attend and help shape the future of the postal services around the world.  
 
 
Friends of BPMA The Friends recently visited the Frogmore Paper Mill at Apsley in 
Hertfordshire where the Paper Trail Project is located. The Victorian Fourdrinier 
paper making machine was in operation at the time of our visit and it was fascinating 
to see this ancient machine belching steam. 
    I have mentioned the mill previously and now that I have been in person can 
recommend it as a great day out for anyone interested in industrial machinery and 
paper making techniques. The shop, restaurant and, during the summer months only, 
the opportunity of a canal trip all add to the fun of this “visitor experience”. 
    Enquiries: Paper Trial Project - visit www.thepapertrail.org.uk or write to Apsley 
Paper Trail, Frogmore Mill, Fourdrinier Way, Apsley, Hemel Hempstead HP3 9RY 
for further details. 
    Friends of BPMA – write to Avice Harms, Membership Secretary, Friends of the 
BPMA, 13 Amethyst Avenue, Davis Estate, Chatham ME5 9TX. Membership 
currently costs £15 (UK) or £20 (overseas) per year.  Cheques should be made 
payable to 'The Friends of the BPMA'. 
 
 
Henry VIII The Gibraltar Post Office has recently issued an attractive set of stamps 
on the theme of Henry VIII, perfectly completing our own Tudor series.  
    Henry VIII (1491 - 1547) was King of England and Lord of Ireland, later King of 
Ireland and claimant to the Kingdom of France, from 21 April 1509 until his death. 
Henry was the second monarch of the House of Tudor, succeeding his father, Henry 
VII. He was a significant figure in the history of the English monarchy. 
    Gibraltar has dedicated a stamp series and sheetlet to Henry VIII and each of his six 
wives, plus his ship the Mary Rose. Face values of the counter sheet stamps range 
from a very reasonable 10p through to just 51p, while the philatelic miniature sheet 
bears a £2 face value and shows Henry VIII outside Hampton Court Palace. 
     Enquiries: Visit www.gibraltar-stamps.com and choose stamps/stamps 2009/Henry 
VIII from the menu options. 
 
 
Royal Grandchildren The Gibraltar Post Office has also issued stamps depicting the 
Royal grandchildren.  They describe this as “a very special stamp issue as it's the first 
time HM Queen Elizabeth II's grandchildren have all appeared in stamps”.  
   This issue comprises eight stamps; eight gutters pairs and a limited edition special 
folder presented inside a laminated sleeve containing all the stamps and gutter pairs 
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alongside informative text and portraits of the royal. The centre pages display the 
Royal family tree. 
    HM The Queen's eight grandchildren are Viscount Severn and Lady Louise 
Windsor born to Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex and Sophie, Countess of Wessex; 
Peter and Zara Phillips born to the Princess Anne, The Princess Royal and her first 
husband, Captain Mark Phillips; Princess Beatrice of York and Princess Eugenie of 
York born to Prince Andrew, Duke of York, and Sarah, Duchess of York; Prince 
Henry of Wales and Prince William of Wales sons of the late Diana, Princess of 
Wales and Prince Charles, Prince of Wales. 
 
 
StampStore Walsall Security Printers’ specialist fulfilment division, The Philatelic 
Bureau*, has recently opened “StampStore”, a new, worldwide, one-stop on-line shop 
for the philatelist. On offer is a range of specialist solutions designed to help the 
collector store, protect and display their collection in pristine condition.  
    This range of cost-effective black stamp carriers, or stockcards, has been designed 
to suit the majority of individual stamps, strips and sheets and is manufactured to the 
same quality as the carriers used by many leading stamp authorities around the world. 
The materials used are all carefully selected for safe, long-term archiving, from the 
special 270gsm acid-free, black stamp board and the permanently bonded 75 micron 
optically clear polyester foil cover sheet to the low rated pH adhesive bonding.     
    On launch day I purchased a sample pack of carriers to undertake this review. It 
was a simple case of clicking on the carrier format required, adding the items to the 
shopping basket and following the instructions. I can report that the order was 
received the next day in a Jiffy bag bearing postage stamps and was accompanied by a 
copy of my invoice/despatch note and a leaflet about the full range of carriers 
available. This was a very efficient online delivery service and I can confirm that the 
carriers function as I would have hoped.  
    The carriers vary in price depending on the size chosen, but all are in packs of ten 
supplied within a reusable StampStore plastic envelope. Typical carriers include a 
small size (stock number M000AA), measuring 148mm x 103mm overall with a 
single strip at £1.60, and a large card (stock number M00004), measuring 152mm x 
206mm overall with four strips at £2.00 per pack. Postage and VAT is added to these 
prices at the Checkout. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.stampstore.uk.com to see the full range of carriers on offer 
and to place an order. 
 
*The Philatelic Bureau was established by WSP as the result of an economic and 
logistic relationship with the Dutch Postal Service, TNT. Purchased outright in 2000 
it has grown steadily to become a highly successful, independent philatelic bureau 
service. It has produced over 7million FDCs and 8.5million presentation packs, 
including the processing of many of the more recent stamp issues for Royal Mail. 
 
 
BPMA and Ancestry The BPMA has partnered with Ancestry.co.uk™, leading 
social and family history website, to make Post Office appointment books from 1831 
to 1960, fully searchable and available online for anyone interested in researching 
their family history.  
    Prior to 1831 appointment records were not kept uniformly over the country and 
separate series were produced. In 1831 centralised employment records were first 
created by the Post Office by copying the relevant minute numbers and brief details 
relating to appointment, transfer, dismissal, resignation, retirement, or death. 
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    BPMA already has these appointment books microfilmed. The next stage is to scan 
the microfilm and then create a linked index on www.ancestry.co.uk, making these 
fascinating records fully name-searchable for the first time. 
    More information will be made available when the project is nearing its 
completion. 
 
 
Tony Conder Retires Tony Conder, the founding CEO of The British Postal 
Museum & Archive (BPMA) retired from the BPMA on 9 April 2009.  
    During his 5 years as CEO he led the establishment of a combined archive and 
museum collection based at Freeling House, Mount Pleasant, London. Reflecting on 
his role, he commented: "Royal Mail's bold step to establish a charitable trust to 
manage its archive and take on the running of its museum collection has been a 
fascinating challenge. It has been a privilege to be part of the development and lay a 
foundation on which others can build". 
    Brian Goodey, Chairman of the Postal Heritage Trustees, noted: "Tony's 
enthusiasm and advocacy have put the BPMA on the heritage map, bringing postal 
icons to new audiences. In beginning the search for a new CEO, we can confirm 
business as usual. All current projects, as well as curatorial and exhibition innovations 
are ongoing". 
    In the interim, Adrian Steel, Head of Projects and Programmes at the BPMA will 
be acting CEO, to whom all enquiries should be addressed. 
    I will personally miss Tony’s help and friendship down the years, especially as we 
were involved in several projects during his term of office including the transfer of the 
National Philatelic Society library to Freeling House, and I wish him and his wife 
much happiness in their retirement together. 
 
 
 (2,252 words) 
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STAMP SCENE 
July 2009 

Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 
 
 
Stamp Events Listing 
2009 
30 July-4 August PhilaKorea 2009, Seoul, Korea www.philakorea.com  
Late August   Hong Kong 2009, Hong Kong SAR 
12 Sept 2009  
-10 Jan 2010   Birmingham PS 125th anniversary exhibition, Birmingham  
   Museum, Birmingham 
16-19 September  Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
25-27 September StampExpo 400, Albany NY, USA www.stampexpo400.org  
21-25 October  Italia 2009, Rome, Italy www.italia2009.it  
5-7 November  Autumn Philatex, London www.stampshows.net  
December  Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
4-6 December  Monacophil 2009, Monte Carlo www.oetp-monaco.com  
 
2010 
24-27 February Spring Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
9-12 April  Antverpia 2010, Antwerp, Belgium 
5-6 May  Philatex Extra, London www.stampshows.net 
8-15 May  London 2010 – Festival of Stamps, London  
   www.london2010.org.uk  
15-18 September Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk  
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
27-31 October  Jo’burg 2010, Johannesburg, South Africa   
  
 
Colne Valley Postal History Museum Public open days will be held on Saturday 4 
July and again on Sunday 13 September when visitors can enjoy a display of 100 
restored British Post Office letter boxes at this excellent private museum located in 
the heart of East Anglia. There is no general public access outside of the open days 
other than by prior arrangement with the Curator. However, visitors are welcome by 
prior arrangement at any reasonable time. 
    New this year will be ten working stamp vending machines, 14 Victorian post 
boxes, 30 AA and transport signs of yesteryear and many other new additions. There 
will also be a stamp collector’s sales table and refreshments will be served in the 
garden.  
    Enquiries: Open to the public between 10am and 4pm, admission is free. Located at 
The Laurels, 109 Head Street, Halstead, Essex CO9 2AZ (look for the blue post box 
in the front garden). Those seeking further information can ring curator Steve Knight 
on 01787 474412, or visit www.cvphm.org. 
 
 
Julian Chapman Memorial Scholarship Applications are invited for this travelling 
scholarship from philatelists, wherever resident, wishing to study Commonwealth 
stamps or postal history. The scholarship, for a sum of up to £2,500, will be a 
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contribution towards travelling costs, accommodation and subsistence for a trip, 
particularly overseas. 
    Those wishing to apply should contact The Julian Chapman Memorial Scholarship, 
The Royal Philatelic Society London, 41 Devonshire Place, London W1G 6JY. 
Applications close 30 September 2009. 
 
 
Final Friends Sheet In 2002 The Friends of Thematica arranged the first of a series 
of souvenir sheets to be given free to visitors to the Thematica stamp exhibition, 
which was held twice a year in London. The series of sheets has traced the work the 
work of leading British stamp designer, Jeffery Matthews MBE. 
    The Friends had already planned an eighth, and final, sheet in the series, and this 
will be given free to all visitors to Midpex. The sheet has been printed by Cartor 
Security Printing, one of the principal suppliers to Royal Mail, in a limited edition of 
5,000.  
    The main responsibility of ‘Friends’ at the exhibition was to organise the various 
competitions (the John Fosbery Trophy, BTA Cup, and Barclays Cup youth 
competition). Although the exhibition is no longer being held, the competitions are 
continuing, and will this year be held as part of Midpex.   
    Midpex will be held at the Xcel Centre at Canley, near Coventry on July 11 from 
10am to 5pm. A shuttle bus will be provided to link the venue with Canley Station. 
 
 
War Tax Stamps A new publication from the Royal Philatelic Society London 
entitled ‘War Tax Stamps of the British Empire First World War – The West Indies’ 
has recently been published.  
    The press release states: “During the First World War, many countries in the British 
Empire issued stamps overprinted “War Tax”. This book covers those issued in the 17 
colonies of the British West Indies. It is an extensive and detailed illustrated study of 
these stamps from their origins through to the repeal of the enacting legislation.” 
Copies are available priced at £60 for non-members (£55 members), to which must be 
added postage of £7 (UK), £10 (Europe) or £20 (world). Payment by cheque, credit 
card or PayPal (via www.rpsl.org.uk) 
Enquiries: The Royal Philatelic Society London, 41 Devonshire Place, London W1G 
6JY. 
 
 
BPMA Library Catalogue Goes Online The British Postal Museum & Archive 
(BPMA) has uploaded the catalogue of its library, which is now searchable from 
www.postalheritage.org.uk/catalogue  
    The library, housed in the BPMA’s Search Room, London, has a fascinating array 
of books, journals and pamphlets about postal history and history of Royal Mail. It 
holds around 3,260 books and journals and covers a period from the eighteenth 
century to the present day. 
    There are thirteen main sections to the library - General Postal History, Transport, 
Technology, Military History, Industrial Relations, Journals, Local Postal History, 
Philately, Biographies, General Historical Reference, Savings Banks, Art and Design, 
and Fiction. 
    The oldest book that has been recorded in the library dates is John Watson's 
Gentleman and Citizen Almanac, which is part of the transport section. Other items in 
include a book on saucy seaside postcards by Ronnie Barker and The Penny Black 
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Anniversary book, celebrating the Penny Black's 150th anniversary and charting other 
famous stamps such as the 'Seahorses' Collection. 
 
 
London 2010: Festival of Stamps The British Postal Museum & Archive is offering 
three rooms to societies who wish to hold meetings during the period of the London 
2010 International Stamp Exhibition.  These rooms are offered free of charge. 
    The rooms are available at the Phoenix Centre, from 8 – 15 May 2010, from 9 am 
to 5pm, Monday to Friday.  Rooms are available outside these times (i.e. at the 
weekend and after 5pm) at a cost of £50/hour plus VAT. The Phoenix Centre is 
adjacent to BPMA, part of the Mount Pleasant Sorting Office complex and is just 10 
minutes by bus from the Business Design Centre, where the International Stamp 
Exhibition is being held. 
    The capacities of the rooms range from 20 to 140 persons, providing the ability to 
accommodate most group sizes.  Rooms will be allocated on a first come - first served 
basis, so you are advised to make enquiries as soon as possible. Refreshments can be 
provided, but these will incur a charge. 
    Enquiries: To book rooms, or for any further enquiries, contact the London 2010 
Project Officer, Jennifer Flippance, on 020 7239 2561 or 
jennifer.flippance@postalheritage.org.uk 
 
 
Stamp variations The Christmas 2008 and 2009 Darwin issues exist in the 
presentation packs without the rouletting to the backing paper, for they were supplied 
by the printers to Royal Mail as pre-cut singles. Post Office counters sheets of 
necessity bear rouletting to enable single stamps to be torn from the sheet. 
Rouletted (sheet) and non-rouletted (pack) variations of the above two issues are 
available from Tallents House. 
    Earlier special issues that included both varieties are the Christmas issues for 2005, 
2006 and 2007, plus the 2007 World of Inventions set, none of which are now 
available for sale, other than from stamp dealers.  
    Note that appropriate Year Books and Year Packs also invariably (but not 
exclusively) contain the non-rouletted version. 
 
 
The Gentleman Album Readers old enough to remember the album of speculative 
designs that David Gentleman produced back in the mid-1960s will be delighted to 
learn that they form the subject of an excellent full-colour 18 page downloadable PDF 
file available from the BPMA website.  
    This has been produced as part of the exhibition on the work of David Gentleman 
currently being held at BPMA, London during normal opening hours. David has 
designed 103 issued stamps for Royal Mail since 1962. This exhibition features the 
artwork for many of these and some designs which have never been seen in public 
before. It focuses on the revolutionary "Gentleman Album" of 1966, which had so 
much influence on British stamp design. 
search engine to download this 8.6mb file.  
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David Gentleman Design by Brian Webb and Peyton Skipwith, with a foreword by 
Alan Bennett.  BPMA is also selling a new book, unpublished at the time that this 
issue of the Bulletin was going to press, so I hope to do a review for this column when 
a copy is to hand. 
    Brian Webb runs his own design agency and has designed several stamp issues for 
Royal Mail (including the recent Pioneers of the Industrial Revolution issue from 
earlier this year), more recently under his sole name and previously when in 
partnership with Lynn Trickett, trading as Trickett and Webb. He was clearly in an 
ideal position to write this book. 
    The press release states: “This beautifully designed book provides an introduction 
to one of Britain's most eminent designer-artists, David Gentleman. It includes 
Gentleman's early wood engravings, stamp designs, book and magazine covers, and 
illustrations and posters, including his war protest and National Trust posters, the 100-
metre long Charing Cross Station mural and more.”  
    Enquiries: Priced at £10, it is now available online from www.postalheritage.org.uk 
or by telephoning them on 020 7239 5125. Copies of the earlier work “Artwork” by 
David Gentleman (as author) are also still available at £30 from the museum. 
 
 
ABPS Small Grants The aim of the ABPS Small Grants Scheme is to enable 
individuals, societies and/or Federations to undertake initiatives that require additional 
funding, which should be for activities that promote the hobby or encourage 
membership of a society.  
    Enquiries: Full details and applications for Small Grants should be sent to Peter 
O’Keeffe, 8 Stainer Road, Tonbridge TN10 4DR. 
 
 
China 2009 Exhibition The number of visitors reported at the recent world stamp 
exhibition in Luoyang is understood to possibly have been the largest ever such event 
in the history of the hobby. As many as three quarters of a million people are thought 
to have attended, most not being existing collectors of course. It is doubted that such 
an event will ever be equalled again, let alone be exceeded.  
    For many, the highlight of the show was the eight pages of material shown by 
permission of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II as extracted from the Royal Philatelic 
Collection. Visitors queued for as long as five hours to see these album pages. 
    British exhibitors did well in the competitive classes, with a Large Gold medal and 
candidate for the Grand Prix International being awarded to Alan Holyoake, while 
Gold went to Graham Booth, Dr Alan Huggins, Peter Motson (plus Special Prize), 
Brian Sole and Arthur Woo. Seven other British entrants won either Large Vermeil 
(6) or Vermeil (1) medals. 
    Enquiries: For a full record of British entries go to 
www.ukphilately.org.uk/frontpage/china2009.html  
 
 
24th UPU Congress More than 2,000 delegates from the UPU's 191 member 
countries gathered to discuss the major issues affecting the global postal sector today 
at the 2008 Congress held in Geneva, Switzerland.  
    The next event has been announced and is scheduled to be held in the capital of 
Qatar in October 2012, a first for that country.  
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Congress Medal The award for long-term service is the ABPS Congress Medal. This 
prestigious award is presented to just one person each year, together with a distinctive 
lapel pin, and is in recognition of dedication to the hobby over many years. The award 
is not for philatelic excellence, but for voluntary endeavours particularly at national 
level.  
   This year’s worthy recipient is Frank Soutar, who will be presented with his award 
at the centenary Philatelic Congress of Great Britain being held in Manchester this 
month. 
 
 
Tony Field The well-known stamp dealer Tony Field sadly died at the age of 78 
recently. A regular standholder at Stampex, he was on the Council of the PTS, the 
British trade body, and collected Edward VIII and Gibraltar.       
 
 
David Mellor the Sheffield-born designer died in May at the age of 78.  Known as 
the "cutlery king", he influenced British style for more than half a century, receiving 
the OBE, CBE and a lifetime achievement award from the V&A Museum for his 
outstanding contribution to design. 
    David designed the F-Type square pillar boxes for the Post Office. These were 
revolutionary in that they were made-up of rectangular panels instead of being cast, 
but very few are still in service as rust corrosion was a major problem.  
    He leaves a wife and two children - themselves both designers.  
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Stamp Events Listing 
2009 
12 Sept -10 Jan 2010  Birmingham PS 125th anniversary exhibition, Birmingham  
   Museum, Birmingham 
16-19 September  Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
25-27 September StampExpo 400, Albany NY, USA www.stampexpo400.org  
21-25 October  Italia 2009, Rome, Italy www.italia2009.it  
5-7 November  Autumn Philatex, London www.stampshows.net  
December  Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
4-6 December  Monacophil 2009, Monte Carlo www.oetp-monaco.com  
 
2010 
24-27 February Spring Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
9-12 April  Antverpia 2010, Antwerp, Belgium 
5-6 May  Philatex Extra, London www.stampshows.net 
8-15 May  London 2010 – Festival of Stamps, London  
   www.london2010.org.uk  
15-18 September Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk  
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
27-31 October  Jo’burg 2010, Johannesburg, South Africa   
  
 
Book Reviews: 
Collectables Manual: Cash in on the Credit Crunch by Jamie Breese. 160 near-A4 
full-colour pages with hardback cover. ISBN 978 1 84425 682 2. Published by 
Haynes Publishing, 2009. 
This enjoyable book by an established writer and broadcaster is not primarily aimed at 
the Bulletin readership, as stamps receive scant mention among the many other 
collectables competing for the attention of our disposable income. In fact, just a page 
and a half relate to stamps, where the author encourages us to: “try and find examples 
in the best condition possible”, which is sound advice.  As is his comment that: 
“Modern commemorative stamps tend not to be worth very much”. Unfortunately, 
when writing about the Penny Black, we are told: “Those in sheets... are worth the 
bigger bucks” – when did you last see a sheet of Penny Blacks for sale, even if it was 
outside of your price range.  
    In fact, almost the entire section on stamps, indeed most of the book, focuses on 
material that is probably beyond the purchasing power of many people’s funds, 
especially during these turbulent financial times. Considering the sub-heading of the 
book, “Cash in on the Credit Crunch”, it is also likely that few readers will have truly 
valuable items hidden away in their loft just waiting to be discovered. The author has 
often chosen to focus on the spectacular prices made in recent auction sales, which 
might make readers believe that stamp collecting and most other hobbies are not 
within their budget.  
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    The rest of the book covers around 160 other collectables that include the well 
established areas, for example postcards, Dinky model vehicles and Barbie dolls, 
through to the more unusual, such as Starbucks cards, Margaret Thatcher, kitchenalia 
and plastic furniture. So, if you are seeking a new collecting interest beyond stamps or 
possess items that have become collectables since first acquired and now wish to sell, 
then this manual is definitely a worthwhile purchase.  
Enquiries: Priced at £16.99 and available from high street and online retailers. For 
more information go to www.haynes.co.uk 
 
Marc Chagall on Postal Stamps by Mark Shleifer. 
(This book has not been seen, so the information is taken from the press release.)  
    In what is only the second full-colour handbook from the American Topical 
Association, author Mark Shleifer explains that the “description of Chagall’s 
paintings is difficult because his creativity was unique and out of the realm of many 
existing styles of art, such as impressionism, cubism and surrealism”. 
    There are 133 colour illustrations of stamps which show 120 different pieces of 
Chagall’s art work. These are divided into three categories: “Native Vitebsk” (where 
Chagall grew up); “Bible Legends and Ancient Greek Myths”; and “Love, Circus, 
Ballet and Fantasy”. 
    Enquiries: This book is now available from the American Topical Association, PO 
Box 8, Carterville, IL 62918-0018 for $16 plus postage of $2 (US), $3 (Canada and 
Mexico) and $5 overseas. Members of the ATA may deduct $2 from the price of this 
65-page book. 
 
100 Years of the Philatelic Congress of Great Britain 1909-2009 by Colin Searle.  
180 A4 full-colour pages with softback cover. ISBN 978-0-9561905-0-5. Published by 
ABPS Ltd., 2009. 
This new book covers the story of Congress from 1909 to 2009. It is fully illustrated 
with some rare material including proofs and original designs and is the first ABPS 
publication (apart from directories) for 17 years. It carries an introduction by Michael 
Sefi, Keeper of the Queen's Philatelic Collection, and there is at least one page 
covering each of the Congresses that have taken place. The book is well illustrated 
throughout in colour and the philatelic souvenirs pictured provide a great taster for the 
subsequent CD catalogue of such items that is currently in progress by Colin. 
    The press release fails to mention that the book goes beyond simply the write-up 
and pictures about each Congress, for it has other fascinating features interspersed 
between. There are articles covering “The Roll of Distinguished Philatelists” by Dr 
Alan Huggins, “What Happened at Congress Half a Century Ago?”, “How to 
Organise a Congress” and “Congress Memorabilia” by Martin Robinson, The 
Congress Medal” by Susan Oliver, “The Award of Merit” by Neil Russell, “The 
William Hooper Letter” by Richard Winter, “Humour at Congress” by Colin Searle 
and “Congress Personalities and their Connection with Congress”.  These articles add 
greatly to the enjoyment of this book. 
    The author comments that: “The new book is a great record of an important part of 
the philatelic history of this country and I hope that it will encourage everyone to 
attend Congress”.  I completely agree with these sentiments, as I have been to four or 
five such events in the recent past and have always found that they provide a great 
opportunity to mix with like-minded individuals in a relaxed atmosphere, to take part 
in discussions of importance to the hobby and to see some interesting displays.   
    This book competently demonstrates how Congress has developed down the years 
from its formal beginnings to the more relaxed style of today and why it is no less 
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relevant to collectors in the 21st century. It deserves a place on all Cinderella 
collector’s and philatelic historian’s bookshelves. 
    Enquiries: Available at £36, plus £3 P&P, for non-members of ABPS affiliated 
societies, or just £18, plus £3 P&P, to members of ABPS affiliated societies. Email 
Colin at searlec@gmail.com, or write to him at The Old Post Office, 1 Wellesbourne 
Road, Barford, Warwick CV35 8EL. Cheques should be made payable to ‘ABPS Ltd’ 
and the name of the ABPS affiliated society to which you are a member is required if 
claiming the discounted price.   
 
