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Following the recent death of Ron Negus, I was invited to continue this popular series. I start with a
look at The British Postmark Society website located at www.britishpostmarksociety.org.uk

For over 50 years the British Postmark Society has collected and recorded British mail. Founded in
1958, it is a registered charity that exists to promote and co-ordinate the study and collection of British
postal markings, particularly of the 20th century and subsequently, and the means and mechanisms by
which they are applied, and to publish and disseminate the results of their studies.
Members' interests include hand and machine datestamps, slogan and special event postmarks,
explanatory and instructional labels and markings, Post Office postage labels, Royal Mail SmartStamps
and Online Postage indicia, and printed postage impressions of Royal Mail and other licensed postal
operators. Its website acts as a fine introduction to these interests.
It is extremely easy to navigate thanks to eleven subject buttons that always appear down the left edge
of each page being viewed, but I found the use of a strong yellow background colour to every page to be
extremely tiring on the eyes but, that said, the webmaster could easily change this and it fails to detract
from the useful content.
A welcome page details the aims of the BPS, while a membership section records benefits,
subscription details (just £12pa for UK residents) and a downloadable application form. The BPS
Journal appears four times a year and its web page records the varied main contents of the most recent
four issues. A downloads page enables anyone to obtain a valuable free cumulative index to the journal
from its inception in 1958 through to 2007 as an Excel spreadsheet. An extensive BPS library list shows
around 350 publications available for members to borrow if resident in the UK and additionally serves
as a useful bibliography of British postmarks and allied subjects.

The BPS has always been extremely good at publishing the results of its researches and there are
currently 11 reasonably priced books listed for sale. Anyone with an interest in Slogan, Special Event,
Skeleton or First Day cancellations is well catered for by these publications.
There are currently 18 links to other websites recorded that the BPS webmaster believes may be of
interest to students and collectors of British postal markings. These are listed under the headings of
Members’ Sites, Philatelic Organisations, Postal History and Postal Services and there is bound to be
something new to readers of the Bulletin.
A section on Post Office closures details the changes currently underway to the network of branches.
It mentions the Post Office Essentials trial at offices offering a limited range of services, such as that
located at Old Town Hastings, and also the relationship with high street retailer WHSmith where Post
Office branches are increasingly being located inside these stores. Elsewhere, Post Office branded
“Travel Kiosks” are appearing that offer foreign currency services only in WHSmith. All of these
developments have their own range of self-inking datestamps (SIDs) and examples are illustrated on the
website.
Postage labels have their own concise page and the recent changes to Horizon counter labels for
Inland and Forces mail, together with the trials and subsequent live Post and Go labels are all recorded.
A link to http://postagelabelsuk.com enables visitors to keep up to date with new developments in this
growing field of interest.
The final pages of the website relate to Postage Paid Impressions, the so-called “Condition 9 Access
Mail” licence holders and a listing of the licenced postal operators in the UK.
(600 words)

