Harrison & Sons Ltd

A Timeline from King Geotg&KihgGeorge VI

This document serves as a record of Harrison and Sonsihttits stamp production through to
the end othe reign ofKing George VI It first appearedn draft formin Dummy Stampsssue
11 and is updated herBurther input iswelcomed, as the story will never fully be told.

1727 HM King George Il Becomes Monarch
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1750 The House of Harrison established in Warwick Lane, London EC.
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1756 Pr i nt erhedondon Gdretie .
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1760 HM King George Il Becomes Monarch
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1820 HM King George IV Becomes Monarch
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1825 Private Press Established at the Foreign Office.
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1830 HM King William 1V Becomes Monarch.
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1837 HM Queen Victoria Becomes Monarch
éeeecééeeceeccéeececéeeecé. eecee
1856 Private Press Established at the War Office.
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1867 Ap p o i rPtinged in @rdinary to HM Queen Victoria 0.
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1870 Press Established at Scotland Yard Police Headquarters.
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1881 Great Britain: Telegraph Forms Postal Stationery Contract Won.
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Harrisonhad produced telegph forms bearing an imprinted stamp through the 1880s, but these

fall outside of the scope of most philatelist
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The formshadbeep r i nt ed at t he St Maepictedindre imageovwe, L ond
The stained glass wiongv depicted the HarRye-Sun rebus.
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1892 Advertisement for Printing Capabilities.

Printers in Ordinary to Her Majesty

HARRISON & SONS,

45, 46, & 47,
ST. MARTIN'S LANE,

CHARING CROSS, LONDON.

24,15, 16, 17, 18, 19, ¥ 20, Great May's Buildings,
ESTIMATES GIVEN FOR THE
Journals and Reports of Learned,
Sclentific, and Charitable Socletles ;
ARTISTIC & OLD-STYLE PRINTING
Wood Engraving ; Lithography ;
BOON BINDING.

Harrison was clearly a commercial printer at this stage, as there is no mention of security
printing being provided as one of their services.
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1901 HM King Edward VII Becomes Monarch.
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1901 Appoi rPtinted in ®rdinary to HM King Edward VIl 0.
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1907 Temporary Press Established at Windsor Castle on the Occasion of the
Visit of European Monarchs.
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1910 HM King George V Becomes Monarch

The reign of George Mvas a key period for testing and development, after which business
settled down with Harrison largely using the photogravure productimress right through to

their demise in 19975tamps arelepicted at a standa®d width per image, with only one value
from each issue being shown

* As would be expectetlarrison retained intaglio, letterpress, screen and lithographic printing captidslj but
these were uselatively infrequenthfor stamp production in the pe&B34 period, with notable exceptions.
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(left) The Harrlson &.Sons London ’SCI’Ipt Watermark
(right) Part of the dandy roll used to produce the above watermark
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1910 Ap p o i rPtineerd and Booksellers to HM King George \b.
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1910 Great Britain: Definitive Stamps Contract Won to Print by Letterpress.

Harrison was invited to tender for the new contract by the GiP€sumably as they were a
major British governmenprint supplierthat had been printing early stamp booklet coard
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telegram formsEither way, lhey took thebusinesgrom DLR, who had held it for sixty years, so
this was a leap of faithbut saved th&PO £45,000 each year on its printing bill.

Sir Thomas De La Rudiedseveral months after allocation of the contract to Harribatly as

aresult oflosing thecontract a | oss that he had never got
gi ven rthegdntract ndver even considering that another printer might be capable of

producing the stamps!

Dccastonal Fotes.

THE NEW POSTAGE STAMPS.
-_"T were informed some weeks since, on very excellent authority, that
88 there were probably important changes pending in the future with
regard to the production of the stamps of this country and its Crown
Colonies.. , , : -

The announcement in the public press of July zo that the contract for
the supply of postage stamps for the United Kingdom has been entrusted
to Messrs. Harrison and Sons, of St. Martin’s Lane, Printers in Ordinary to
His Majesty, occasions us no surprise. The event is, however, one of far-
reaching importance to Philately, and presages a vast number of new issues,
probably absolutely dissimilar from their predecessors in every detail of
design and production,

For thirty years past the postage stamps have been printed by Messrs.
T. De L.a Rue and Co., of Bunhill Row, whose contract will expire at the end
of this year. It appears that a number of firms were recently invited to
tender for a new contract, with the result that this old-established firm has
lost the work—which is one of immense proportions, and gives employment

to several hundred workpeople.
————
1910 report from the London Philatelist regarding Harrison winning the stamp contract.

On 18 October 1910, tH2aily Telegrapmewspaper quoted thellfmwving:

A Mr . Ceci l Harri son of the firm Harrison
secured the contract for printing of the

that he expected that they would be ready for publication in May nextnd@ stamps

would be practically the same colour as those of King Edward, but of a somewhat different
design. The Mint authorities had the matter in hand, but the actual design had not yet been

decided upon. When finished it would be submitted to HisdWafjer approval, and then,

in the New Year, plates would be engraved and a number of series printed off and

circulated privately.