 
British Library Permanent Exhibition There is a permanent free exhibition of 
80,000 items on display on the upper ground floor, offering a unique opportunity to 
view many of the great rarities including the first stamps issued by Great Britain, and 
the first British colonial stamps issued in Mauritius in 1847. Other material shown 
includes early air mails and items reflecting the postal history of Poland during World 
War II. It is well worth a viewing and a recent visit by me revealed that there appears 
to be an increasing interest being shown from the public in general, which can only be 
good for the future. 
    Enquiries: Go to www.bl.uk/whatson or visit The British Library, 96 Euston Road, 
London NW1 2DB. 
 
 
Royal Patronage Her Majesty The Queen has agreed to be Patron to the London 
2010 International Stamp Exhibition, the fourth consecutive time that she has done so.  
    London 2010: Festival of Stamps is a yearlong programme of exhibitions, events 
and activities to mark the centenary of the accession of George V, the philatelist king. 
The festival includes the major international stamp exhibition at the Business Design 
Centre, Islington for stamp collectors. The British Postal Museum & Archive is co-
ordinating wider festival events and activities at venues across London and the 
provinces. 
 
 
Journals Received: 
Cross Post The twice-yearly publication of the Friends of BPMA appeared at the end 
of May. This full-colour 52 page A4 publication on quality paper contains a wealth of 
information that I am sure many Bulletin readers would enjoy reading. 
    This issue contains in-depth features about the Ironbridge project, the David 
Gentleman Album, National Savings, philatelic research methods, distributing the 
pensions, people in the Post Office and a new shape to a British icon (square pillar 
boxes). There are also book and electronic media reviews.  
    We are witnessing a period of intense activity by BPMA and much has been 
achieved in the past few months, especially in the areas of exhibitions, planning for 
Swindon and Ironbridge, cataloguing and acquiring new items. The magazine 
therefore rightly carries reports about all that the Friends and BPMA has been doing 
since the previous issue.  
    Enquiries: Write to Avice Harms, Membership Secretary, Friends of the BPMA, 13 
Amethyst Avenue, Davis Estate, Chatham ME5 9TX. Membership currently costs 
£15 (UK) or £20 (overseas) per year.  Cheques should be made payable to 'The 
Friends of the BPMA'. 
 
ABPS News   The latest 40 page A5-sized issue of ABPS News (April) contains the 
usual mix of society news and other philatelic information that is so essential to the 
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active collector. It also contains an interesting and detailed six page colour article by 
Francis Kiddle about the Philatelic Congress of Great Britain and its celebration of the 
centenary of the Penny Black in 1940.  
    It also advises that the ABPS is developing a new website over the coming months 
and it will be relocated to www.abps.org.uk  
    Phase one has already gone live and contains the ABPS Calendar of Events, while 
subsequent phases currently under development will include Society/Personnel 
Updating, Speakers and Displays. Other subjects are in varying stages of completion 
and uploading and a regular visit to the site will prove worthwhile. A full review of 
this new site will be undertaken by me in the World of Online Philately section in due 
course. 
    Enquiries: To contact the ABPS for general enquiries, write to Colin Searle, The 
Old Post Office, 1 Wellesbourne Road, Barford, Warwick CV35 8EL, telephone 
07879 665658, or email Colin at searlec@gmail.com 
 
 British Library Philatelic Collections Newsletter The Spring 2009 issue is to hand 
and leads with a story about how a Post Office Mauritius 1d “Ball cover” is currently 
on loan to the Library from the well-known collector Vickram Chand of Singapore. 
Described as one of the most important and iconic items in philately, three are known 
to have survived with two presently at BL. The second copy is in the Library’s 
famous Tapling collection, while the third resides in the Royal Philatelic Collection.  
    A full-page feature about the Universal Postal Union collection of postal stationery 
reveals that the UPU collection in the British Library was transferred from the British 
Post Office in 1963, and includes a postal stationery section held in 22 volumes and 
two file boxes. There are apparently many rarely seen items and the collection even 
includes some early meter stamp impressions with specimen overprints.  
    A news round-up, researcher’s note and details of the 2009 Rossiter Trust lecture 
complete this edition that has been ably edited as ever by Paul Skinner. 
    Enquiries: Go to www.bl.uk/collections/philatelic, E-mail philatelic@bl.uk or visit 
The British Library, 96 Euston Road, London NW1 2DB. 
 
 
American Topical Association For Americans living in Dayton, the National Topical 
Stamp Show held in June by the ATA offered visitors a “Stamps in Your Attic” 
review of holdings, along the lines of the British BBC Antiques Roadshow.  
    This feature was aimed at those with a query about a specific postage stamp or even 
a full stamp collection that was perhaps left to you and for which you sought a 
valuation or details of how to dispose. This was a popular feature and one that I 
imagine could prove equally useful if held at a UK philatelic exhibition such as 
Stampex or Philatex. 
    Enquiries: For information on the world’s largest thematic philatelic organisation, 
contact the ATA Central Office, P.O. Box 8, Carterville, IL 62918-0008 USA, email 
 americantopical@msn.com, or visit their website at www.americantopicalassn.org. 
 
 
BPMA Blog and Flickr Sites The Philatelic Database website has named the British 
Postal Museum & Archive’s blog as one of its Top 10 Stamp Blogs. The Philatelic 
Database is the leading online resource for philatelists, stamp collectors and postal 
historians. It features articles by eminent philatelists and specialists in their fields and 
can be found at www.philatelicdatabase.com  
    The BPMA blog began in March and features several new posts each week from 
BPMA staff and guest contributors in around 15 separate categories. 
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    For those readers unfamiliar with the term blog, it is defined by one website as: “A 
personal or corporate website in the form of an online journal, with new entries 
appearing in sequence as they are written, especially dealing with reflections or 
opinion, and typically incorporating links to other articles.” 
    When looking at the Flickr site while writing this piece, there were photographs of 
letter boxes, postal transport, uniforms, covers, public notices and much more besides. 
    Flickr is defined as: “An image and video hosting website, web services suite, and 
online community platform. In addition to being a popular website for users to share 
personal photographs, the service is widely used by bloggers as a photo repository.” 
    These are two further ways in which BPMA is reaching out to its public by 
embracing modern technology and by utilising popular social networking tools that 
are certainly not the exclusive domain of the young. 
    Enquiries: Visit http://postalheritage.wordpress.com for the blog entries and 
www.flickr.com/photos/postalheritage for the imagery site. 
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Stamp Events Listing 
2009 
9 September, 14 October, 11 November, 16 December    Strand Stamp Fair,  
   Royal National Hotel, London 
12 Sept 2009 -10 Jan 2010 Birmingham PS 125th anniversary exhibition,  
   Birmingham Museum, Birmingham 
16-19 September   Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
25-27 September  StampExpo 400, Albany NY, USA www.stampexpo400.org  
16-17 October  Scotex, Dewar Centre, Perth, Scotland 
21-25 October  Italia 2009, Rome, Italy www.italia2009.it  
5-7 November  Autumn Philatex, London www.stampshows.net  
December  Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
4-6 December  Monacophil 2009, Monte Carlo www.oetp-monaco.com  
 
2010 
24-27 February  Spring Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
9-12 April  Antverpia 2010, Antwerp, Belgium 
5-6 May   Philatex Extra, London www.stampshows.net 
8-15 May  London 2010 – Festival of Stamps, London  
   www.london2010.org.uk  
15-18 September  Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk  
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
27-31 October  Jo’burg 2010, Johannesburg, South Africa   
  
 
Business Customised Sheets  
    Aviation Heroes The heroic efforts of Pilots John Alcock and Arthur Whitten 
Brown in crossing the Atlantic non-stop in 1919 have been celebrated with a 
commemorative stamp sheet from Buckingham Covers. 
    A small number of the sheets are available signed by modern-day record breaker 
Capt Les Scott, World Speed Record Holder for his transatlantic flight in Concorde. 
The unsigned sheet is £26.95, signed by Capt Scott is £34.95 and either can be 
mounted ready for framing for an additional £5.00. 
    Moon Landing Anniversary To mark the 40th anniversary of the moon landing, 
Buckingham Covers have worked officially with the National Science Museum to 
produce a Stamp Sheet Presentation Pack. 
    Featuring images from the Science & Society Picture Library, the sheet marks the 
40th Anniversary of the Moon Landing by the Apollo 11 Mission crew and a limited 
number of the sheets are available signed by the 6th man to walk on the Moon, Dr 
Edgar Mitchell. The unsigned sheet is £26.95, signed by Dr Edgar Mitchell are 44.95. 
    Enquiries: Call 01303 278 137, visit www.buckinghamcovers.com or write to 
Buckingham Covers, Warren House, Shearway Road, FOLKESTONE, Kent, CT19 
4BF.  
 
 
Posters and Grille Cards There is a new website dedicated to the collecting of Post 
Office posters, grille cards and similar material that has been compiled by Dr Paul 
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Jones. He notes that: “What might be rubbish to you, only fit for the bin, might be 
hours of fun for me and other collectors.” 
    There are already over 500 such items illustrated, with about double that amount 
still to come and it offers a fascinating glimpse into how the Post Office has 
publicised its new stamp issues and other promotions since about the time of the 
introduction of the Machin definitives in 1967. English, Welsh and bilingual 
(English/Welsh) items are each separately recorded. 
    Special issues, Country definitives, Greetings stamps, stamp booklets, postage 
dues, postal rate changes, overseas agencies and dealers’ items are also covered in 
what is increasingly becoming a most useful site.  
    Enquiries: Visit www.freewebs.com/popos  
  
 
Bath Postal Museum at 30 The excellent postal museum at Bath has recently 
celebrated the 30th anniversary of its opening. Apparently, Bath was buzzing that day 
with many other events taking place to mark the opening and Tom Jackson (Secretary, 
Postal Workers Union) was the guest of honour. Bath has played a vital role in the 
development of the British postal service and boasts many ‘firsts’.  
    Enquiries: Bath Postal Museum, 27 Northgate Street (on the corner of Green 
Street), Bath BA1 1AJ, telephone 01225 460333, email info@bathpostalmuseum.org 
or visit www.bathpostalmuseum.co.uk  
    Opening Times are 11.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday (4.30pm in winter) 
They will also open by request for large groups on Monday or Sunday. 
 
 
Trollope On 26 June 2009, An Post, the Irish Post Office, issued a stamp to honour 
the life and work of Anthony Trollope.  
    Born in England in 1815, Anthony Trollope joined the Irish Post Office as a 
surveyor's clerk in 1841. During his time there, he began his writing career and wrote 
three novels, the first of which was The Macdermots of Ballycloran (1847). His fame 
today rests chiefly on two fictional cycles. The Barsetshire Chronicles are gentle 
satires of provincial life in the West Country, while The Palliser novels are gritty tales 
of political intrigue.  
    He left Ireland in 1859 and went on to have a successful career as a novelist and 
Post Office official. While his famous novels keep his name alive, those in the mail 
business honour him as a postal pioneer and the man responsible for popularising the 
pillar-box.  
   The new Irish stamp is based on an albumen print of Anthony Trollope taken in 
1864 by Julia Margaret Cameron. The stamp appears to mark the 150th anniversary of 
the departure of Trollope from Ireland. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.irishstamps.ie or write to General Post Office, O’Connell 
Street, Dublin 1, Ireland.   
 
 
Trollope Plaque When in London, a visit to 39 Montague Square, London W1, 
where Trollope lived from 1873, will reveal a Blue Plaque on the wall of these 
premises.  
    It is worded “Ulster History Circle / Anthony Trollope / 1815-1882 / Novelist / 
worked here as / Post Office / Surveyor” and is to be found under the balustrade on 
the west side of the Custom House, to the right of the steps. 
 
 

http://www.freewebs.com/popos
mailto:info@bathpostalmuseum.org
http://www.bathpostalmuseum.co.uk/
http://www.irishstamps.ie/


Birmingham PS Anniversary The Birmingham Philatelic Society is currently 
starting celebrations marking its 125th season with a packed programme of meetings 
and a revamped website (see the World of Online Philately feature elsewhere in this 
issue). 
    There is also an exhibition entitled “Birmingham Philatelic” at the Birmingham 
Museum and Art Gallery already open and running until 9 January 2010. This 
exhibition is a collaboration between the society and the museum and looks at the 
history of the postage stamp and the art of collecting. The majority of the objects will 
be loans from the society and the City’s Museums and Art Gallery’s world-famous 
Evans collection bequeathed by Thomas Evans who collected over 44,000 stamps 
over his lifetime. 
    Do try and get along to see this exhibition, as it is not often that the hobby has this 
sort of exposure in a non-philatelic environment. Although not officially a part of the 
Festival of Stamps planned for next year, the exhibition does run during the beginning 
of what is guaranteed to be an exciting year for British philately. 
    Enquiries: Admission is free and is open between the hours of 10am-5pm Monday-
Thursday and Saturday, 10:30am-5pm Fridays and 12:30pm-5pm on Sundays. The 
museum is in Chamberlain Square, Birmingham B3 3DH. Telephone 0121 303 2834, 
or visit www.bmag.org.uk   The Birmingham PS website is at 
www.birminghamphilatelic.co.uk  
 
 
‘Delivering the Mail’ The British Postal Museum & Archive (BPMA) has recently 
worked with Adrian Bradbury on his latest stamp sheet, ‘Delivering the Mail’, 
planned as the first in an annual BPMA series.  
    The BPMA, www.postalheritage.org.uk, cares for visual, physical and written 
records of over 400 years of postal heritage, and Adrian is supporting the BPMA’s 
charitable aims through the sales of this stamp sheet that is a visual interpretation of 
the early history of the Post Office from the 1635 proclamation by King Charles I 
through to the issue of the first uniforms supplied to London letter carriers in 1793.  
    The sheet is limited to 1,000 copies with design by Adrian Bradbury and printing 
by Cartor in France. It is priced at £28.99 and is available by sending a cheque 
payable to A G Bradbury at 3 Link Road, Stoneygate, Leicester LE2 3RS, or from his 
website at www.bfdc.co.uk (enter the stock code 30965 in the search box). It is 
understood that Royal Mail will also be stocking this sheet.  
 
    The British Postal Museum & Archive (BPMA) is the leading resource for all 
aspects of British postal history. It is a combined museum and archive, bringing 
together the Royal Mail Archive and a Museum Store. With collections ranging from 
staff records to stamps, poster design to photography and from transport to 
telegrams, it cares for the visual, written and physical records from over 400 years of 
innovation and service, illuminating the fascinating story of British communications. 
Records in the Royal Mail Archive are designated as being of outstanding national 
importance. For more information see www.postalheritage.org.uk  
 
 
Post Office Branding A growing number of Post Office branches are being 
rebranded to reflect the new red and white livery of The Post Office Ltd, replacing the 
red, yellow and green colour scheme used for the past few years.  
    The change is also reflected in the colour of stamp vending machines that are 
reverting to the more traditional red colour instead of the relatively short-lived 
turquoise. The first site to have the new overlays fitted to the outdoor ‘Thomas 
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Automatics 6002S’ stamp vending machines (SVMs) were Wakefield completed at 
09:57 on 18 November 2008, closely followed by Pontefract at 10:58 on the same 
date.  
    None of the internal stamp vending machines, which are also in turquoise, have so 
far been altered back to red and I do not have any information as to whether 
conversions will be carried out.  
 
 
Irish SVMs    The Irish Post Office now uses the same Thomas Automatics model of 
stamp vending machine, as found outside some 500 UK Post Office branches, but 
they are generally coloured green to reflect An Post’s corporate branding scheme. The 
one exception is at GPO Dublin in O’Connell Street, where the SVM has a special 
antique metal bronze front to match the nearby inset post boxes. 
    Irish stamp specialist Brian Warren kindly provided details of these machines, 
together with a photograph of the Tallaght location to share with Bulletin readers.  
    He wrote: “A new stamp vending machine which dispenses both the €5.50 and 
€8.20 self-adhesive booklets was introduced in late April 2008. To date, I have noted 
the new machine outside post offices at the GPO Dublin 1; Ballsbridge, Dublin 4; 
Rathmines, Dublin 6, and at The Square, Tallaght, Dublin 24. I do not know if they 
exist at any other offices, but do know that I was the first customer to use the machine 
at the GPO Dublin.  
    The new machines replaced machines dispensing €2 booklets or, in the case of 
Ballsbridge, an out of order €4.80 booklet, which was never converted to take a €5.50 
booklet. The machines only accept coins, but do give change. As far as I can recall, 
they are the Irish first stamp vending machines to give change. This type of SVM is 
also the first to dispense self-adhesive stamps in Ireland. An Post advised that 
dampness had affected earlier machines re self-adhesives and thus gummed booklets 
were used.” 
 
 
Sweden and Denmark Posts Merge The postal services of Sweden and Denmark 
have recently merged operations and formed a new jointly-owned company 
comprising over 50,000 employees and with sales in excess of 45 billion Swedish 
Kronor.   
    Only time will tell whether this merger will have an impact on the philately of both 
countries, but in the meantime it is expected that there will no obvious changes for the 
collector.   
 
 
BAMS The British Air Mail Society, formerly known as the British Aero Philatelic 
Federation, held its AGM at the end of May in the premises of The Royal Philatelic 
Society London, where two competitions were held once the business of the day had 
been concluded. After lunch, there was a grand display of Turkey by Bill Robertson, 
followed by a 355 lot auction. 
    The next event will be held at the same venue on 5 December when the Christmas 
meeting will include a display by Laurence Kimpton. 
    Enquiries: For details of membership contact WE Trower, Publicity Manager, 
BAMS, 192 Ferry Road, Hockley SS5 6JJZ. 
 
 
Obama Stamp Portrait An artist named Pete Mason from Staffordshire has created a 
stamp portrait of Barack Obama. Measuring 3ft by 4ft, it comprises around 2,000 



stamps giving a pixelated appearance. The artist claims that by choosing an everyday 
object, such as a postage stamp, and using it in an obscure manner it enables the 
audience to see ‘art’ with new eyes.  
    Enquiries: Visit www.thepostpopartman.co.uk to see this and other work by the 
artist, while http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/7838823.stm contains a small video of 
the stamp portrait being designed and discussed. 
 
 
Machin Banknotes The Bermuda Monetary Authority (BMA) released in February a 
set of six banknotes in $2, $5, $10, $20, $50 and $100 denominations. They are 
unique in that they include the Arnold Machin portrait of Her Majesty The Queen. Her 
portrait appears on the front left corner of each note and is much smaller than on previous 
Bermudian banknote designs, indeed it could easily be missed at first glance. 
    The press release from the BMA states that their Currency Unit had worked alongside 
internationally recognised, UK-based note printers De La Rue Currency to develop the look and 
features of the notes and that the portrait of Her Majesty the Queen used for this note series is 
“the traditional image of Her Majesty that is featured on the stamps of the UK”. 
    Reproduction restrictions on current banknotes brought about due to fears of 
potential counterfeiting means that I have not received permission from the BMA to 
illustrate them in the Bulletin, but a visit to 
www.banknotenews.com/files/tag-bermuda.html will reveal them in all their glory. 
    Copies of these notes should be available from banks in the UK, although tracking 
down uncirculated copies outside of the island may prove to be something of a 
challenge. Mint sets are available from coin and banknote dealers worldwide, but at a 
considerable price above face value. Expect to pay a figure of around £350 for a set 
with matching serial numbers. (The face value as at 6 July was around £116, as the 
currency is on a par with the United States Dollar.) 
 
 
RSA Design Directions Since its inception, the RSA (Royal Society for the 
encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce) has generated new and 
imaginative ideas to promote social progress. The RSA first established its awards 
scheme for students in 1924, with the aim of linking education and industry in 
beneficial partnerships. In its contemporary form, this scheme, which encourages 
students to use their skills to address social challenges, continues to identify, support 
and reward the most promising and creative students. 
    Stamp design is one of the categories competed for and the winners for 2008/9 are 
Lynessa Hancock, Courtney Mulllings, Sam Bestwick, Alicia Malkin, Kayleigh Smith 
and Kevin Daly. These students have each won various sums of money, internships 
and/or travel awards from Royal Mail and De La Rue.  
    The theme for the stamp design contest was the environment and the issues facing 
our planet. A visit to www.rsadesigndirections.org/design-directions/2008-
09/exh/index.php will enable you to see an online exhibition of all of the students 
work. 
 
