
 
KENSAL GREEN CEMETERY 

 
 
The General Cemetery of All Souls, Kensal Green, is 
one of Britain's oldest and most beautiful public burial 
grounds. One of the world's first garden cemeteries, and 
doyen of London's Magnificent Seven, Kensal Green 
received its first funeral in January 1833, and still 
conducts burials and cremations daily. The cemetery was 
innovative in having most of the site consecrated by the 
Church of England, but reserving the eastern spur for 
Dissenters and others to practise their own rites. Today, 
people of many faiths and denominations are buried 
throughout the cemetery. Uniquely among British 
cemeteries, Kensal Green has been managed by the same 
private joint-stock company since its inception: the 
General Cemetery Company (est. 1830) still has its offices 
by the Main Gate. The cemetery now covers some 72 
acres (29 hectares) between the Grand Union Canal and 
Harrow Road in west London, and is open to visitors every 
day of the year. 
 
  NOTABLE PERSONALITIES 

  

From the funeral of HRH The Duke of Sussex in 1843 to that of his nephew HRH The 

Duke of Cambridge in 1904, Kensal Green was the most fashionable cemetery in 

England. Its notable personalities include some 500 members of the titled nobility and 

over 550 individuals noted in the Dictionary of National Biography. Kensal Green is the 

resting place of the engineers Sir Marc Isambard Brunel and Isambard Kingdom Brunel, 

the mathematician Charles Babbage, and the novelists Wilkie Collins, Anthony Trollope 

and William Makepeace Thackeray; Lord Byron's wife, Oscar Wilde's mother, Charles 

Dickens' in-laws and Winston Churchill's daughter; a cross-dressing Army doctor and 

the surgeon who attended Nelson at Trafalgar; the creator of Pears' Soap, and the 

original WH Smith; the funambulist Blondin and the Savoyard George Grossmith; the 

first man to cross Australia from south to north, and the last man to fight a duel in 

England; the Duke's nephew who ruined the richest heiress of the day, and the English 

adventuress who became a French baronne disgraced by the accusation of murder. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.kensalgreen.co.uk/documents/KG_history.html
http://www.kensalgreen.co.uk/documents/KG_links.html
http://www.kensalgreen.co.uk/documents/KG_contacts.html#KG_anchor_GCC
http://www.kensalgreen.co.uk/documents/KG_location.html
http://www.kensalgreen.co.uk/documents/KG_location.html#OpeningHours
http://www.kensalgreen.co.uk/documents/KG_notables.html


NOTABLES  OF PHILATELIC INTEREST BURIED HERE 
 

 Anthony Trollope (1815-1882) 
 

 William Mulready (1776-1863) 
 
 Thomas de la Rue (1793-1866) 
 
 Warren de la Rue (1815-1889) 
 
 Sir Francis Freeling (1764-1836) 
 
 Jacob Perkins (1766-1849) 
 
 Frederick John Melville (1882-1940) 