AThe question of the design of the stamps

King George, who takes a great penal interest in the matter, and who, as it is well

0\

known, is a great authority on Philately.o
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1910 Hayes Factory Opened.

Harrison needed more space, so purchasside atHayesin Middlesexto concentrate on ¢h
newly acqired major contract to print low value definitives fGreatBritain by letterpress
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1911 A Question in The Howse

A question had been asked in the House of Commons in March 191 Ivndimilie new supplier

of postageand fiscal stampswas URL http:/hansard.millbanksystems.com/commons/1911/mar/13/postage-and-
fiscal-stamps-new-contractors appears tacontainthe first nention of stamps having been created by
Harrisonbeforethe British issue of 1911, which were always assumed to be the first postage
stamps produced by this comparireads:

Postage and Fiscal Stamps (New Contractors)
HC Deb*, 13 March 1911, Volume 22 cc1872-3
(* meaning = fiHouse of Commons Debateo)

Mr. TOUCHE asked the Secretary to the Treasury if he will state who are the new
contractors for the supply of adhesive postage and fiscal stamps; what trade or
business has heretofore been carried on by them; whether they have had any
experience in the manufacture of stamps, and, if so, in what direction; and whether the
Postmaster-General is satisfied that the wants of the public will be duly met in the
course of the current year under the new contract, and what safeguards have been
taken to insure continuous and adequate supplies to that end?

Mr. ILLINGWORTH Messrs. Harrison and Sons are the new contractors for the supply
of adhesive postage stamps. The fiscal stamps and certain denominations of the
postage will be manufactured at Somerset House. The firm in question are the well-
known Government printers, and they have previously manufactured stamps for one of
the small Colonies*.

* As no records of the stamps acloleogneidel syo fhmaavneu fbaecetnu rfeodu nf do rw hoen
major stamp catalogues and contemporary philatelic magazines, readers are invited to confirm either way if they can. Maybe
Mr. lllingworth decided not to admit to the House that Harrison was new to stantmg for fear of difficultMP questioning.

The Postmaster Generalerbert Samuelater states inrHC Deb 28 June 1911 VA7 cc42061

fil agree that there is room for improvement in printing the penny stampmprovement which

| hope will be securedith more experience on the part of the contracidre have undertaken

this work for the first time**, and who have been working under great pressureS o , It [
reasonable to assume that the PMG knew the true situation, i.e. that Harrison and Sans had n
previously printed postage stamp@*your compil erds emboldened italics
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1911 Great Britain: Definitive Stamps by Letterpress.

Harrison first produced stamps with fKng | at e
George V, fora full two and a half years due to delays in agreeing new desighother reasons
such as running out of the watermarked paper, neither of whicthedasult ofHarrison.

These stamps werequlucedat the Hayegrinting works
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1914 Bavaria:

The first photogravuretamp wasssued by Bavaria. Harrison haD involvement as they were
printed by Bruckmann of MunichHowever, this was ammportant development in stamp
production that would later be inflogal in the success and domim@by Harrison.Bruckmann

utilised a screened photogravure cell structure for the Bavarian stamps, while the 1923 Harrison
stamps for Egypt utilised a grained cell structure comprising a random array of cells.
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19141918 Confidential Printers to the Admiralty, War Office and Foreign Office.
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1914 Great Britain: Postage Due Labels by Letterpress

After trials with Somerset House printings, four initial values were ladymed by Harrison
for the newly introduced scheme of using labels to indicate that postage due had been paid to the
GPO. The scheme started on Monday 20 April 1914.
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1920 Egypt: Definitive Stamps by Letterpress.

Harrison won lhe contract from DLR to print postage, service and postage due stamps for Egypt,
following a competitive tender process. DLR was ordered by the Egyptian authorities to hand
over the master dies to Harrison to enable them to make new plates and thudetiedle

stocks of the existing designs to be made. These stamps were printed at the Hayes factory on a
newly commissioned watermarked paper comprising a triple crescent and star, uniquely for use
by Egyptand helping to identify Harrison printings
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192122 Egypt: Postage Dud.abels by Letterpress.

A series of six postage due labels was issuth@ first since the previous century.
éeeecééeeecééeeccéeececéeeecté

1921 Great Britain: National Savings Stamp by Photogravure.

The 6d National Savings stamp contract was won from Waterlow following a success tender
process. Theswere thef i r st GB Ost amps 6 by Hahison gndvere ogr av
printed at the Hayes factarit is suspected that they were printed on the pressded below

for Egypt.