 (2493 words) 
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Stamp Events Listing 
2009 
Until 10 Jan 2010  Birmingham PS 125th anniversary exhibition,  
   Birmingham Museum, Birmingham 
14 October   Strand Stamp Fair, Royal National Hotel, London 
11 October  Hinckley Stamp Fair, John Cleveland College, Hinckley LE10 1EL 
14 October, 11 November, 16 December    Strand Stamp Fair,  Royal National Hotel, London 
16-17 October  Scotex, Dewar Centre, Perth, Scotland 
21-25 October  Italia 2009, Rome, Italy www.italia2009.it  
5-7 November  Autumn Philatex, London www.stampshows.net  
11 November,   Strand Stamp Fair, Royal National Hotel, London 
13-14 November   Stafford Stamp Show, Stafford  www.jrs-stamp-shows.co.uk  
December  Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
4-6 December  Monacophil 2009, Monte Carlo www.oetp-monaco.com  
11-13 December  Veronaphil, Verona, Italy 
16 December      Strand Stamp Fair, Royal National Hotel, London 
 
2010 
24-27 February  Spring Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
25-27 February  Spring Philatex, London www.stampshows.net 
9-12 April  Antverpia 2010, Antwerp, Belgium 
5-6 May   Philatex Extra, London www.stampshows.net 
6-8 May   International Stamp Fair, Essen, Germany 
8-15 May  London 2010 – Festival of Stamps, London  
   www.london2010.org.uk  
18-19 June  Stafford Stamp Show, Stafford 
15-18 September  Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk  
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
27-31 October  Jo’burg 2010, Johannesburg, South Africa     
   www.joburg2010stampshow.co.za  
 4-6 November   Autumn Philatex, London www.stampshows.net 
12-13 November  Stafford Stamp Show, Stafford 
 
2011 
18-28 February  International Stamp Exhibition, Delhi, India  
August(?)  PhilaNippon, Tokyo, Japan 
 
 
New Books: 
David Gentleman: Design by Brian Webb and Peyton Skipwith, with a foreword by 
Alan Bennett.  Antique Collectors' Club, UK, 2009. Hardback with dust jacket. 96 
pages with many artworks reproduced in colour. ISBN 978-1-85149-595-5 
This book is another instalment in the highly acclaimed ‘Design’ series, this time 
looking at the work of contemporary designer David Gentleman (born 1930).  
    David's early training engraving designs on small boxwood blocks ensured that his 
unique style retains the characteristic intensity of the miniaturist even when it is 
enlarged. He attended the Royal College of Art in Kensington from the autumn of 
1950, and was tutored by some of the finest artists of the time, including Edward 
Bawden and John Nash. Lithography became his medium of choice and he has since 
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worked on projects as diverse as designs for postage stamps and wine labels to the 
hundred-metre long panels at Charing Cross Station.  
    The book is filled with imagery from David’s long and distinguished career, 
covering all aspects of his work, not just postage stamps. He has never been one to 
shy away from assisting any cause that he believes in, including the Stop the War 
Coalition, where he makes a strong political statement through his powerful and bold 
imagery.  
    The author, Brian Webb is a designer, with several stamp issues to his name, and 
visiting Professor at the University of the Arts London. Peyton Skipwith is an 
independent art consultant. 
    Enquiries: Priced at a mere £10 (published price is £12.50) it is now available to 
purchase online from www.postalheritage.org.uk or by telephoning BPMA on 020 
7239 5125. Copies of ‘Artwork’ by David Gentleman (as author) are also still 
available at £30 from the museum, as above. 
 
 
GPO: Design this is advance notification that a new 96 page book in the ‘Design’ 
series entitled ‘GPO: Design’ (ISBN 978-1851495962) will be published on 1 June 
2010 by the Antique Collectors' Club. It is based on the poster collection of the 
British Postal Museum & Archive, London, and tells the story of the Post Office and 
the use of design in its visual communications.  
    The Post Office depends on effective communication to alert the wider population 
of the whole variety of services that it provides. Before the age of the internet and of 
television, the Post Office pioneered the use of graphic design and of cinema as tools 
of public relations.   Accordingly, it placed itself at the heart of a global community 
that spanned the British Empire. The idea of community as a flow of information and 
defined as communication is at the heart of the Post Office and what it means to 
people throughout Britain and the world. This book is a celebration of communication 
and identity as important parts of design in Britain during the twentieth century.  
    The author, Paul Rennie, is Head of Context in the School of Graphic Design at 
Central St Martin's, London. He also wrote the ‘Festival of Britain 1951: Design’, 
book in this series. 
 
 
Boots labels Reader Robert Bostock advises that there is another previously 
unrecorded Boots label to report from our associates in Japan. It relates to Stamp 
Show '06 held at Asakusa in Tokyo and is on an unbranded sheet. 
 
 
Mr Cheng A Swedish artist, Eric Ericson, mails items such as violins, television 
remote controls, rubber gloves, cans of food, etc., through the post from various 
countries. There is nothing unusual about that until you realise that he never wraps the 
items in protective packaging, choosing instead to put the address and postage directly 
onto the item. Most objects appear to have got through the system without damage, 
which is a real credit to the postal services, but it is not recommended that you follow 
suit! 
    He has produced a book of his work and a minimalist website can be visited at 
www.to-mr-cheng.com  
 
 
Smilers Catalogue Readers may be interested to learn that the second edition of 
Ridgewood Design’s Customised Stamp Sheets of Great Britain catalogue is in the 
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process of being compiled and will be published either later this year, or early next 
year, in time for the 2010 International Stamp exhibition.  
    The work has had to be completely re-written to include all the new sheets, types 
and varieties and the compilers are busy re-formatting, editing and extending it at this 
time. 
    Enquiries: Keep up to date with Smilers news and availability of the new catalogue 
by visiting www.smilers-info.com  
 
 
New Publication British Empire Civil Censorship Devices World War II: Australia, 
New Zealand & Pacific Islands by John Little. The publicity flyer states that this is 
section five of a series and that it “will soon go to print”.  
    Details of the number of pages, format and binding, etc is not indicated, but if this 
subject interests you then contact the author at 34 Widney Lane, Solihull B91 3LS. 
The price, including postage will be £23.50 to UK, £26 to Europe and £28.60 rest of 
world. 
 
 
Blists Hill This month should find the new “Post Office in the Community” 
exhibition open to the public at Blists Hill Victorian town, where you will be able to 
see the Hen and Chicks pentacycle and many other fascinating items from The British 
Postal Museum & Archive (BPMA) collection on display.  
    Moving away from the Victorian era, you will be able to explore the important role 
that the Post Office has played in the community, and look at the services that the 
Post Office has provided throughout its history and how these have changed. 
    Enquiries: For more information, visit the BPMA website at 
www.postalheritage.org.uk/ironbridge and for opening times and how to get there, go 
to www.ironbridge.org.uk or call 01952 884391. 
 
 
Midpex This event was held at its new venue, the Xcel Leisure Centre in Canley, 
Coventry back in the summer. I understand that over 700 people had attended by 
lunchtime, so it was well patronised. Unfortunately, this brought about its own 
problems in that the aisles were far too narrow to cope with the numbers, especially 
for the several electric wheelchairs in use. Also, despite the building having opened 
just six months ago, there was no air conditioning and it was intolerably hot within.  
That said, the event certainly had a buzz about it and it was encouraging to see so 
many collectors enjoying a philatelic day out. 
 
 
Bath Postal Museum Displays 2010 The 26 year reign of King George V saw 
massive changes to the British way of life from the effects of the First World War to 
improvements in transport and communications. All of this affected the postal service, 
and in their turn they were affected by it. 
    From spring to autumn 2010 the Bath Postal Museum will have displays of postal 
artefacts illustrating these changes. Some of the events to be covered include the 
British Empire Exhibition, prisoner of war mail, the effects of inflation on postal 
rates, advertising, transport, the Jubilee celebrations and the start of a-speedy air mail 
service. 
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Festival of Stamps Launch The nationwide Festival of Stamps is to be launched in 
March 2010 from Bath, by the Bath Postal Museum. On the morning of Tuesday 23rd 
March 2010 Lord Bath will send a message by carrier pigeon to the Mayor of London, 
Boris Johnson, with all good wishes for both the Festival of Stamps and the London 
2010 Exhibition. The message will be received by the Mayor of London and the actor 
Richard Briers later that day, accompanied by Alan Huggins as Chairman of the 
Festival of Stamps Advisory Committee. At the same time that the pigeongram leaves 
Bath, Lord Bath will wave a flag in the centre of the City to send a cavalcade of 
vintage postal vehicles on their way to London. 
 
 
BPMA Podcast The British Postal Museum & Archive (BPMA) has launched a 
podcast at www.postalheritage.org.uk/podcast. This is the first time that they have 
produced a podcast and this is one of the first philatelic podcasts in the UK. Where 
possible, they are enhanced with images. 
   Every year the BPMA offers a series of talks in which specialists and experts 
explore different aspects of the history of the British postal service. The podcasts will 
consist of talks from last year’s programme, and more will be added on an ongoing 
basis. 
    The first podcast is a recording of former Postmaster General Tony Benn looking 
back at the establishment of Girobank. The talk was held at the BPMA 16 October 
2008. 
    The Girobank was instigated by Tony Benn and opened by Prime Minister Harold 
Wilson in 1968. This landmark initiative extended banking services to people on low 
incomes and revolutionised the transfer of money in Britain. It was the first UK bank 
to offer free banking to personal customers, the first to develop telephone banking, 
and it revolutionised the transfer of money in Britain. Its operations are now part of 
the Alliance and Leicester Group. 
    The podcast is part of an ongoing initiative to increase the BPMA’s presence on the 
web. The BPMA also has its own blog at http://postalheritage.wordpress.com/ and a 
presence on Flickr at www.flickr.com/photos/postalheritage  
 
 
40 Years of Independence The postal administrations of Guernsey and Jersey are 
this month celebrating forty years of independently operating their own postal 
services.  
    Transfer occurred on 1 October 1969 and I vividly remember the excitement 
surrounding this event when I attended my first-ever stamp exhibition at the Seymour 
Hall in London around the day of the launch of the stamps. I was just 13 and could 
only afford to buy the sets to 1s9d, the high values of 2s6d to £1 being more than I 
was willing to pay, as the £3.75 cost for both sets equates to £87.98 today using 
average earnings as the basis for the calculation.  
 
 
40 Years a Corporation This month also sees the fortieth anniversary of the assets of 
the old GPO (General Post Office) transferring from that of a government department 
with a Royal Charter to a Statutory Corporation. At the same time, responsibility for 
telecoms was given to Post Office Telecommunications, the successor to the GPO 
Telephones Department. 
    More recently, on 5 April 2007, the Government published the Dissolution of the 
Post Office Order, 2007, whereby the old Post Office statutory corporation was 
formally abolished with effect from 1 May 2007. 
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    The government has given a £1.7 billion subsidy to Royal Mail so that it can turn a 
profit by 2011. This will be used to invest across the whole Royal Mail Group 
network, which is made up of Royal Mail, Post Office Ltd and Parcelforce. 
    On the day of transfer a set of four stamps was issued on the theme of postal 
technology. They were, at that time, unique in the annals of British philately because 
they had been printed by De La Rue at its Gateshead banknote printing factory using 
what the company said was a revolutionary new process called ‘Delacryl’. It was 
actually a refined version of lithography, which of late has become the process used 
for most special issues and some definitives rather than gravure. 
 
 (2101 words) 
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Stamp Events Listing 
2009 
Until 10 Jan 2010  Birmingham PS 125th anniversary exhibition, Birmingham Museum,  
   Birmingham 
5-7 November  Autumn Philatex, London www.stampshows.net  
11 November  Strand Stamp Fair, Royal National Hotel, London 
13-14 November   Stafford Stamp Show, Stafford  www.jrs-stamp-shows.co.uk  
December  Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
4-6 December  Monacophil 2009, Monte Carlo www.oetp-monaco.com  
16 December   Strand Stamp Fair, Royal National Hotel, London 
 
2010 
24-27 February  Spring Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
9-12 April  Antverpia 2010, Antwerp, Belgium 
5-6 May   Philatex Extra, London www.stampshows.net 
8-15 May  London 2010 – Festival of Stamps, London  
   www.london2010.org.uk  
15-18 September  Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk  
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
27-31 October  Jo’burg 2010, Johannesburg, South Africa   
  
 
 
New Catalogues 
British Decimal Self-adhesive Postage Stamp Books ~ Supplement One compiled 
by Graham Eyre.  
The first edition of the Self-adhesive Stamp Books catalogue was published in 
September 2005 by the Modern British Philatelic Circle (MBPC). It records all 
aspects of Royal Mail self-adhesive stamp books in considerable detail, containing 
over 500 information packed pages, contained in a quality binder. It covers issues up 
to the end of 2004 and the first supplement is now available. This new publication 
consists of 175 pages of which 64 are new pages and 111 are updated. It covers all 
issues up to and including Christmas 2008.  
    For anyone with an interest in what is still a comparatively new collecting area, (the 
first British self-adhesive stamp booklet did not appear until 1993), this catalogue and 
its first supplement is a must, as is membership of the MBPC. The amount of detail 
that has been amassed is staggering, enabling you to collect in a specialised manner, 
or on a more basic level.  
    There are two sets of prices covering the price of a supplement or, since the number 
of new pages means that it is unlikely that you can fit everything into your existing 
binder, a fully inclusive price for a supplement and additional binder.   
    These prices are: 
Supplement only: £11 UK, £14 Europe, £14 Surface ROW, £18 Airmail ROW. 
Supplement with binder: £16 UK, £19 Europe, £20 Surface ROW, £26 Airmail ROW. 
    The original catalogue is still available priced at £29.50 (including UK post & 
packing) which generously includes free membership of the Circle for one year. 
For Europe the price is £35.50, (to cover additional postage), which also includes free 
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membership of the Circle for one year. For the Rest of the World email Keith 
Woodward for rates. 
    Enquiries: To order a catalogue and/or supplement contact Keith Woodward, 14 
Chedington Avenue, Mapperley, Nottingham NG3 5SG or email him at keith2@mbp-
circle.co.uk Payment may be made by cheque in sterling, made payable to MBPC, or 
by Credit / Debit Card. 
 
Stanley Gibbons’ Great Britain Specialised Stamp Catalogue – King Edward VII to 
King George VI. Volume Two. 
A press release advises that this multi-award winning catalogue, published in 
September of this year, is the standard reference work for specialist collectors of the 
popular "Four Kings" period of British Philately, from 1902-1952. Background 
information is given for all issues, with full details of plate markings, sheet 
arrangements, inks, papers and shades, with helpful guidance on identification. 
Essays, proofs and colour trials listed and priced. Many plate flaws are illustrated and 
priced and numerous shades, not listed in the GB Concise catalogue, are also priced 
mint and used. Detailed listings of control numbers and marginal plate markings are 
provided for the specialist. Booklet panes, postage dues, officials and Channel Island 
issues complete the catalogue.  
    Priced at £39.95 it is available from Stanley Gibbons, stamp dealers and all good 
book shops. 
 
Stanley Gibbons’ Great Britain Concise 2009 Edition. 
The Great Britain Concise Catalogue lists and prices all British stamps from 1840 to 
early 2009, with every different stamp design illustrated in full colour. Listings 
include changes of watermark, perforation, shade and phosphor. First day covers, 
PHQ Cards, presentation packs, booklets, postage dues regionals, official stamps, 
postal fiscal and Post Office label sheets (Smilers) all listed and priced. 
     The 2009 edition has been extensively updated with all prices reviewed and 
revised in line with the current market. Free GB collectors guide included and free £5 
voucher to redeem either by mail order or in person when spending over £25 at 
Stanley Gibbons. 
    Priced at £39.95 it is available from Stanley Gibbons, stamp dealers and all good 
book shops. 
 
 
 
KEVIII Goes Online The British Postal Museum & Archive (BPMA) has digitalised 
all stamp artwork and proposed stamps from the reign of Edward VIII. From Friday 
28 August 2009, it has been possible to view the whole collection via the BPMA’s 
online catalogue at www.postalheritage.org.uk/catalogue  
    The death of King George V on 20 January 1936 and the consequent accession 
of Edward VIII resulted in ambitious plans from the Post Office. It was decided that 
there would be three possible stamp issues. The first, with values to 1s, would be a 
temporary “Accession” issue to be produced as soon as possible. This would be 
replaced by a special “Coronation” issue. On the withdrawal of these 
commemoratives the first denominations of a “Permanent” issue would be released. 
    The accession stamps were very simple in format, quite different from any 
previous stamps, which reflected the new King’s desire for simplicity. They 
were based on a design submitted by a 17-year-old schoolboy Hubert Brown, 
though the Post Office did not acknowledge this. 
    The work of progressing designs for the Coronation stamps was entrusted to 
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the stamp printers Harrison & Sons. A lot of the portrait work was by Eric Gill, and 
essays were also produced featuring royal castles and famous buildings. The essay of 
Windsor Castle would have been the first truly pictorial stamp. 
    The King’s abdication on 11 December 1936 brought the whole progress to an 
abrupt end. 
    Although only four postage stamps were issued during the 10-month reign of 
King Edward VIII there is still a wealth of material in the BPMA collections, 
including all the work which went into creating the four Accession definitives – 
photographs, artwork, essays and issued stamps. The BPMA also holds all artwork 
and essays for the Coronation stamp, produced right up to the week of the abdication. 
    Douglas Muir, Curator of Philately at the BPMA commented: “This is part of an 
exciting project to make out unique collection of GB philatelic material available to 
everybody. More stamps, artwork and registration sheets will be added to our 
catalogue in the coming year. Look out for announcements on our website”. 
    The BPMA will be releasing further catalogues through the course of 2009 
and 2010, taking the cataloguing of stamp artwork into the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth II. 
 
 
 
Postage Stamp Machines Visit www.flickr.com/groups/stampmachines to see a new 
group whose aims are simply to share images of British stamp vending machines with 
anyone interested. At the time of writing there are already over 100 images, with more 
being added each week. Often, there is background information about the image and 
those more knowledgeable visitors can add information by way of a “Comments” 
box. 
    If you possess photographs of this important and specialised aspect of the history of 
the posts, why not “post” them to the site and let other like-minded folk enjoy them? 
 
 
 
TNT Post This company has now been operating in the UK for five years and has 
witnessed massive growth with 300 million items being delivered in its first year and 
over 2.5 billion today. It has already amassed a 14% share of the market and employs 
over 800 staff. 
   This information has come from Hellmail, an independent postal industry news 
service covering the UK and Europe, with a wealth of information on the choices now 
available, potential savings for business, guides for domestic postal customers, and a 
useful reference for suppliers, postal operators, regulators, mail rooms, hybrid mail 
services and industry practitioners. See www.hellmail.co.uk  
 
 
 
Monacophil 2009 Held under the high patronage of H.S.H. the Prince Albert II of 
Monaco, a new International Philatelic Exhibition ‘MonacoPhil 2009’ will take place 
on the Terrasses de Fontvieille, from December 4 to 6, 2009. 
    In conjunction with the traditional exhibition of ‘100 of the world's rarest stamps 
and philatelic documents of the world’, the show is turning the spotlight on Belgian 
Philately within a collective exhibition. 
    Enquiries: Office des Emissions de Timbres-Poste (Stamp Issuing Office of 
Monaco), 23 avenue Albert II, MC 98050 Monaco. Telephone (00 377) 98 98 41 41 
or e-mail oetp@gouv.mc 
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Auction News 
Cavendish Philatelic Auctions has a vast online database of all Cavendish sales back 
to January 2000 with over 100,000 lots, with extensive search facilities by sale 
number and title, category, cross reference and free text. Pre-sale estimates and prices 
realised make this a  most useful free resource from a company that has gone from 
strength to strength down the years. 
    You must be a registered user to access this area of their site and a one-time free of 
cost sign up is all that is required. Cavendish is fully compliant with the Data 
Protection Act and will never disclose your details to a third party.  
    The Cavendish website has recently been revamped and has a professional 
appearance and content that makes a regular visit essential. 
    Enquiries: www.cavendish-auctions.com  
 
Corbitt Stamps Ltd The next auction from this company will be held on Thursday 12 
November 2009 at the Swallow Hotel Gateshead. The sale starts at 12 noon and the 
catalogue is available online at www.corbitts.com  
    This auction house has expanded beyond postage stamps to now include coins, 
banknotes, medals, postcards, cigarette cards and autographs and the sales catalogues 
can all be found on their website for these other collectables. 
 
Alliance Auctions hold regular stamp sales and their catalogues comprising around 
1500+ worldwide lots per month can be downloaded from www.allianceauctions.com  
 
 
 
Gibraltar Archive Sold Just prior to this issue of the Bulletin going on sale, the 
complete 14 year official archive of unique stamp artwork and rare stamp proofs from 
Gibraltar was due to be auctioned. 
    The proofs of most stamps produced by the Bureau between 1993 and 2009 were 
split into individual lots and auctioned in a special catalogue auction. Valued at 
£517,795, the sale was conducted by the British company Universal Philatelic 
Auctions (UPA) on behalf of Gibraltar Philatelic Bureau Ltd.    
    The first 4,000 copies of the £10 catalogue were generously made available free to 
collectors and it was a rare opportunity to acquire this type of material, especially if 
your collecting theme was represented among the lots.   
    Any unsold items will be offered via the UPA unique reducing estimate and reserve 
system. This means that if you request the next free catalogue during November or 
December, then any unsold lots will be included in the January auction at 11% 
estimate (and reserve) price reduction, while any carried forward until the April 
auction will have a further 12% reduction, etc . 
     Enquiries: Write to Universal Philatelic Auctions, 4 The Old Coalyard , West End, 
Northleach GL54 3HE, telephone: 01451 86111, email  
info@upastampauctions.co.uk  or visit www.upastampauctions.co.uk  
 
 
 
Designs on Delivery: GPO posters 1930-1960 There may still just be time to view 
this BPMA exhibition at the LCC prior to its closure on 4 November. This exhibition 
is at the Well Gallery within the London College of Communication and it reveals the 
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cutting-edge of Post Office poster design from 1930 to 1960. Drawing on work by 
some of the 20th century's leading artists and designers, it explores how the Post 
Office communicated itself as a modern organisation and advertised its expanding 
network of services. 
    If you miss seeing the exhibition, then there is a free bookable talk entitled GPO 
Poster Design by Dr Paul Rennie, Head of Context in Graphic Design at Central Saint 
Martins, London, on the history and development of poster art and communications at 
the GPO. To be held on the 10 November 2009 at BPMA, Phoenix Centre, London 
from 19:00 to 20:00 hours, it will draw on the unique collection of posters in the 
Royal Mail Archive. 
    Enquiries: BPMA: Visit www.postalheritage.org.uk, email 
info@postalheritage.org.uk or phone 020 7239 2570.  
    London College of Communication: Elephant & Castle, London SE1 6SB. 
Telephone +44 (0)20 7514 6500. A location map may be downloaded from 
www.lcc.arts.ac.uk/docs/webmap.pdf  
 
 
 
Jersey in 2010 Jersey Post has announced its provisional special stamp issue 
programme for next year. Subjects are Girl Guide Centenary, Children’s Books, 
Maps, Petrology, Woodland Birds, Mail Ships, Jersey Regional Definitives, Roses, 
Anemones, Vintage Cars, Fresh Water Fish, La Cotte de St Brelade and Christmas 
Tree Decorations.  
    Using top local and international artists, and stamp printers from Austria, Australia, 
France and Ireland, there is almost certainly something to meet everybody’s interests 
here.  
    Enquiries: For further information and to order current stamp requirements online 
visit www.jerseypost.com  
 
 
 (2067 words) 

http://www.postalheritage.org.uk/events_archive/talk-gpo-poster-design
http://www.postalheritage.org.uk/events_archive/talk-gpo-poster-design
http://www.postalheritage.org.uk/
mailto:info@postalheritage.org.uk
http://www.lcc.arts.ac.uk/docs/webmap.pdf
http://www.jerseypost.com/


STAMP SCENE 
December 2009 

Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 
 
 
Stamp Events Listing 
2009 
Until 10 Jan 2010  Birmingham PS 125th anniversary exhibition, Birmingham Museum,  
   Birmingham 
December  Dubai 2009, Dubai, UAE 
4-6 December  Monacophil 2009, Monte Carlo www.oetp-monaco.com  
16 December   Strand Stamp Fair, Royal National Hotel, London 
 
2010 
24-27 February  Spring Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
9-12 April  Antverpia 2010, Antwerp, Belgium 
5-6 May   Philatex Extra, London www.stampshows.net 
8-15 May  London 2010 – Festival of Stamps, London  
   www.london2010.org.uk  
15-18 September  Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk  
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
27-31 October  Jo’burg 2010, Johannesburg, South Africa   
  
 
Sheffield 2011 A preliminary announcement has been received that the 2011 ABPS 
National Philatelic Exhibition will be held at Pond’s Forge International Sports 
Centre, Sheffield on Friday 6th and Saturday 7th May 2011. 
    There will be philatelic displays, talks and meetings, stamp and postcard dealers 
and an awards dinner among the attractions. Located in Sheffield city centre with on-
site parking, easy access to all public transport and the M11 motorway, plus close 
proximity to hotels, city centre shops, restaurants and entertainment it is clearly one 
for the diary. 
    Enquiries: For further information visit www.sheffield2011.org.uk  
 
 
 
ABPS News Editor After two years in the Editor’s chair, Hugh V Feldman has stood 
down to concentrate on a research project. He is succeeded by Dr John Gledhill who 
started his tenure from last month’s issue.  
    Enquiries: To contact the ABPS for general enquiries contact Colin Searle, The Old 
Post Office, 1 Wellesbourne Road, Barford, Warwick CV35 8EL. For editorial 
matters send copy to Dr John Gledhill, 4 Valletta Way, Wellesbourne, Warwick 
CV35 9TB, telephone 01789 842112 or email him at jmgstamps@jgledhill.me.uk   
 
 
 
Cavendish GB Auction The Great Britain sale was on Thursday 10 September and 
started with an 1840 House of Lords envelope addressed by the Duke of Wellington 
making £5,060 (Estimate £3,000) (Lot  858); the rare violet 1911 Aerial Post card sent 
by the founder to India made £1,495 (Lot 946). Then came the Angus Parker 2d blues 
transatlantic covers collection and a stunning 1843 cover to New York with 12 x 2d 
blues made £3,910 (estimate £750) (Lot 966), the following lot with 6 x 2d blues also 
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to New York, made £2,300 and Lot 978, a cover from Cornwall with a strip of 6 
SG36a was sold at £805. 
    An 1817 cover from Brazil with Rye Ship letter marking (Lot 1031) made a very 
healthy £2,990 and a Limerick Ship Letter cover of 1840 made £747 (Lot 1156) while 
the collection of Irish Railway Letter Stamps reached £1,495 (Lot 1187). 
    The auction of the Angus Parker collection of Coffee House Mail saw lots average 
well above estimate with Lot 1236, a Grays Inn Coffee House cover from 
Lincolnshire, selling at £1,265, a Horatio Hardy signed cover from a Coffee House to 
India in 1828 made £805 (Lot 1256), as did Lot 1264, the six Lloyds Coffee House 
covers. £1,380 was taken for Lot 1284, Mr Osmond’s Coffee House cover of 1685, 
while £1,955 was the top realisation in this section for Lot 1331, the 1840 illustrated 
letter sheet of the Colonial & Travellers Coffee House in Edinburgh. 
    Enquiries: www.cavendish-auctions.com  
 
 
 
Isle of Man Christmas Ruddy cheeked, white bearded and red cloaked…who could 
mistake Santa Claus? Like many mythical figures his appearance has evolved with 
time. He is one of the modern images of Christmas; steeped in emotion for the young: 
Santa the gift bearer: jovial and portly, otherwise known as ‘Father Christmas’, who 
laughs ‘Ho, Ho, Ho!’ and is drawn magically by reindeer through the night sky on 
Christmas Eve in a toy-laden sleigh. 
    This Isle of Man stamp issue illustrates the changing image of Father Christmas 
through the generations and just for Christmas the local rate postage is reduced to 30p 
with the IOM and UK values available in the form of ‘retail sheets’ and as a set of two 
stamps. The face values of the set are 30p, 33p, 56p, 62p, 81p and 90p. 
    Enquiries: www.iomstamps.com or email stamps@iompost.com  
 
 
 
Grosvenor Auctions reaches 50 On 23 September in their salerooms in the Strand, 
Grosvenor held its 50th auction. This was an exceptional sale to mark the occasion 
with the final total achieving £799,225. At just before 6pm the gavel came down on 
the 76,283rd lot to be offered at Grosvenor since its foundation in 1997. In the past 
twelve years, stamps and postal history sold through the company’s auctions have in 
sum realised over £36.2 million. The day’s total of 1,834 lots became the highest 
number of lots to be offered in a single day. 
    Billed as “An exceptional sale featuring Great Britain and countries of the British 
Empire”, the next sale is scheduled for later this month. Complimentary copies of the 
catalogue are available on request and will also be available to view on the Grosvenor 
website. Unfortunately, more detailed information was unavailable at the time of 
going to press. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.grosvenorauctions.com or wrote to them at Grosvenor 
Philatelic Auctions Ltd., 399 - 401 Strand, Third Floor, London WC2R 0LT. 
 
 
 
Journals received  
First Day Coverage is the newsletter of the Association of GB FDC Collectors. This 
A5 publication contains 24 pages and is targeted at those who love modern British 
FDCs. The October issue contains features on first day postcards, postmarked in a tent 
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(1969 Investiture), a crossword, the first regional definitive issue and other items of 
interest to its 300 members. 
    Enquiries: Contact Terry Barnett, Hon. Secretary, at 7 Mackets Lane, Hunts Cross, 
Liverpool L25 0QA or email sheridanfdcs@aol.com    
 
Methodist Philatelic Society Newsletter (ISSN 0140-9003) is a full colour 24 page 
quarterly publication for those interested in Methodism. Issue 152 contains articles 
about mail from missionaries in Tonga, meter markings, Brian Thompson’s Bible, 
Joshua Thomas – the parson of the islands, a cover from Rev D Cargill 1842, among 
several others.  
    Enquiries: visit http://methodistphilately.blogspot.com or contact the secretary, Mrs 
Sheila Kent, 3 Gayhurst Close, Moulton, Northampton NN3 1LQ or telephone her on 
01604 499468 
 
Topical Time, the bi-monthly journal of thematic philately from the American Topical 
Association, comprises 92 pages, some in colour, in an oversized A5 format. Issue 
357 includes feature articles on Puccini Operas, Ragamala Paintings, John Milton, 
Famous Douglas Commercial Aircraft and the 1928 Amsterdam Olympics.  
    The lead article for this issue relates to the National Topical Stamp Show 2009 and 
comprises a nine page report with many photographs and, especially useful to 
thematic exhibitors, eight full colour album pages from the Grand and Reserve Grand 
award winners. It is always useful to see how others lay-out their pages even when the 
theme is not collected and Beguiling Orbs of Beauty (the female breast from a western 
perspective) and The Canoe in Pacific Island Culture were no exception. 
    The magazine also includes the regular useful features on Cinderella’s, publication 
reviews, meter markings, postal stationery, postmarks, youth, units in action, chapter 
chatter, checklists, awards, etc. making it a must for all thematic collectors.    
    Incidentally, although it has always been the American “Topical” Association, I 
note that there is an increasing use of the word “thematic” within its pages, and even 
the American spelling “stationary” is now shown as “stationery”. Maybe they are 
slowly moving towards the day when they change the name of their association and 
journal title to bring them in line with the majority of the rest of the world, after all 
they could still be known as the ATA. 
    Enquiries: Write to ATA, PO Box 8, Carterville, IL62918-0008 USA, visit 
www.americantopicalassn.org or email americantopical@msn.com  
 
 
ABPS Events Diary As I type these words, the new ABPS diary of events has 
appeared online. It will clearly be of great interest to anyone wishing to attend a 
display at a national, local or specialist society and includes major exhibitions, fairs 
and auction sales too.  Usefully, it is also possible to search by geographical area and 
eight filters enable your search to be narrowed down.  
    I would like one day for it to additionally list society meetings / auction sales by 
type, for example all GB, airmail or thematic events across the UK grouped together, 
as with area, for I would welcome the opportunity of attending or being aware of 
relevant meetings / sales.  
    While still very much in its infancy, this resource is sure to develop into the place 
to go for information on forthcoming events. This new venture brings together so 
much useful information in one place and I hope that all societies will support ABPS, 
both by feeding them with the data and by joining the organisation. British philately is 
clearly still very much alive and extremely active. 
    Enquiries: visit www.abps.org.uk/Events.php?tmenu=2  
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Stamp Collecting Without Stamps? Not very easy you might say? All of those 
volunteer collectors working at Stamp Active Network, which runs Kids’ Corner at 
autumn and spring Stampex, would be the first to agree. Unfortunately they will 
shortly be faced with this problem, as stocks have run dangerously low. 
    Can you spare some stamps? Nice, clean singles, pairs, on or off cover are what 
they seek. Perhaps you collect them off your daily mail? However they come, the 
team will be grateful for any contributions you can make. Better items will become 
auction lots for the kids to bid on at Stampex, prizes in the tombola or for the 
competitions that they run. This request for help is especially important at this time 
with London 2010 Festival of Stamps just around the corner and the surge in demand 
that this is bound to generate. Thank you on behalf of the next generation of stamp 
collectors.   
 
    Enquiries: Please either bring your stamps to the Kids’ Corner stand at the next 
Stampex, or send them now while you remember to Dave Armitage, 2 Shut Lane, 
Earls Colne, Colchester CO6 2RE. Also visit www.planetstamp.co.uk to see the UK 
site for kids who collect stamps. 
 
 
 
Antwerp Stamp Show The international exhibition Antverpia 2010 will take place 
from 9-12 April at the Exhibition Centre "Antwerp Expo" in Antwerp, Belgium. 
    The exhibition celebrates the 120th anniversary of the foundation of the Royal 
Belgian Federation of Philatelic Associations, the oldest in the world. With over 
17,000m² in 4 halls, Antverpia 2010 will host among others the international FEPA 
and national Belgian exhibition of all classes, the international stamp exhibition 
"birds" (Birdpex) and competitive philately exhibitions with 2,000 frames. 
Furthermore, there will be more than 50 postal administrations and over 100 stamp 
dealers all looking forward to welcoming you in the city of Antwerp. 
    This exhibition takes place under the FEPA patronage and is fully recognized by 
the FIP. The organisers are also very proud to announce that Antverpia 2010 is under 
the High Patronage of HM the King and the Queen. 
    Enquiries: visit www.antverpia2010.com  
 
 
 
Stanley Gibbons entered the second half of its financial year in optimistic mood after 
lifting profits by 13 per cent in the first six months and making a strong start to the 
second half. Profit before tax for the six months ended 30 June 2009 jumped to 
£1.43m from £1.26m in 2008 on sales up 18 per cent to £9.6m. 
 
 
 
Paraguay Philatelic Library Centro Filatelico del Paraguay in collaboration with the 
Paraguayan American Cultural Centre has opened a new philatelic library at 
Asuncion. Anyone who can donate suitable material to the library is encouraged to do 
so to add to the 300+ items already received. 
    Enquiries: CFP-CCPA Philatelic Library, PO Box, Cassilla Correo 652, Asuncion, 
Paraguay. 
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Stampex ABPS Competitions There were many interesting competitive exhibits at 
Stampex this autumn and the Palmares detailing all the results is available at 
www.abps.org.uk/userimages/2009_Autumn_Stampex_Palmares.pdf  
    There will be a one-frame competition at Spring Stampex and details may be 
downloaded from www.abps.org.uk/userimages/file/Spring_Stampex_2010_Final.pdf  
This idea proved highly successful this past spring when over sixty exhibits were on 
show covering a diverse range of subjects.  I recommend having a go, as 16 pages 
must be within the reach of many readers.  Mind you, as the rules state: “Exhibitors 
should note that “One Frame” exhibits need to give an introductory page and the 
treatment should be as complete as possible in relation to the subject chosen. Thus, 
the choice of subject is crucial and simply extracting one frame of material from a 
multiple frame exhibit is absolutely not allowed.”    
 
 
 (2100 words) 
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STAMP SCENE 
January 2010 

Glenn H Morgan FRPSL Keeps You Posted 
 
 
Stamp Events Listing 
2010 
Until 10 Jan    Birmingham PS 125th anniversary exhibition, Birmingham Museum,   
   Birmingham 
24-27 February  Spring Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
9-12 April  Antverpia 2010, Antwerp, Belgium 
5-6 May   Philatex Extra, London www.stampshows.net 
8-15 May  London 2010 – Festival of Stamps, London  
   www.london2010.org.uk  
15-18 September  Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk  
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
27-31 October  Jo’burg 2010, Johannesburg, South Africa   
  
 
 
National Philatelic Society Library The most recent National Philatelic Society 
Philatelic Seminar - “The National Philatelic Society Library and how to use it to best 
advantage" - provided a history of the library and an insight into its extensive 
holdings and its current organisation. 
    The NPS Library is over 100 years old and is one of the three major philatelic libraries in 
the UK. It’s also keeping abreast of the internet age and now offers enhanced on-line search 
facilities on National Philatelic Society website www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps   
    The new facilities, which were announced at the seminar, comprise: 
- Philatelic Exhibition holdings: now searchable instead of scrolling through a list, 
- Holdings of Auction House Catalogues: now searchable online (A new facility). 
    As a result, the Library Search page on the website now allows philatelists to search online 
from: 
- 7,500 Philatelic books, 
- 1,100 Philatelic journal titles - past and present, 
- 1,000 Exhibitions and shows for their holdings of programmes, catalogues etc., 
- 2,300 Auction house catalogues. 
    The site also includes links to the on-line index of the National Philatelic Society's 
magazine Stamp Lover and an Article Index.  
    Members of the National Philatelic Society living in the UK may borrow most books and 
periodicals either in person or by post.  Other material may be used for reference purposes at 
the Library which is based at the Search Room of the British Postal Museum & Archive, 
Freeling House, Phoenix Place, London WC1X 0DL.  
    Enquiries: Further details regarding the National Philatelic Society Library may be obtained 
by visiting www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps or by contacting Mike Bramwell, Hon Librarian at 
the above address or by emailing npslibrary@ukphilately.org.uk  
 
 
The Museum of the Post Office in the Community The British Postal Museum & 
Archive (BPMA) has recently opened its exhibition on the first floor of the Post 
Office at Blists Hill Victorian Town, near Ironbridge. 
    Moving away from the Victorian era, this is a contemporary exhibition exploring 
the role of the post office in the community throughout history. It looks at the services 
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the Post Office has provided over the years and how these have changed, the different 
ways mail has been delivered in the community and the important and central role the 
Post Office has played. The exhibition uses many objects from the BPMA’s extensive 
collection and is a unique opportunity to see many pieces from the collection in one 
place. This is the first time there has been a modern exhibition at Blists Hill and it is 
also the first permanent exhibition for the BPMA. The admission fee for the 
exhibition is included in the admission charge to Blists Hill. 
    The exhibition broadly looks at four different areas: Post Office Counter Services; 
Delivering the Mail; Letter Boxes and Changing Times. The wide range of services 
that have been offered over the counter at the Post Office is explored in the first 
section; followed by the history of the delivery of mail in the community and then 
how letter boxes have developed to suit the needs of the local area. The final section 
examines the story of the UK postal service to the present day; the loss of 
Royal Mail’s monopoly and the rise of competitor mail companies. 
    The Museum of the Post Office in the Community features a Hen and Chicks 
pentacycle and a BSA Bantam, probably the most well-known make of motorcycle 
used by the Post Office. It will also include objects such as letter boxes, home safes, 
Post Office Savings Bank books and an early telegram. 
   The design of the reconstructed Post Office was mainly influenced by the Post 
Office and stationers that was once in Shifnal, a town near Blists Hill. However, all 
the main settlements in the East Shropshire Coalfield had post offices. The Ironbridge 
Post Office was for example located in the impressive three-storey late 18th century 
Market Place building. 
    Blists Hill is one of 10 museums that are part of Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust. 
It’s a popular visitor attraction set in the Ironbridge Gorge World Heritage site, the 
birth place of the Industrial revolution. The town consists of original and       
reconstructed buildings from the Victorian and Edwardian period, set in a street scene. 
Each building is occupied by a business in keeping with the period. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.postalheritage.org.uk or write to British Postal Museum & Archive, 
Freeling House, Phoenix Place, London WC1X 0DL.  
 
 
ATA Turns 60 The American Topical Association, the world’s largest group of 
thematic stamp collectors recently marked its 60th anniversary. It was founded in 
1949 by Jerome D. (Jerry) Husak, at the age of 17 in his home town of Milwaukee. In 
the 1940s, topical or thematic collecting was largely unrecognized in the field of 
philately. As a young philatelist, Jerry recognized and publicized the creativity 
inherent in thematic collecting. With the founding of ATA and the guidance of Jerry 
and other pioneers in the field, it has assumed its rightful place in philately. 
    ATA records show that more than 55,800 individuals have been members during 
the 60 years of the organization’s existence, with approximately 25% of members 
reside internationally, in 60 different countries. The bi-monthly ATA journal, Topical 
Time, has a distinctly international flair. The organization offers checklists on 540 
different philatelic topics in a member-to-member service, while some 60 handbooks 
and 25 DVDs are available to any collector. 
    Enquiries: For an application to join ATA write to PO Box 8, Carterville, IL 62918-
0008, or email americantopical@msn.com; the organization’s website is 
www.americantopicalassn.org                 
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CVPHM Heritage Open Days The Colne Valley Postal History Museum (CVPHM) 
Museum is normally only open on a walk-in basis during the annual Heritage Open 
Days weekend and its Summer Open Days. However, this year it will participate in 
the London 2010: Festival of Stamps events programme set up to celebrate the 
accession of George V, the philatelist King.  As part of its commitment, it will be 
staging Public Open Days with themed displays about George V, his times and the 
role of the Post Office on Saturday 29 May, Saturday 10 July and Saturday / Sunday 
11 / 12 September. 
    The Museum will be open to the public without an appointment from 10.00am until 
4.00pm on these days. There will be special displays, access to the restoration 
workshop and activities for children. Special commemorative covers will be available 
on the day. CVPHM is open by appointment at any other reasonable time, subject to 
one of its team being available. 
    I have mentioned before that visitors are always made very welcome by the curator, 
Steve Knights and his family and a visit is well worthwhile.  
    Enquiries: The museum is set in the grounds of The Laurels, 109 Head Street, 
Halstead, Essex CO9 2AZ. Email curator@cvphm.org or telephone +44 1787 474412. 
 
 
Italia 2009 results The international; stamp exhibition, Italia 20909, was held in 
Rome last October and the following awards were achieved by United Kingdom 
exhibitors. 
Gold medals - Alfred Bonnici – Mail by Messageries Imperiales to and via Malta 
(1853-66); Keneth Clark – Japanese Military Mail of Korea 1894-1910; Jim 
Etherington – 1940 - A Desperate Year for Britain; Idor Gatti – Bulgaria: The 
Austrian Post Offices; Otto Hornung – Postal history of the Carpatho Ukraine; 
Jane and Michael Moubray – Transatlantic Mail from and through Great Britain 1840-
1882. 
Large Vermeil medals - Ron Backhouse – Anyone for Tennis?; John Hayward – The 
Iron Steed; Edward Proud – Intercontinental Airmails: Volume 1 – Transatlantic and 
Pacific; Volume 2 – Asia and Australasia (Literature). 
Vermeil medals - Alan Becker – Port of Livorno Maritime and Disinfected Mail; 
Eddie Bridges – The 1d Ship Issue of the Union of South Africa 1926-1954; Brian 
Hyner – Airship breaks Treaty (One Frame); Arthur Woo - The Fifth South American 
Zeppelin Flight of 1933. 
Silver medals - Martyn Cusworth – Il Servico Aereo Condor - Lati per La America 
Latina (1939-41); Frank Wilson – Railway Letter Stamps 1957-2007 (Literature) 
 
 
New FDC Catalogues Press releases for the two main FDC catalogues were received 
within days of each other.  
Collect GB First Day Covers ‘The Booth Catalogue’ is priced at £12.80, comprises 
464 pages and prices all known GB first day covers. This is the 30th Edition and 
covers all reigns from Queen Victoria through to QEII. ISBN 978-0-9519608-9-9. 
    The main features are: All pricing updated; Expanded Queen Victoria section; All 
new QEII Issues added; More postmarks than ever; 16 page colour feature on Royalty 
post cards; Postal Stationery coverage expanded; Pricing on Missing Colours, Pre-
releases and Overprints; Numerous FDC philatelic gems are illustrated.  
    The new catalogue offers further improved coverage of Queen Victoria Issues, as 
well as a wealth of detail on KGV and KGVI first day covers. The extensive QEII 
section has been updated to include all the new issues to the end of 2009. A colour 
feature presents 144 Royalty post cards on 16 pages, covering all reigns from Edward 
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VII onwards. There are full page illustrations of several rare FDC gems to be found in 
various parts of the catalogue.  All pricing has been updated, including Missing 
Colours, Overprints and Pre-release covers.  Postal Stationery coverage has also been 
expanded.    
    It is available now from all the usual sources. 
 
Collecting British First Day Covers The 2010 Edition of the above catalogue - now 
in its 29th year – has recently been published. It lists all known special postmarks for 
each stamp issue and is the only reference work to have been published every year 
since 1981. The catalogue is stated to be the most complete listing of British First Day 
Covers available and this new edition includes all the latest 2009 issues included. 
    Each page is a mass of information with many postmarks and first day covers 
illustrated. The catalogue is printed in colour throughout and all FDC and postmark 
types are listed in an easy-to-follow format. Prices for special handstamps are given in 
a two column price structure, i.e. prices for ordinary (or commercial) covers, e.g. 
Stuart, Royal Mail, Cotswold etc., and a price for the official (or sponsored) cover. 
The collector will also find detailed listings of relevant CDS and Slogan Postmarks on 
first day covers. All types of definitives are included in a separate section which has 
been formatted for easy reference with sub-sections including Commemorative 
Labels, Prestige Stamp Books, Regionals, Booklets and Varieties (changes to perfs, 
papers, phosphors) etc - once again most of the special postmarks are illustrated. 
    There are thousands of special handstamps listed in this catalogue: far too many to 
illustrate. However for each commemorative stamp issue there are now files 
illustrating all of the handstamps which were available for each issue – these can be 
downloaded free from www.bfdc.co.uk/postmarks 
    The catalogue is available through all good stamp shops. However, in case of 
difficulty, please remit £14.75 + £1.75 P & P (= £16.50) to the publisher: A G 
Bradbury, 3 Link Rd, Stoneygate, Leicester LE2 3RA, or order online at 
www.bfdc.co.uk (Stock Code 32534). 
 