Waterlow had beaten Harrison in the use of photogravure by producing by this method War
Savings stamps in July 1918. It is also understood that they had produced clandestine forgeries
of the Bavarian 1914 photogravure stampsmiuthe Great War for the British government.

After this war, all British security printers possessed photogravure printing capabilities, but
many were slow to use it for stamp production purposes.
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1922 Ireland Provisional Government: Definitive Overprints by Letterpress.

Jit
i

Coil stamp for use in Ireland
as overprinted by Harrison

Various values ofBr i ti sh stamps were overprinted 0 Ri
(Provisional Government of Ireland 1922), in five lirdgext

These were madep into coils (rolls) by Harrison for use in stamp vending and affixing
machines, as the local printers used for the gheted stamps could not undertake the
overprinting.

Vd 7
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1922 Egypt: Additional Definitive Stamp Value by Letterpress.

[*NIEGYPT POSTAGE [

PN ECYPT POSTAGE [l

New postal rates necessitated a 15m value, so a statue esé&ihdesign was produced by

Harrison, which unfortunately bore an incorrect Arabic inscription. A corrected printing was
produced and the incorrect stamp stecks later overprinted locally with a crown and Arabic

text and put in gener al circul ation. Some sto

Official stamps.
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1923 Egypt: Definitive Stamps by Photogravure.

A tender aw several British printers quote and supply proofs in a variety of printing processes
for designs depicting the King of Egypt, Fuad I. The new stamps were to have been printed by
intaglio initially, but Egypt later favoured the photogravure proofs thdtbeen submitted by
Harrison for design approval purposes only. The rest is history!
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They were printed at the Hayes fnaadetpessyThasusi ng
O0BT6 stands for o6Bogentiefdr ucHoveveend dHamrati eso
subcontracted some of the work to a company in the Netherlands known as NRM (see
Netherlands entry, below). This was, to quote Kehr in his @6fkCentury Stamps of Egypt
(1942, Kal amazoo USA), because rnotblengravedgi®e.n was
photogravure) stamps in such a quantity as was needed and ordered by Egypt. It required nearly
eighteen months of experimentation to overcome the technical difficulties befafadaty
results were achi evwadthe 5m|the 20wota 20@m aadpthe €Elrvaluesh a t
that were the Dutch printings.

The plates were produced by uniformly dusting the plate with a fine bitumen or resin powder.
This resists the etch when the plate is etched after transferring the imagsotprioducing an
irregular cell structure.

Photogravure stamp booklets were also produced as a part of this contract, which probably
makes these the first Britighrinted photogravure stamp booklets. (Egwats an early adopter
of stamps in booklets.)

From 1925, Egypt printed its stamps locally in Cairo at The Survey Department of Egypt, so
Harrison was destined to haveo further involvement in the production of stamps for this
country, except in 1926 when they won the contract to print one last isseiddétow)
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1923 Great Britain: Definitive Stamps Contract Lost to Waterlow.

ed ARECEI VED WI TH /
used on a receipt.

The contract for British low valudefinitives was lost to Waterlow for a decastgely, it would
appear, on price rather than quality

During this era, Harrison focused on developitsgphotogravuretechniques and capabilities
having setup a subsidiary company, Collogravure Ltdni@ x i mi ze t he potenti a
process.
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1923 The Netherlands: NRMs Involvement in Harrison Photogravure Stamp
Production.

Collogravure Ltd worked in close auperation with the Dutch firm dflederlandse Rotogravure
Maatschappij (NRM*pf Lei den, drawing fdon the finest <coc

This saw Harrison staff being trained by NRM staff in the skills required to print postage stamps
by photogravure and also how to make theémaflortant printing glinders.

* NRM had been formed in 1913 as publishers and printers. Their first magazine cohgmastamaywas printed
on a German photogravure press and they soon developed the skills needed to utilise photogravueze&hey w
pioneer in the field ofeveral chromotype techniques and developed over the years twenty printing machines.

éeeecéeéeeceecééecééeececéeececécee

1924 Peru: Battle of Ayacucho Centenary Conmemorative Stamp by Photogravure.

The 4c and 5walues of this set were produced by Harrison, evltile rest were printed at
Waterlow and De La Rue.

Three printers being used for one commemorative stamp issue is quite unusual (but certainly not
unique and a Papua New Guinea issue springs to mind).
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1926 Egypt: Ki n ¢gComsmerBarative Staimg ypy Photogravure.

The King of Egyptodés Birthday single stamp i ss
print. Maybe The Survey Department of Egypt did not have the capacity at that time to produce
this commemorative issue

éeéecéeecéecéeceecéeceece
1927 Palestine British Mandate: Definitive Stamps by Letterpress.
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Printed at the Hayes factory, thekeéletterpress designs featured typical views and buildings of
the Mandate. Around 400 opies exist with SPECIMEN asither overprints or perfins, plus

some further supplies were overprinted for sample use by Harrison (c.$500 each). Caveat:
forgeries exist of the Harrison sample overprint.