 
 
UPU Statistics The International Bureau of the Universal Postal Union has published 
postal statistics regularly since its foundation. Starting with the first edition in 1875, 
these statistics have been amended and improved in order to meet as closely as 
possible the postal world's expectations and need for information.  
    These are an interesting source for anyone wanting to see how postal traffic, 
number of post offices, etc. are standing up to current changes brought about largely 
by the internet. Figures for the years 2003-2007 reveal that the total number of: 
Permanent post offices worldwide (in thousands) amounted to 662, 663, 666, 658 and 
657 – figures are starting to drop back.   
Staff comprised 5,306,324; 5,343,162; 5,468,110; 5,509,873 and 5,549,688 workers – 
all upward figures. 
Number of letter-post items, domestic service (in billions) – 424, 427, 430, 433.6 and 
433.3 – all except 2007 show an increase. 
Number of letter-post items, international service – dispatch (in billions) – 6.0, 5.8, 
5.5, 5.42 and 5.47 – a slight increase for 2007 over 2006. 
    It will be interesting to see how figures have altered when the 2008 volumes are 
released, as the financial crisis is bound to have had a detrimental effect. 
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Stamp Events Listing 
2010 
24-27 February  Spring Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk 
9-12 April  Antverpia 2010, Antwerp, Belgium 
5-6 May   Philatex Extra, London www.stampshows.net 
8-15 May  London 2010 – Festival of Stamps, London  
   www.london2010.org.uk  
15-18 September  Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London  
   www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk  
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal 
27-31 October  Jo’burg 2010, Johannesburg, South Africa   
  
 
 
Book Reviews 
A new publication entitled Guide to the Museum Collection has recently been 
published by BPMA. Compiled by Victoria Heath, with assistance from Chris Taft, 
Julian Stray and Rebecca Thomlinson, there are around 75 specially commissioned 
images of artefacts and other material from within the collection.  
    After an introduction, there are sections covering the museum collection - Letter 
Boxes, Counter Equipment, Furniture, Postal Mechanisation, Weapons, Medals and 
Awards, Uniforms and Badges, Sent Through the Post, Prints and Paintings, Printed 
Materials and Stationery, Models and Toys, Transport, Contemporary Collecting and 
finishing with how to access the collection. This listing gives an instant “feel” for the 
extent of the collection, offering something for everyone, surely? The images are 
accompanied by a lively and informative text ensuring that the story is told without 
being too detailed, as this is in many ways a sampler of the wonderful collection that 
spans over 400 years of the history of the posts. The guide is of interest to both the 
postal history enthusiast and anyone with a general interest in the collection. 
    Enquiries: The book is priced at a very reasonable £5 from the Search Room at 
Freeling House, or by mail from The British Postal Museum & Archive, Freeling 
House, Phoenix Place, London WC1X 0DL, or visit www.postalheritage.org.uk. 
Postal orders attract a £2 postage and packing fee.   
 
Treasures in Focus – Stamps The British Library’s Philatelic Collections are the 
world's largest, most diverse and complete of their kind. They include a wide variety 
of items: not only postage stamps, but also revenue stamps (both adhesive and non-
adhesive), postal stationery, postal history materials, meter stamps, postal orders, 
paper money, and more besides. About half are from Great Britain. The rest come 
from the British Empire, British Commonwealth and foreign countries. 
    A new pocket-sized introduction illustrates some of the most unusual and rare 
stamps in the collections. The accompanying text by David Beech, Head of the 
Philatelic Collections at the British Library, explains the origin and background to the 
stamps, and describes the way in which they were produced, and what today makes 
the stamp so uncommon. 
    There are 68 100mm wide x 120mm high pages to the book, which is softback with 
a laminated cover. Over 1200 copies had been sold within a short time after release, 
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so it is clearly proving to be a very popular addition to this series that features many 
other gems from The British Library’s many collections. I wholeheartedly 
recommend purchasing this book, especially as it is priced at just £3.99, and that you 
go and visit BL to see thousands of stamps on permanent display, including, no doubt, 
some included within this publication. 
    If I have one personal concern, it is that around 20% of the pages have black text 
set against a solid blue-green background, which I found difficult to read, but then I 
do have poor eyesight. Perhaps surprising for the world’s foremost library there is no 
title or author shown on the spine. 
    Enquiries: The book is available in the BL Shop at St Pancras and via the BL 
Online Shop. Visit http://shop.bl.uk/mall/productpage.cfm/BritishLibrary/ISBN_9780712309530 

 
Stanley Gibbons has recently published a new edition of its multi-award winning 
catalogue, Great Britain Specialised Stamp Catalogue – King Edward VII to King 
George VI - which is the standard reference work for specialist collectors of the 
popular ‘Four Kings’ period of British Philately, from 1902-1952. Now in hardback 
and in a slightly different size, it has been completely redesigned in a clearer style. 
    Background information is given for all issues, with full details of plate markings, 
sheet arrangements, inks, papers and shades, with helpful guidance on identification. 
Essays, proofs and colour trials listed and priced. Many plate flaws are illustrated and 
priced and numerous shades, not listed in the GB Concise catalogue, are also priced 
mint and used. Detailed listings of control numbers and marginal plate markings are 
provided for the specialist. Booklet panes, postage dues, officials and Channel Island 
occupation issues all fully listed.  
    Appendixes cover perforators, booklets, specimen overprints, protective 
underprints and inland postage rates. Prices are given for mounted, unmounted and 
fine used examples for the period from 1902 to 1935 and for unmounted and used 
thereafter. On cover prices are also given for Edward VII issues. 
    Enquiries: Priced at £39.95, it is available from Stanley Gibbons shop, by emailing 
orders@stanleygibbons.co.uk and at www.stanleygibbons.com, plus all good stamp 
dealers and bookshops should have it in stock or be able to obtain it.  
 
The 30th edition of The Picture Postcard Annual has appeared and is as fascinating as 
ever. It is basically a yearly reference book for postcard collectors, but has plenty of 
articles included and provides many hours of reading.   
    This latest edition comprises 104 A4-sized pages, with many in full-colour. Among 
the items of year-long reference value is the postcard dealer directory, a cumulative 
index to the companion Picture Postcard Monthly magazine, fair organisers and 
auction houses, clubs, events and the postcard scene around the world. The articles 
include HMS Rodney’s WW2 adventure, the Suffragettes on postcards, Moonlight 
Sonata, a review of modern cards and Shakespeare’s sixth century, plus much more 
besides.  
    There is a large cross-over between philately and deltiology (postcard collecting) 
and most readers of the Bulletin will have at least a few postcards in their home, even 
if these only comprise the series given away at stamp exhibitions, so I can recommend 
purchasing this annual. I defy you not to find something of interest within.    
    Enquiries: Available at 4.75 (plus £1 postage and packing UK, £3 Europe or £5.50 
rest of world) from the publishers Reflections of a Bygone Age, 15 Debdale Lane, 
Keyworth, Nottingham NG12 5HT, by emailing reflections@postcardcollecting.co.uk 
or by visiting www.postcardcollecting.co.uk  
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Literature Stand at London 2010 The National Philatelic Society is organising the 
literature reading area. Volunteers are sought to assist staffing the stand between 8 
and 15 May and if you feel that you could assist for one, or more, 2.5hour slots I am 
sure that Simon Richards, the coordinator, would be grateful. I undertook this role at 
TSS2000 and I speak with personal knowledge as to how difficult it is to fill all the 
slots, so please do not leave it to others.   
    Enquiries: Simon Richards, National PS, c/o The British Postal Museum & 
Archive, Freeling House, Phoenix Place, London WC1X 0DL.  
 
 
 
Stamp Essex – Festival of Stamps This event will be held on 5 June between 10am 
and 4pm at Charter Hall, Colchester Leisure World, Cowdray Avenue, Colchester 
CO1 1YH. Admission is free. 
    There will be dealers, competitive and invited displays, youth activities, valuations, 
refreshments, free parking and access for mobility-impaired persons. An exclusive 
limited edition souvenir stamp sheet (presumably Smilers?) will be on sale during the 
day. This is a Festival of Stamps event. 
 
60th East Midlands & East Anglian Philatelic Federation Annual Convention and 
Stamp Fair will be held on Saturday 21 August at Girton College, Cambridge CB3 
0JG between 10am and 4.30pm. This is a Festival of Stamps event. Expect to see 
around a dozen dealers, free valuations, Federation competitions, prize raffle and 
refreshments. 
 
 
 
Lighthouse Products The 2010 products catalogue is now available and this time 
there is a separate Accessories for Philatelists publication, while numismatic 
accessories now has its own catalogue.  
    Enquiries: visit www.duncannon.co.k to obtain your copy, or to place an online 
order. 
 
 
 
BPMA 2009 was an exciting and productive year for the British Postal Museum & 
Archive. They continue to place access to the unique collections at the heart of the 
work they do and have made important steps towards future development.  
    Just a few of the highlights from last year were:  
• Replica Post Office and upstairs Museum of the Post Office in the Community at 

Blists Hill Victorian Town, Ironbridge,  
• Stamp artwork scanning project to facilitate online and catalogue access to a 

wealth of philatelic material,  
• Designs on Delivery: GPO posters 1930-1960 exhibition at the London College 

of Communication,  
• Continuation of partnership project with the British Film Institute to re-master and 

release DVD versions of key GPO Films,  
• Publishing deal with Shire Books for a book on Post Offices,  
• Website development to include a blog, Flickr, and podcasting - almost doubling 

visitor numbers to the BPMA's online presence, 
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• Licensing deals with key partners including Uniqlo fashion retailer, die-cast 
model manufacturers, and a greetings card producer,  

• Growth in number of catalogued items, facilitating greater access for researchers. 
    Significant projects that BPMA has moved further towards fruition include:  
• Development of an exciting exhibitions and events programme for London 2010: 

Festival of Stamps,  
• Progress on property agreement and early stage fundraising planning towards 

Swindon relocation.  
    The extent of progress and achievements last year, together with the hard work of 
all the staff team, was highlighted in November when the BPMA received the BT 
Visit London Bronze Award for Accessible Tourism.  
    Throughout 2010 the BPMA will deliver its most ambitious public engagement 
initiative to date - London 2010: Festival of Stamps - in partnership with key 
institutions including the London 2010 International Stamp Exhibition, Royal 
Philatelic Society, the Association of British Philatelic Societies, and Royal Mail.  
It will also continue to provide the range of regular events, activities and services that 
users value so much. Everything the BPMA does aims to give as many people as 
possible the opportunity to understand and enjoy Britain's postal heritage and to 
ensure that it continues to meet the needs and interests of all audiences.  
    Why not make contact with BPMA and support them by attending an event, buying 
something from the shop, volunteering or making a donation? 
    Enquiries: The British Postal Museum & Archive, Freeling House, Phoenix Place, 
London WC1X 0DL, or visit www.postalheritage.org.uk   
 
 
 
Society Journals Received 
The Postal Stationery Society Journal Issue 52 of this 24 page A4 publication is 
essential reading for anyone with an interest in postal stationery. It is clear that the 
members can enjoy an active group that offers several meetings at either The Royal 
Philatelic Society’s premises in London, or at a regional stamp exhibition such as 
Worpex, Swinpex and London 2010.   
    Articles in the latest issue include details of a new Queensland postal card, a 
strange use of British Field Service post cards, a Victorian reply paid postcard, 
illustrated and advertising stationery, and other no less interesting pieces. All are well 
illustrated in black and white and a couple of pages of dealer advertising enable 
readers to add to the collections.  
    Enquiries: Contact the Secretary, Colin Baker, 4 Greenhill Gardens, Sutton Veny, 
Warminster BA12 7AY, or email colin.baker2@virgin.net  
 
Wickets If cricket is your interest, then Wickets from the Cricket Philatelic Society is 
for you. The January 2010 issue comprises ten sides of A4 in black and white and is 
copiously illustrated. This issue focuses greatly on Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, with over 
half the issue devoted to the 150th anniversary of his birth. Unfortunately, not one of 
the stamps mentioned depicts Sir Arthur playing the game and most (all?) appear 
connected to Sherlock Holmes – hardly a cricket-related theme. Why include Sir 
Arthur at all? Well, it appears that he was a keen cricketer and between 1894 and 
1911 he played ten first class matches for the MCC, together with 22 other non-first 
class matches. 
    One article that amused me must have involved a lot of bible reading. A humorous 
compilation of (alleged) bible references to cricket includes coaching advice advising 
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the bowler on how to avoid bowling no-balls... “Don’t delay in following through” 
(taken from Ecclesiastes 5 v4), and on playing conditions we hear... “God did send 
plentiful rain” (Psalm 63, v9).  
    It is good to see that this group does not take itself too seriously and I suspect that 
all members enjoy the game as much, if not more, than philately.  
    Enquiries: Secretary, Derek Gallimore, 30 Pinewoods Avenue, Hagley, Stourbridge 
DY9 0JF, or email Derek.gallimore@which.net 
 
Themescene The December 2009 issue contains 24 A5 black and white pages (colour 
is used in some issues) of the magazine of the British Thematic Association. Key 
features include Get the Shipping Forecast about Robert Fitzroy – Darwin’s 
chauffeur, Sing a Few Arias relating to Puccini opera, Reach the End of the Line part 
three about Britain’s railway evolution, and Visit Sweden and Italy telling how BTA 
members did in the exhibitions held in Rome and Malmo.  
     There are five pages of advertising, member news and lots more besides to interest 
those with thematic interests. It is good to see that two pages of every issue are 
devoted to the younger collector.  
    Enquiries: Contact Anne Stammers, 40 St Helen’s Way, Benson, Wallingford 
OX10 6Sw or email her at annies1@btinternet.com  
 
The GBCC Chronicle The quarterly publication of the Great Britain Collector’s Club 
contains 32 pages of roughly A4 sides in black and white with colour cover. This 
group of largely American enthusiasts does well to record so much of interest on the 
subject of British philately considering the geographical distance between our two 
nations. 
    Issue 122 includes articles on undelivered Civil War letters from the UK, Penny 
Blacks, an unusual Supplementary marking, Diamond letter marks, British airmails to 
China, Regional Machins, postage dues to Cuba, the 1934 1d definitive: proper and 
improper usages and Mostly Machins, among others.  
    Enquiries: visit www.gbstamps.com/gbcc or wrote to Secretary, Larry Rosenblum, 
1030 E El Camino Real, PMB 107, Sunnyvale CA94087 USA or email  
lr@gbstamps.com UK subscription rates are $35 for members, $50 for Patrons. 
 
GB Journal and GBPS Newsletter These two publications are from the Great Britain 
Philatelic Society and have been reviewed here several times before because each 
issue offers so much to the collector that includes GB among their collecting interests.  
    The latest issue of the GB Journal contains features on De La Rue’s 10/- blues, the 
1858-79 1d rose-red plate 77, a new find, and an index to volume 47. The newsletter 
includes shorter pieces on presentation packs, coloured sideways Duplexes, society 
displays, regional stamps and much other interesting information not to be found 
elsewhere. 
    Enquiries: GBPS Membership Secretary, Peter Tanner, Highstandings, 13 St 
Hubert's Close, Gerrards Cross SL9 7EN, or email petertannerHS13@talktalk.net 
 
 
 
81st Congress of The Association of Scottish Philatelic Societies This will be held 
at the Dewar’s Centre, Perth on 16-17 April 2010. The Congress is an opportunity to 
view a wide range of competitive entries and visit up to 150 dealer tables. This year, 
the Congress will last for two days as it incorporates the Festival of Stamps. Opening 
times are Friday 16th, 1100-1730 and Saturday 17th, 1000-1600. The Tom Rielly 
Display will be given by David Kindley. A civic reception will take place on Friday 
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evening prior to the dinner and award ceremony and signing of the Book of Scottish 
Philatelists.  
    The event will be hosted by Aberdeen Philatelic Society that is celebrating its 
centenary. A series of displays by members of the society will show their wide and 
varied collecting interests and a commemorative cover will be produced. Further 
details of this will appear in the philatelic press and can also be found on the society 
website: www.aberdeenphilatelic.org.uk, while details of Congress will appear on the 
ASPS website: www.scottishphilately.co.uk  
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Major Stamp Events Listing 2010 
9-12 April  Antverpia 2010, Antwerp, Belgium. 
5-6 May   Philatex Extra, London. 
8-15 May  London 2010 – Festival of Stamps, London.  
12-18 June  Salon du Timbre, Paris, France. 
1-4 July   Philalux 2010, Luxembourg. 
15-18 September  Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London. 
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal. 
27-31 October  Jo’burg 2010, Johannesburg, South Africa.  
 
 
 
Meter Catalogue Online For anyone interested in worldwide meter markings, there 
is no better place to visit than 
http://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/International_Postage_Meter_Stamp_Catalog  
    The webmaster, Rick Stambaugh, is gradually uploading his earlier printed work 
onto the web for all to access free of charge. At the time of writing, countries A-E and 
Poland were available, with the rest of the world being added as his time permits.  
    I can do no better than to record his opening section on the home page:  
“Postage meters and meter stamps first appeared experimentally at the end of the 19th century and came into general use 
worldwide starting in the 1920s. This catalog is an attempt to organize and categorize all the postage meter stamp designs and 
their major varieties that have ever been used in the world. The organization is by country and roughly in chronological order by 
stamp design within each country. It is based on The International Postage Meter Stamp Catalog, written and published by Joel 
Hawkins and Richard Stambaugh in 2005, and its 2008 Supplement. 
    A few words of explanation: this is a postage stamp catalog, not a postage meter catalog. The focus is on the stamps rather 
than the machines that print them. Those who want more information about the machines themselves can check the references 
listed in the bibliography and the specialized catalogs mentioned in the introductory comments for those countries that have such 
catalogs.” 

    This new site will assist not only one-country collectors and those interested in 
specific aspects of meter stamps, but also anyone interested in themes, for many 
subjects have been used down the years. These include royalty, tridents, ships, flags, 
postal artifacts, maps, flora and fauna, and many other topics. This is web publishing 
at its best. 
 
 
 
Grosvenor Auctions The specialised Great Britain auction held at Grosvenor’s 
Strand salerooms on 11 December demonstrated the current strength of the market. It 
made over £733,000, bringing the total amount realised in just three days by this and 
the British Empire sale held on 9 and 10 December to over £1,570,000. 
    In the line-engraved section, a 1d Black first-day cover (lot 2225) fetched £40,950, 
the highest price of the day; other highlights in this section included a set of 1870 1/2d 
imprimaturs (lot 2454), which made £8,368, and a used block of six of the 1/2d plate 
9 (lot 2463), which sold for £3,510. Unusual surface printed unfailingly attracts 
serious competition. Lot 2477, an 1855 6d with missing rose watermark bit, went up 
to £6,575, and the extensive study of the Jubilee 1/2d (lot 2540) sold for £8,368. 
    The twentieth century section included more items from the 'Aurelius' collection. 
The best prices achieved were £33,474 for the set of 1929 PUC 1/2d.to 21/2d 
presentation proofs (lot 2774) and £17,932 for the control block of six of the PUC      
2 1/2d with inverted watermark (lot 2787). 
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Irish Books 
The Irish Post Box - Silent Servant and Symbol of the State by Stephen Ferguson. 
Published by An Post (the Irish Post Office), 2009, ISBN 978 187 222 8518. With a 
page size of 260mm high by 155mm wide and including full colour throughout, this 
68 page book with its matt laminated softback cover is available at €9.95 from 
www.irishstamps.ie  
    This new book tells the story of how a cast-iron box grew to become such a vital 
part of Post Office infrastructure and a symbol of the State itself. The post box, in its 
green livery, is a familiar and comforting sight at street corner and cross roads 
throughout the country. Since its introduction to Ireland by the novelist Anthony 
Trollope over one hundred and fifty years ago it has continued, quietly and efficiently, 
to do its job through good times and bad, through turmoil and tranquillity. At this 
stage, it deserves a little recognition and in The Irish Post Box - Silent Servant and 
Symbol of the State Stephen Ferguson, Assistant Secretary of An Post, tells the story 
of how a cast-iron box grew to become such a vital part of Post Office infrastructure 
and a symbol of the State itself. 
    The chapters covered are before the pillar box, Anthony Trollope, early pillar 
boxes, public reaction, principal designs, operating policies, red to green, mobile and 
special boxes, the future, principal manufacturers and principal sources. As can be 
seen, this book covers every aspect of the subject. 
    This book covers a topic dear to my heart and has helped me to realise that the 
story of post boxes in Ireland is not merely a repeat of the UKs box history, but that it 
has its own unique tale to tell. I am also reminded of the account of a holidaymaker to 
Ireland who, on returning to England, submitted his films for development. They 
came back with an apologetic note attached that, try as they might, they could not 
understand why the letter boxes in the photographs kept coming out green instead of 
red!  
 
Stephen has also written three other books that are still currently available from An 
Post, each priced at €10. The first is entitled Robbery on the Road. It is a catalogue 
showing Post Office Reward Notices from the Heritage Department issued as part of 
an exhibition of nineteenth century Post Office Reward Notices. It provides details of 
An Post's reward notice collection which are rare survivors of the pre-1916 General 
Post Office.   
    The next work is entitled At the Heart of Events - Dublin's General Post Office. 
While there are books which mention the GPO in the context of the1916 Rising and 
books which consider its architectural distinction, there is none which makes the 
building the focus of attention and lets it, as it were, tell the story of the events, great 
and small, which have happened in and around it over the centuries from sealing wax 
to the early days of broadcasting and from the Dead Letter Office to the Proclamation. 
It is illustrated with photographs of items drawn from An Post's own and other 
collections.  
    The final book is GPO Staff in 1916. Drawing on previously unpublished Post 
Office records, Stephen has been able to open up an entirely new perspective on the 
events of Easter Week, 1916. The eye-witness accounts and official reports prepared 
by GPO staff within the days of the Rising provide a fresh and fascinating account of 
events as they unfolded across the city. 
    All four books are fine productions and are worthy of a place on the bookshelves of 
any collector interested in the history of the posts and I hope that there will be further 
publications in this series in due course. 

http://www.irishstamps.ie/


 
 
 
Periodicals Received 
First Day Coverage is the newsletter of the Association of GB First Day Cover 
Collectors. Its latest issue includes features on the How I Got Started, Royal Signal 
Museum, the Uniform Penny Postage Jubilee and several other pieces of interest to 
members among its 24 A5 black and white pages. 
    Enquiries: Write to AGBFDCC, PO Box 99, Widnes WA8 0NN, email 
sheridanfdcs@aol.com, or visit www.gbfdc.co.uk for details of how to join the 299 
existing members. 
 
 
Post Abolition of Slavery: Stamps of Freedom Between 18 January and 30 June 
2010 there will be a new display in the London, Sugar and Slavery gallery at the 
Museum of London in Docklands that looks at how the abolition of slavery has been 
commemorated through the everyday postage stamp. See how stamps from around the 
world have been used to represent key figures and themes from the history of 
enslavement and abolition. This display is part of the London 2010 Festival of 
Stamps. 
    In conjunction with this exhibition, there will be two accompanying events. Firstly, 
a tour between 14:00 and 14:30 hours on Thursday 18 February where Nigel Sadler 
will discuss the representations of enslavement and abolition found on 
commemorative stamps. (Free, but tickets allocated on arrival.) Secondly, on Saturday 
27 February between 13:10 and 14:00 hours, Nigel will relate the stories behind his 
stamp collection. 
    Enquiries: For fuller details visit www.museumindocklands.org.uk Museum 
opening times are Monday to Sunday 10:00-18:00 hours. Last admission 17:30 hours. 
Admission is free for under 16s, NUS card holders and disabled carers. Annual adult 
ticket £5, concessions £3 (over 60s and unwaged) allowing unlimited readmission for 
a full year. The museum is located at Museum of London in Docklands, West India 
Quay, Canary Wharf, London E14 4AL 
 
 
Jersey - Children’s Books PostEurop chooses a different theme each year for the 
annual Europa stamp issue which European Post Office members may interpret in 
their own individual way. For 2010, they chose the theme ‘Children’s Books’ which 
really provided an opportunity for stamp artists all over Europe to showcase a world 
of fantasy using their individual talents. 
    The following appeared on the four Jersey stamps issued on the 9th of last month - 
‘Pushmi-Pullyu’ from Dr Dolittle by Hugh Lofting, ‘How the Elephant got his Trunk’ 
by Rudyard Kipling, ‘The Mad Hatter’s Tea Party’ (as it has become known) from 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll and ‘The Dong with the 
Luminous Nose’ by Edward Lear. 
    As part of the stamp commission, the artist Michael Pollard - an accomplished book 
illustrator - was required to pay special attention to the artwork when painting the 
Dong’s nose. During the stamp printing process, Cartor Security Printers of France, 
applied a luminous ink to the end of the Dong’s nose in order to create the glowing 
effect of this lonesome creature’s appearance. The luminous ink was only used on the 
‘Dong’ stamp. 
    Enquiries: visit www.jerseypost.com  
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The British Library Philatelic Rarities As part of the London 2010 Festival of Stamps, The 
British Library Philatelic Rarities is now open in the permanent Philatelic Exhibition area at 
the British Library, 96, Euston Road, St Pancras, London NW1 2DB. 
    Over forty of the library’s great philatelic rarities have been selected to be specially featured. 
Included in the exhibition are the unique America 1765 1d Revenue proof sheet; the 
introduction of which prompted widespread opposition and the cry “no taxation without 
representation”; the famous Canada 1851 12 pence black in an unused pair, Cape of Good 
Hope 1861 4d vermilion error of colour in pair with normal 1d used; a rarity of Great Britain - 
the 1858-79 1d plate 77 unused; an example of the Hawaii 1851-52 Missionary 2 cents used; 
the unique cover bearing two examples of India 1854 4 annas with inverted head; the iconic 
Mauritius 1847 Post Office 1d red used on ‘Ball’ cover and 2d blue unused; Spain 1851 2 
reales blue error of colour used; and USA 1918 24 cents Curtiss Jenny error ‘centre inverted’ 
unused. The exhibition offers a rare opportunity to see many of the most significant items in 
philately and all in one place – The British Library. 
    From Sunday 9 to Saturday 15 May at 11.30 each day a philatelic Curator will conduct a 
tour of the British Library’s Philatelic Exhibition, (which is on permanent public show in 1,000 
display frames of about 80,000 items). These exhibits have recently been rearranged and as 
well as including The British Library Philatelic Rarities exhibition, will also show the first half 
of the Tapling Collection countries Afghanistan to Mexico, including the fabulous Great 
Britain collection), which has not been on public display for some time. 
    Other collections on display include the Mosely Collection of British Africa to 1935; The 
Bojanowicz Collection of Poland postal history 1938-1946; The Model Collection of 
Germany 1945-46 local provisional stamps; The Harrison Collection of die proofs 1911-37, 
engraved by J.A.C. Harrison; The Fitz Gerald Collection of World Airmails to the 1930s 
(selected pages); The Bailey Collection of Spanish Civil War 1936-39 (selected pages) and 
The Langmead Collection of Great Britain and Ireland Telegraph stamps. 
    Other exciting activities that are planned to take place during the period of the year long 
London 2010 Festival of Stamps will include a series of presentations, which will be staged 
monthly throughout the year and on a daily basis during London 2010 International Stamp 
Exhibition from 10 to 15 May. For details see web page at: www.bl.uk/collections/philatelic 
    Due to involvement with London 2010 Festival of Stamps the Philatelic Researchers Room 
will be closed from 1 to 23 May. 
    Enquiries: The British Library web site is at www.bl.uk and its Philatelic Collections web 
pages are at www.bl.uk/collections/philatelic 
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Major Stamp Events Listing 2010 
9-12 April  Antverpia 2010, Antwerp, Belgium. 
5-6 May   Philatex Extra, London. 
8-15 May  London 2010: Festival of Stamps, London.  
12-18 June  Salon du Timbre, Paris, France. 
1-4 July   Philalux 2010, Luxembourg. 
15-18 September  Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London. 
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal. 
27-31 October  Jo’burg 2010, Johannesburg, South Africa.  
 
 
 
Haiti The devastating earthquake disaster in Haiti has been marked by new stamps 
from the Vatican and France.  
    The Vatican has overprinted 900,000 of its 65c Sanctuary of Our Lady of Graces 
stamp by 20c and it is expected that sales will generate over $210,000. France 
meanwhile has issued an NVI Marianne definitive stamp with text to its left showing 
solidarity with the people of Haiti. Each €1 stamp sold will have 44c donated to the 
French Red Cross. If all 7 million stamps are sold, then a donation of over €3 million 
will go a long way towards helping survivors to reconstruct their lives. 
    The postal services of other countries may also have shown their financial support 
philatelically by the time that this issue appears in print.  
 
 
 
The Stuart Rossiter Memorial Lecture 2010 The 2010 lecture will be given by 
Gavin Fryer FRPSL, at 5.00pm on Friday 5 November at The Royal Philatelic Society 
London with the title How the Blind have been served by the Post.  
    The lecture is based on Gavin's worldwide collection of postal items and brings to 
view a number of aspects of social and postal reforms as well as opening the minds of 
many philatelists to the realisation that special postal tariffs and arrangements have 
been developed during period of over a century. Gavin has been researching this 
subject for many years and his lecture will illustrate the context and postal story that 
begins in the 1820s and will include the struggle of those working for the blind 
against British government bureaucracy particularly in the period 1894 to 1906. The 
postal franchise laid down by the Universal Postal Union which became effective 
from 1966 has meant that gradually the use of adhesives to prepay postage has been 
eliminated, as will be illustrated. Most classes of mail can be found involving the 
blind including disaster mail and air freight. 
    Gavin is the author and publisher of the forthcoming book Blindman's Mail - How 
the Blind have been served by the Post which is expected at the end of this summer. 
    Free admission to the lecture is by non transferable ticket only on application to: 
The Stuart Rossiter Trust, c/o David Beech, The British Library, Philatelic 
Collections, 96 Euston Road, London, NW1 2DB or DRBeech@btinternet.com and 
early application is advised. 
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The Paper Trail I have mentioned previously this fascinating museum and have 
heard from a reader that the Fourdrinier paper making machine is no longer running 
and that the experience and settings may now be lost forever. Apparently, it all came 
to a rather rapid end when my correspondent visited the site in the last week of 
running.  
    Despite this setback, there is still much to see and I can still recommend a visit by 
anyone with an interest in paper manufacturing. Located in Hemel Hempstead at 
Frogmore Mill and Apsley Mill - the birthplace of paper's industrial revolution - the 
project allows visitors to learn about and experience: the past of an industry that 
helped shape the modern world, the present of commercial recycled papermaking, and 
the future of one of the world's few inherently sustainable industries - paper. 
    Enquiries:  The Paper Trail, Frogmore Paper Mill & Visitor Centre, Fourdrinier 
Way, Apsley, Hemel Hempstead HP3 9RY. Telephone 01442 234600, email 
frogmoremill@thepapertrail.org.uk or visit www.thepapertrail.org.uk  
 
 
 
New Festival of Stamps Partners Three new partner venues for London 2010: 
Festival of Stamps are the Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum, Marylebone Cricket 
Club Museum – Lords, and Aberdeen Maritime Museum.  
    Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum and Marylebone Cricket Club Museum will host 
stamp displays on the themes of tennis and cricket (respectively). Dates will be 
announced soon. From July until November Aberdeen Maritime Museum will host a 
changing stamp display on various maritime themes.  
    Enquiries: For information on more events taking place as part of London 2010: 
Festival of Stamps visit www.london2010.org.uk. 
 
 
 
RPSL Online In January the Royal Philatelic Society London launched an on-line 
catalogue of its extensive philatelic resources stretching back more than 140 years to a 
time when the hobby was in its youth.  
     From the beginning, parts of the contents are made available to collectors in the 
United Kingdom and worldwide, so for the first time philatelists who are not members 
of “The Royal” have access to The London Philatelist online. The LP has been 
published without a break since 1892 and over the last 118 years, a wealth of 
advanced philatelic knowledge has been printed in its 33,000 pages, and all of these 
are now available at www.rpslcatalogue.org.uk   
    Individual issues can be downloaded in searchable PDF format, with the price to 
non-members being £4 per magazine, payable only by PayPal.  
The Society meets every two weeks, and displays and talks are usually accompanied 
by printed handouts. Its collection of these goes back to 1918, and these too are now 
available for download for a small fee.  
    A new and completely free of charge service to collectors is the Cumulative Index. 
Any philatelist knows that philatelic journals contain an enormous amount of 
information, often hidden because they lack electronic indexes, or they are 
inaccessible since they have ceased publication. The RPSL has 2,400 or so such 
journal titles, which makes its library one of the most complete in the philatelic world.  
Since June 2009, with the generous help of other societies, it has set out to create a 
single index of all specialist society journals. Indexes will continue to be added 
progressively, as supplied by Societies and made compatible with the RPSL 
Catalogue database.  
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    This is a very long term project, and it is hoped that societies both in the English 
speaking world and elsewhere will join with “The Royal” to build a philatelic 
resource which could not exist without the Internet. I have already found many 
references to articles of interest that I was simply unaware of previously. 
    Enquiries: Contact Chris King on 07768 422 840 or 020 8346 1366. 
 
  
 
The British Library The British Library Philatelic Collections will be playing a 
significant role in London 2010: Festival of Stamps throughout the year, with a 
number of free events 
    Full details of BL’s involvement with can be found at 
www.bl.uk/collections/philatelic and then go to the link British Library Philatelic 
Collections - at the London 2010 Festival of Stamps.  These pages give the 
programme of presentations, tours and some information about the exhibition The 
British Library Philatelic Rarities which opened on 1 February and continues to the 
end of December 2010. 
   Presentations will include lectures relating to philatelic rarities, fakes and forgeries, 
resources, conservation, the 1919 Newfoundland to England transatlantic flight 
attempts and the British Post Office on picture postcards. An interesting programme 
of monthly events that are sure to fill-up quickly so be sure to book your free tickets 
now.  
 
 
 
The Stuart Rossiter Trust has announced two important new Postal History books 
and special ‘early order’ offers are currently available. 
    Netherlands Mail in Times of Turmoil Volume 1 1568-1795 by Kees Adema 
FRPSL. ISBN 978-0-9545207-5-5.   
The main objective of this study of Dutch field post and related subjects has been to 
cover philatelic aspects of correspondence related to wars, military operations, 
upheavals and civil unrest. However to appreciate how and why the mail was carried 
an understanding of each conflict or war is crucial. The historic, military and political 
background of the period in question and chronologies of relevant events puts the 
philatelic aspects into their proper historical context. In this way the reader's curiosity 
will be stirred. £39 plus p&p for pre-paid orders received before 31 May. From 1 June 
the price will be £49 plus p&p.   
    The second book, Railway Disaster Mail, is by Robin Gwynn FRPSL FRPNZ and 
Norman Hoggarth. ISBN 978-0-9545207-4-8.   
The picture of the Tay Bridge Disaster recalls the words of William Topaz 
McGonagall, Poet & Tragedian of Dundee. His famous poem, published by David 
Winter & Son Ltd, of Dundee, begins .... 

The Tay Bridge Disaster 
Beautiful Railway Bridge of the Silv'ry Tay! 

Alas! I am very sorry to say 
That ninety lives have been taken away 

On the last Sabbath day of 1879, 
Which will be remember'd for a very long time. 

    A hardback publication of 326 pages with colour throughout, this new book deals 
with mail damaged on the Railways / Railroads by whatever means, anywhere in the 
world. Mail from 34 different countries from Argentina to Yugoslavia, and Disasters 
between 1850 and 1995, covering 528 different events is recorded providing a wealth 
of information for the Postal, Social or Railway Historian. This book opens up a 
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previously unexplored area. £49 plus p&p for pre-paid orders received before 31 May. 
From 1 June the price will be £65 plus p&p.  
    Enquiries: Orders should be sent to David Tett, PO Box 34, Wheathamstead AL4 
8JY. Payment by sterling cheque payable to the Stuart Rossiter Trust; by US Dollar 
cheque and drawn on a US bank, or by euro cheque drawn on a Eurozone bank 
payable to David Tett. PayPal may also be used to DavidTett@aol.com  
 
 
 
92nd Philatelic Congress of Great Britain The 2010 event will be held at the 
Holiday Inn Hotel, Kenilworth. The venue is five miles equidistant between historic 
Coventry, Regency Royal Leamington Spa and Medieval Warwick and the dates are 
from 14:00 on Thursday 22 July through to after lunch on Sunday 25 July.  
    Day visitors will be most welcome and special deals have been struck with the 
hotel for those wishing to stay for part or all of the weekend. Details of events 
planned were unavailable at the time of going to press, but it is sure to be the usual 
good mix of visits, like-minded company, meetings and displays, including the 
prestigious signing of the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists. 
     Enquiries: If you would like a copy of the booking form for this important event in 
the philatelic calendar to be sent then please contact Colin Searle. Email him at 
searlec@gmail.com, write to 4 Sunderland Place, Wellesbourne, Warwick CV35 9LE, 
or telephone 07879 665658. 
 
 
 
English Heritage The opportunity to explore the heritage of England has now been 
made much easier with the availability of free online services from the National 
Monuments Record (NMR), the public archive of English Heritage. 
     If you are curious about how locations have altered, architectural and social history 
or want to spice-up your album pages with relevant images that will complement your 
postal history items, then the following websites are sure to be of interest. 
    The NMR has a number of sites: 
    www.english-heritage.org.uk/viewfinder reveals historic photographs of England 
from the 1850s to the present day. 
    www.pastscape.org.uk has nearly 400,000 written records for you to search relating 
to England’s national historic environment. 
    www.imagesofengland.org.uk holds more than 320,000 colour photographs of 
England’s listed buildings, from phone boxes to bridges, milestones to manor houses. 
    www.englishheritageprints.com enables you to buy prints and canvases of their 
finest images, delivered direct to your door. 
     
 
 
Delcampe Prestige Delcampe is second only to eBay in size as an online collectables 
auction website. A few months back it launched Delcampe Prestige, which runs 
alongside its main website.  
    Delcampe Prestige currently has the sales catalogues of ten major auction houses 
online and is expanding rapidly. All catalogue lots are searchable in the same way as 
the main site. You can browse the catalogues, submit offers and, for some sales, 
participate in auction sales from home, via the Internet, as if you were in the 
saleroom. 
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    This will prove to be an increasingly important way of keeping up with auction 
items that you are interested in without needing to subscribe to lots of separate sales 
catalogues. 
    Enquiries: Visit www.delcampe.net from where the Prestige site is readily 
accessible. 
 
 
 
Swift Postal There is a new British-made postal kiosk on the market from Maltese 
company Swift Postal. The kiosk was launched at PostExpo 2009 and I understand 
that the number of enquiries at the event was almost overwhelming. 
    The kiosk can be used for dispensing postage labels, weighing letter and parcel 
mail and calculating postage rates. It can also process recorded or insured mail and 
has its own built-in posting box. Other potential uses for the kiosk include paying bills 
and fines, topping-up a mobile phone, or buying foreign currency and events tickets, 
to name but a few. There are a raft of other non-kiosk services from Swift Postal 
including retail, ForEx and philatelic bureau management software solutions.  
    You can expect to increasingly see the kiosks installed in a number of overseas 
postal administrations, especially smaller countries who may not possess the technical 
know-how or experience of larger countries such as the United Kingdom. The one-
stop approach is already appreciated, with several countries showing a serious interest 
in the product. Case studies for Guernsey Post and Malta Post are available to read on 
the Swift Postal website.    
    Enquiries: Contact Joseph Sultana, Managing Director, Swift Postal, 110 
Testaferrata Street, Msida XBX 1402 Malta, email jsultana@swiftpostal.com or visit 
www.swiftpostal.com  
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Stamp Scene: Glenn Morgan keeps you posted 
 
 
EVENTS 
 
2010 Stamp Exhibitions   
5-6 May  Philatex Extra, Royal Horticultural Halls, London. 
8-15 May  London 2010: Festival of Stamps, BDC, Islington, London.  
11-20 June  Planète Timbres, Parc Floral, Paris, France. 
15-18 September Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London. 
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal. 
27-31 October  Jo’burg 2010, Johannesburg, South Africa.  
4-6 November  Philatex, Royal Horticultural Halls, London. 
 
 
Philatex Extra 2010 As part of the Festival of Stamps, the Philatex organisers are 
running an extra two day show this year at the Royal Horticultural Halls, The 
Lawrence Hall, Greycoat Street, London SW1P 2QD on Wed/Thu 5/6 May. There 
will be over 100 dealers in attendance and admission is free. 
 
Enquiries: Visit www.stampshows.net or telephone 01793 513431 for further 
information. 
 
 
London 2010: Festival of Stamps This month witnesses the opening of the most 
important British philatelic exhibition since The Stamp Show 2000. It is being held at 
the Business Design Centre, 52 Upper Street, Islington, London N1 0QH from 8-15 
May inclusive. 
 
Enquiries: For all the latest news that will help you plan your visit to London and to 
obtain details of all the many other Festival of Stamps events being held during the 
rest of 2010, be sure to regularly visit www.london2010.org.uk  
 
 
Planète Timbres Next month sees the opening of the latest in the regular bi-annual 
series of stamp exhibitions that have been held since 2004 in the delightful setting of 
the Parc Floral de Paris.  
 
From 11-20 June (note the revised opening date) collectors will have the opportunity 
of attending this well organised and fun show that does so much to expose young 
people to stamps, with coach loads of school visitors attending on week days. The 
serious collector is not ignored either for with the world-class dealers and philatelic 
exhibitors there is much to see and acquire. Several exhibitors from the UK show 
their support by entering the competitive displays and I am told that the extensive 
feedback from the judges is always appreciated. 
Enquiries: It is not too late to plan your visit, as I have been to the show as a day-
tripper from London via Eurostar. The website was not functioning at the time of 
producing this issue of the Bulletin, so try entering “Planète Timbres 2010” into your 
search engine.  
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Stampex The Philatelic Traders’ Society, organisers of Stampex, has announced the 
following forthcoming events. Autumn 2010 (15-18 September), Spring 2011 (23-26 
February), Autumn 2011 (14-17 September), Spring 2012 (22-25 February) and 
Autumn 2012 (26-29 September). 
 
Enquiries: For further details of the PTS and Stampex visit www.philatelic-traders-
society.co.uk or email info@philatelic-traders-society.co.uk   
 
 
PHILALUX 2010 Owing to “organisational reasons”, the PHILALUX 2010 
organising committee in Luxembourg has decided that this European stamp exhibition 
will not now be held from 1-4 July 2010, but will be postponed until 28 April to 1 
May 2011. 
 
 
Empire Mail: George V and the GPO From 7 May to 25 July there is a major 
exhibition at the Guildhall Art Gallery in London that will look at the passions of 
King George V, the 'philatelist king', alongside an extraordinary period of design and 
innovation in the General Post Office during his reign. As part of the London 2010: 
Festival of Stamps, this unique exhibition explores the reign of King George V. 
 
An era of conflict and great change the reign of George V spanned from 1910 to 1936 
and saw the development of a number of communication methods which brought the 
world closer together. Featuring posters, vehicles, pillar boxes, philatelic rarities and 
gems from the GPO Film Unit, it explores themes from the King’s reign such as 
innovations in mail transportation, the first Atlantic air crossing, the rise of graphic 
design in the 1920s and 1930s and war-time memorabilia.  
The items on display will comprise of a unique collection sourced from the treasures 
of the BPMA and the Royal Philatelic Collection, including a display of exquisite 
stamps and stamp artwork. The Royal Philatelic Collection was started in the 
nineteenth century by Royal stamp enthusiasts and its present structure – which 
includes a large amount of material rarely seen in public – was the creation of King 
George V, a keen stamp collector, and his adviser Sir Edward Bacon. 
 
Enquiries: Visit www.london2010.org.uk/empire-mail, or 
www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/Corporation and enter ‘Guildhall Art Gallery’ into the 
search engine for more information about the venue. Opening times of the exhibition 
are Monday – Saturday: 10.00am - 5.00pm, Sunday: 12.00noon - 4.00pm. 
 
 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
New Smilers Catalogue The second edition of the Smilers Catalogue - Customised 
Stamp Sheets of Great Britain – was first placed on sale at Stampex. It has been 
completely revised and updated to the end of January 2010 and provides a handy A5 
size reference guide to all customised stamp sheets since they first appeared in 2000. 
(Incidentally, I understand that one of the features of the London 2010 show will be 
Smilers booths enabling the 10th anniversary of this service to be marked by visitors, 
who will be able to purchase special Smilers sheets with their image on the labels.) 

http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk/
mailto:info@philatelic-traders-society.co.uk
http://www.london2010.org.uk/empire-mail
http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/Corporation


The scope of this work has been expanded to include all the new formats including 
Smilers for Kids packs, Commemorative Stamp Sheets, Isle of Man sheets, Universal 
Mail customised stamps and now includes over 500 full colour illustrations. It is 
priced at £24.95 post-paid within the UK, or EU and overseas at +£4 and +£6 
respectively to cover the cost of posting abroad. 
 
Enquiries: Order via www.stamp-centre.co.uk/smilerscatalogue.htm and be sure to 
visit www.smilers-info.com for all the latest Smilers information. 
 
 
 
 
CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 
American Philatelic Research Library After 25 years as the exceptional librarian to 
this major philatelic resource, Gini Horn has left her position within the American 
Philatelic Society. Finding a replacement for such a knowledgeable and helpful 
member of staff will be a near impossible thing for the APS Board to do.  
 
 
Post Office Vehicle Club Formed in 1962, the group is for anyone interested in the 
original GPO fleet of vehicles, through to those used today. It publishes Post Horn 
monthly and membership costs £16.  
 
Enquiries: For further information visit www.povehclub.org.uk, email 
povehclub@aol.com, or write to Frank Weston, POVC, 32 Russell Way, Leighton 
Buzzard LU7 3NG (from whom a specimen copy of Post Horn may be obtained). 
 
 
Aberdeen Philatelic Society Congratulations to this Scottish philatelic society that 
celebrates one hundred years of existence this year.  
 
Membership benefits include a library containing catalogues, books and a reference 
collection of forgeries that may be borrowed, a twice yearly newsletter and an 
Exchange Packet consisting of booklets containing priced material from a wide 
selection of countries. There are displays by society members, visits & displays 
to/from other societies, an opportunity to meet and discuss the hobby with fellow 
collectors and auctions that are room only or postal, both twice yearly. Current 
subscription rates are £10 (or £5 for those living more than 20 miles from Aberdeen).  
 
To mark this important milestone the APS will be holding a rotating exhibition that 
will explore different maritime topics between 17 July and 14 November at the 
Aberdeen Maritime Museum, Ship Row, Aberdeen AB11 5BY. Opening hours will 
be Tue-Sat, 10am-5pm, Sun 12-3pm with free admission at all times. 
 
Enquiries: Visit www.aberdeenphilatelic.org.uk and www.aagm.co.uk or telephone 
01224 337700 for further information. 
 
(1200 words) 
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Stamp Scene: Glenn Morgan keeps you posted 
June 2010 

 
 
NEWS  
 
Help Preserve GPO History Online family history website www.ancestry.co.uk has 
recently initiated a World Archives Project aimed at “helping to keep the world’s 
history alive”. It allows anyone from the family history community to transcribe 
important historical records and to make them available online with all indexes 
remaining free to the public, wherever they reside.  
 