An experimental printing of the 7m value exists with &##l ARRI SON & SONS L TD.
Printer s, impridtNrDbOttéd margin. Only one strip is known, plus a pair with part
imprint.

Vd 7 V4 V4 V4
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1928 Gold Coast: Definitive Stamps by Photogravure.

i
i
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| POSTAGE X% REVENUE |

The second issue to be printed by Harrison using photogravure wdse@old Coast (now
Ghana).

A set of 10 definitives was issued depicting Christiansborg Castle, with the four higher values
being bicoloured. This was something that Britain never utilised until around three decades
later. This delay was probably duethe vast volume of stamps needed in the UK.

(Some values of?) the Gold Coast stamps exist with Harrison sample overprints. Printed at Hayes
factory wusing a iJ oradepresssHisemasgthe Birst.isSue priGtedrbyna n
Harrison & part of a Gywn Agents contradt the start of a long association.
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1930 Peru: Definitive Stamp Overprints by Photogravure.

The 19241929 Fall of Leguia GovernmeritO cent value was overprint@d or 4cin 1930by
photogravure with a credesignby Harrison.

éeééééééééééeeceeceeceeceeceececeecceccce

1930/1 Peru: Definitive Stamps by Photogravure.

Six of the values from the 192#929 pictoriali Por t r ai t s aissde thdtohadi me n t s
originally been printed intaglio, eve printed by Harrison usinghé same dégns but by
photogravureThe background was redrawn and now appeared plain instead of a lined.
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(The illustration is not of the Harrison printing, whigbur compiler haget to track down.)
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1932 Peru: Postage Dud_abelsby Photogravure.
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A pair of postage due labels was printed by Harrison using their now customary 15x14
perforation. The 2c and 10c values reproduced an earlier production by another printer, but
redrawn with a plain instead of lined background &nih
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1932 Columbia: Natural Resources Commemorative Stamps Mystery.

MBIA

This is NOT a Harrison
stamp printing!!

It is recorded in a contemporary philatelic magazine article about Harrison that they printed
stamps for Columbia byhotogravure during 1932.

However, the only issue in this era by this printing procksgscs cattle, petroleum, bananas,
emeralds(see image alongsidegyold or coffeeand all are broloured stamps. The Stanley
Gibbons stamp catalogue for 1937 statest they were printed by the Government Printing
Works in Germany, so any Harrison involvement with Columbia remains a mystery. Can anyone
help?

Possibly Harrison subontracted the work, but it seems highly improbable that they would have
chosen a Geman printing company, especially when they had an earlier association with the
Dutch photogravure printinfym of NRM.
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1933 Quotation about the Photogravure Printing Process.

€C))
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In August 1933, MrB. Guy Harrison stated in aarticle that appearedh Stamp Collecting

Weekly[GB]: " The photogravure process malbittleudithei mat el
know at the timeé
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1933 Maldive Islands: Definitive Stamps by Photogravure.
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The third issudo be printed by Harrison using photogravure was for the Maldive Islands. A set
of nine definitives was issued, utilising the 1909 design previously printed by DLR in intaglio.
Yet another contract to have been taken away from DLR by Harrison.

Depictsad Mi nar et of Juma Mosque, near Mal ed6 desi ¢
failed to benefit from the tonal range possible.

This set was theirst postage stamp issa@ywhereto be printed orHarrison & Sons, Lerjan
watermarked paper.
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1933 Great Britain: Definitive Stamps Contract Taken from Waterlow and
a Change of Process t@hotogravure from Letterpress.

By 1933, a decision by the GPO to move to photogravure printing had been agreed at postal
headgarters.

The contract forthe British low value definitives was won back from Waterlewd Sons by
Harrisonfollowing a competitive tenddhat was to be effective from the 1st January 1934.
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1933 High Wycombe Factory Opened.

Harrison needed more space, so purchased the High Wycombe site to concentrate on their newly
re-acquired major contract to print low value definitives for Britain by the photogravure process.
This plant became known | owmankdinuseaustil thieif demiseSt a mp
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1934 Ecuador: Compulsory Tax Stamps by Photogravure.

Ty
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A pair of ACompul sory Taxo stamps in aid of t
Office was pinted on theHarrison & Songjdmomipt watermarked paper, perforated 15x14.
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1934 Great Britain: First British Definitive Stamps by Photogravure.

A Wedgwood dish was commissioned by Harrison to commemorate 50 years of [photogravure] stamp printing in 1984.

The first British photogravure postage stamps the brown penflgaé penny val ue t
issued @ 20 August1934 The remainder of the set followed over a period, including the
halfpenny illustratedabove The stamps were described ae time asbeingienc hant i ngl
beauti fulo in a British philatelic magazine
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