One of its first projects is to transcribe the GPO Appointment Books held by the 
British Postal Museum & Archive (BPMA). If you are interested in helping to make 
these important staff records more easily available visit 
www.ancestry.co.uk/worldarchivesproject. The project was 54% completed at the 
time of compiling this report. 
 
 
Anthrax Case Closed The 2001 anthrax terrorist mailings that resulted in five deaths 
and a dramatic change to mailing handling in America that cost millions of dollars to 
implement has now seen the eight year case by a federal task force close.  
 
It transpires that a mentally ill Army scientist who had access to Anthrax was working 
alone and was therefore solely to blame for the tragic loss of life. The accused, Dr 
Bruce Ivins, committed suicide when he believed that an indictment was likely. 
 
 
Andrew G Lajer Ltd This well-known dealer in all aspects of British philately from 
the period 1839 to 1951 has recently opened a new website.  
 
Enquiries: Go to www.andrewglajer.co.uk for a wide-range of covers, stamps and 
philatelic literature. To be added to his free postal mailing list, write to Andrew G 
Lajer Ltd., The Old Post Office, Davis Way, Hurst RG10 0TR, or register online. 
 
 
Young Collector’s CD During the Festival of Stamps year Stamp Active Network 
will be distributing free to children a 16 page full-colour stamp Fun Book of activities 
and a CD guide to stamp collecting, which they hope will generate lots of interest. 
These are being made available to organisers of any event linked to the Festival of 
Stamps where provisions are being made for youth participation. 
 
Enquiries: Anyone wanting further information on the work of SAN can visit 
www.planetstamp.co.uk. This is mainly aimed at young collectors but has plenty of 
information on collecting, competitions, guidance for group leaders and a listing of all 
known events in 2010 which are making provisions to attract juniors and from where 
the CD and Fun Book may be obtained. 
 
 
Press Sheets Sales of uncut press sheets issued by the United States Postal Service 
between 2005 and 2008 have shown a general decline in sales. The Bette Davis issue 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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saw 3,000 printed, but only 808 were sold. Even the Marvel Comics issue saw over 
70% of the print run destroyed, with just 2,670 sheets sold and 250 copies held back 
by the USPS for its archives. The star sheet, if you’ll pardon the pun, was the Star 
Wars issue where 21,289 out of a 25,500 print run were sold, it is believed, mainly to 
non-stamp collectors, or retained by the USPS. 
 
Even allowing for the fact that most press sheets are sold at face value, they are 
clearly proving difficult to sell, largely due to their unwieldy size and cost. I wonder 
how many sheets will end-up being used for postage. That said, six press sheets are 
still planned for 2010 by the USPS. 
 
 
Reduction in Mail Delivery Days The United States Postal Service recorded a 
US$3.8 billion loss in the 2009 fiscal year. It is therefore considering a raft of 50 
changes that could include the elimination of one of its delivery days each week to 
help save costs. If Congress approves, then the changes planned will happen next 
year. US letter mail volumes are predicted to decline by a further 37% by 2020.  
 
 
EVENTS 
 
Forthcoming Major Stamp Events   
12-18 June  Planète Timbres, Parc Floral, Paris, France. 
22-25 July  Philatelic Congress of Great Britain, Kenilworth. 
2-4 September  Sberatel 2010 International Trade Fair, Prague, Czech Rep. 
15-18 September Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London. 
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal. 
27-31 October  Jo’burg 2010, Johannesburg, South Africa. 
4-6 November  Philatex, Royal Horticultural Halls, London. 
12-18 February 2011 Indipex 2011, New Delhi, India. 
23-26 February Spring Stampex, BDC, Islington, London. 
28 July-2 August Philanippon ’11, Yokohama, Japan. 
14-17 September Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London. 
 
 
Bletchley Park Event Bletchley Park will host a themed event aimed at collectors of 
first day covers and customised stamp sheets. The event takes place on August Bank 
Holiday Monday (30 August), between the hours of 10:30am and 5:00pm. Displays 
and trade stalls will be in the mansion and marquee with a host of other activities 
taking place in the Park’s 28 acres. 
 
To bring in the visitors, Bletchley Park will have a 1940’s Post Office at War theme 
with vehicle displays, flypasts, dance demonstrations and fashion shows as some of 
the extra attractions.  
 
Enquiries: Write to Smiler and Cover Fair, Bletchley Park, Bletchley, Milton Keynes 
MK3 6EB, or visit www.bletchleypark.org.uk. 

http://www.bletchleypark.org.uk/


 
PUBLICATIONS 
Aberdeen Philatelic Society Further to last month’s mention of the centenary of this 
society, I have been informed that a centenary book tracing its history has been 
produced. 
  
The publication is entitled Aberdeen Philatelic Society 1910-2010 – A History of 
Philately in Northeast Scotland and is written by Jeffrey C Stone. It comprises 165 
pages, 20.8 x 14.7cm, soft bound, 70 mainly colour illustrations, index, bibliography, 
ISBN 978 0 9509891 1 2.  
 
Although the book was primarily written to celebrate the centennial of a society 
which was constituted in 1910 as The Aberdeen and North of Scotland Philatelic 
Society, it is more than a history of Scotland’s fourth oldest philatelic society. The 
way that the Aberdeen PS evolved reflects the way that the hobby has changed over 
the decades, what philatelists chose to collect and study, how they acquire and 
display, how societies variously conducted their business and how the popularity of 
stamp collecting and of organised philately has fluctuated over the years. 
 
Enquiries: Send £12 (plus £1.50 UK postage and packing) to Jeffrey C Stone, 20 
Springfield Road, Aberdeen AB15 7RR. Cheques in favour of “Aberdeen Philatelic 
Society”. 
 
 
BL Philatelic Collections Newsletter Issue 16 of this four page A4 full colour 
newsletter has recently appeared. Unsurprisingly, it concentrates on London 2010: 
Festival of Stamps and the activities that the British Library Philatelic Collections has 
planned. There are three presentations still to be held entitled “Introduction to the 
Resources of the British Library for Philatelic Research” (9 June); “The British Post 
Office as shown on Picture Post Cards” (14 July) and “Basic Principals of Philatelic 
Printing” (11 August). Attendance is by free ticket available by telephoning +44 
(0)1937 546546, via www.bl.uk/whatson/planyourvisit/boxoffice, or in person at the 
Information Desk at BL.  
 
 
CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 
 
Leeds Philatelic Society Many congratulations to LPS members, who on 31 May 
celebrated the 120th anniversary of their society. They hold regular fortnightly 
meetings at the Leeds General Infirmary between September and May, with invited 
displays, competitions and members' evenings. For membership details visit  
www.y-p-a.org.uk/leedsps.html  
 
As part of the commemoration, its members are hosting the Yorkshire Philatelic 
Association’s annual convention, YPA2010 on the 12th of this month at Pudsey Civic 
Centre, Dawson’s Corner, Pudsey, Leeds LS28 5TA. Opening hours are 9:30am to 
4:30pm and around 25 dealers have booked. Visit www.y-p-a.org.uk/page_5.html or 
for general enquiries telephone 01977 793566. 
 
 (1200 words) 
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Stamp Scene: Glenn Morgan keeps you posted 
July 2010 

 
 
WEB 
Stampedia A new project has recently been launched that intends to eventually show 
online every postage stamp ever issued worldwide, although it is admitted that this 
will take a long time to complete. The site is described by the webmaster as “the site 
for catalogue, philatelic communication, blog, stamps exchange, wants list service, 
etc” and can be found at www.stampedia.net. When enlarged, each image bears a 
multi-coloured cancellation of the Stampedia logo across the bottom right-hand corner 
thereby concealing part of the stamp design and reducing its value as a potential 
research tool, especially for thematic collectors. 
 
 
Philapedia Information has been received about a new website (unconnected with 
Stampedia) located at www.philapedia.com that claims to be the first online postal 
history encyclopaedia / catalogue. Launched at the recent London 2010 exhibition, 
Wikipedia technology will allow users to view, add, comment and hold discussions on 
philatelic items. Information in the form of descriptions, scans, historical, philatelic 
and prices realised at auction will also be included, along with details of postal history 
societies, clubs, books and other related information.  
 
 
(460 words) 
 
NEWS  
PostBeeld Philatelic Adventure Store In an era when physical stamp shops are 
closing down across the world, or are going online only, it is good to see that Dutch 
stamp dealer PostBeeld has recently opened the largest stamp shop in the Netherlands.  
 
They have merged four adjacent commercial properties into one large shop with 
different departments. These comprise ‘the old stamp shop’ with what it calls an old 
English atmosphere, the ‘numismatic shop’ for its growing coin and banknote dealing 
operation, ‘collections and occasions’ from where collections, remainders and loose 
stamps at 10c each can be purchased, and ‘cards’, ‘thematic adventure’ and ‘regular 
shop’ areas complete the store.  
 
PostBeeld Philatelic Adventure Store is at Cronjéstraat 68, Haarlem, Netherlands and 
still operates what it terms the world’s largest internet stamp shop at 
www.postbeeld.com  
 
Five Day Service Singapore Post cut-back mail collections and deliveries to Monday 
- Friday from May, joining around 70 other postal administrations, including Sweden, 
Australia and Canada. This cost-saving measure was done due to a 22% reduction in 
mail volumes between 2002 and 2008.  
 
 
Australian Colonial Heritage: Empire Australia Post has launched a four-year 
series of stamps in the lead-up to 2013 when it will celebrate Australian Federation. 
The 2010 issue reinterprets the original “Chalon head” design in a $5 double-

http://www.stampedia.net/
http://www.philapedia.com/
http://www.postbeeld.com/


definitive size in sheets of ten, the paper of which bears a simulated CH monogram 
watermark. A special edition miniature sheet accompanies the issue, which is printed 
in offset and intaglio using engraved copper dies. 
 
 
Machin Mugs No, not an insult to collectors of Machin stamps, but notification that 
BPMA has licensed products via a company called Gift Republic. Aside from mugs, 
there are notebooks and greetings cards in a range called The Stamp Collection, all of 
which depict Machin stamps. Presumably BPMA are given a fee, so you will be 
helping to support the important work done by this organisation.  
 
Enquiries: Visit www.giftrepublic.com and choose The Stamp Collection tab.  
 
 
New Dublin SVM Belated news that a new type of stamp vending machine (SVM) 
that is similar to the Thomas Automatics external machine currently used in Ireland 
and the UK was placed inside the GPO in Dublin from mid-November to early 
January last for the Christmas rush. It was a free standing machine placed on a small 
pedestal and taller, but the same width approximately, as the external machine. In 
addition to vending two definitive booklets it had two more slots which dispensed the 
€13.75 Christmas self-adhesive booklet and thus it took notes as well as coins and like 
the external machine it gave coins in change.  
 
It took my correspondent, Brian Warren, three visits before it would accept a €20 
note, as presumably it kept running out of €6.25 in change. An Post (the Irish Post 
Office) had determined that the vended Christmas booklet should not differ from the 
over-the-counter variety and Brian confirms that there was no difference. 
Unfortunately, security prevented photography within the Post Office premises.  
 
 
 
EVENTS 
Forthcoming Major Stamp Events   
22-25 July 2010 Philatelic Congress of Great Britain, Kenilworth, UK. 
2-4 September  Sberatel 2010 International Trade Fair, Prague, Czech Rep. 
15-18 September Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London, UK. 
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal. 
27-31 October  Jo’burg 2010, Johannesburg, South Africa. 
4-6 November  Philatex, Royal Horticultural Halls, London, UK. 
12-18 February 2011 Indipex 2011, New Delhi, India. 
23-26 February Spring Stampex, BDC, Islington, London, UK. 
28 July-2 August Philanippon ’11, Yokohama, Japan. 
14-17 September Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London, UK. 
 
Japan World Philatelic Exhibition Using the theme of how stamps link the world, 
Japan will host a major international stamp show from 28 July to 2 August 2011 in 
Yokohama under FIP patronage. There will be 12 competitive classes with a total of 
2,500 frames available. For general information visit http://philanippon.jp/english and 
for dealer stand and exhibitor details email admin@philanippon.jp  
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Australasia 2012 As part of London’s Autumn Stampex 2012, a themed stamp 
exhibition focussing on all aspects of Australasian philately will be held under the 
auspices of ABPS. For further information and to register for a prospectus when 
available, email info@australasia2012.org  
 
 
Australia 2013 The centenary of the introduction of Australia’s first stamps, the 
Kangaroo series, will be marked by an FIP international stamp exhibition from 14-19 
May 2013 in the Royal Exhibition Buildings, Melbourne. It promises to be the largest 
international philatelic event ever staged in Australia and fundraising started at 
London 2010 when Australia Post issued a limited edition intaglio printed souvenir 
sheet and other products to help raise funds to stage the event. For more details visit 
www.australia2013.com.au  
 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
The Philatelic Journalist The AIJP (Association Internationale des Journalistes 
Philatéliques) has recently redesigned its magazine, which is now entitled The 
Philatelic Journalist and is in full colour with a high print quality and is understood to 
be significantly improved over its previous publication. 
 
At the recent London 2010 exhibition, AIJP held a meeting of existing and 
prospective members on the opening day where, for the first time in the UK, the 
‘Belvedere’ stamp album was shown to attendees. This legendary album is believed to 
be the oldest stamp album known and was once in the possession of the Royal Saxe-
Coburg-Gotha family. 
Enquiries: Philatelic authors and journalists seeking more information about AIJP 
membership details should visit www.aijp.org, or contact its President, Wolfgang 
Maassen, at w.maassen@aijp.org  
 
 
 
CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 
The Friends of Thematica in Scotland This year’s competitions staged by The 
Friends of Thematica were held as part of the Scottish Congress for 2010 on April 16 
and 17 at the Dewar’s Centre in Perth. 
 
The John Fosbery Competition was as usual judged by the visitors – and it was clear 
from the voting that all the entries were worthy contenders. The entry that attracted 
the most votes was ‘Gilbert and Sullivan’ by Barbara McTaggart. The Inter-
Federation Competition was won by Surrey, who received the Healey and Wise 
Salver. 
 
As usual there was a very encouraging response from young collectors to enter the 
Barclays Cup Competition, for which the emphasis is on originality. In the age group 
up to 8 years, the winner was Layla Donnelly for ‘Grow Your Own’. From those aged 
between 9 and 12, the winner was Lynne Mitchell with ‘Bobbing Along’, while in the 
13 to 18 years age group, the winner was her sister, Claire Mitchell, with ‘Is it a Bird? 
Is it a Plane?’ 
 

mailto:info@australasia2012.org
http://www.australia2013.com.au/
http://www.aijp.org/
mailto:w.maassen@aijp.org


 
LITERATURE 
Ocean and Imperial Penny Post Pictorial Envelopes 1849-1918 A new book by 
David Duncan Turner that will provide a detailed guide and analysis of this series of 
pictorial envelopes is soon to be published. If this subject is of interest to you then 
email ddtwt@postmaster.co.uk for advance information.  
  
(1.295 words) 
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Stamp Scene: Glenn Morgan keeps you posted 
August 2010 

 
 

NEWS  
Mrs Audrey Swindells co-founder of the Bath Postal Museum and Trustee for more 
than 30 years was made a Member of the Order of the British Empire in the June 
Queen’s birthday honours. The award was made for her outstanding work in 
establishing the museum in 1979 and ensuring that it has remained open to the public 
since then. 
 
 
 
Stuart Rossiter Trust The 2010 lecture will be given by Gavin Fryer FRPSL at 5pm 
on Friday 5 November at The Royal Philatelic Society London with the title How the 
Blind have been served by the Post. Free admission is by non transferable ticket only 
on application to: The Stuart Rossiter Trust, c/o David Beech, The British Library, 
Philatelic Collections, 96 Euston Road, London NW1 2DB or 
DRBeech@btinternet.com  
 
 
 
New GBPS President The Great Britain Philatelic Society membership has recently 
appointed Ian Harvey FRPSL as its new President, who takes over the role from Allan 
Jones. Ian had previously served the society by being its Vice President and Treasurer 
and one of his main collecting interests centres on British stamp booklets. 
 
When asked about plans for his Presidency, Ian said: “Many of our worldwide 
membership visited our attractive stand at London 2010, at which we signed up lots of 
new members. My aim is to continue this trend and to expand communication 
between the members on their specialist areas using our well respected Journal and 
friendly Newsletter – as well as personal contact.” 
 
The GBPS is an influential group of collectors with around 750 members. It is the 
leading society on all British philatelic areas of collecting, covering the pre-stamp era 
through to the latest developments at Royal Mail. For membership details of this 
active society go to its newly revamped website at www.gbps.org.uk 
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FORTHCOMING MAJOR UK EVENTS 
15-18 September Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London, UK. 
4-6 November  Philatex, Royal Horticultural Halls, London, UK. 
23-26 February Spring Stampex, BDC, Islington, London, UK. 
14-17 September Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London, UK. 
 
 
 
Wish You Were Here Most collectors have at least a few postcards in their 
collections, so the annual Picture Postcard Show being held 2-4 September at the 
Royal Horticultural Hall, Lawrence Hall, Greycoat Street, London SW1 should be of 
interest. London Life on Postcards will be a major attraction. Billed as the world’s 
most prestigious card show, there will be everything for the dabbler or specialist to 
buy or simply view. Go to www.postcard.co.uk/show.php for further details.  
 
 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
“Post Offices” For generations the local post office has been integral to life in 
Britain. This new book in the long-running Shire Publications series is by Julian 
Stray, Assistant Curator at the British Postal Museum & Archive, and provides an 
historical overview of the development of this public institution, from the 'letter 
receiving house' to a familiar presence on the high street. It outlines the range of 
services post offices have provided over time - from stamps, pensions and postal 
orders, to savings certificates, dog and TV licences.  
 
Highlighting the 'heyday of the GPO' during the 1930s, '40s and '50s, the book recalls 
childhood memories of post office counters selling stamps and sweets, the weekly 
pension queue, and the friendly local postmaster. It celebrates the role of the post 
office at the heart of the community and the changing nature of the service over time 
to the present day. 
 
Available from all good bookshops and the BPMA, where it is priced at £5.99 plus 
postage and packing if not bought in person. Go to http://shop.postalheritage.org.uk 
for ordering details and a full list of all available items, including postcards, clothing, 
die-cast models and other interesting merchandise designed for collectors. 
 
 
 
Thematic Exhibiting This A5-format publication is by Wobbe Vegter, an 
experienced exhibitor and prolific philatelic writer. Within the 64 full-colour pages of 
this new work will be found a dozen sections that cover the hows and the whys of 
thematic exhibiting.  
 
It is available from the author at €20 including postage and packing by visiting 
http://wvegter.hivemind.net from where ordering details may be found, along with 
what Wobbe terms “cyber philately” – all aspects of the history and development of 
the computer and its depiction on philatelic material. Of particular interest to thematic 
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collectors among the readership will be full-colour scans of all album pages from four 
of his award-winning exhibits. 
 
 
 
Research tools The British Library has some excellent articles available online to 
read and download in PDF format to help philatelic researchers and collectors alike. 
All have been written by David Beech, Curator and Head of The British Library 
Philatelic Collections.  
 
http://sherpa.bl.uk/42  “Philatelic Research at The British Library” (2004);  
http://sherpa.bl.uk/43  “The British Library Philatelic Collections 1998-2005” (2005); 
http://sherpa.bl.uk/52  “How to Look After Your Collection – a Basic Guide” (2005); 
http://sherpa.bl.uk/65  “The Philately of the Edwardian Era as Shown in its Literature” (2006); 
http://sherpa.bl.uk/102  “Philatelic Conservation – Restoration” (2008); 
http://sherpa.bl.uk/106  “Philatelic Research – a Basic Guide” (2008). 
 
Of all of these the most important is How to look after your Collection – a Basic 
Guide as it touches on everyone in philately irrespective of what you collect. 
Regarding research, David says: "Much philatelic research is currently being 
undertaken or is in prospect. Such work to be good must be organised and disciplined 
and my article Philatelic Research – a Basic Guide helps to give the guidance 
necessary for a successful project especially if leading to the publication of its 
results". 
 
 
 
 
CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 
Isle of Thanet PS This Kent based club is celebrating its centenary this year, a 
significant milestone that is also being marked by Aberdeen PS (see Bulletin report in 
May issue). Thanet meets on the first and third Wednesday between September and 
May at the St John’s Community Centre, Margate. Details of the time and subjects for 
the forthcoming season of meetings can be obtained by telephoning Bert File on 
01843 583693. Prospective members are always invited to attend a meeting and are 
assured of a warm welcome. 
 
 
 
 
GLOBAL ROUNDUP 
Salon du Timbre As this issue was going to press we received news of the medals 
awarded to British entrants at this recent Parisian show. The Bulletin team offers its 
congratulations to the following exhibitors: 
Aerophilately: Garth Taylor (Large Silver). 
Postal Stationery: Arthur Woo (Large Gold). 
Thematics: Ron Backhouse (Vermeil); John Haywood (Large Vermeil); David 
Hunter (Large Vermeil); Lesley Marley (Gold); Glenn Morgan (Large Vermeil); 
Richard Wheeler (Large Vermeil) and David Roseveare (Invited Exhibit – non-
competitive). 
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Obituary  Frederick Burton "Bud" Sellers of Arizona died on 16 June. He was among 
the most active philatelists in America being a long serving member and ex-President 
of the Board of the Collectors Club, New York. In 1983 he received the Luff Award 
from the American Philatelic Society and was elected President of that Society in 
1985. He was a Fellow of The Royal Philatelic Society London (FRPSL) and was 
elected to the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists (RDP) in 1986. 
  
His main collecting and study interest was that of Haiti about which he contributed 
much to the literature and sections of his collection he exhibited internationally 
gaining gold and large gold medals. In 1995 he gave a Paper to The Royal Philatelic 
Society London Haiti from President Salomon to President Sam. 
 
 
 
Forthcoming Major Overseas Stamp Events 
2-4 September  Sberatel 2010 International Trade Fair, Prague, Czech Rep. 
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal. 
27-31 October  Jo’burg 2010, Johannesburg, South Africa. 
12-18 February   Indipex 2011, New Delhi, India. 
 
 
 
Philanippon This FIP exhibition will be held from 28 July to 2 August 2011 in 
Yokohama, Japan. The competitive classes are FIP Championship, Traditional, Postal 
History, Postal Stationery, Aerophilately, Astrophilately, Maximaphily, Revenue, 
Thematic, Youth, One-Frame and Philatelic Literature. 
 
Applications are required by 30 September and copies of the application form and 
bulletin are available by emailing frank@frankwalton.com, or by post to 8 Grasmere 
Road, Dronfield Woodhouse, Dronfield S18 8PS. £1 in mint stamps would be 
appreciated to cover postage costs. More details are available at www.philanippon.jp  
 
(1250 words) 
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Stamp Scene: September 2010 
 
NEWS  
Mike Holt His latest price has recently appeared, comprising 84 A4 pages, 16 of 
which are in colour. If basic British stamps or specialised British philatelic material is 
of interest, then be sure to download a copy from www.mike-holt.com  
 
 
Lundy Wildlife The world’s oldest private postal service has issued a set of stamps 
depicting island wildlife. Printed by Cartor to a standard that would rival any national 
postal administration, they show seals, goats, sheep, a rabbit and deer priced in the 
island currency of Puffins. Sets cost £3.25 mint, or £3.95 for a Presentation Pack or 
FDC (plus £1.80 P&P to UK addresses). Available from The Lundy Shore Office, 
The Quay, Bideford EX39 2LY, visit www.lundyisland.co.uk, or email 
info@lundyisland.co.uk  
 
 
EVENTS 
Publishing Seminar On 13 October at the Phoenix Centre, Phoenix Place, London 
WC1X 0DL from 1.45pm to 4.40pm, two experts on publishing and writing for the 
philatelic press are to lead a seminar for the National Philatelic Society (NPS) entitled 
How to Publish a Society Journal.  
 
Both Richard West and David Alford have been instrumental in producing the NPS 
journal Stamp Lover in the past. David was the previous editor, and Richard has been 
a Guest Editor on a number of occasions. Richard also writes for the national 
philatelic press. Both have strong views on how a philatelic society magazine should 
be produced and what these journals should contain.  
  
The club journal should be the ‘window’ to the society. It keeps members informed 
and tells non-members what they are missing by not being a member. Richard and 
David will be providing practical advice and also exchanging ideas with the audience.  
The meeting is open to members and non-members of the National Philatelic Society.  
 
There is a charge of £5 (£3 for members of the NPS). Places are limited and the 
deadline for applications is Friday 1 October 2010. For further details and a booking 
form, please send a stamped addressed envelope to Christopher Oliver, National 
Philatelic Society, c/o The British Postal Museum & Archive, Freeling House, 
Phoenix Place, London WC1X 0DL, or visit www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps where a 
booking form is also available. 
 
 
The King’s Head A PowerPoint presentation on ‘The King’s Head’ will be given by 
Alan N Moorcroft FRPSL at a meeting of the Friends of the British Postal Museum & 
Archive at the Phoenix Centre, Phoenix Place, London (part of the Mount Pleasant 
complex) on Monday 22 November 2010 at 2.30pm.  
 
The presentation examines the portraits of the King used on stamps issued during the 
reign of George V, and there will be an opportunity to ask questions. Tea and coffee 
will be served from 2pm. The meeting is open to all, not only Friends, but those 

http://www.mike-holt.com/
http://www.lundyisland.co.uk/
mailto:info@lundyisland.co.uk
http://www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps


intending to come are asked to advise Richard West (020 8644 7834 or 
richjwest@btinternet.com) in advance. 
 
 
FORTHCOMING MAJOR UK EVENTS 
2010  
15-18 September Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London. 
4-6 November  Philatex, Royal Horticultural Halls, London. 
 
2011 
23-26 February Spring Stampex, BDC, Islington, London. 
6-7 May  Sheffield 2011, ABPS National Philatelic Exhibition,  
   Sheffield. 
16-19 June  Philatelic Congress of Great Britain, Southsea 
   (with National One Frame competition). 
14-17 September Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London. 
 
 
Spring Stampex 2012 This show will incorporate a multi frame competition for the 
'Pictorial' classes: Thematic, Open and Postcards, with overseas participation for 
invited countries. It is also intended that seminars will be in support of these classes 
with an emphasis on Thematic Philately. 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
Eastern Angle The East Anglian Postal History Study Circle continues to inform its 
members of all that is happening postal-wise in that part of England through its 
interesting quarterly journal Eastern Angle. It is especially good at highlighting a 
period of intense change underway to our Post Office network, acting as a microcosm 
of the whole of the UK. Go to www.freewebs.com/eaphsc for details of membership 
and to view PDFs of recent newsletters. 
 
 
West Africa in the British Library Philatelic Collections The West Africa Study 
Circle (WASC) has published a new hardbound book entitled West Africa in the 
British Library Philatelic Collections by Jeremy Martin and John Powell, comprising 
176 pages, with sixteen pages of colour illustrations. 
 
It catalogues material contained in 20 collections or archives, one of these being The 
Crown Agents Philatelic and Security Printing Archive which alone has 7 sections. 
The list of contents itemises the collections in which West African material was found 
followed by a listing, in alphabetical order, of the countries in each of the collections 
enabling the researcher to find the country of choice. Each category is set out 
chronologically using catalogue dates and Crown Agents requisition numbers are 
recorded as found in the collections. There is also an extensive index.  
 
The book is available for £45 (or £36 for WASC members) plus postage at £4.30 UK , 
£6.00 overseas surface, £6.50 Europe and £11.50 rest of world by air. Orders to Ian 
Anderson, 57 Manse Road, Edinburgh, EH12 7SR with a cheque payable to WASC, 
or by e-mail with a payment using PayPal to wasctreasurer@aol.com. For further 
details about the Society go to: www.wasc.org.uk  

http://www.freewebs.com/eaphsc
mailto:wasctreasurer@aol.com
http://www.wasc.org.uk/


 
CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 
Analyse That The Institute for Analytical Philately has been formed with the aim of 
“solving philately’s puzzles through science”. It has produced its first newsletter and 
has a web presence at www.analyticalphilately.org, so if subjects such as 
photomicrography, colorimetry and X-Ray diffraction are of interest, then this 
American group is for you. 
 
 
GLOBAL ROUNDUP 
 
FORTHCOMING OVERSEAS EVENTS 
2010 
2-4 September  Sberatel 2010 International Trade Fair, Prague, Czech Republic. 
1-10 October  Portugal 2010, Lisbon, Portugal. 
27-31 October  Jo’burg 2010, Johannesburg, South Africa. 
21-25 November  Jerusalem 2010 Multinational Stamp Exhibition, Jerusalem, Israel.  
 
2011 
12-18 February    Indipex 2011, New Delhi, India. 
1-3 April  Nordia 2011, Jväskylä, Finland. 
28 April - 1 May  Philalux 2011, Luxembourg. 
5-7 May   IBRA with European Thematic Championships, Essen, Germany. 
28 July - 2 August Philanippon ’11, Yokohama, Japan. 
18-20 November  HABRIA '11, Hanover, Germany: 
 
 
USPS Emergency Rate Increase The United States Postal Service is seeking 
approval to increase postage rates, including raising its first class letter and postcard 
rates by two-cents, to bring in an extra US$2.3 billion in revenue. These increases are 
in addition to plans to only deliver five days a week and to close many Post Offices 
and sorting facilities across America.  
 
 
Green Stamps The Finnish and Moroccan Post Offices have issued stamps that meet 
all of the ‘green’ credentials necessary to ensure that the product can be termed 100% 
recycled and carbon-neutral. They deem this to be a world first for stamps and 
although currently more expensive to produce than normal gummed stamp paper it is 
hoped that as volumes increase, costs will decrease until the paper becomes the same 
price as current non-eco friendly substrates. Apparently, this was a major 
technological development and was not done as a philatelic gimmick, but was a 
serious attempt to reduce the impact of stamp production on the environment.  
 
One collector who specialises in stamp production regards this is a commendable 
development, but feels that greater attention must now be paid to the ever-increasing 
use of self-adhesive papers by the world’s postal authorities. These use twice the 
amount of paper due to the need for a disposable waxed liner release sheet and 
employ a gum that invariably prevents the stamps from being recycled after use. This 
will be the next challenge, but one that scientists are bound to overcome in due 
course. 
 
(1250 words) 

http://www.analyticalphilately.org/


Stamp Scene: October 2010 
 
NEWS  
Cheaper Exhibiting Fees The ABPS Exhibitions Committee has recently announced 
that the British Philatelic Trust will subsidise national frame fees for 2011, reducing 
them from the current £25 per frame to £10, which should encourage more exhibitors 
to participate. The ABPS is supporting three national exhibitions during 2011 and 
hopes that the reduction in fees will lead to 500 frames of competitive exhibits being 
shown. Application forms for national and international exhibitions and helpful 
seminars can be found at www.abps.org.uk/Exhibiting/Exhibitions/index.xalter  
 
 
 
EVENTS 
Exhibition Study Group Annual Convention The Group's Annual Convention takes 
place on the 9th and 10th of this month at The Lodge, Crystal Palace Park, London 
SE19, a short distance from Crystal Palace railway station.  
 
The AGM starts at 10am on the Saturday, followed by displays between 11am and 
5pm comprising mainly postcards of exhibitions and philatelic displays of events like 
the British Empire Exhibition at Wembley. Members assemble at 7pm for the annual 
dinner held on site (must be booked in advance). Displays on the Sunday will run 
from 10am until lunchtime. 
 
Further particulars can be obtained from the Secretary, Don Knight, 2 Crescent Road, 
New Barnet EN4 9RF, telephone 0208 440 3574 or email donaldrk@btinternet.com. 
The ESG website is at www.studygroup.org.uk 
 
 
Stuart Rossiter Memorial Lecture 2010 A final reminder that at 5pm on Friday 5 
November at the premises of The Royal Philatelic Society London a lecture entitled 
“How the blind have been served by the post” will be given by Gavin Fryer FRPSL. 
The lecture is based on the speaker’s renowned worldwide collection of postal items 
on this subject. 
 
Free admission is by non transferable ticket only on application to: The Stuart 
Rossiter Trust, c/o David Beech, The British Library, Philatelic Collections, 96 
Euston Road, London NW1 2DB, or by emailing drbeech@btinternet.com  
 
 
 
FORTHCOMING MAJOR UK EVENTS 
2010  
4-6 November  Philatex, Royal Horticultural Halls, London. 
 
2011 
23-26 February  Spring Stampex, BDC, Islington, London. 
6-7 May   Sheffield 2011, ABPS National Philatelic Exhibition, Sheffield. 
16-19 June  Philatelic Congress of Great Britain, Southsea. 
14-17 September  Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London. 
 
 

http://www.abps.org.uk/Exhibiting/Exhibitions/index.xalter
mailto:donaldrk@btinternet.com
http://www.studygroup.org.uk/
mailto:drbeech@btinternet.com


 
PUBLICATIONS 
2011 British Library Diaries Official BL desk and pocket diaries for 2011 feature 
images and information about the stamps in the British Library's extensive and 
important collections. 
 
The British Library has one of the greatest philatelic collections in the world, 
featuring many rare and attractive stamps. With over eight million items it is a 'living 
treasure' of stamps, postal history, philatelic objects and literature, representing all 
countries of the world, and covering all periods. 
 
The illustrations in these World of Stamps diaries have been chosen to show the range 
of interesting stamps and covers held that are either rare in themselves, aesthetically 
pleasing, or that tell a story. They also show the geographical spread and diversity of 
the British Library's collections. 
 
Desk version: Hardback, week to view with illustrations on each page. Dimensions: 
20cm x 25cm. Priced at £12.95. 
Pocket version: As above, but measuring 12cm x 15cm. Priced at £6.99. 
 
Both diaries are available now by visiting the shop adjacent to the entrance hall of BL, 
or from the online shop at http://shop.bl.uk (UK first class postage of £3 applies to 
online orders under £15, or is free for larger orders. Worldwide shipping is available.) 
 
 
This Royal Throne: British Royal Portraiture, a celebration in stamps. This 
electronic CD-ROM book by American Roger P Butts will appeal to any collector 
seeking details of the source of images of English, latterly British, monarchs as 
reproduced on stamps. 
 
Twenty years in the making, Roger has scanned over 2,600 stamp images to depict the 
portraits of 63 monarchs, their consorts and other prominent royal figures. Monarchs 
are presented in full colour in the historical order in which they reigned and stamps 
featuring individual monarchs are grouped together according to the coins, medieval 
manuscripts, paintings, photographs, sculptures and the Bayeux Tapestry from which 
the philatelic image has been developed. In the interests of completeness, the work 
includes ‘stamps’ issued by local posts and by countries that are philatelically suspect, 
it being left to the collector to decide whether they wish to acquire these confections.  
 
While CD publications do not appeal to everyone, the cost of printing over 670 
American quarto-sized pages in full-colour would have been prohibitive and beyond 
the pockets of many collectors. However, readers have the author's permission to print 
the pages they desire for their private use as reference material, an arrangement that 
seems to offer the best of both worlds. 
 
Available from Dishyvicar Publications, 2206 Pheasant Run Drive, Finksburg, MD 
21048 USA, or by emailing dishyvicar@hotmail.com ISBN 978-1-61658-762-8.  
Price $34.95, plus $7.70 postage and packing to the UK. 
 
 
 

http://shop.bl.uk/
mailto:dishyvicar@hotmail.com


GLOBAL ROUNDUP 
FORTHCOMING OVERSEAS EVENTS 
2010 
27-31 October  Jo’burg 2010, Johannesburg, South Africa. 
21-25 November  Jerusalem 2010 Multinational Stamp Exhibition, Jerusalem, Israel.  
 
2011 
12-18 February    Indipex 2011, New Delhi, India. 
1-3 April  Nordia 2011, Jväskylä, Finland. 
28 April - 1 May  Philalux 2011, Luxembourg. 
5-7 May   IBRA with European Thematic Championships, Essen, Germany. 
28 July - 2 August Philanippon ’11, Yokohama, Japan. 
18-20 November  HABRIA '11, Hanover, Germany: 
 
 
Iceland introduces a ‘message in a bottle’ service Icelandic post offices now sell 
plastic bottles that bear on one side a photograph of the country (either the eruption of 
Eyjafjallajökull or the Northern Lights (Aurora Borealis)), with an address label on 
the other side. A sheet of paper is enclosed for a personal message to be written and 
reinserted prior to sealing and mailing.  
 
 
News has reached us this month of two new services from Australia and Germany that 
embrace technology and is further proof that postal services across the globe are 
evolving to meet the demands of customers who have become dependent on their 
their mobile phone. 
 
Australian iPhone application Australia Post has launched an application (or “app”, 
as they tend to be abbreviated to) that enables its customers to track their postal items, 
look-up postcodes, pay bills and locate post offices via their mobile phone or iPad. 
Within hours of its release it went to the top of the free download charts. 80% of 
Smartphone owners use iPhone devices when accessing Australia Post’s website. 
 
German mobile phone postage facility Do you ever have an item of mail to send, 
but lack a stamp or the means of easily obtaining one? After downloading the 
Handyporto application to your mobile phone, it is now possible for customers of 
Deutsche Post DHL in Germany to send an SMS text message reading either BRIEF 
(letter) or KARTE (postcard) to 22122. They instantly receive a reply containing three 
rows of four numbers, which the customer copies to the top right-hand corner of the 
envelope. It is then simply a question of posting the item in any mailbox without a 
stamp, the text message covering the cost of mailing the postal item. When the post is 
collected, staff in the mail centre check the validity of the numbers and applies a 
unique postage paid label and sends it on its way. It really is that easy and is a great 
example of how telecommunications and the postal service can live together in 
harmony. 



Stamp Scene: November 2010 
 
NEWS  
Obituary On 3 September, Allan P Berry FRPSL FRPSNZ died in Thames, New 
Zealand. A highly respected philatelist born in the UK, he published, among several 
works, New Zealand & Dependencies: a Philatelic Bibliography with David R Beech 
and Robin Startup.  
 
 
 
What do you most like about stamp collecting? So runs the title of an online poll at 
the London 2010 website, where 29.6% of respondents so far have quoted hunting out 
items for their collection and the sense of satisfaction in finding them as their 
favourite aspect of the hobby. 17.8% liked the aesthetic beauty of stamps, while 
15.2% enjoyed finding out more about stamps and becoming an expert in their chosen 
field. The next 28.6% of votes cast were shared more-or-less equally between 
building-up the value of their collection and making it a good long-term investment, 
focussing on a specific theme and the social side of belonging to societies and 
spending time with other collectors. The remaining 8.9% indicated either that they 
were not collectors, or liked the breadth and variety of stamps available.  
 
 
 
British Youth Stamp Championships The 2010 BYSC exhibits were judged and shown at 
Autumn Stampex and although there were just six entries, these were of a high standard, and 
greatly appreciated by the judges, Christine Earle, John Davies and Richard West. The British 
Youth Stamp Championships are sponsored by Stanley Gibbons. 
 
The individual results were as follows: 
14 to 16 age range (Class C) Samantha Lewtas – Sport for All - Large silver; Jack Roberts – 
The story of powered flight - Small silver; Jacqs Scourfield – A childhood in stamps - Large 
silver plus Stanley Gibbons Trophy. 
 
12 and 13 age range (Class D) Claire Mitchell – Is it a bird? Is it a plane? - Small silver-gilt 
plus Melville Cup plus Benham Trophy. 
 
Up to 12 age range (Class E) Sophie Smith – All About Me - Silver-bronze plus Gillian 
Birchnall Trophy plus ADPS Trophy; Rachel Winters – Birds on stamps on covers and cards - 
Bronze. 
 
 
 
Susan Oliver Receives Award  Each year the Bill Hart Award is presented to someone who 
has undertaken outstanding work in helping encourage the youth to discover the joys and 
benefits of stamp collecting. For 2010 the award was made to Susan Oliver, who for many 
years has worked tirelessly on behalf of the Stamp Active Network, in particularly at 
exhibitions at which it has provided a youth activity area. It was therefore appropriate that the 
award was presented to Susan during Autumn Stampex.   
 
 
 



EVENTS 
Philatex This twice a year show will be held on the 4th to 6th of this month between 
the hours of 11am and 7pm (Thursday), 10am and 6pm (Friday) and 10am to 5pm 
(Saturday) at The Royal Horticultural Halls, Lawrence Hall, Greycoat & Elverton 
Street, London SW1P 2QD. Admission is free. 
 
There are upwards of 80 dealers with stands buying and selling philatelic material, 
while the tables and chairs at the stands make for greater comfort. You can buy or 
sell, get valuations or just browse and see what the hobby is all about. There are 
various specialist society meetings on the Saturday to which everyone is welcome, 
whether a member or not. There is also a bar for alcoholic drinks, plus a full self 
service restaurant serving hot and cold meals during the day. 
 
 
 
Cavendish Philatelic Auctions Their next auction sale will be held on 24th and 25th 
of this month and features the Malcolm Montgomery B.N.A. Maritime Collection –an 
internationally renowned collection featuring stamp-less Transatlantic mail 1760-
1860 (east and west), Cross-Border mail, Forwarding Agents, Red River covers etc.  
 
The sale also includes the ‘Oakhill’ Collection of Worldwide Maritime Mail and the 
Boisvert Collection of Canada 1851-2004, with the famous 1959 St. Lawrence 
Seaway 5c inverted centre. The catalogue is online now at www.cavendish-
auctions.com   
 
 
 
FORTHCOMING MAJOR UK EVENTS 
2010  
4-6 November  Philatex, Royal Horticultural Halls, London. 
 
2011 
23-26 February Spring Stampex, BDC, Islington, London. 
6-7 May  Sheffield 2011, ABPS National Philatelic Exhibition,  
   Sheffield. 
16-19 June  Philatelic Congress of Great Britain, Southsea 
14-17 September Autumn Stampex, BDC, Islington, London. 
 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
Collections The latest edition of Royal Mail’s collector catalogue Collections is now 
available to download from www.royalmail.com/thecollection 
 
 
 
Gibbons Magazine Archive The Gibbons Stamp Monthly Archive has been issued 
on DVD, comprising a searchable database from 1890 – 2009 and allowing searches 
by author, subject, volume number or keyword, with full reproduction of each page as 
originally printed.  
 

http://www.cavendish-auctions.com/
http://www.cavendish-auctions.com/
http://www.royalmail.com/thecollection


Over 40,000 pages of articles, features, editorial and other content from the Monthly 
Journal, Gibbons Stamp Weekly and Gibbons Stamp Monthly is included and in 
addition to the 120 years of articles, purchasers also receive a free disk of bonus 
material, including a number of extra articles. 
 
This research tool is available for £199.95 from Stanley Gibbons shop, online or by 
telephoning UK freephone 0800 611 622, or International +44 1425 472 363. An 
online demonstration can be seen by logging on to www.stanleygibbons.com/online-
shop/gibbons-stamp-monthly-archive.aspx  
 
 
 
CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 
Pigeons On 18th of this month, collector Harry Wright will be displaying his philatelic 
collection relating to pigeons to the National Philatelic Society in conjunction with 
BPMA. The meeting starts at 1pm with the display commencing at 2pm and all 
collectors are invited to attend. Simply come along to the Phoenix Centre, Phoenix 
Place, London WC1 (a few doors along from BPMAs premises) and make yourself 
known to an officer of the society. Enquiries: nps@ukphilately.org.uk 
 
 
 
Royal Philatelic Society Material from various Dominions, Colonies and 
Territories produced for the reign of King George VI was shown to the 
members of The Royal Philatelic Society London at the first meeting of 
the 2010/2011 season. Traditionally the first display of each season 
comprises material from the Royal Philatelic Collection, shown by 
gracious permission of Her Majesty The Queen. 
 
The display showed how the priority at the start of each reign is to find 
portraits of the new monarch to be used on stamps, with examples 
produced by stamp printers De La Rue and Bradbury Wilkinson being 
featured. 
 
For each of the countries represented, ranging from Australia, Canada and 
India to Bermuda, Cyprus, Hong Kong and Pitcairn Islands, was shown 
the various trials and proofs, sometimes the original artwork, that led to 
the issued stamps, with the various printings represented and identified, 
mostly by corner blocks from the sheets showing the plate or cylinder 
numbers.. 
 
The display was brought together by Michael Sefi, Keeper of the Royal 
Philatelic Collection, and assisted by Ian Greig and Rod Vousden.  
 
Those wishing to visit the Royal Philatelic Society London at 41 
Devonshire Place, London W1G 6JY, or be a guest at one of its meetings, 

http://www.stanleygibbons.com/online-shop/gibbons-stamp-monthly-archive.aspx
http://www.stanleygibbons.com/online-shop/gibbons-stamp-monthly-archive.aspx
mailto:nps@ukphilately.org.uk


are kindly asked to contact in advance the Administrative Office on 020 
7486 1044. 
 
  
 
 
 
GLOBAL ROUNDUP 
FORTHCOMING OVERSEAS EVENTS 
2010 
21-25 November  Jerusalem 2010 Multinational Stamp Exhibition, Jerusalem, Israel.  
 
2011 
12-18 February    Indipex 2011, New Delhi, India. 
1-3 April  Nordia 2011, Jväskylä, Finland. 
28 April - 1 May  Philalux 2011, Luxembourg. 
5-7 May   IBRA with European Thematic Championships, Essen, Germany. 
28 July - 2 August Philanippon ’11, Yokohama, Japan. 
18-20 November  HABRIA '11, Hanover, Germany: 
 
 
 
GB on Exponet British Collector Roger Marsch has uploaded to the internet his 
interesting traditional philately one-frame display of Great Britain Two Penny Blue 
plates 3 and 4 for all to enjoy. Visit www.exponet.info where this and a further 700 
exhibits comprising some 53,000 album pages on all philatelic subjects can be seen. 
 
 
 
Internet Postage Collectors who thought that buying postage over the internet would 
be a flash in the pan may be surprised to learn that Dymo Endicia’s web application 
has enabled Americans to purchase in excess of five billion dollars-worth of stamps 
this way since it launched.  
 
(1300 words) 
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